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AUT SuperDisk No.71 Ese 
_M.M.Experience 
The Great AUJ 
COMPLETE PROGRAM 
‘, Coverdisk! 
Explore the word of multimedia with a fully functioning super authoring 
package from Optonica. Easy to use, point and click intertace allows you rapitily 
and simply to construct a trouble free an electronic book or 
audio-visual database of stunning professionalism. You can become 
; ‘@ multimedia author with this fantastically easy, 
: full authoring program. 
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\ Fourth Level 
Development 


A3000 030 Oktagon SCSI 2 


q : | 


Pro versio® 
“op RRp £69, 75 ji inc VMS 8 


“ar 26, & multi-use we a Amiga} mane. capability to the max", AFS: the Amiga Power Tool! | 
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The Amiga 
Dimension 

Managing Editor Antony Jacobson 
comments that it may be that you can 
best be judged by the enemies you 
have made but you had better be 
careful what you say about them on 
the Information SuperHighway.. 





SuperDisks No.71 
and No.72 


This month, in addition to providing a 
tasty, satisfying helping of utilities and 
an agonisingly addictive game, AU/ 
has the pleasure of helping readers 
get into the multimedia world on their 
very own Amigas with a special, 
complete version of Optonica’s 
M.M.Experience. And there's a super 


competition to go with it! 
NewsFile 


1 Anthony Mael and Martin 


Witton are now on their customary four 
weeks rest and relaxation which they 
take every month onabeachin Thailand 
after travelling the world to search out 
the juiciest bits - and that doesn’t mean 
the beach bunnies who are with them - 
for your delectation. It’s everything from 
Amigas still making magic to new 060 
accelerators selling like wildfire and even 
a stop for pizza on the way, that and 
more is what makes the AU/ NewsFile 
the best read in the Amiga world. Or any 


other world too.. 
Amiga 


q Answers 


lf you have a technical question, if 
your Amiga is keeping you awake at 
night and makes you want to sneeze, 
wheeze or buckle at the knees see, or 
rather write to, the Answer Doctor. 
The Amiga Answer Machine himself, 
none other than Andy (Give me your 
setup) Eskelson, the Man Who Knows 
is AU's answer to a world of problems 
- your problems. Like so many others 
have done, you too can ask him to 
solve them for you. And he will. 








The PD 


G Stakeout 


As there is a shortage of new, 
commercial programs arriving for the 
Amiga, it may well be the apparently 
everlasting and unstaunchable flow of 
public domain software thatis keeping 
the present generation of Amigas 
supplied with life-giving sustenance. 
This month David Ward sorts the light 
chaff from the heavy grain of the Public 


Domain. 
1 Write to 
Reply 
Is the Venomous One getting more 
popular or is there a real sense of 
masochism among AUIreaders? This 
month Bud Vennos’ virulent maun- 
derings have increased still further to 
five pages. As the letters arrive, it is 
uncertain whether his bile increases 
or he mellows to the attention he is 
getting. You decide. 


__ TEST DRIVE _ 
3 CD Gold 


David Ward previews a 








special CD-based magazine designed 
for the Amiga. Multimedia CDs begun 
by AUI can be coming into fashion. 


AMIGA CD" 


WAVE YOU GOT WHAT IE TAKES? 


CD Round Up 
Gary Fenton and David 
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Ward ride out on the Amiga CD trail. 
They lasso some mighty fine new 
products that are just aching to be 
corralled including some adult, but 
real purty looking critters. 
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Octamed 


38 Technique 


Michael Rumbelow test drives a disk 
and a manual that can help you use 
Octamed, the premier Amiga sequen- 
cer in popularity, with greater ease 


and expertise. 

40 Final Final 
Writer? 

One of the extant Amiga WP/DTP 

programs has received some more 

polishing and a very worthwhile 

upgrade from Softwood. 


43 





IinfoNexus 
Now 





Optonica’s InfoNexus program is the 
real challenger to DOpus, especially 
in its latest form. David Ward test 
drives the update and finds that there 
are not only improvements but a free 
extra program to go with it. 
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Cannoning On 
Gary Fenton test drives 
one of the most interesting and, he 
says, rewarding in the new generation 
of Amiga linked printers. 


FIELD REPORT 


5 Showing Off in 
Playland 
David Ward leads the AU/ team that 
explores the ECTS, the computer trade 
show where what you, and the rest of 
the world, just might be playing, if they 
can finish them in time, for the coming 
year. If you believe the games industry, 


you'll believe anything. 
Staying 


5 Alive? 


Just to show that the electronic 
entertainment world doesn’t merely talk 
to itself in a masturbatory frenzy, it also 
gets involved, surprise, surprise, with 
the consumer. The organisers claim 
more 170,000 visited the “Live” Show at 
Earls Court. Their opposition says only 
70,000, whichever it was David Ward 
was among them and reports back. 




















5 Invasion of 
the Squirrels 


HiSoft has emerged as one of the most 
influential companies in the Amiga field. 
Their famed Squirrel has climbed 
through a forest of Amigas. Ashley 
Cotter-Cairns traces the Squirrel 
Masters to their country retreat. 
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po Online - The 
internet Column 


The Internet not so long ago was a 
rather esoteric occupation for sleepless 
nerd-types. Today it’s growing to be 
the trendy “next big idea’ in all the other 
media. Now, according to one of the 
reports in this AU/ Online column, it 
may cause the demise of the PC and 
bring another communications revol- 
ution. Anthony Mael reports on the 
many facets of Online life. 


92 Programming 
Tips 


As years of AUI/ readers have found, 
problems can be solved and even 
avoided with Paul Overaa’s invaluable 
tips on programming. How to program 


the easy way.. 
9 ARexx Info 

You can make use of this 
powerful language without the pain 
and problems that come with any 
learning curve if you follow the hints 
that Paul Overaa provides. 
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Win MM 
Experience Pro! 
On this month’s SuperDisk, you can 
use On your own, probably not over 
powerful Amiga, a real and complete 
multimedia authoring program, MM 
Experience from renowned devel- 
opers, Optonica. But having used it 
you might well find that you’d like to 
get into the professional level. And 
you can, and for nothing. Because 
those kind folks at Optonica have given 
AUI five copies of the Pro version of 
M.M. Experience for a competition. 
This top professional multimedia 
authoring program costs £249 so it is 
well worth winning. 








q Back Issues 


Despite being desper- 
ately ill, you crawled down the road, 
coughing and spluttering, to get to 
your local newsagent for a copy of 
AUI. They were sold out. Of course. 
You should have subscribed, shouldn't 
you? You still want that issue? Here it 


is - put aside just for you, and your 
a; 
Subscribe! 


y How and why to sub- 


scribe to the world’s longest estab- 
lished Amiga magazine - and there is 
an astounding free offer of Digita 
products too. How can Sarah-Jane 
Clifford-Jones afford to be so 


generous? 
10 Arena 

The Arena has been 
expanded still further to fit the huge 
number of eager companies wishing 
to show off their stunning products. 
Peruse and choose. 
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11 Advertisers 
index 


Where you can find those who want 
you to know what you want to buy 
when you need something to help you 
know more about the Amiga.. 
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The Octopus 
Under Your 


45 Feet Part | 


Something strange is happening.. 
For once the UK is leading the 
world in technology. The whole 
country is being invaded, under- 
ground, by an octopus of cabling, 
much of it fibre optics. But how has 
it come about, this invasion? And 
what will it do to our twisted copper 



















world? Michael Rumbelow, AUfs 
top speleologist, leads the AU/ 
Special report team down into the 
depths of the octopus's fearsome 
lair to discover how this apparently 
uncontrollable beast, spreading its 
tentacles through the land, can be 
controlled, if you know enough 
about it. 









...And What They 
Used 


Commodore's Amiga 500, 500+, 2000, 3000, 1200, 
CD32, Almathera's Photogenics and Parnet, Arnor’s 
Protext, ASDG’s Art Department Professional 2.5, 
Canon's BJ-20 BubbleJet, Commodore’s 1942 and 
1084S monitors, Citizen's Swift 240C, Consultron’s 
CrossDOS, Datel’s Action Replay MKIIl, Digita's 
Wordworth 3.1, Discovery Software’s Grabbit, 
Epson’s GT9000 flatbed scanner, Electronic Arts 
Deluxe Paint IV, Gold Disk's Professional Page 4, 
GVP'’s A530 Turbo, GP Software's Directory Opus 
5, HiQ’s 1500, John Velduis’ VirusChecker, JVC's 
HR-D980 video recorder, Micro-System's Scribbie!, 
Macro-System’s VLAB, OpalTech’s OpalVision, 
Paravision's SX1, Philips CM8833-II monitor, Supra's 
V32/288 Fax Modems. 
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The Amiza Dimension 


or people like us, Amiga users, the significance of the computer 
to the modern worldis obvious. Yet the most important electronic 
device of all in the public’s view, according to a recent survey in 
the USA, is notthe computer, but the microwave. This rather puts 
into proportion the “technological revolution” that is Supposed to have 
caused such a change in our world. 

The personal computer - a definition which includes the Amiga - 
certainly appears to have had a major impact on many aspects of life, 
particularly in business. For Amiga users it has become a part of a life 
style that will never return to the pre-computer days. However, in the 
Online column this month we report that the boss of Oracle, one of the 
largest software companies in the world, is challenging the notion thatthe 
personal computer or really (in his idea) the Microsoft dominated PC, is 
going to continue to be the ever growing force that we have seen it 
become in the last few years. 

Interactive live video, the latest development from Oracle, will be, it 
seems, the “killer application” that makes the Internet take off. It will also, 
it is claimed, encourage the development of cheap, less than PC priced, 
devices that will simply plug into the Internet and use all the power stored 
there, instead of trying to use it from the individual PC.What he Says may 
become fact, but there are more than technological difficulties that stand 
in the way of a universal acceptance of the Internet. 

There is the cost of connection and use. Nevertheless, there are now 
almost daily predictions about the forthcoming destruction of the virtual 
monopolies the telecommunications companies have, and the conse- 
quent fall in telephone costs. One | read recently forecast that BT. would 
Start to make a single charge of £10 per month to cover all calls, at least 
local ones, no matter how many there were. 

Other factors may also cause there to be some hesitation over total 
Net acceptance. One problem may be that the whole thing is so new that 
there are really very few rules or guidance, not on howto get onto the Net, 
but how to use it. In the Online column we report an extraordinary case 
where the employees of the Norwich Union insurance company ex- 
changed remarks about another company via email. This other company 
found out and now Norwich Union are being sued for libel. Doubtless 
there are other cases pending. 

We ourselves have had a concerned reader write in to inform us of 
a communication that went onto the Net from another magazine. It 
contained some insulting and almost certainly libellous assertions about 
AUI. The statements were made by someone completely unknown to us 
whose experience in journalism could likely be measured in weeks from 
the childish phrasing and tone. Nevertheless, the concerned reader 
thought we should know and possibly take action. 

My view of people acting childishly, and unfortunately there are quite 
a few people writing for computer magazines who seem not to have 
grown up, is that they should be treated as if they were children and be 
left to have their little showing off. In this case, however, there were 
Statements which, if published in a printed medium could have been 
considered damaging to AU/ and required legal action. 

But to try to make the same legal actions stick in the online media 
could be a very difficult process for there are, as yet, no clearly applicable 
regulations in the areas such as defamation or copyright. In any case, if 
people who work on other magazines behave as if they were writing 
graffiti on the toilet walls of their junior school, then | think AU/ should let 
them grow up before we get involved, 

AUI is, as readers must be aware, a magazine like no other in the | 
same field. Insults to us, we would imagine, are offered by people who 
simply don’t have the same understanding of us as the general Amiga 
users, Our readers. So if that kind of person thinks of himself as anti-AU/, 
we must be doing something right. 

However, this rather unimportant matter illustrates the complexity 
that the Net involves. It will be interesting if the Oracle theory of the end 
of the PC being nigh is going to come true. If it does, we will see plenty 
more problems arising, some of which we haven't even been thought of 
yet. It looks as if it may not yet be so important in most people’s eyes, but 
the Information Superhighway is going to be rather more difficult to deal 
with than the microwave. 

Antony Jacobson 
Managing Editor 
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MAKES YOUR AMIGA MORE THAN 





MAGNUM rams 





A1200 8M 
TIMES FASTER se pein 

> Avanasie with O, 2, 4 Sas 

OF 32-BIT RAM INSTALLED MG ea 
> Uses STANDARD 72-PIt Sims One Py £ 
> Oprionat PLCE Types FPU 

(FtoaTiae Pott our) MB £ £ 
> Barrery Bacnsn CiocKn/ CALENDER 
> JasTaLls in AMINUTES Ane £ 
> O-4a8 - PCAICIA COMPATIBLE Sue £ P3 

[FOR BSE WITH OVERDRIVE, SOUIRREL ETC. ] 
> Zero Ware State DESIGN 
> 2 Year Warraary 

33MHz FPU 


Aw FRU DRAMATICALLY INCREASES THE SPEED OF MATHEMATICAL CALCULATIONS (ey up ro 127 rimes!) 
AND WE WOULD RECOMMEND IT FOR USERS OF GRAPHICAL APPLICATIONS SUCH AS WmAGE FX, LiGHTWAVE, 
Vista Pro, Imacine Etc. Our FPU PACK COMES WITH THE TIMING CRYSTAL AND IS COMPATIBLE WITH 
most A1200 RAM/PROCESSOR ACCELERATORS SUCH AS OUR Apo.o/Macuum vesicn, HAWK, 


Buzzarv Ano Viper. IF BOUGHT INDEPENDENT OF OUR BOARD THE PRICE IS 


DIRECTORY > 


OPUS § 





AMbvCH FASTER MORE EFFICIENT AND MARY GER 





£ 





UwLiMITED HUMBER OF FULLY INDEPENDENT FILE DISPLAY 
WINDOWS AND BUTTON BANKS. BUTTONS CAM BE DEFINED 
FROM TEXT OR GRAPHICS. 


>  APULTIPLE CONFIGURATION EDITORS ~ WHICH CAM BE USED 
WHILST PERFORMING OTHER TASKS! 
Advanced File Management >  Jwrerwat AVULTITASKING ALLOWING YOU TO PERFORM 
“ MIULTIPLE OPERATIONS SIMULTANE y. 
Software for all Amigas eee in 
Over tue past 6 years, Directory OPUS HAS BECOME AUGAGUIDE ON-LINE HELP 
ESTABLISHED AS THE MOST POPULAR DIRECTORY UTILITY OW THE - Cones? rite TYPE RECOGMITION sysTEm IncluDING OS3.X 
Amica, Wirn THe sew Opus 5, THE TRADITION CONTINUES. ATATYPE SUPPORT 
SMALLER, FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENT THAR EVER BEFORE, Opus 5 . —% P 
WARMESSES THE POWER OF OBJECT ORIENTATED MULTITASKING DESIGN > Exrswsive Drac ‘x’ ORoP' THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAM 
LIKE NEVER BEFORE. Put simpiy, Opus 5 is HOW THE MOST 
POWERFUL HARD DRIVE AND FILE MANAGEMENT UTILITY ever! > ADVANCED AREXx SUPPORT 
a REDESIGHED AHD REWRITTER FROM GROUND oP. Pr CAN EVER RePiact & EMHANCE Worxetacn! 
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FROM 5.0 AND 4. 
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ENTERPRISE 


a DeskTop Workstations 
“? 8 for all Amigas 
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Doueie WORKSTATION 
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EASY LEDGERS 2 


Integrated Acconing Somers 
ntergrated Accounting Software O1)) 
for all Amigas SOnMAy 
4 new generation of Professional Accounting software for the Amiga. 
Easyledger 2 has several key areas as follows. 
ledger - General Ledger with optional account numbers. Post receipts 
payments and journal entries. Reports include journals, audit trail. trial 


bulance & account histories. Cashbook, Profit € loss Statement. Balance 
Sheet & Company Performance Ratios. Password to maintain privacy. 





Sales - Use open item or balance forward methods. /nvoice printing with 
automatic pricing, VAT calculation, discounts & totalling, manual overrides. 
Enter hand-written invoices, credits, receipts & journal adjustments. Produces 
Statements, address labels, sales analysis, aged balance lists, etc. Fully 
integrated with ledger & Inventory. 


Purchase - Use open item balance forward accounting methods. Enter 
suppller iavoices, credits, payments & journal adjustments. Produces 
remittances, address labels, aged balance lists, transaction histories, ete. 
Fully integrated with Ledger & Inventory. 


luventory ~ Stock Control & Price Book. Handles three price scales with auto 
tice changing. Entry of stocktuke results & goods in/out movements. Full 
integration with other books. Reports inclade brice lists, re-ordering report, 
sles € valuation, niovement history, ete. 


Job Costing - For Estimating & Quotation. Suites a wide range of invoicing 

needs for service industries. Invoice the charges on a job card’ Allows 32 

staf? at different charging rates, Transfers goods directly from faventory & 
fully integrated with Creditor and ledger. 


FOR A LIMITED PERIOD YOU CAN BUY EASY LEDGERS 2 
AT THIS NEW LOW PRICE (was £199.99) 
ON A 28 DAY TRIAL PERIOD - CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
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Prices include VAT & carriage to the UK mainland. Please add £5 to your order for EC destinations and £10 for other 
countries. All products are is subject to availability. E&OE. Advertised prices & specification may change without notice. 
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THIS I$ THE IDEAL MOUSE FOR You! 
> Hien Resotution 400nr; 

> Micro Swircuso Burroas 
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MOUSE 
for all Amigas 


IMAGE FX 2.1 


The Complete image Processing Solution 


for all Amigas 
Wo other Image processing package on the Amiga 
gives you everything you need, from precise colour 
correction tools te fautasile special effects that 
boggle the mind! Whether gou are a priat artist or a 
video magician, lmageFX ls simply the fastest. the 
best, aud the most complete image processing solution 
gout will find ou the Amiga. 
System Performance 
The eastest to use and most powerful interface, 
fhambneatl image loader lets you see your Image 
before touting i, bulit la Virtual Memory aliows work 
ou images nearly ang size, unlimited multi-level true 
OHDO, thumbaall mage previewing shows effect 
before using tt, multinle image buffers and brushes, Sem & Recswe Faxes rnoa your 
precise region controls can restrict work to jest part | Amon via your Mopim. You can Even 
of an image, unequalled Arexr support for macros and | priat From YOU FAVOURITE APPLICATION 
programming, user definable macro keys and menus, | To vour Fax Device! Amica Comporine 
built In Macro/Arext serlat recoriing, two powerful ~ 9/10 
batch processing systems: IMP and AutoFA © visual £ 
thumbuall image cataloguing system, tie Fax Comoatiiks 
Modem Required 


ORDER HOTLINE 
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2Mb RAM & 
Hard Disk Required 


GP FAX 


Fax Software Solution 
for all Amigas with a Modem 











BETWEEN 9AM AND 6PM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE RETURN 
THE ORDER FORM BELOW TO - 

WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DA] 2UH 
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his month, courtesy 
of the renowned 
Amiga developers, 
Optonica, AU/ is able 
to give you a complete and 
usable version of Optonica’s 
sensational authoring pack- 
age M.M.Experience. This 
software package will give 
the chance to find out, if you 
don’t already know, just what 
a brilliant experience it is to 
create a whole multimedia 
program and see it run on 
your own Amiga. 

Yes, that means that you 
don’t have to own a high 
powered machine with giga- 
bytes to spare. You can, 
almost certainly, use just the 
power you have on your 
own Amiga and Optonica’s 
Multimedia Experience will 
perform creatively and exp- 
ertly for you. 

AUI doesn’t often provide 
full programs as Coverdisks 
but this software is so excep- 
tional that we thought it was 
worth giving readers the 
opportunity to move into 
the new age of multimedia 
authoring. 

Enjoy the Experience! 





he M.M.Experience (MME 
from now on) is a great new 
multimedia authoring sys- 
tem from Optonica. The 
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version on the front cover is com- 
plete in every respect except that 
the project size is limited to a max- 
imum of ten pages, in the full ver- 
sion there is no limit to the number 
of pages. 

MME is a fully fledged, ‘in yer 
face’, multimedia authoring sys- 
tem, not simply a presentation pro- 
gram with bolt on hot spots, but a 
system capable of producing 
sophisticated information based 
from electronic books to video and 
audio databases, children’s learn- 
ing projects, or simply just for fun. 

You have DPaint, maybe a 
sound sampler, some mod files 
from that latest PD disk, why not 
put them all together into your own 
mini production. Speilberg it isn’t 
perhaps, but it will be pretty damn 
satisfying. 

MME is a new, revamped, ver- 
sion of the well-known professional 
authoring system ‘Interplay’. 

Interplay has been used to pro- 
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duce some of the best CD32 titles 
to date. These included Optonica’s 
own Pandora’s CD and INSIGHT: 
Dinosaurs, the Assassins CD, and 
even some of theAUl’s own 
famous multimedia covermount 
CDs. Buying Interplay would have 
set you back a whopping £749.95! 

Now, for the price of AUI, you 
have a a full, usable version of one 
of the best multimedia authoring 
systems ever produced for the 
Amiga - or any other machine for 
that matter. 


What You Can 
Do with MME 


Pages and 
Media Clips 


Consider a book of pages. 
That’s what MME is like. Now con- 
sider being able to select a photo 
and it springs to life, this is a media 





Enter The MultiMedia Experience: 


clip in MME. Media clips may 
include IFF pictures and brushes in 
any mode and resolution, IFF 
sound samples, animations in any 
mode and resolution, SMUS and 
Protracker music files, a CDDA 
audio track or embedded portion 
(PRO only), program and script 
launches, partial screen motion 
video clips, MPEG FMV sequ- 
ences (PRO only) or navigation to 
another page. In a single media 
clip these may be freely mixed 
almost without limitation. 


Creating Pages 


First, name your project. Simply 
click on an add page and you will 
be asked to name your project. 

Creating pages is very simple. 
Select the new page button, and a 
blank page is added. On this page 
we now add boxes, select a style 
from 3D frame, raised, outline, 
solid, dropshadow, text, image, list, 
invisible, or flowing, and place it 
and size it anywhere on the page. 
Add some more until your page is 
built. If this page is a template, 
duplicate it as many times as you 
need. Text boxes, when placed, will 
have auto scroll buttons. Select 


_ your ASCIl text file, select your font 


and justification style and, voila, 
the job is complete. 

image boxes, when placed, will 
ask you for an IFF file to shrink and 
place in the box. This may be an 
IFF image in any mode or resolu- 
tion. If you select a brush, you are 
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size or snap the box to fit the 
brush. Choose an animation and 
the first frame is stripped off, for- 
mat converted and scaled into the 
box. 

If you have multiple images with 
different colours it’s no problem, 
MME automatically remaps 
palettes as images are added 
allowing multiple images on a page 
with minimal colour distortion. 

Pages can be auto-bordered; 
background and box colours can 
be modified on a page by page 
basis without disturbing the image 
colours within the boxes. 


Boxes 





Invisible boxes are a little spe- 
cial. If you place an invisible box 
containing an image then this is not 
selectable by the runtime player. 
However, if you place an empty 
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invisible box without an image, this 
is selectable. Why? Simple, you 
design a pleasant screen for your 
application in DPaint with buttons 
on a background. Put this image 
onto the page in an invisible box, 
Overlay empty invisible boxes over 
your on-screen buttons to make 
them active. This allows total cus- 


given the option to resize to brush 
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tomisation of the page, for menus 
etc., because when the title is 
played, only the buttons are active, 
but not the overall backdrop you 
originally designed. 

Boxes may be moved, deleted, 
edited and cloned. List boxes are 
another special type of box. Lists 
allow the user of your title to scroll 
through an alphabetically sorted 
list of entries to make selections. 

There are four ways to add 
entries to a list in MME: 


1) Manually add items, i.e. type 
your own entries to the list and 
then author a media clip to each 
entry. 


2) Select build topic list. This 
builds a list based on the page 
names you have given your pages. 
The links for ‘page goto’ are auto- 
matically created. This gives you a 
table of contents list automatically 
in seconds. 





3) Author from file entries. This 
option allows you to select a direc- 
tory and MME will rove through it 
seeking out media files. As it finds 
each one it will auto author itself 
according to the type of media con- 
tained within the file. It will then 
add the file name to the index list 
automatically in alphabetical order. 
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Imagine a directory containing a 
resource library of 2000 brushes, 
1000 sound samples and 500 pho- 
tographs. To author these files 
manually would mean typing in 
3,500 filenames to the list and then 
authoring 3,500 media clips! How 
long do you think this would take? 
A week? Two weeks? With MME it 
takes about 30 minutes and you 
don’t even have to be there! 


4) Glossary Entries. With this 
type of list you create a text 
file with glossary headings and 
entries. When this file is imported 
MME automatically takes the glos- 
Sary entries and displays them as 
analphabetical list. When one is 
selected, MME will put the name at 
the heading at the top and display 
the entry in the list window. 

It will also automatically add text 
scroll buttons at the base of the 
page so that the entry can be as 
long as it needs to be. It doesn’t 
stop there, you can also make a 
glossary which utilises all the com- 
ponents of a media clip allowing 
images and audio to be included! 

All the auto-authoring features 
of the lists above are there for your 
convenience, and can knock 
weeks off of the time originally 
taken to create such a project. 

Auto-authored media clip 
entries can be fine tuned, added to, 
Or partially or totally re-authored 
manually, to your requirements. 


Final Stage 





Right, we have now built our 
page to look as required. The next 
and final stage is to author media 
clips to the on-page boxes. This is 
simply a case of building a timeline 
sequence of media elements 
which are invoked when you select 
a particular area. 

The elements which can be 
added to a media clip: 


IMAGES: IFF images in any 
mode and resolution may be set to 
display from 1-99 seconds. Colour 
cycling may be switched on and off 
as required, and each picture may 
have up to 4 channels of synchro- 
nised sound. 


ANIMATIONS: IFF animations 
in any mode and resolution may be 
played from RAM or spooled direct 
from hard disk or CD. Each frame 





of an animation may be paused to 
between 1 and 9999 hundredths of 
a second. Each FRAME may also 
have up to 4 channels of synchro- 
nised sound. Animations may be 
played once, or looped from 2 to 
infinity. 


MOTION VIDEO: CDXL Partial 
Screen Motion Video files are 
authored within seconds, and sim- 
ulated playback shows exactly how 
the video will be played from CD or 
hard disk. MME PRO also supports 
the MPEG Full Screen Full Motion 
Video formats. 


AMIGA IFF SOUND SAM- 
PLES: These can be authored 
either with images/animations or 
without. Sound files may either be 
played from RAM or spooled direct 
from hard disk or CD. You control 
volume, loops, one shot override, 
and loop animation synching. MME 
will automatically play a mono 
sample both through left and right 
channels unless you override this 
with the mono option. Audio can be 
force stopped for synchronisation. 


SMUS AND PROTRACKER 
MUSIC FILES: Standard IFF 
SMUS music files can be quickly 
authored into your media clip. 
Protracker music files are also sup- 
ported with MME, automatically 
detecting the file type at author — 
time. 


PAGE GOTO: As part of a 
media clip you may go to any other 
page in the title, this option gives 
you total control over navigation 
authoring. ‘Page goto’ also has a 
random function which allows you 
to use it as a demonstration mode. 


PROGRAMS AND SCRIPTS: 
An Amiga program or AmigaDos 
script file may be launched as part 
of a media clip. You are returned to 
your title exactly where you left it 
after the external file has terminat- 
ed. The external launch appears to 
be part of your production. 


Versatile Clips 





As well as linking a media clip to 
be played when a box is selected, 
you can also: 


1) Add media clips to list entries. 
2) Add media clips to a page as 
autoruns, i.e.. on turning to a page 
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the media clip is automatically 
invoked. This is ideal to author an 
introduction to your project, but has 
lots of other uses too. 


3) Add a media clip to activate 
when the ESC or HELP key (key- 
board), or HELP button (CD32 con- 
troller (PRO only)) is pressed. This 
allows you to author both general 
and localised help throughout your 
title. 


4) Add a media clip to the attrac- 
tor function so that after a pre- 
determined time of no user inter- 
vention the system automatically 
loop plays your authored media 
clip. As soon as you press any but- 
ton the project returns ready to be 
used again. 

Media clips can be cut, copied, 
and pasted across boxes and 
pages. They may also be saved to, 
and loaded from, a file which 
allows them to be ported between 
projects 


CD32 Pro 
Applications 





Multimedia is a catch-all term 
which is sometimes misleading. 
When it comes to producing CD 
based applications, a traditional 
authoring system is often thought 
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suitable. While these systems are 
excellent within the environment 
for which they where designed, 
computer based multimedia, they 
are not generally suitable for medi- 
um to large projects running on low 
memory Amiga or CD based plat- 
forms. 

As an example, remember the 
CDTV. This was a 1Mb machine, 
and in a worst case scenario - flop- 
py disk attached and so on - you 
may have as little as 730K of work- 
ing RAM. Things are not that much 
better with a CD32. 
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The script based applications 
above generally require the bulk of 
this RAM just to execute the run- 
time program. They also generate 
a single script, or project flow file, 
which grows in size very quickly as 
you author your project. Before 
long you have no memory actually 
to load media into your application. 

MME PRO utilises memory effi- 
cient programming techniques 
which allow massive projects to 
run on the lowest level of delivery 
platforms, and they run fast and 
efficiently. It is for this reason the 
MME PRO is the only authorised 
system to use in: 


1) Multipoint kiosk applications, 
where playback system specifica- 
tion must be kept to a minimum to 
keep per unit costs down. Ditto set- 
top Interactive TV boxes. 


2) CD based projects which are 
to be delivered on low cost plat- 
forms like the CD32. The require- 
ments for producing a CD based 
application are VERY different to 
those applications which are pro- 
duced for a fast computer that has 
a fast hard drive and lots of memo- 
ry. Some of the drawbacks of CD 
multimedia platforms are limited 
memory, slowish processors, slow 
data rates from storage, large data 
seek times and non standard con- 
trollers. 

MME PRO accounts for these 
and is capable of producing pol- 
ished, professional projects very 
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quickly and easily. Credits to date 
include: Pandora’s CD, the 
INSIGHT series, CD Gold maga- 
zine, Colchester Zoo’s Interactive 
Kiosks, and many more. There are 
many features which differentiate 
MME PRO from computer based 
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authoring systems, and make it, 
some would say the only feasible 
tool for Amiga based multimedia 
CD production in the consumer, 
corporate or industrial markets. 

So there you have it one of the 
most outstanding, yet easiest-to- 
use multimedia systems ever cre- 
ated for the Amiga - or for any com- 
puter. You can use this complete 
version, absolutely free, courtesy 
of Optonica. You might find that 
you want more “pages” or even 
more features. If so look on page 
70, where there is a special offer 
for AUI readers with a discount 
price for both versions of MME. 

lf you have any questions, don't 
contact us at AU! but get directly in 
touch with Optonica, they'll be glad 
to help. 

You have with The Multimedia 
Experience a chance to move into 
the world of professional level 


~ authoring with on of the most sen- 


sational software packages ever 
created for the Amiga. 

Enter the fantastic Multimedia 
Experience and enjoy! AU/ 


For more 
information 


Contact: 
Optonica Ltd. 
1 The Terrace 

High Street 


Lutterworth 
Leicestershire 
LE17 4BA 
UK 
TEL: +44 (0) 1455 558282 
FAX: +44 (0) 1455 559386. 





SuperDisks No.71 & 72 





Only one Super SuperDisk this 
M.M. Experience more than makes up 
will surely enjoy using it. 














month, but we are 





sure 
for that. It’s a great program 
David Ward leads you through the simple 
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instructions for this month’s other goodies.. 





This superb authoring package, 
brought to you free, courtesy of 
AU/ and Optonica, is installed from 
Workbench. Just boot as normal 
and then insert SuperDisk No.71. 
Open the disk icon and double- 
click on the icon. Then follow the 
on-screen instructions to unpack 
the files to the destination of your 
choice - floppy or hard disk. 

Hard disk users can select both 
the program and example files to 
be installed in one go. If you are a 
floppy-based user then we would 
suggest you do the installation in 
two parts, putting the program onto 
one floppy disk, and then the 
examples onto another. 

M.M.Experience works under 
Workbench 1.3 and above. 

And don’t forget... next month’s 
SuperDisk will have lots of support 
files for this amazing multimedia 
authoring package. 
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The Great AUI 
GameDisk 


Shepherd 


Gods’ style games, first seen with 
Populous, brought a new angle to 
the gamer’s world. The chance to 
build lands, cause wars, and 
bring general mayhem to the 
poor sods who lived there. 
Shepherd allows you to do the 
same, but this time with sheep! 
Shepherd is a_ self-contained 











shareware game that runs from 
Workbench. It must be one of the 
most entertaining yet demanding 
games ever on the everpopular 
AUI Coverdisks. 
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The Essential AUI 
Utilities Disk 


MFS 





Users of CrossDos, and multiple 
external drives, often end up 
with a jumble of extra icons on 
their Workbench screen. MFS 
solves this by combining the file 
systems these devices use into 
one. So instead of df0:??777, or 
PC0O:????, or even Mac0:???7, 
coming up and cluttering the 
screen, the system suppresses 
the unwanted disk icons and 
only presents you with the 
appropriate one. Clever, don’t 
you think? 


MonED 





After many requests from read- 
ers, we have put this handy editor 
utility on for you. It is designed to 
allow you to alter a monitor driver 
so that you can configure your 
Suitably equipped Amiga to work 
with most PC VGA type monitor. 

Nevertheless, we think it only 
right to warn you: 


We cannot accept respon- 
sibility should you do irreparable 
damage to your monitor. 

It's a great and very well con- 
structed utility. Just make sure 
you use it properly. 


Multitudinous 5.0 


Yep, here’s the latest version of 
this popular file selector, or 
front-end if you prefer. A colour- 





ful screenful of buttons can be 
configured to launch programs 
and carry out other actions. This 
is only a_ limited version. 
Registered users get more func- 
tions and no _ ‘annoyance’ 
requesters. 


ReadRDB 





After listening to a number of hard 
disk horror stories recently, we 
have decided to include this little 
utility that reads the Rigid Disk 
Block information stored on your 
hard disk - if you have one that is. 

The RDB holds the data that 
your Amiga uses to access the 
drive, and by backing it up to flop- 
py you may save yourself hours of 
worry at some point in the future. 
Should the RDB become corrupt- 
ed, or you make a mistake using 
HDtools, then by re-installing it 
from floppy you can salvage your 
data without having to re-format 
and restore your backup. Oh yes, 
backup. You have made one, 
haven't you? Do it. Now! 
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ShowFont 





Another reader requested utility, 
this time one that enables you to 
quickly view both bitmap and 
Compugraphic font files. Find that 
style quickly and easily. Print out 
an example if you wish. A boon for 
Desktop Publishers everywhere. 
Especially those equipped with a 
CD-ROM drive. 





And finally Esther... the supporting 
documents for our special cable TV 
feature this month - The Octopus 
Under Your Feet. These special 
text files list local cable operators 
and companies, and can be read 
from within any text reader or 
editor. 
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The AUI 
Electronics Disk 


Ever needed to emulate a digital 
electronic circuit of your design? 
No access to Spice? Then Elec- 
trics Digital Designer should solve 
your problems. 

After drawing your circuit design 
in the schematic module, a network 
file can be generated. This is then 
used by the software to test the cir- 
cuits design. Various types of 
devices are available for use. 
These include AND gates, a multi- 
plexer, and latches. If these terms 
mean nothing to you, then Electrics 
Digital Designer is not for you. If 
you do know what a latch does 
then have fun. And don’t forget to 
register, it will be well worth you 
while. 





Next month’s Coverdisks 
will contain numerous support 
files for use in your own multi- 
media extravaganzas. There 
will be loads of pictures, 
anims, and souns files. Plus 
some other goodies. So stay 
tuned to AUI. 
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AUI SuperDisk No.72 


















Additional 
Information 


Fio Users 


You can install to any disk except this month’s SuperDisk. When prompted, 
insert your spare disk into df0:, the internal drive. The time taken to install 
a disk varies. 









































Hard Drive Users 


Now you can install directly to your hard drive. Boot SuperDisk No.72 as 
you do for floppy installation, and select the disk you wish to install. When 
asked whether you wish to install to floppy or hard drive, select ‘h’. You will 
be given a list of available devices and the space on them. Bear in mind 
that over 2 and a half Megs of space are required to install the whole set 
of disks. 

The SuperDisks will install an exact copy of the floppy disk, AUIDEC95x, 
to asubdirectory of that name. This includes startup-sequences etal. Delete 
any unnecessary files. Note also that the icon information default tool in the 
documents will need changing or the reader ‘least’ will need copying from 
the c directory in the subdirectory to the c directory on the partition you have 
installed to (not necessarily sys:c directory). 

Youcannotinstall to any path that contains the following letter sequence: 
“df”, “po”, “ds”, “ram”, “cd”. This is to avoid any confusion with other Amiga 
devices. It is not a good idea to have partitions/directories called this 


anyway. 


Expert Users 


The installation directly to hard drive should mean that manual installation 
would take you longer now. It therefore seems little point detailing this. 
Should you wish to, remember that SuperDisk No.72 is a diskspare disk and 
requires this device to read them and that the commands are stored in 
superdisk72:c/commands.|zx. 





Viruses 


During the production of our coverdisks the disks were constantly checked 
for quality. While disks are checked for viruses, it is always safer to virus 
check the disk prior to installation. 


Shutters 


ee 
Prior to installation you should check the shutter of the disk to ensure that it has 
not been damaged in transit. This is best done by gently sliding the shutter to 
the left and allowing it to spring back. Please note that AU/ nor Publisher 
cannot be deemed liable for any problems arising from use of the disk. 


Disk Return 


i semen ts eS SD 
In the unlikely event your disk is damaged or simply doesn’t run, please 
return it to the duplicator, Tib PLC, Tib House, 11 Edward Street, Bradford, 
BD4 7BH, (who may be contacted on 01274 736990) together with a 
stamped addressed envelope. Where it is a duplication fault, the postage 
will be returned along with the replacement disk. 

















Technical Su ort 


Ring our duplicator’s technical support line on 0891 715929 (weekdays 
10.00am - 12.30pm, 1.30pm - 4.40pm). They may be able to offer useful 
advice. Calls are charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p at all other 
times. Please ensure you have the permission of the phone owner before 
making the call. 
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DISK INFORMATION 


We have gone to every effort to make the SuperDisk easy to use and to ensure 
that all the programs work on as many systems as possible. 

We regret that we cannottake any telephone calls concerning SuperDisk 
problems. They are just too time consuming and then we wouldn't have time 
to put the next SuperDisk together for you. 

If you do have a problem, try the docs again and refer to your manual, should 
you need to move any libraries or assign any programs. If you are truly stuck, 
please write to Amiga Answers. 


Much Gratitude to Jimbob, the supportive Sysop of the excellent Waltons’ 
Mountain BBS, on 0181 891 5730. Faulty Towers shouldn’t be omitted, 
available on 01235 535113. If you want to be truly international, then check out 
the splendid American BBS Smorgasboard, on 205 745 3989. 


Readers’ Contributions 


AUI’s SuperDisks are crammed with the cream of Amiga crop. Many of the 
programs are created especially for us and released into the Public Domain through 
AUI.\t’s you the reader that makes it possible for AU/to continue to share top quality 
software with tens of thousands of avid Amiga users. 

lf you have a masterpiece that you think can cut it with the best, send it to: 
SuperDisk Contributions, Amiga User International Magazine, Unit 2, Utopia 
Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX. Alternatively, you can send your 
programs uuencoded by email to amigauser @ cix.compulink.co.uk. 

It's best for us if you don’t use Powerpacker, because we use LZX to archive, 
which is far more efficient. It will also help if you tell us which libraries or fonts your 
program requires, keeping them to a minimum if possible. So, if you're sending 
an AMOS program for example, try to avoid the need to have the AMOS library 
separately. These guidelines make life jolly for everyone. 

Happy compiling! 


Shareware 


a tin ee 
Justa brief reminder that some of the programs on our Coverdisk are Shareware. This 
means that you can try them out, but if you regularly use them you should send a 
registration fee to the author. Registration fees are between £5 and £20 and 
sometimes the author will send you the latest version in return. You can send an 
International Money Order, or preferably a cheque but many authors don't accept 
cheques if they are outside the UK. If you want to risk sending cash in a registered 
post, it’s up to you. We wouldn't advise it but it's your money... 

Note that some of the authors don’t want anything more than a postcard 
from you so they can see how far their programs have travelled. So, why not 
make their day. After all, they made yours. 


Compatibility 


The SuperDisk is WorkBench 2 and above only, and require one Meg of Chip 
RAM or more. We deem this to be the minimum spec Amiga used nowadays. That 
doesn’t mean that we aren’t aware of users with 1.3 Amigas. The reason is simply 
that most new programs, certainly those developed by PD programmers, require 
WorkBench 2 and because it allows us to give about a further 300-400K of data. 
Getting over four Megs onto two disks isn’t possible with OFS disks and 
decrunching them would require more floppy disks on your part. WorkBench 2 
gives much more than a new WorkBench disk, it powers up your Amiga, radically 
renovating your Operating System. The only option for 1.3 users is to upgrade. 
The cost is negligible (c.£50), and is more than worth it for the wealth of new 
programs on offer and for the money you'll save on floppy disks! 

All the programs on these disks work on an A1200 and most on an Amiga 500+. 
The best way to check is to read the docs and try the game. Should you require 
additional libraries for the program, they should be enclosed in the program 
directory and you need to copy them to your libs:directory on your WorkBench disk. 

Read your WorkBench manual for instructions on doing this. 

Should it all go horribly wrong, please WRITE to Amiga Answers at the 
address shown in the Answers section. DO NOT RING! We cannot answer 
queries over the ‘phone. Sorry. 


Documentation 


a tt a EES 
All the plain documents can be read simply by double clicking on their icons. The 
text will scroll, use the mouse to control it and press Escape to quit. If the docs 
are in AmigaGuide format, you'll need a computer that can read AmigaGuide files 
in order to read them without all the nodes showing. 

The docs can also be loaded into any Word Processor that reads ASCII, 
which is just about all of them. 
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The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies, 
a brand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a 
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to 
S make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack 
from Silica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE 
Chaos software pack - see below. 


MAGIC PACK INCLUDES: 


© Amiga 1200 Computer - 2m. RAM 
R © 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in 

© 2.5" 170mB HD Option - see seiow 

© Wordsworth V4se - word Processor 

© Digita Datastore v1.1 - vataase 

© Digita Organiser v1.1 - rersonai organiser 

e Jurbo Calc V3.5 - spreadsheet 


e Photogenics v1.2se 
» Paint/image Processing & Composing 


e Personal Paint v6.4 
Paint Package 


© Workbench v3.1 

® WhizZzZ - 30 Piattorm Game 
e FREE Chaos Pack 
© Pinball Mania - pinvat arcade Game 


INCLUDES ALL DISKS & MANUALS INCLUDES SCALA MM300* 


2up RAM - NO HD 
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" A1200 SPECIFICATIONS 
e 32-Bit 68020EC Processor 
e AGA Chipset/16.7 Million Colours 


— e 2Mb RAM — Built-In Modulator 
~~ e 96 Key Keyb’rd With Numeric Key Pad 


> | e PCMCIA Smart Card Slot 















* SCALA DOES NOT 


Inc VAT - AMC 3039 INCLUDE DISKS & MANUALS 









Inc VAT - AMC 3199 


AMIGA A 4000 T 


TOWER SYSTEM 


68040/25mnz or 68060/50mnz Processor —sroniror not incwuoeo - See pace > 

6b RAM - 2m» Chip, 4mb Fast _ ; 

Workbench v3.1 
__ @ Advanced Graphics Architecture 
— _ ‘AGA' Chip Set - 16.7 Million 
Colour Palette 
— @ 1.2c» SCSI Hard Drive 
4 © 1.76m» Floppy Drive 

e 2x 3.5" Drive Bays 
shaos Pack from Silica 


| aie) 
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SOFTWaRE Pack 
| : i: SYNDIC ENGINE inebbsSseal cseed eeaasaaio 

i NICK FALDANTASIES ianaiainie cae 
AWARD CHAOS PACK (combined — Reiss. £34.99 


WINNING Pack me £125.96 
AMICK 
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MAIL ORDER HOTLINE: 


0181-309 1111 


CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE Subject to status 
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ON ORDERS OVER £40+vat 


Apmin CHance of £2.50 + vat For Orvens Unner £40 + vat 









E&OE Prices & specifications may change 
Return the coupon on po 3 for the latest details 
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VIDEO MIXING DESK 
© ET OES 4 CUTER GRIPE OR LAE 
© 608 HLS Aas FTO IHTETTS 1 PoE RE 





Hardware fade between graphic/video 


High quality graphics and video mixing desk 
FREE Scala HT100 program disk 

Add tities and special effects to videos 

Ideal tor home and semi-professional users 
Supports all standard Amiga and AGA graphics 
Input and output composite video signals 


Switches between video only, computer only 
and mixed graphics 


RGB thru - saving the genlock from 
being unplugged when not in use 


Optional chroma key unit available 
Early '96 


Comprehensive 


16-page manual 
plus full colour 
sleeve INC VAT VID 2100 


OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM 


FOR THE AMIGA 1200 


This unit combines a CD-ROM drive with the future in Smart Card Interfaces, the 
PCMCIA slot. This makes for an incredibly convenient and simple to use CD-ROM 
drive system opening up a whole new world of CD/multimedia technology. 


® PCMCIA 
connection a 
® Quad speed oe 


mechanism 






= 
® 600K/sec data ) = 
transfer rate —=- 
© PhotoCD % —_—S—‘ 
compatible | : 
® Multi-session 
compatible 





® Runs most CD” software 
SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE 


INC VAT HAR 3542 





Armimet Set V oonnscccccccccseeccnese £24.95 Light TN actos Saati £39.00 
4 gigabytes of software - ACA 0500 650Mb of 3D objects, images etc - ACL 0100 
i) a a er 4.95 Meeting Pearls Vol. Il .......... £9.95 
1.1 gigabytes of software - ACA 0510 650Mb of the finest PD software - ACM 0500 
PRIUS ia iiss £14.95 Terra Sound Library .......... £19.95 
1.1 gigabytes of software - ACA 0520 7,800 sound files - ACT 0400 

Animations Double CD ... £19.95 The Light Works .................. £39.00 
Hundreds of animations - ACA 1000 Raytracing objects and textures - ACT 0500 
Go lk IRS AR RC sas sisnaansnssseonsccsse 29.9 
Runs CD” software. CD-ROM required - ACC 1000 Entire PD library on 4 CDs - ACU 6500 

Giga RST IOD cosriiconinnmntic It os | ae eae £19.00 
10,000 images on 4 CDs - ACG 0500 Selection of PD classics - ACZ 0500 


ee IMAGE MANIPULATION 
B2 PHOTOGENICS V1.2 
se FOR A1200/A4000/T 
® Manipulate and paint graphics in 24-bit 


® Supports popular mnage formats including JPEG, 
GIF, IFF, PhotoCD and many more ... 


—= ® Multiple image editing NEW VERSION 

® Real-time HAM8 display 

® Open design lets you to add your £54 
own loaders, savers or effects (INC VAT__ASP 3000 


SCALA MULTIMEDIA 


MM400 
e Videotitlingand === 
presentation : 
package 


© /mport Deluxe 
Paint and 
similar 
animations 


@ Professional 
quality wipes 
and transitions 


e /mports MIDI and standard sound files 


> 


St: Photogenics 


——* 











FOR ALL AMIGAS 


24-bit image processing at 
Various Realtime painting tools 
Image thumbnails 


hie foxt handling ® Supports GIFF, POX, FLC, PhotoCD and 
ae image composing many other file 

Image FX browser formats 

Soft edge & * Easy to use 

anti-aliasing INC VAT AS! 2132 storyboard layout INC VAT ASS 1042 
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A500 512K (no clock) ......... £20.00 
Takes an A500 from 512K to 1Mb - RAM 0505 


A500 512K (inc clock)........ £25.00 
Takes an A500 from 512K to 1Mb - RAM 0510 


A500 PIUS PMb iocccccscccccccssscccreen . £30.00 
Takes an A500 from 1Mb to 2Mb - RAM 0520 


A600 1mb (no clock)............... £30.00 
Takés an A600 from 1Mb to 2Mb - RAM 0605 


A600 1mb (inc clock).............. £40.00 
Takes an A600 from 1mMb to 2Mb - RAM 0610 


Hawk 1Mb - No FPU ............. £99.00 
8Mb 32-bit RAM board, 1Mb populated 
and battery backed clock - RAM 1210 


Hawk 2mb - No FPU............. £129.00 
8Mb 32-bit RAM board, 2Mb populated 
and battery backed clock - RAM 1220 


Hawk 4mb - No FPU............£189.00 
8Mb 32-bit RAM board, 4Mb populated, 
and battery backed clock - RAM 1240 


Hawk 8mb - No FPU............ £329.00 
8b 32-bit RAM board, 8Mb populated 
and battery backed clock - RAM 1280 


FPU 33muz For Hawk ........... £59.00 
Crystal and FPU for Hawk - UPG 1250 


FPU 40muz For Hawk ........... £99.00 
Crystal and FPU for Hawk - UPG 1255 


i-glasses! 


FOR AMIGA 600/1200 
4000 WITH MAMBA MODULATOR 
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Open your eyes to a whole 
new reality. Unlike other head- 
mounted devices, Virtual |.O’s 
i-glasses!™ give you a crystal 
clear full colour video image - 
i's like having a personal 2 
metre screen with you all the 
time. What's more, with the hi- 
fi stereo sound, you'll wonder 


how you ever 
settled for 
less. INC VAT VID 1610 


@ BARMBA 


ak MODULATOR 


FOR ALL AMIGAS 


— 











The Amitek Mamba External Modulator, 
makes an ideal replacement modulator for 
all Amiga owners. Everything needed is 
supplied. Like all 
Amitek peripherals, it 
comes with an easy 
to follow manual, 


POWER SUPPLY 


Amitek A500/600/1 200 ..... £29.00 


Beige coloured replacement power 
supply for A500/600/1200 - POW 0510 


INC VAT MOA 4200 


MAIL ORDER HOTLINE: 


0181-309 1111 


22 STORES NATIONWIDE ,.- 


| QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE 





AMITEK 





@ imo SONY FLOPPY 


34" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 
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® High quality 34 Sony mechanism @ 75MS access time 


® Strong metal casing 

® Built-in anti-click feature 

© Switchable anti-virus mode 
© Enable/disable switch 


® Daisy chainable via thru port 
®@ Low power usage 
®@ External PSU 

not required 


INC VAT DAI 1159 


@ LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY 


AMITEK 


tame Team on 


BA" 


Imp INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 


FOR AMIGA 500/500PLUS OR AMIGA 600/1200 





These internal Amitek Loader replacement 
drives are ideal for users who wish to replace 
their existing internal drive. The pack features 
a high quality internal 1Mb, 34° drive 
mechanism for the Amiga 500/500PLUS or 
Amiga 600. All that you need to fit your drive 
is included, plus easy to follow fitting 
instructions and 24 months warranty. 


INC VAT ORI 3600 INC VAT DRI 3605 


SCSI INTERFACE COLOUR MONITOR 





FOR A600/A1200 





Named after the famous storage hungry 
animal, the Squirrel SCSI-2 interface simply 
plugs into the PCMCIA slot (avoiding 
warranty problems) and allows you to connect 
up to 7 SCSI devices to your Amiga at the 
same time. This could be any combination 


of hard drives, SCSI 
CD-ROM drives, zip 
drives. PD drives, etc. |inc VAT HAR 4000 


AMI-FILESAFE - USER ..... £29.00 
Super fast filing system - ASA 4795 


AMI-FILESAFE - PRO ........ £69.00 


No restrictions version - ASA 4800 


BRILLIANCE V2.0 ............... £49.00 
Advance paint & animation software - ASB 7912 
CRI VB aiaiccsssesisicimene £79.00 
Interactive audiovisual authoring - ASC 2200 
EDGE 1.7 - PRO ................. £16.95 
For text editing - ASE 8200 

GB ROUTE PLUG.............. £34.99 
Plan trips and journeys in the UK - ASG 3122 
FINAL WRITER V4 .............. £74.95 
Word publisher with graphics & fonts - ASF3802 
PEN PAL Ui 1S. nconccrercorsn £36.95 
Easy to use word processor - ASP 1942 
FUNAL, COPY Ui renceonrnreosoressrs £49.95 
Powerful WYSIWYG word processor - ASF 3622 
MAXIPLAN 4 on ecccosesnerernsereeee £19.00 
Business software suite - ASM 2012 

PEN PAL UK 1.5 ........... £36.95 


Easy to use word processor - ASP 1942 


AT 


JAMERICAN 


14" COLOUR 
MONITOR 


FOR A1200/A4000/T 







AMIGA 
M1438S 


® Official Amiga Branded Monitor 
@ 14°.28mm Colour Monitor with Built- 


in Stereo Speakers 


® 15KHz-40KHz 

® Digital RGB Analog 

® For A1200 & 
A4000/T 


® Power and audio 
cables 


AMI-FILESAFE 
“USER” 


e Ami-FileSafe is the new 
de-facto standard Filing System 
for your Amiga 


@ Secure filing system - no more 
corrupt disks when applications 
crash when writing to disk! 


@ Super fast - much faster than FFS 
e /nstant directory listings 


@ Parallel access with negligible 
performance loss 


® More efficient use of disk space 
than FFS/OFS 


e large directories 
do not decrease 
performance INC VAT ASA 4795 


ON ORDERS OVER £40+vaT 


Prices & specifications may change 
Return the coupon on page 3 for latest details 


Aowin Cuance oF £2.50 + vat For Oapers. Unoer £40 + vat 























CITIZEN 24-PiN 
ABC COLOUR 
DOT MATRIX 


Ac 





@ Smail and compact with 24-pin 
print quality 
@ Works with any PC or Amiga computer 
®@ 5 Built-in fonts, 2 scalable to 40pt 
@ Built-in 50 sheet auto feeder 


“4 ##PRINTERS © 


COLOUR 
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Speed: 4 pages per minute - 

10cpi at 248cps (high speed) and 
173cps (high quality) 

80 column - A4 


LEXMARK EXECJET lic 
COLOUR INKJET 


a 


®@ Speeds: 
B&W: 


. 3ppm draft/ 
= at 2Zppm LQ 
ae olour trom: 
Ze 5% 
_ minutes 
— ST er page 


®@ Res: 600 x 300dpi black and white 
300 x 300dpi colour 

@ 150 sheets A4, up to 15 envelopes 

® 72 Built-in Scalable Fonts 

® 21K8 Buffer Memory 

@ Parallel interface 


Optional serial) 
° 
: Eat fade EXC VAT PRI5676 


PRINTER CONTROLLER 


\ 














CRITICAL ZONE PACK 


32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES 










TITLES 
AVAILABLE 






Fil Boats 
TITLES 


CIiVVO% FORDER 
RGGEDS 


— 










| MAIL ORDER © FREE DELIVERY 11 22 STORES 


Res: 360 x 360dpi - 720 x 360dpi 

with smoothing function in mono 
Fonts: 5 typefaces 

Parallel interface 

64K input buffer, 41K download buffer 
Emulations: LQ2550, X23E, 


@ Citizen ‘Easystart’ software for 
Windows and Amiga 


@ Auto set facility 
@ Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 
®@ Black ribbon 


Print 24-bit graphics 
Workbench drivers 
for most printers 
Prints pictures 
from disk using 
very little memory 


leaeesannnne 





@ Colour kit supplied Canon enhanced The ONLY 
including Automatic professional 
colour ribbon and manual colour management : 
@ 2 year warranty (INC VAT _ PRI 2422 sheet feeder ING VAT PRI 1734 system on the Amiga UN VAT 


SILICA STOCK A FULL RANGE OF PRINTERS, DRIVES & ACCESSORIES - CALL FOR DETAILS 


HD & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J’STICKS 





Seagate ST9240AG 210mb OverDrive IDE HD 560Mb .. £249.00 Logic 3 Speed Mouse ...... £11.95 
+ GVP Software .............. £129.00 Ultra Fast 560Mb Hard Disk, Switchable for Amiga and ST, 300dpi, 

2.5" Internal Drive. Upgrades an Amiga 600 or plugs onto PCMCIA slot - HAR 3544 ultra-sensitive buttons - MOU 4000 

1200 to a hard disk model - HAR 0210 . 

Seagate ST92300AG 262mb OverDrive IDE HD 1.2Gb..... £349.00 Quickshot Apache QS131. £6.99 


2 fire buttons, 6 foot cable, biogrip for, 


Ultra fast 1.2Gb hard disk, plugs onto 
maximum control, 4 suction cups - JOY 6431 


PCMCIA slot - HAR 3550 


+ GVP Software... ccs £149.00 
2,5" Internal Drive, Upgrades an Amiga 600 or 


1200 to a hard disk model - HAR 0262 


Quickshot Starfighter 1 .... £8.99 ROM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top 
OverDrive Double Speed £179.00 200m 14.4XE Fax Modem... £79.00 fi 6f ble, ; : 
Mows access to Amiga spaciic COs External 14,400bps fax/modem, includes Bt) Maina bbabre greece CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include 
and play CD™ software - HAR 3540 Compuserve membership - MOD 9315 ; keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of 1200 
OverDrive Quad Speed... £249.00 ZIP Stik Super PPO... £9.95 software) and an MPEG video playback card 


Zoom 28.8XE Fax Modem... £143.65 


External 28,800bps fax/modem, includes 
Compuserve membership - MOD 9394 


Panasonic 


PD SYSTEM _. 
READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE 


Autofire, microswitches, hand held/ 
table top joystick - JOY 5600 


MEGA MOUSE 


FOR ALL AMIGAS 


Uitra high 400dpi 
resolution with 
opto-mechanical 
encoder 

5 foot cable 
Effortless fingertip 


Allows access to Amiga specific CDs 
and play CD” software - HAR 3542 


32-Bit processing power 


176.8 million colours 


FOR THE AMIGA 1200 


Ultra fast external hard disk. Plugs 
into PCMCIA siot - 
interface is twice the 


77 button controller 





speed of the a . ied sree EO-ROM Bite operation with Optional full screen video 
internal one. og wit ata Transfer reliable micro- - @ 

Can be used y 4 and 195ms access . switch buttons CD module - cca0s20 @ £199 
eae - @ 650Mb re-writable optical disk 4 [-95 

Det aka iw drive with removable cartridges. _ Turns the CD* into a powerful 





Cartridges (DIS 1500) £45.00 a 


External IDE hard disk for A1200 the SX1 multiport expansion 





Supplied with ALL-IN- Mega Mouse 3 Button....... £14.95 module. 
ee IN ONE As above mouse with 3 buttons - MOU 1881 

Can be used along | iwevat Han 3544 INC VAT - CCA 0100 
side internal HD 


ING VAT CDR 4300 


£39.00 


PC type keyboard that plugs into SX1 INC VAT - PKE 0120 


MAIL ORDER SALES TEAM 22 STORES NATIONWIDE 


18 BRANCHES IN DEBENHAMS 


FREE DELIVERY in UK mainiand 
On orders over £40.var. Small 
admin charge (£2. 50.var) on 
orders under £40,vat 


NATIONWIDE 


BRISTOL Debenhams - (ga Aou|. Stames Barton 0117-929 1021 


aS ener err re ES aS 


A “CHELMSFORD Debenhams (end foo, 27 High St 01245 355511 

r CROYDON Debenhams -(nsfion), 11-31 North End 0181-688 4455 

T H S$ | [ | C A SERV] C E ¥ GLASGOW —_—_— Debenhams - (Sin foot). 97 Argyle St 0141-221 0088 

Before you decide WHEN to buy, we suggest you consider WHERE to buy and GLOUCESTER Debenhams (wrGns Roo Kings Square 0145-252 2121 
protect your investment with a purchase from Silica. With our unrivalled GUILDFORD Debenhams - (2d Foor), Millbrook 


= > 01483 301300 
experience and expertise, we will provide all the extra help, advice and new HARROW Deberihiams ~:2nFoor!. Station Rd 


0181-427 4300 
product information you may need both now and in the future. Buy direct, visit one HULL Debenhams - (2nd foo). Prospect St 01482 325151 


IPSWICH Debentiams (ons Foor), Westgate St «01473 221313 
LONDON Silica = 52Toftenham Court Rd —_(0171-580 4000 


if before you make your purchase from a Silica LONDON Debenhams (3d Root) 334 Oxford St (0171-580 3000 


store, you see the same goods offered at a lower * LONDON HarroGs = (ied Foor), Knightsbridge _—«0171-730 1234 
price by a local competitor, we will match them on LUTON 01582 21201 


a Same Product - Same Price basis. For customers MANCHEST Amdale Centre 
who order by telephone, we will match other mail MA ebenhaMms - (3rd Floor). Market St eS eee 
1 


order companies prices (including their delivery PLYMOUTH Debenhams - (ara ficcri, Royal Parade 
charge). All price matches are subject to our ROMFORD Debenhams - (3d oor), Market Place 01708 766066 
competitor having the goods in stock. SHEFFIELD Debenhams - i Row), The Moor 0114-276 8611 

“SHEFFIELD Debenhams. ( Ground), Meadowhall Ctre 0114-256 9779 
WE OFFER DISCOUNTS | && sicur siics ~~ siics House Hatheray ao 0781-302 8811 
01703 223888 


To Business, Education and Government purchasers SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams - (1s: oon, Qleensway 
who place volume orders. Call 0181-308 0888 SOUTHEND Keddies  - ion Foon High Street 01702 462426 


"THURROCK = Debenhams-|ist oor), Lakeside Centre 01708 869587 
WE SUPPORT YOU _ ff - rr 
2 chnical Hel - 0181-309 1111 and Free 
Free Technical Helpline and Free , ie A DEBEWN AMS 
———— Se 4 


brochures available on request 
MAIL ORDER & HEAD OFFICE: Silica House, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4Dx ; 


ION OF PHODIS PL« 


COMPUTER 


of our stores, or return the coupon now and begin to experience the “Silica Service" 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: .......-..2..... 


17 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Silica has been established for over 17 years, longer 
than most other computer suppliers, and has a 
proven track record in professional computer sales 


OPEN UNTIL 7pm 


Mail order lines are open Mon-Fri Sam to 7pm and Sat Sam 
to 5.30pm. Call your local store for shop opening times. 


HOW TO PAY 


We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 19.9% - written quotes on request) 


CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 


10% deposit & 12, 24 or 36 monthly payments (APR 19.9%) or 0% interest 
available on selected products over £1000 - Subject to status - Call for details 


WE PRICE MATCH 


Surname: .........0. 
Best Software 


Delivery Service 





Company (it appticable): ........, 








Address: ............. 


























Tel (Work) 
NOMINATION 
Best After 
Sales Service 





es Carry 3 Seiected range only 


bul Products can Me Ordered in the stores via Mail Order 





Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CD® 
games console with built-in dual speed CD- 


allowing video CDs to be played on the CD®. 


Dual speed CD-ROM drive 
Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs 
Titles available from £9.99 


32-bit multimedia computer using 





INC VAT 
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FREE DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 


CALL 0181-309 1111 OR RETURN THE COUPON 
To: Silica, AMUSR-1295-270, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX 


() Please send me an Amiga brochure - free of charge 
() Please send detailed information on the following products: 





How’s That! 
Out of the mouths of babes 
The AGA experience 
CompuServe fast-tracks 





Short term memory? 
Free Internet Access 
liyama celebrates 
Free Internet Access 
Internet in Politics 
Top Notch 
Below the Belt Sponsorship 
Quote of the Month 





Amiga Still Making Magic 
Microsoft versus The Unbundlers 
Gizza Pizza! 

Up Up and Thrown Away? 
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A Philip's Present? 


randslam are “bowled out” by 
the response to their ITS 
Cricket (International Test 
Series) on the Amiga, so much that 
they have told AU/ that they have 
agreed a special promotion with 
Leisuresoft and Technoplus. (Well, 
it's a good story anyway, isn't it?) 
Its Cricket, which Mark Blackham 
raved about, will be bundled with a 





CompuServe goes shopping 
TV for Free 
IBM topples HP 
Selling Like Wildfire? 
Serious Sound 
le, It ecto sth 





pines Whirl with ¢ a Vaauae Girl 
Fewer On The Game 
Hope Springs Eternal 
Virgin Quenches Thirst 
sien 





A Really Hard Drive 
Buses Go Ultra 


Technoplus Amiga mouse and will be 
available through Virgin Megastores, 
while Beatties will be selling the title 
with a Technoplus Amiga pad. The 
CD-ROM version of ITS Cricket is due 
out enabling CD users to enjoy the 
simulation. But with the South African 
tour and the World Cup reviving 
interest in Cricket, Grandslam have 
set up the deal in preparation for the 


new Amigas to be launched by Escom. 


Price £23.99. 

Contact: 

Grandslam Interactive Ltd., 
Grandslam House, 

3, Rathbone Square, 

28 Tanfield Road, 

Croydon, Surrey 

CRO 1AL. 

Tel: 0181 680 7044. 


Out of the 
mouths of babes 








Modems Drop a Cog 
No More Drive Time be ackard Bell has been surveying the views of children 
Chipping Out and their families on the preferred platforms for playing 


Racing to Defenestration 
SPEC92 is dead, long live 
die ll 





Yoobiirt Cubes For Oldtimers 


games. “Anecdotal evidence... shows that kids still regard 
consoles as better platforms because they are dedicated to 
games playing”, said a PB spokesperson. 20% of children 
thought the Sega Megadrive was a better platform than 
their PC, while 55% considered the PC best for games. 
(Which doesn't really tie up with PB’s analysis, does it?) 


Sega also scored well with 12.5% forthe MegaCD. 3D0 
and Jaguar scored 5%, with the SNES rated at 2.5%. The 
survey sample was 200 families. 

No respondents mentioned Saturn or Playstation. 
(Could that be because they hadn’t actually seen one? 
Which must be the present case of 99% of the population 
and is likely to be the future situation too at £299 a 
throw.) 


Carryaway CD ROM Drive 
Bursting At What Seams? 
Hard Times 
Getting Back 3.1 





Better But No Sega 
Multimedia in Las Vegas 
Wanted: 3rd Party for Walkabout 
Rage, Rage Against the Dying of 
Taking a Liberty 
Halleluiah! 

Tesco — Your Local Computer 
sida 








White gone Rides On 
Gloomy Outlook 
Demonic Upgrade 
HP Strikes Again 
Right-On-E 
Slow, Slow, Quick, Quick, Slow? 


Pre-orders are priced at £17.99. 


Compiled and edited by 


Anthony Mael and Martin Witton NR11 8LJ. Tel. 01263 722169. 


TH AU! DECEMBER 1995 






The AGA 
Experience 


S AdENESS and NFA have told AU/ that they are very proud to present their 
first Amiga CD ROM disk - The AGA Experience which is compatible, they 
claim, with all AGAT Amigas with a CD ROM drive. The contents of the disc are 
said to be ‘ready to run’ with custom ray-traced icons. It features the MagicWB 
colour scheme and icons, and contains over 600 megabytes of software. This 
includes AGA games, WB3+ utilities, creative software, and AGA slideshows. 
The company says that most of the contents will not have been on any CD 
before, such as Diskmags which contain all of the 1995 Amiga Reports, 
specially licenced. (A diskmag that hasn’t been on a disk before? How odd.) 





Contact: SAdENESS PD, 13 Russell Terrace, Mundesley, Norfolk. 
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a 
access for its UK members. 
Customers who use 28,800 bps 
modems will have access to services 
at a higher speed through the London 
communications site, doubling, say 
Compuserve, the firm’s access rate at 
no extra cost to members. Compu- 
serve has also announced new 
graphical UK menus. Wow! 


Short term memory? 


me esearch company Datrontech are 
predicting that the rush to 
upgrade PCs, so that they can run 
Microsoft's recently launched 
Windows 95, will result in a global 
shortage of computer memory. This 
will, in turn, they say, create a sharp 
increase in the price of RAM. The 
consequential fear is then that any 
increase in the price of RAM will 
heighten the problem of computer 
theft. Now, we’re perfectly prepared 
to believe all sorts of nasty things 
about Microsoft and Bill Gates 
wanting to take over the world etc. 
but we can’t really credit them with 
being the cause, direct or indirect, of 
an increase in computer theft. 
According the laws of supply and 
demand, the price of any scarce item 


rises so that the rationing is based on 
ability to pay. You may not like that, 
but it is called capitalism. And there 
may be a rise in theft as the real 
capitalists, the tea leaves, get in on 
the act. The answer is not to blame 
Microsoft for doing a reasonably 
capitalist thing by introducing a new, 
even if not very clever, system so that 
they could make even more money 
but just encourage the RAM 
manufacturers to produce more and 
So get the price down and the 
attractiveness to thieves diminish. 
(Is AU/the only computer magazine 
that gives you lessons on geopolitics, 
while solving world shortages at the 
Same time by using its brilliant 
economics analysis? Go to the top of 
the class for buying this magazine!) 


lryama celebrates 
M 


anufacturer of Vision Master 
computer monitors, liyama UK 
Ltd., has celebrated its second year of 
trading with open days and a party. 
Not slow to miss an opportunity, the 
company combined the opening with 
the launch of a brand new range of 
colour monitors, and the presentation 
of sales achievement awards to its top 
dealers, resellers and PC assemblers 
including old Amiga stalwart, Evesham 
Micros, Carrera, Redbox, Microtouch 
and Simply Computers. 





liyama UK’s Managing Director, 
Paul Butler, told AU/ “We started 
trading just over 2 years ago with 3 
Staff and a small office. The company 
now has 13 people, 4500 sa. ft. of 
prestigious office space and a turnover 
of £8.6 million. We confidently expect 
to meet and exceed our target of £14 
million for 1995.” 
Contact: iiyama UK Ltd., 
6-8 Viewpoint, Babbage Road, 
STEVENAGE, Herts. SG1 2EQ. 
Tel. 01438 745482. 
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Below the Belt Sponsorship 


Will Sony sponsor bear baiting next? 


Prince Naseem Hamed, new world champion 
eoLUTe TIE) em b--1-) mi CoMeliceiaMall-Mie-le(-tiat-1a 4 (ste) ey-Ige 
skin shorts for more conservative attire. Sony has 
Helal-lobloRtal-MuvelaleRelar-lialellelal slo) la lai) J ole] atte) 
J alles oy-le1.¢-[el-m-t-1[e Mm coll ol- Mii 7c! h,£100,000. It cov- 


ers four fights. Presum 


ly, thiS“figure was at- 


teclea th oM-laleltlelsB lel m@aF-lisl-te lk ve drop his shorts in 
favour of a Playstation outfit. Playstation might 
be a. good name for what we keep in our shorts 
too, but we don’t want to boast. Do Sony ac 

ally think that the image of someone REALLY 
daYdlale Bcokelok-1-lalelti-tel-la-telal-leel-liit-le[-BCeF-lale) ier 
human being is one that they want to be associ- _ 


ated with their new toy? 














S Robotics have made all its 

Sportster 28,800 Fax/modems 
Internet ready following a deal with 
Unipalm PIPEX. Both external and 
internal versions of Sportster 28,800 
will be bundled with PIPEX Dial Trial, 
Unipalm PIPEX’s personal Internet 
access software, which includes 
easy point and click auto-dialling 
software and the NetScape Naviga- 
tor web browser. 


Free Internet 
Access 










These modems will have free 
access to the Internet for one month, 
including access to the World Wide 
Web newsgroups. Sportster users 
who register with Unipalm PIPEX for 
the full PIPEX Dial service will get a 
further two months free access. 
Contact: U.S. Robotics Ltd., 

650 Wharfdale Road, Winnersh, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG41 5TP. Tel. 01734 228200. 




















internet 
in 
Politics 


he Labour Party recently an 

nounced that its Web site would 
feature proceedings from its autumn 
conference, and visitors would be able 
to get reports of debates and details of 
fringe meetings. Yet latest reports 
show that in reality the site has not 
been updated for some months, as 
the section tagged ‘latest information’ 
featured a rambling reaction to July’s 
Tory leadership contest! 

Oh well, maybe Tony Blair just 
isn't ready for the Superhighway yet. 





Top 
Notch 


nco’s Player Manager II (on the 
Amiga & PC) is topping the com- 
puter game charts, according to Gal- 
lup. ( Interestingly, all the top 3 in the 
Charts: PM2, Ultimate Soccer Man- 
ager from Impressions, and Premier 
Manager 3 from Gremlin are out on 
the Amiga, and the last two in AGA 
versions). So the reports of the death 
of the Amiga as a games machine 
appear to be somewhat exaggerated. 
What is odd though is that the top 
three games are all footie sims. What 
a Strange lot the gamesbuyers are. 
Seemingly only interested in nothing 
but kicking a ball around - but only on 
the screen. 


OTe) 2 
of the Month 


“The UK market is a really tough one, still dominated by games. Arts 
and the cultural titles have not taken off as we expected,” said Patrick 
Melchior, Emme’s French CD ROM publisher. Now, that’s a surprise, 
isn't it? Arts? Culture? The UK? Nazi Herman Goering may have been 
the one who made the famous remark about reaching for his revolver 
when he heard the word “culture”, but traditionally the only difference 
in the UK would have been some country gent reaching for his 12 bore 
shotgun. Today it might be a sawn off shotgun, but not much has 


changed otherwise. 


Certainly the audience that the ‘Computers’, i.e. to ys ofthis country, 
have been aimed at has been largely sub-teenage boys whose idea of 
an evening’s ‘cultural’ entertainment is either a shoot- ‘em-up or beat- 
em-up, and we're not talking computers here either. Sadly even the 
popularity of the Amiga, when it was sold in millions, was generally 
built on a con trick. Dad would buy it for Darren, or Craig, or Wayne, to 
be helped at school, but all it was used for was sprites leaping up and 
down platforms or other mindless games. Poor Mr. Melchior should 
have done his homework before he tried to introduce ‘culture’ (“Wash 
your mouth out, lan!”) into the UK computer games scene. 
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11 GOOD REASONS FOR OWNING 
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Spirit stunned musicians — 
and engineers with the aie — 1 
launch of Folio, the Breet — an 
world’s most versatile eae = went 
and affordable high 

ff st GRAHAM BLYTH’S HANDS-ON GUIDE 
quality personal mixer. 
Now there’s Folio Lite, But low cost doesn’t mean we've So here are 11 things that Graham 

kino th t skimped on the little details that can make _ slaved over to meet the challenge of 

making the concep of the difference when you're working on designing Lite. There’s no hype, just the 


tracks, playing at a gig or mixing to video, _real reasons why Lite stands out against 
That's because Folio Lite has been the competition — taken straight from 

designed by Graham Blyth, a perfectionist | Graham's notebook. 

who believes that even the smallest flaws 

can seriously compromise your mix. 


low-cost quality mixing 


4 Consistent Rotary Controls 


Off-the-shelf controls are seldom good 
enough for the consistent response 
you need when fine-tuning a mix. 
Spirit consoles have custom-designed 
potentiometer laws that guarantee 


predictable response to any movement. 
5 Balanced Inputs and LIVE 







Ground-Compensated Outputs 
The combination of both of these 


1 Quiet Inputs, with Huge Signal godsends on one console is exclusive STUDIO 


Handling Capacity to Spirit at this price. They protect 
At -129dBu EIN, Lite’s mic preamps are most input and output signals from ve ; 
actually quieter than many large “pro” interference and noise, even when SUB M | X ER 


ground loops, hum fields and lighting 


consoles, Our new mic preamps give you 
rigs try to corrupt your signals, 


even more signal handling than before; 
now you get sensitivity ranging from-4to § Mono Channel & Mix Inserts 
WHO IS SPIRIT’S 6048, rather than the usual -10 to “50dB; You can connect signal processors like 
that’s five times more handling capacity ; aes 
DESIGN GURU? than other consoles. This means that you bse aa = geoph aipengiiae 
: = Hwy Chain ; give you more creative control over 
can connect almost anything from low elie ante 
ME + : output ribbon mics to active DI boxes oe Se 
At Spirit, we're all passionate ) with headroom to spare. 7 British EQ 
about our mixers. * SPipsp, Orn For an authentic “British” sound, we've 
But no-one is more passionate than O LITE 5 | given you carefully selected, musically 
the innovator behind every Spirit useful points at 80Hz for kick 10 Long Travel Switches 
console, co-founder of Soundcraft drum thud and 
Graham Blyth. Graham's been 12kHz for top You cm 5 a whether any switch 
is “on” or “off”. 


designing the world’s best mixers end sizzle or to 
for about 25 years and relentlessly cutthrough the ~— I: Very Compact 


seeks perfection (Graham will never mix instead of Lite measures just 300mm wide by 
say “I'm completely satisfied”. ie ae gi 266mm deep, and is only 38mm high. 
But he might say “Mmm, that's a zan zZ, . in. tas 
step in the right direction”). ; t= ¢ a Compare the 2 Designed & Built in Britain 
Every new Spirit mixerhe © ec ia G sound with others Ok, so Graham found 12 reasons for 
designs makes professional ; . | and you will accept owning a Folio Lite. Accept no 
r 5 " wae | 10 | *- nothing less. substitutes, 


audio quality and features 
more affordable. @ Dus fe 8 Dedicated Tape Return Spirit by Soundcraft 
amare him, a S . ‘/O ip This saves you 2 valuable == Harman International Industries Ltd., 
“ "SIZ ; ; . - : . : 3. : 
paier em ascot ie wy Ge ee 7 =! inputs when playing pre- Cranborne Industrial Estate, Cranborne Road, 
envy him. Graham 2. show music, and isessential —_ potters Bar, Herts EN6 3JN, England. 
cannot abide poor =) for DAT mastering. By Tel: +44 (0)707 665000 
design, whether it be * my ie routing to mix you have a Fax: +44 (0)707 660482 
electronic or ergonomic, and he . staggering total of 16 inputs at 
becomes very emotional about some mixdown, Cee 
of the things that the competition 9 Aux 1 Pre/Post switching 
gets away with. His philosophy is You'd expect just one mont 
: ! nitor 
that every customer has the right to ae 
expect quality, because elegant System im pai a Lite : a | re oi toca a a booklet 
solutions don’t have to mean Among small mixers, only Lite lets you Pre for foldback monitors wl written by pro-audio journalist Paul is on how 
ge to get the best from your mixer in a variety of situations, 
simply complete and retum the coupon to the address below. 
| am interested in: Folio Lite colour brochure CJ 
information on other Spirit consoles: Live (] Recording 1] Full Range LJ 












extra expense. monitor individual input channels. You Gs Post toaise an 
can even monitor the stereo inputs in extra effect send 
stereo so that you don’t have to rely on a at mixdown. 
potentially misleading mono sum solo. 


3 Fader Zero dB where it 
should be 0 


On Spirit consoles, the 

“OdB" point is further 

round the fader’s travel % 10d8 
than the standard half- 

way mark. That way you get more fader 
resolution where you really need it for 
smooth, precisé control instead of the 
annoying leaps in level that happen 
with even small movements. That's 
because other faders just don’t 
have enough resolution in 

the right place. 











Name 
Address 
Post Code 
What application will you use your mixer for? 
What instrument(s) do you play? 
= What magazines do you read? 
©) Please tick here if you do not want to be kept on Spirit's mailing list 
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SPIRIT 








By Soundcraft 





Hi A Harman International Company 











(Qoaatien exclusively offer 
‘VIDI Amiga’ Capture Solutions by [eaglere 





These Video Capture solutions 
offer superb performance and 
exceptional value for money. 





Whether casual or professional jaa 
interest in graphics from Video -——a 


you musthave a ‘VIDI Amiga’ Seale 





\/ DI A : ] yt, OQ Composite & SVHS inputs! 
| NQOa O All colour modes inc. HAM & 256 col! 
The world’s best selling Amiga digitiser, O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 


many features including Image Capture, O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
Animation and Image Processing. O Cut & Paste between frames! 
Mono Images are captured in real time, 


7 / 
colour images in less than a second. O 15 Image Processing effects: 





supporting Amiga resolutions up to Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 
704x566 in full overscan and all A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 1.3/2.0/3.0 
AGA & A1200/A4000 modes. 





\V/| DI A : 2 YA R O Real Time Image Capture! 

| IQ Ss ( T) O Composite & SVHS inputs! 
Real Time colour capture from any video O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 
source, It has even more features than O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
Vidi Amiga 12 and the added benefit of O Fil BMP. TIFF & PCX! 
image capture from moving video. - = € ao est Bae tas 
Full AGA chipset support as standard, . “ag Ee , 





Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 


VIDI AMIGa 24 (IT) Pro O Real Time Image Capture! 


: < . . ! 
Professional or serious user. True colour real O Composite & SVHS inputs: 


time image capture from any video source. | O 16.7 million colour grabbing! 
Photorealistic image capture with 24 bit 
file option to bridge Amiga and PC, 


O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
O ILBM, ANIM, BMP. TIFF & PCX! 

Improved image enhancement algorithm 

to produce screen and output files of 


O Image Processing controls & effects! 
the highest quality. Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 





Full AGA chipset support as standard. 


¢ "NB, Priges include VAT. All Products made In UK Trade enguiies Welcome” 
cantunm 01506.46191 


2b Young Square, Brucefield, Livingston EH54 9BX 
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Amiga Still Making Magic 
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Will the Amiga magic still work? 


x-CBM UK boss David Pleasance 

made his name on one brilliant 
stroke of marketing success - The 
Batman pack that sold 187,000 or so 
Amigas one Christmas. Doubtless, 
Amiga Technologies team would be 
happy to shift a third of that number 
this coming festive season with the 
contemporary version, Amiga Magic. 
The trouble may be that the market 


that stormed the computer stores of 
years gone by, and were magnetised 
by the idea of getting the top game of 
the moment free with the top compu- 
ter of the time, may not be there any 
more. Particularly with competition so 
strong from powerful companies like 
Sega and Sony. 

In addition the Amiga magic pack 
contains more productivity software 


Microsoft 


versus The 





Unbundiers 


Ny icresct is currently checking 
every retailer which advertises 
software in the computer press in an 
attempt to crackdown on fraudsters. 
Vast quantities of unbundled ver- 
sions of Microsoft software, at ap- 
parently bargain prices, are said to 
be flooding the UK through mail or- 
der firms and retailers. What hap- 
pens is that Microsoft launches a 
piece of software at a high price, 
then it sells off thousands at a much 
lower price to computer manufactur- 
ers to bundle with their machines 
and apparently add value to them. 
The manufacturer sells the ‘packs’ 
or ‘bundles’ onto distributors or deal- 
ers. Not all, and this will surprise 
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you, are as honestas the day is long. 

Some, less than straight distribu- 
tors, or dealers, break up the bun- 
dies and sell off the software at higher 
prices. Naughty aren’tthey? Unsurp- 
risingly this somewhat gets 
Microsoft's goat. So they are back- 
ing a campaign to stop this with a 
series of high-profile, lightning, raids 
on UK ‘bootleggers’. ELSPA, the 
police, and trading standards offic- 
ers “are assisting Microsoft in their 
enquiries”. We think they mean help- 
ing, you know, really helping and 
not being sweated in a dark room 
with a light in their eyes. We can't 
imagine that happening to ELSPA, 
of course. 


than games appeal. In case you 
missed it, Escom has relaunched the 
A1200 as “an entry level home com- 
puter’. Now there’s a new approach. 
Priced £399, the bundle contains 
Wordworth Version 4SE, Datastore 
1.1, Organiser 1.1, TurboCalc 3.5, 
Personal Paint 6.4, Photogenics 1.2a 
SE and two games - Pinball Mania 
and Whizz. 

Silica have added to the basic 
product for their customers the A1200 
Magic pack. This consists of Chaos 
software - the Chaos Engine, Syndi- 
cate, Pinball Fantasies, and Nick Faldo 
Championship Golf. The Magic Pack 
contains either a stand-alone, or 
170Mb hard disk version, of the A1200 
which, in case you didn’t know, “is the 
only computer that can be plugged 
directly into an ordinary TV.” (What do 
they think the non-handheld console 
machines really are? we may not like 
them but believe it or not they are 
computers even if they don’t have 
keyboards!) 

Silica have also been telling AU/ 
of the launch of several ‘innovative’ 
A1200 peripherals, including the 
Amitek Swift range of RAM boards 
and Microspeed Trackball. 

Contact: Silica, Silica House, 
Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, 
DA14 4DX. Tel. 0181 309 1171. 


UP UP AND 





THROWN AWAY? 


scom is looking to grab “5% of the European PC market in three years with 

the Commodore brand name on the PCs”. Officially reviving the brand 
which meant so much to so many, Escom are concentrating on what they claim 
is “an affordable line” of Pentium multimedia PCs and accessories. Affordable 
being defined, that is, by Mike Poeckling - Commodore BV MD, as “coming in 
at prices up to 20% lower than other top brands’. Now we know why Escom 
bought the brand don’t we? Because they wanted to lead the technological 
revolution by 20%. Now, “20% cheaper’ that’s the kind of language that willhave 
Amiga lovers all over the globe standing and cheering. Perhaps. . 
esceseceeeeoeveoeeeeee2eee000202020202080808080888080808 


A Philip’s Present? 


hilip’s latest design for the busi 

ness community's presentational 
needs is the 29PX PowerBass. This 
29" multimedia display features VGA 
graphics, and what Philips say is the 
best TV picture quality available via a 
picture enhancement called Crystal 
Clear. The 29PX has been designed 
for boardrooms, hotel conferences, 
video conferencing, commercial pres- 
entations, POS/POI and multimedia 
displays. Philips told AU/ that itis easy 


to install and can be easily connected 
to multi-standard VCRs and PCs as 
well as notebooks. 

Users of the 29PX can easily switch 
between VGA display and TV, or other 
sources, usingthe remote control. Priced 
£1999.99, the Philips 29PX can handle 
three VGA display modes (640x480, 
640x400, 640x350) with automatic sys- 
tem detection. Ask Santa for this little 
beauty for a prezzie, after all you get a 
penny change from two grand... 








WE HAVE THE BUYING POWER TO MAKE IT ALL POSSIBLE 





THIS ONE IS A LIMITED QUANTITY - 
NOT TO BE rdaciateitaael AT THIS PRICE 


THE CAMBRIDGE Z88 lap-top computer with 32K built-in 
memory, is one of the most portable, low cost, 
comprehensive computers ever designed. 


m@ Easy to operate, the go-anywhere CAMBRIDGE Z88 provides 
a wide range of features without daunting the entry-level 
owner. 


m The ingenious word-processing/spreadsheet package lists all 
commands in the menu for ease of use, while a page map 
outlines the text you are working on for quick reference. 


m On the Cambridge Z88 you can also create directories. sort 
into alphabetical order and work with as many suspended 
activities as you like. 


m@ Ideal for home or business use, data on the A4 sized lap-top 
can be transferred to and from IBM compatible PCs, Apple 
Macintosh computers and output onto any standard printer, 


m The 32K built-in memory allows up to 20 pages of text, or 
1500 lines in any one document. There is the option to 
expand the memory up to 3 Megabytes and store it on 
Eprom back-up packs. 


@ Comes complete with wordprocessor, spreadsheet, BASIC. 
calculator, diary, calendar, clock alarm, and printer editor. 





LEAmaOQ OG 
OUR CRAZY, NEVER TO BE REPEATED PRICE “ym = y y y 
NORMAL SELLING PRICE £189.99 Sud 





+ £8.00 SECURICOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY SPECIAL PRICE 
1Y SG NTEE TO CONNECT TO YOUR AMIGA FOR 
EARS GUARA PORTABLE COMPUTING 

LOOK ADD ON’S AT GIVE AWAY PRICES 

512K RAM PACK NOW ONLY £41.99!  Z88TO MAC NOW ONLY £11.99! 

| MEG RAM PACK NOW ONLY £61.99! BBC LINK NOW ONLY £11.99! 

128K EPROM PACK NOW ONLY £11.99! | MAINS ADAPTOR NOW ONLY £5.99! 

256K EPROM PACK NOW ONLY £19.99! EPROM ERASER NOW ONLY £19.99! 

PC LINK 5.25 NOW ONLY £12.99! CARRY CASE NOW ONLY £11.99! 


UNIVERSAL TRADE 


UNIVERSAL HOUSE 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 17.5% AND TERN VALLEY BUSINESS PARK 
EXCLUDE DELIVERY AT £8.00 + VAT @ 17.5% MARKET DRAYTON 
WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, BARCLAYCARD, CASH, SHROPSHIRE 


CHEQUES, PHONE NOW FOR INSTANT DELIVERY 





TF9 3SQ 


01630 655099 / 655801 / 655797 
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CompuServe 


goes shopping 


ollowing CompuServe’s launch of 

the UK’s first comprehensive on- 
line shopping service in April, the com- 
pany has told AU/ that four new retail- 
ers have joined the UK shopping cen- 
tre. 

Customers who are members of 
CompuServe can now go shopping at 
Selfridges, Jaguar, Office World, and 
the London Science Museum, avoid- 
ing the crowds and queues. Once 
purchased the goods will be delivered 





quickly to “the customer's preferred 
address” (Assuming they have a 
choice of places where they want the 
stuff sent). 

The new ‘shops’ offer a range of 
high quality goods to the growing num- 
bers of electronic shoppers choosing 
to buy from CompuServe’s Shopping 
Centre. The goods are priced at nor- 
mal high street or catalogue prices, but 
there are the inevitable promotions 
and special offers. 





fter many years in which BT. has 

distanced itself from the compu- 
ter games market, news has reached 
AUI that the giant company is plan- 
ning to establish a games publishing 
division. BT.’s previous venture was 
set up in the early 80s. It was reported 
to have made ‘huge’ losses from 
“Telecomsoft”, which was eventually 
snapped up by Stuart ‘Microprose’ 
Bell - who nowruns ICE. Telecomsoft, 
however, did have its benefits for the 
computer games industry, for its ex- 
alumnii have spread throughout the 
electronic entertainment industry. 
Jane (Lawnmower Man) Cavanagh, 
who today has reached tycoon status 
with SCI and the Storm brand, worked 
there, as did Tony Rainbird, whose 
successful Special Reserve Club is 
well-known to the Amiga scene. Tom 
Watson, who has achieved notable 
success with Renegade, reputedly 
bought out by Time Warner for £6 
million or so, also graced the days 
when Telecomsoft was the only soft- 
ware company who could launch 
games with parties at the top of BT.’s 
Telecom Tower. And there are many 
others too who worked in the then 
lavishly-funded Telecomsoft, but few 
recall the experience with any great 
pleasure. 

Telecomsoft, in its final days was 
presided over by a somewhat larger 
than life lady called Paula Byrne, who 
was married to the then Editor of Com- 
modore User magazine - what is now 
CU Amiga. It is said that if the staff of 
this reputedly rather powerhappy 
manager wanted to annoy her, they 
would make remarks about the cover 
pictures of CU being settled over the 
breakfast table, or even the pillow of 
the Byrning bed. For CU was thought 
by many including, of course, evil- 
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Play It Again BT? 


minded other magazines, no doubt 
entirely wrongly, and quite coinciden- 
tally, to have a surprising number of 
Telecomsoft exclusives. When BT., 
with its normal brilliant timing gave up 
the games field just as the industry 
was beginning to take off, and sold 
Telecomsoft, the egregious Paula dis- 
appeared into the maw of BT. and was 
never seen again. We all, we are sure, 
wonder whatever happened to such 
an unforgettable character. Perhaps 
she is manning a switchboard some- 
where, if such things exist today, and 
makes sure AUI calls from anxious 
readers never reach us, or any of 
those other evil-minded people who 
made her life such a misery - or was it 
the other way around? 

But back to the less pleasant 
present, BT.’s new venture, called 
Wireplay, is due to be launched next 
year as anational, low cost system for 
computer users to “enjoy” multi-player 
gaming at any time, anywhere in the 
UK. The user is intended to dial into 
Wireplay via a modem, then they join 
group games of up to 512 people or 
even just two players head to head. 
The open-ended design is said to 
mean that existing modem compat- 
ible games will be able to run on the 
Wireplay system simply by using an 
add-on program which will be freely 
circulated to users. BT. is planning to 
put a major marketing campaign into 
operation next year and is consider- 
ing integrating the service into its TV 
advertising. Could the ample figure of 
Ms. Byrne take a Maureen Lipman 
style role in the campaign? No doubt 
those with less than agreeable memo- 
ries of her forceful style with be hoping 
what goes around - and there was a 
lot of her to go around - does come 
around this time. 


TV for 
rree 


CL is dropping the price of its PCTV 

from £1,499 to £1,200 “in prepara- 
tion for the Christmas rush.” (Don’t all 
rush!) Neil MacDonald, ICL VP of re- 
tailing trade, told AUI “We're keeping 
up the momentum on PCTV by mak- 
ing the 486 model more attractive with 
the price reduction”. 

The new models will use Intel 
Pentium and Cyrix 586 PC proces- 
sors which are more powerful than the 
current 486 models. “It’s part of our 
philosophy of offering a full multime- 
dia PC with the TV functionality thrown 
in for free”, MacDonald said. Who was 
it who said “There is no such thing as 
a free TV"? 








IBM 
topples 


HP 


ccording to a reader's poll pub 

lished in America by Computer 
Reseller News, IBM has overtaken 
Hewlett-Packard to become the top 
ranking maker of desk-top comput- 
ers. This is the first time in the poll's 
history (over three years) that HP has 
lost the top spot. IBM appealed, the 
poll said, to dealers because of their 
marketing strategy and financing pro- 
grammes, but on product quality and 
reliability the two companies scored 
equally. First prize for laptop quality 
and reliability went jointly to NEC and 
IBM, while Hewlett-Packard won on 
the ink-jet printers category. 











YT Fe aC 
Wildfire? 


KB have told AU/ that they are bringing out an ‘060 accelerator 
called the Wildfire. Strangely, it appears that the first version will 
be coming out for the A2000. Certainly in the USA many Toaster users 


were the base for the continued use of the 2000, but it still seems peculiar 
to support that machine with such a hot accelerator, particularly as the 
Toaster moved up to a 4000 version as did many of its users. Apparently 
the 060/50MHz device will have 10Mb/sec SCSI data transfer, be 
autoconfigurable, have 64-bit RAM expandable to 128Mb, leave 90% of 
the CPU available at full speed SCSI DMA, have interleaved memory, and 
a 32-bit SCSI-Il Host bus DMA interface. A strong spec for a 2000. 

The price for the 2000 Wildfire will be around the £1 200 mark, but DKB 
sensibly say they are likely to bring out versions for the 1 vie OF- Tale 10100) Coren 


Contact: DKB Tel. 001 810 348 3821 





Serious Sound 


A‘: Synthetica is a new sample 
eneration program for the 


Amiga, which they say, is capable of 
making any sound you can imagine 
plus a few more that you can’t. There 
are 18 sound generating oscillators to 
provide what is claimed to be the most 
versatile sound generation program 
on any platform. A dedicated editor 
allows you to create your own wave- 
forms using various methods includ- 
ing harmonic synthesis, wave mixing, 
and wave grabbing using math and 
logic functions to combine them. There 
are 12 fixed waveforms and 30 preset 
basic synthesizer setups with 136 
variations producing a “massive” range 
of sounds to be generated without any 
patch programming.For the more ad- 


venturous, there is a Patch Program- 
mer. This has a single “Graphical 
Horror Interface” window (EEEK!) 
which allows the user to control every 
single modulation and routing of input 
and output. This enables the user to 
create custom patches which can then 
be loaded and saved with or without 
custom waveforms. Samples can be 
saved as IFF, AIFF, WAV and SAFF. 

Aural Synthetica will require Work- 
bench 2 or greater and 2Meg of RAM. 
An accelerator and additional RAM 
are recommended. Price £30. 
Contact: Seasoft Computing, Unit 
3, Martello Enterprise Centre, 
Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, 
West Sussex. BN17 7PA. Tel. 
01903 850378. 














ne of the great things about the 

Amiga is the loyalty it has in- 
spired all over the globe. And with the 
growth of the Internet with Email etc.., 
Amiga people around the world, de- 
Spite the problems of recent years, 
have been able to keep in touch and 
even plan strategies to help the Amiga 
recover, though they haven't had too 
much encouragement from Escom or 
anybody else. 

One announcement on the Net 
recently illustrated just how far that 
loyalty stretches. A group calling itself 
“Ratios” - Restore the Amiga To Its 
Original Status - describes itself as a 
team of Amiga users who are un- 
happy, very unhappy, about the terri- 
ble deterioration in the Amiga soft- 
ware situation and hardware market. 
They have seen how more and more 
software companies, who once were 
great influences on the Amiga market, 
like Electronic Arts or Gold Disk or 
ASDG, have deserted the Amiga and 
moved over to the PC market. “Ra- 


THE AUJ News Fite 


Have Whirl 


with a 
Vegas Girl 


F&G is advertising what they claim to be a “high 

class, high stake gambling package” for £39.99, 
with a competition in the national press, to win a long 
weekend for two in Las Vegas. (No, not you and the 
Vegas girl of your choice. No such luck, it’s the missus 
or you don't go!) 

The CD ROM enables players to simulate the at- 
mosphere of Vegas with roulette, poker, blackjack, dice, 
or from a fruit machine. With full motion video and CD 
quality sound (MPEG), the company say you can choose 
your gambling partner from some of the most beautiful 
girls in the world. If you have one of the most beautiful 
girls in the world as a partner who wants to waste time 














Fewer On 
the Game 


S BT's timing again superb? What 

do BT. make of the recent report of 
the total UK games market falling by 
more than a third in justtwo years? The 
full report into the fortunes of the 
European marketwas unveiled recently 
by City stockbroker Durlacher. 

In the UK, Durlacher pointed out, it 
is the video game software - cartridges 
- which has fallen the most since the 
market's peak year in 1993. Total 
cartridge sales hit £396 million two 
years ago, but are expected to be 
worth only £124 million for the whole of 
1995. CD however, has jumped from 
little more than 1% to 27% of the market. 
However, due to the generally lower 
prices of CDs, compared to cartridges, 








gambling? 


tios” is not blaming them but wants to 
do something about it. They say that 
they want to licence the PC software 
being produced by what once were 
Amiga companies and then convert 
the software to run on the Amiga. 
They point out that the usual excuse 
by these and other companies who 
create software for the PC, for not 
porting it over to the Amiga, is that 
there isn’t a big enough market. 

Ratios believe that they can prove 
them wrong, and it will work if they are 
responsible for the conversions them- 
selves. They hope that companies 
who have jumped out of the Amiga 
market will still have some loyalty to it 
and will let them do the conversion for 
just a nominal fee, or in the case of 
games perhaps let them do it for noth- 
ing. That, knowing games companies, 
seems to us pretty unlikely. Even if, as 
Ratios, say they would be prepared to 
offer a percentage royalty. 

They also hope to bring out some 
hardware too, but that appears even 





Care for a game of poker? 
COSC SHSSSHSHSSCHHOHHHHCOHCOOECEHOCHCOCOCLCOC COLO OOOO OC OOO EEEOCEOCS 


Hope Springs Eternal 


Virgin Quenches Thirst : 


V irgin has signed a promotional deal with the Britvic Soft Drinks company to @ 
give away free game demos with multi-packs of Pepsi. (But surely Virgin ® 
recently brought out their own Cola, didn’t they? Perhaps no-one told the 

Interactive division of the Virgin group or maybe they belong to somebody else » 
and not the almost ubiquitious Richard Branson.) The company is producing e 
special limited edition PC demo versions of Sensible Golf, and Screamer, which ® 
will be given away on 100,000 12-packs in selected Safeway stores (Whom, you r 
may recall, in the earlier news item are not joining Sainsburys, Asda, and Tesco ¢ 
in their drive to sell games. Now we know why - they’re giving them away instead!) e 


the cash taken by the industry has 
been reduced. 

That fall has been echoed around 
the world to the severe detriment of 
Sega and Nintendo, hence the latter 
firing loads of its workforce in the UK. 
Sega is now selling its flash building in 
London’s Cromwell Road. In theory, 
the other software companies shouldn't 
have suffered because the major part 
of the difference in price of cartridges 
and CDs was paid over to the greedy 
Cartridge Twins. Yet problems for 
companies like US Gold have shown 
that the other software houses unwisely 
for the Amiga is enough, is another ® thought that the cartridge boom was 
matter. going to go on, and it hasn't. 
eeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeseeeseseos 


Select-a-Pe t 
a PENTHOUSE 





less likely than the possible move into 
creating more software for the Amiga. 

It's great to know that there is still 
enough enthusiasm for initiatives of 
this kind to get going. Whether, in this 
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Francais, in Italiano, in 
Deutsch, or jolly old English, 
oh what the hell, good looking 
breasts, or “pert ones” (as the 
Ed. has been heard to whis- 
per, a gleam appearing in his 
bleary old eyes) are good |ook- 
ing breasts in any language! 
Anyway, the action on full- 
motion video MPEG, as they 
say, IS yours on CD ROM 
right on your computer 
screen. If you like playing 
with yourhard drive, the Pent- 
house, “virtual photo shoot, 
select-a-pet” offers (they 
claim) “sizzling audio with 
outrageous custom sound- 
track, in four volumes, while 
you just take the pictures.” 
Take the pictures? Whatsort 
of immorality is that to en- 
courage? CDs will become 
as popular as Polaroidcam- 
eras at this rate... 

Contact: 01923 240050. 


Pick your pet, if that will keep you abreast of the news. 


DECEMBER 1995 « AU/ BX 
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A Really Hard Drive 


esearchers at the Los Alamos 

National Laboratory in New 
Mexico have developed a technique 
that uses a metal bar to store data. 
Stainless steel, or a similarly uncor- 
rodable material, is etched under 
vacuum by anion beam. The stream of 
electrically charged particles in the 
beam removes metal atoms from the 
surface of the metal leaving a track 
only about 560 atoms wide. 

Various data formats can be 
etched onto the same piece, and a 


25mm long bar can hold up to 120 
gigabytes! Being hard, non-flamma- 
ble and unaffected by electro-mag- 
netic interference, the method is ideal 
for extremely long-term data stor- 
age. 

To read the data back a specially 
equipped atomic force microscope is 
used. So home users need not worry 
about yet another format to super- 
sede CD-ROM. But they could be 
concerned by being bashed over the 
head by a multitude of gigabytes. 


Buses Go Ultra 


S chip specialist BusLogic has announced details of a host 
adaptor that realizes the new Ultra SCSI proposals. Named 
FlashPoint LT, the new bus is SCSI Configured Auto-Matically (SCAM) 


and PCIt 2.1 compatible. 


SCAM - no, this isn’t a joke is a plug-and-play specification for SCSI 
that allows newly attached devices to configure themselves correctly. 
Data transfer rates of 20Mb/second across SCSI, and 133Mb/second 
across PCI, buses have been achieved. 


Modems 
Dropatog 


here was a time when the 9600 

bps modem was considered to be 
‘the fastest you’re ever going to geton 
existing phone lines’. Now today’s 28,8 
kbps boxes are top of the range in 
analogue devices. 

Yet Hayes, the US modem firm 
whose name itself was once a stand- 
ard, and that has recently emerged 
from Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec- 
tion, see the ultimate speed as being 
33kbits/second. With a digital modem 
it's an entirely different story. The 
Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Loop 
(ASDL), pioneered by AT&T 
Paradyne, has been improved to give 
over 2Mbits/second. This is 70 times 
faster than a V.34 fax/modem over 
similar copper cable. As more and 
more modemed folk pour onto the Net 
it may be that more and more data can 
be poured at and from them. The 
Wired Society, long predicted, may be 
just around the corner. For the nerv- 
ous communcationsphobe, now is the 
time to take James Thurber’s advice, 
do not walk, run to the nearest desert 
island - and don’t take your modem 
with you. 
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No More 
Drive 
Time | 


ong time litigator Rodime, the 

Scottish ex-hard disk manu- 
facturer, have finally had to admit 
defeat in their long running battle 
to claim that their introduction of 
the 3.5 inch drive was an entirely 
new technology. 

Their claim against the Ameri- 
can drive giant Quantum came to 
an end when a US appeals court 
ruled that the change in size of the 
drive platters could not be patented 
because the basic technology re- 
mained the same. 





SPEC92 is dead, long 


Chipping Out 


oncerned that the Motorola chip- 

based PowerPC is not “getting 
the true support it deserves,” (Oh re- 
ally?) Apple have embarked on a (not 
so) secret plan to develop their own 
super chip. They have also revealed 
that there is a manufacturing defect in 
the 603 chip supplied to some users of 
the Performa 5200/6200 computers. 

Meanwhile IBM and Motorola are 
pushing ahead with creating the 
603++, 604e, and 615 processors. 
The first is a cheaper, smaller, and 
cooler version of the 603e. The sec- 
onda cheaper version of the 604, and 
lastly a PowerPC chip with built-in x86 
code. 

And Motorola are, in turn, further- 
ing the development of their own 
Coldfire embedded processor. The 
first of the series, the MCF5102, was 
launched last March. This chip is de- 
signed to run hard disks, printers, and 
multimedia hardware. It is 68000 in- 
struction set compatible. 

On the other side of the fence Intel 
was worrying that their Pentium re- 
placement, the P6, is not going to give 
the performance increases users will 
expect with a next generation chip. 

Even though the new P6 chip, to 
be called Pentium Pro, is faster, it is 


aparently not able to operate at maxi- 
mum speed if it has to run the 16-bit 
software thatis installed on most PCs. 
To overcome this drawback initial ver- 
sions are to be released running at 
1450MHz and 166Mhz, instead of the 
previously announced 133MHz. 
Frankly though we don’t quite under- 
stand the logic of tha. If the old 16 bit 
software can’t run any faster then 
adding a few Mhz wouldn't seem likely 
to make much difference.. 

Even further into the future the 
nest generation P7 is expected to be 
released in two versions. One with only 
x86 compatibility, and the other a hy- 
brid that combines both x86 and 
Hewlett-Packard PA-RISC features. 
(And didn’t AUI recently exclusively 
report that a VP of Intel had boasted 
thattheirpresentchip architecture didn't 
need RISC technology? Ah well, the 
strongminded can always change their 
minds - it’s only the weak who can't.) 

After that the architecture is ex- 
pected to move completely to VLIW - 
Very Long Instruction Word - which, 
Intel say, will reduce the need x86 and 
PA-RISC compatibility. However it is 
expected that to remain fully compat- 
ible some sort of software emulation 
will have to be there. 


Racing to 





Defenestration 





best yped up German enthusiasts at the launch of Al Unser for Windows '95 
had to be controlled by police at some shops. Consumers began fighting 
over the demonstration systems overwhelmed by the sheer excitement. They 
must be lacking in some sense of proportion, don’t you think? And obviously 
they didn’t realise there were 90,000 of the units being shipped to Germany 
alone. Don't tell them that there are another 13 Windows 95 games due to be 
launched by Christmas by Mindscape and no doubt lots of other games 
companies eager, nay determined, or even stopping at nothing, to leap 
through these apparent Windows of financial opportunity. 
eeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 





live SPEC95 


he System Performance Evaluation Corporation 
(SPEC) have announced details of new benchmark 
tests for floating point and integer calculations by comput- 


ers. 


The old test suite was not adequate for today’s 
supercomputers. The new SPEC9S is referenced to a 
SparcStation 10/40 fitted with 64Mbytes of memory. 

And while computers get faster, so must the peripher- 
als to keep up with them. Silicon Systems of San Jose is 


upping the speed at which data can be read from a hard 
disk. It is doing this by using a new method for detecting the 
minute magnetic variations used to record data on the 


surface of a hard disk platter. 


Up till now all drives have used ‘peak-detect’ circuitry, 
but this will be superseded by the new ‘partial response, 
maximum likelihood’ chip from the Californian company. 
Read operations are now said to be twice as fast as was 
possible last year. 




















q ALPHA-RAY 


e Pistol-Grip handle 

e Three fire buttons 

e LED indicator 

e Six microswitches 

e Suction cups for extra 
stability 

e Autofire facility 


e Two fire-buttons 

e Eight-direction thumb 
control 

e Autofire 

@ Six foot connector 
cable 


e The footpedal works in 
conjunction with a 
joystick. Any joystick 
function can be 
transferred to the pedals 
to enhance all types of 
driving, flying or sports 
games. 


Multimedia Stereo 
Speaker System 

e Designed to be mounted 
on a computer monitor 

e For any computer with 
audio output or PC 
music/voice card, like 
Sound Blaster, Ad Lib, 

. Covox... 

~~ @ Built-in booster 

| > circuitry and magnetic 
shielding 

e Also accepts output 
from a Walkman, 
Discman, CD player 
etc. 


SB 203 


SPECTRA 
YIGE 





... Bringing the best out of computing . . . 


SPEEDMOUSE p 
Switchable mouse for e 
both the Amiga and 


Feather-touch button e 


Smooth and accurate e 


Comfortable to use e 


Pistol-Grip handle 
Five fire buttons 

LED indicator 

Eight microswitches 
Suction cups for extra 
Stability 

Autofire facility 





Atari ST 


control 
300dpi e 


movement 
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FW 111 — Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C64 etc. 
FW 123 — Analog Freewheel for Amiga 
Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to control 
his car around a high-speed track? Probably not. That's why 
we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug it into your 
computer joystick port and experience the real sensation of 
driving! 
e Suitable for all types of driving and flying games 
e Uses unique angle-sensitive switches 
e Extra-long connector cable. 
e Does not need to be mounted or 

fixed to a surface 


UNIT 27 NORTHFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BERESFORD AVENUE, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAO 1NW, ENGLAND 
TELEPHONE: 0181 900 0034 - FACSIMILE: 0181 903 6625 » HOTLINE 0181 902 2211 
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Yoghurt Cubes 
For Oldtimers 


o, you haven't picked up a health 

mag by mistake! And no, a rogue 
virus hasn't got into the news pages. 
This dear Reader, is a serious news 
item about one extraordinary inven- 
tor. His name is Dr. lradj Hessabi and 
he is reputed to have patented no 
fewer than 405 diverse and, some 
think, quite spectacular products. 
Hessabi is, according to Germany’s 
Stern Magazine, one of the world’s 
three most successful private inven- 
tors. His inventions range from the 
above mentioned yoghurt cubes, in- 
tended as a treatment for Alzheimer’s 
Disease - or Oldtimers Disease as the 
Ed.’s mothercalls it (people as young(?) 
as the Editor can get it, she points out) 
- sufferers, to a fragrance based secu- 
rity system to reduce shoplifting. These 
and more will be unveiled shortly by 
Hessabi Global Patent Fund and Cen- 
tre for Science and Technology, anewly 
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formed partnership. 

His inventions have, according to 
Stern, had an impact in the areas of 
physics, medicine, nutrition, electron- 
ics, andindustrial technology. AU/read- 
ers will, of course, be interested in 
many of his various creations, having 
such open andenquiring minds. These 
include the HITI spring system that 
helps acar run without fuel and, oh yes, 
InfoTalk, a technotour guide that leads 
tourists through any city in the world by 
giving directions and information in their 
language. Now why didn’t they include 
that in the Techno supplement in AU/ 
last month, we hear you cry? Because 
we weren't telepathic. If you want to 
invest your millions in the miraculous 
works of inventor Hessabi you can 
contact the Hessabi Global Patentfund 
in Nevada - Tel. 001 702 893 9909. 
Investors are warned that inventions 
can go up as well as come down. 








- iren have told AU/ of a useful CD ROM Drive they are supplying for 
‘ww the A1200 and A600. The MediaVision Reno (Is this about divorce? 
Don’t you just love the neat titles they give these things?) comes complete 
-_with either a HiSoft Squirrel or Dataflyer SCSI interface for computer use, but, 
and this is the big but, you can also use it as a personal CD player for audio 
use. (Now there’s a sensible invention Mr. Hessabi, | bet you wish you'd 
thought of that first!) Ah, but what if you want to play CDs while using the 
Amiga? You'll just have to buy two, we guess. But for a mere £174.99 isn’t 
it worth it? With mains or battery for the technically-mobile. 
Contact: Siren Software, 178 Bury New Road, Whitefield, 
_Manchester M45 6QF. Tel. 0161 796 5279 
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.M. Computergraphic have been modestly telling AU/ about their “highly 

praised and award winning’ library of “high quality” PD./Shareware DTP/DTV 
material, saying they are “literally bursting at the seams with ideas to implement 
on CDs”. Do they really mean “literally”? We thought that absolutely real and we 
didn’t think that CDs had seams. 

Errol Madoo, of EMC told AUI“We have seen almost every Amiga CD title in 
existence and, sadly, the general trend appears to be ‘shovel as much data on as 
possible and to hell with quality’. CDs are loaded with very badly organised 
directories filled with low quality pathetic graphics that are poorly cropped. We at 
EMC genuinely feel the current situation stinks”. Not one to mince words, Mr. 
Madoo! So what have you got to offer instead? 

“EMC has the largest collection of high quality PD./Shareware DTV/DTP 
material available on CD,” Errol Madoo told AUI. “Every single font will have its 
own IFF preview screen enabling the user to see the font without having to load 
itinto an application beforehand. A series of typeface books will be launched along 
with the CDs “giving the user, at very reasonable cost, a hard copy of every font 
available. The clipart and images will be cropped, scaled and fully sorted into 
directories and sub directories”. The CDs for Amiga users are priced £24.99 
Contact: E.M.Computergraphic, 8, Edith Road, Clacton, Essex, 

CO15 1JU. Tel. 01255 431389. 

eeeeeeaesoee eevee e02e02eee0e88080 
Two of the largest American hard disk manu- 
facturers are to merge in a $1.11 billion deal. 
Seagate Technology and Conner Peripher- 
als, when combined, will have a total com- 
pany value of $7.5 billion, around a mere £5 
billion. Now that’s a lot of HiQ hard drives.. 
eeeeeeeeoeoeeeeeeee ee e868 


Getting Back 3.1 








hen the Amiga fell out of pro 

duction during the Commodore 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy saga, compa- 
nies like VillageTronic of Germany kept 
the Amiga world going. You may re- 
member that it was VillageTronic who 
continued to manufacture the 3.1 oper- 
ating system and distributed it around 
the world, including into the UK. They 
had officially licenced rights to do this 
sterling - or rather Deutschemark - work 
from CBM. Amiga Technologies, when 
they made the takeover, failed to appre- 
ciate the benefits that Village-Tronic had 
brought to the Amiga scene and put the 
block on them and the 3.1 deal. Now, 


perhaps good sense has prevailed and 
Amiga Technologies in Germany has 
realised that if they aren’t doing much for 
the Amiga themselves others can help. 
So they have agreed to let Village Tronic 
go on with the manufacture and sale of 
this version of the operating system. 
3.1 is one of the “improvements” 
that come as standard with the 1200s 
presently hitting the shops. This has 
been suggested as making the latest 
Amiga 1200s superior to the past mod- 
els which hadonly3.0. That's as maybe. 
However, if you want to upgrade any 
current Amiga to 3.1 it’s VillageTronic 
who will be supplying the goodies. 
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A3000 030 Oktagon SCSI 2 








Amiga Dey elopers 


‘Distributors — Ra 


: FLDistribution 


ermany: Stefan Ossowskis Schatztruhe 
weden: oreere oh dearer ian, 


Play safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard. 
Get full safety & enhanced performance from your new 


amiga. Choose a dealer who can supply your 
new A1200 & A4000 with AFS as standard. 


Data PNiichine gives you a 4X 
vable i in one half height drive. Th burt Level 


Safe - the new filing system which ha . 
miga market place by storm - is also nce ded 
vith ae Full CDRom meu ne 
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Commercial C Compiler 
for Amiga which has bee! 
continuously supported _ 
& developed to become 
the most reliable and use 
friendly package. 

Sole 
Distributors 
Europe 
Africa, Asia 
(Except France 
& Germany) 


Fully Internet | 
Supported from our server! 
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BETTER BUT NOSEGA 


S° Enterprises, the Japanese parent of Sega UK, is expected to report 
pre-tax profits of 11 billion Yen in the first half of 1995. That may sound a 
lot of yen but it is (only) £60 million. This is down a third on the same period for 
last year. Yet it is up 10 billion Yen from the company’s initial projection. It isn’t 
that business is any better, the warehouses of the games distributors the world 
over are stacked with unsold cartridges. What has happened is that, due largely 
to the central banks of the major countries, including Japan, pushing up the 
dollar by buying barrow loads of the US currency, the yen has dropped in value 
so that all the cartridges that Sega can sell are worth that much more. Wow! Isn't 
that the sort of luck we’d all like to have? 

Sega are desperately hoping that the recently launched Saturn will rescue 
their sagging fortunes, whether it will remains to be seen. Perhaps the world, 
even the games world, is moving in an entirely different direction with on-line 
supplied games - see the BT. item in this NewsFile - killing off the once vastly 
profitable market of cheap handheld games machines and expensive software 
from which Sega, and Nintendo, so greedily benefited. 
eceoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeee 


Wanted: 3rd Party for Walkabout 





oe rather like a cafe crawl 
(the Australian abstainer’s equiva- 
lent to the pub crawl. An Australian 
abstainer? Does one exist?), a third 
party is being sought by Walkabout. 
They, you may not be aware, are a 
company which produces a setof sound 
sample disks for the Amiga, and claim 
to hold the largest collection of world 
music samples in existence. Now 
Ainsley Cocks of Walkabout Music 
would like to release his sample library 
of 1096 samples (now that is big, and 
sample size does matter, Mr. Cocks) on 
CD ROM. However, he says he is lack- 
ing the necessary distribution and pro- 


third party company to produce and 
market them. All files are 8SVX IFF, 
sampled at 16.73kHz (from a 16-bit 
studio recorded master) and can be 
transferred to .VOC or .WAV formats to 
make them PC compatible. Cocks (who 
incidentally lives at The Mount! There’s 
a double entendre there somewhere.) 
told AU/that he would consider either a 
one-off payment for the CD rights to the 
library or some form of licensing agree- 
ment. If you would like to get into the 
Walkabout sample world then contact: 
Ainsley Cocks, Walkabout Music, 
Trenovissick Farm, The Mount, 
Par, Cornwall, PL24 2DA. 





duction set up, hence the requestfora Tel. 01726 813807. 


Rage, Rage Against 
the Dying of... 


7+ he seductively voiced PR princesses of Time Warner are at it again. Well, per- 
haps we should rephrase that. They are at it all the time. Untiring, never content 
till they dominate our pages, they let us in on the most intimate secrets - of Time 





Wamer, which we are allowed only to pass on to you in complete confidence, of course. 


This time, itwas a husky whisper from a certain Karen who came on, the phone, 
to say “| want you to tell all about Primal Rage. Visions of .. well, all sorts of things 
flashed before our blase, depraved old eyes. But it was, as doubtless you have 
already divined a game - and not one the delightful sounding Karen showed any 
inclination to play personally with us. Shame! 

Primal Rage - the game not the emotion we felt - features head to head fighting 
action and animation. Players choose from seven different giant fantasy creatures, 
including Tyrannosaurus Rex, a tyrannical giant ape, and an ‘eerie’ Cobrasaur, in an 
attemptto dominate the new ‘Urth’. (Comy, eh!) Butwhat the story lacks in imagination 
(well, they could have thought of something a little more original than T. Rex) it 
apparently makes up in the animation. Primal Rage, according to Karen, utilizes a 
proprietary new stop-motion animation technique that provides what Time Warmer 
claim is “realistic andlife like character motion.” In addition, the game features the new 
Cage’ Total Immersion Audio’ (double wow!) system that provides great stereo sound 
(Karen says), “serving to punctuate the high-impact game play”. Ouch! 

Still it is for the Amiga, and it sounds a high quality game, so we look forward 
to trying it for ourselves. (If the reviewers don't get there first). Just one question, if 
the game’s producer Dennis Harper conceived the idea of a stop-motion dinosaur 
fighting game originally as a showcase for two ferocious battling Tyrannosaurus 
Rexes, how on earth and why did they change to giant apes? Was it that animation 
for apes is easier, or because Jurassic Park got there first? All these and other 
questions will probably cause us sleepful nights! Butwith Karen our questions would 
be endless and our nights sleepless with rage of a really primal intensity. At least 
we think it would. 
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Mi ultimedia vendors will have their 
own facility at the Sands Con- 
vention Center atthe Winter Consumer 
Electronics Show (WCES) in Las 
Vegas, January 5-8, 1996. The Sands 
will house PC hardware, the Multime- 
dia Pavilion, entertainment software, 
on-line software and services, Internet 
products and services, and mobile con- 
nectivity device exhibitors. 

Audio, video, cellular, mobile, home 
theatre, and small office/home office 


Multimedia in 
Las Vegas 


exhibitors will have their home in the 
Las Vegas Convention Center, while 
the Sahara Hotel will show speciality 
audio and adult video exhibitors. That's 
the bit we will head for. (Oh no you 
won't! Ed.) 

Contact: Electronic Industries 
Association, Consumer 
Electronics Group, 2500 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, 

Virginia 22201 USA. 

Tel. 703 907 7674. 








Taking a Liberty 


he National Council for Civil Liberties (Liberty) has launched a campaign 

against Government proposals for a national identity card scheme 
because they believe it would: infringe the right to privacy; lead to more young 
people and minority groups being stopped by the police for no good reason; 
and have no impacton crime or social problems. Reasons which might sound 
relatively convincing to an unbiased observer, don't you think? 

Liberty says that the ID would probably be on a smart card with potential 
for an enormous amount of personal information to be read by practically 
everyone except the holder. Didn't George Orwell write something about Big 
Brother some years ago? This sounds awfully like it. And wasn't this 
Government elected on a platform of increasing not decreasing liberty? 
Contact: Liberty, Freepost, 21 Tabard Street, LONDON, SE7 6BP. 

Tel. 0171 403 3888. 


SS on a poster for Champion 
ship Football 2 from Domark “Je- 
sus saves, but Shearer scores on the 
rebound”. 

It's a sign of the growing use of 
different publicity media by the compu- 
ter industry that the fly poster cam- 
paign is appearing all over the country 
- atleastin Central London - which is all 
over, isn’t it? (Careful, this is an inter- 
national magazine. Ed.) Coincidentally, 
perhaps, it’s just been announced that 
Domark has been taken over, strangely 
by a company that specialises in data 


compression. Seems an odd combina- 
tion but then so do Jesus and Shearer 
- except in Latin countries like Spain 
where the name “Jesus” is a quite com- 
mon monicker - for boys, of course. 
There was, afew years ago, a footballer 
of that name playing for the present 
Spanish football league leaders 
Espanol. In which case possibly the 
poster could have read “Jesus saves 
and Jesus scores onthe rebound’ which 
might have been more confusing. 

Will we see Domark doing a “Bible” 
game - data compressed, of course? 


Tesco - Your Local 





if Ba is following in Sainsburys’ 
and Asda’s shopping trolleys to 
provide a range of edutainment, life- 
style, and possibly games software in 
a number of superstores across the 
country. About 10 stores have been 
targeted to carry between 25 and 50 
titles with more stores to follow if there 
appears to be a demand. The chain 
will also be holding educational dem- 


Computer Store 


onstration sessions at peak shopping 
times. 

Entertainment software publish- 
ers are now competing to get their 
products on the shelves of atleastone 
of the big three supermarkets, as the 
quest for multimedia grows. Safeway, 
however, have decided not to follow 
suit. Taking the Safeway in a risky 
business? 














Applications are voracious little creatures. 
atisfy them with the €2-135. 





Forget about deleting storage-hungry applications or 
juggling drive space, with the new EZ-|35 Drive from 
SyQuest, you'll have all the storage you could ever 
need, Each removable cartridge holds 135 megabytes 
of information — that's about |100 times more than the 
average floppy. So transporting large files is a snap. 
And unlike other removable cartridge systems, the 
SyQuest EZ-135 Drive offers true hard drive 
performance — the same level of performance that 


MORE MEGABYTES! MORE SPEED! MORE SECURITY! THE EZ~-135 IS HERE! 





made SyQuest the world leader and choice of 
professionals. But perhaps best of all, the EZ-135 Drive 
costs less per megabyte than any other comparable 
system, making It the best value around. So treat 
yourself to a system you can grow into, rather than 
out of. Get the EZ-135 Drive today! For more 
information, visit your local dealer Or call us at 
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*DRIVE VERSIONS: 
Internal IDE/ATA 


Enhanced Parallelport 


*135 MBs PER 
CARTRIDGE 







°13.5 msec 
ACCESS TIME 







*2 YEAR 
WARRANTY 
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rofessional Amiga specialists 

White Knight have told AU/ of a 
range of products which have been 
recently released through them. Ap- 
plied Magic, who claim to have the 
only true Broadcast quality non-linear 
video editing system based on the 
A4000, have released a new version 
of the Producer controlling software. 
Version 2.0 of Producer is being sent 
with all new Broadcaster Elite sys- 
tems and existing customers Can up- 
grade for £249 (which includes manual 
and disks). 

T-Net is a new software product 
from Interworks, to allow a number of 
ethernet connected Amigas using 
Interworks networking software, 
ENLAN-DFS V2.0 and multiple cop- 
ies of NewTek’s Lightwave 3D ver- 
sion 2 or above, to distribute the task 
of rendering a number of frames from 
many scenes over the network of 
machines. All machines share the 
same scene files, objects and image 
data, and each machine on the net- 
work renders its frames to a shared 


White Knight Rides On 


common location. A single Amiga 
equipped with either the Broadcaster 
Elite, a PAR, or Viab Motion can then 
be used to output the rendered se- 
quence to video tape. 

White Knight have been appointed 
the official UK distributor for 
MacroSystem of Germany, manufac- 
turers of the Viab motion - an editing 
card for the A1500/2000/3000/4000 
and A4000T, as well as the Toccata 
16-bit, 4 track, stereo direct-to-disk 
sound sampler. These two products 
are said to combine to produce a cost 
effective semi-professional non-linear 
editing system. 

White Knight's own services, they 
told AUI, include a wide range of 
activities for professional and semi- 
professional 3D animators. These 
services include rendering, animation 
recording, digitising, file format con- 
version, data translation, and non- 
linear and traditional video editing. 
Contact: White Knight Technol- 
ogy, PO Box 38, Ware, Herts., 
SG11 1TX. Tel. 01920 822321. 


GLOOMY OUTLOO 


G uildhall Leisure Services and Black Magic are setto bring out three further 
packages in the Gloom saga. No, this is not a re-run of the effect of Tory 
administration, but a Gloom game Deluxe for Amigas with 2 Meg RAM elalek-(p) 


accelerator. It is said to feature enhanced graphics and is priced at £29.99. 
The Gloom data disk is a package consisting of devilishly new levels with 
enhanced graphics for existing Gloom owners. Price £14.99. 
Gloom II - CD32, uses the original Gloom engine but now has, what they 
claim are, “superior graphics and new levels”. Price £29.99. 
Contact: Guildhall Leisure Services Ltd., 15 Guildhall Industrial 
Estate, Kirk Sandall, Doncaster DN3 1QR. Tel. 01302 890000. 





Demonic Upgrade 


Subscribers to Demon Internet can 
now get an upgrade program to im- 
prove system delivery. Demon 
DiSpatches is an information maga- 
zine, especially for Demon Internet 
users to keep them fully up to date. 
The good news is that this facility is 
being provided at no extra cost to the 
Internet subscription. 

The first issue shows how you can 
get more out of the Demon Internet by 








using the company’s expanded range 
of local vPoPs and tPoPs. These new 
local numbers start at the BT. local 
call access rate, beginning at 1p per 
minute cheap rate. The tPoPs, in turn 
free up dedicated lines for users in 
those areas. 

Contact: Demon Internet, 
Gateway House, 322 Regents 
Park Road, Finchley, London 

N3 2QQ. Tel. 0181 371 1234. 


HP Strikes Again 


Just 6 days after hearing of the aforementioned price reductions, another news 
item came over the newswaves to AUI. This was from the very same Hewlett- 


Packard announcing a new line of low cost home printers. Not so altruistic after 


all perhaps! 


The HP Deskjet 600 printer is to replace the HP 540s and will cost £289.HP’s 
new printer now supports, they say, a much wider range of media including 
labels, custom-sized paper from A5 to A4, envelopes, transparencies, and card 


stock. 


The 600s can be upgraded to colour by adding a Colour kit, which costs £35. 
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Right on E-On 


ntertainment On-line Ltd. claim 

they are set to revolutionise the 
usage of home computers. Oh really? 
‘E-On’ say they will tap into the ‘vast’ 
catalogue of existing video games 
and make them available to PC users 
with either Internet or cable access. 
For £5 per month E-On subscribers 
will getaccess to 50 computer games, 
including on-line multi-player titles, 
edutainment and educational titles, 
directly through their own computer. 
In addition, subscribers will get the E- 





On magazine and on-line shopping 
facilities. 

Getting games downloaded 
sounds like a good idea and they 
should certainly be cheaper than be- 
ing bought in the stores. Yet will they 
be new, or good? That remains to be 
seen - and played. 

Contact: Entertainment On-line 
Litd., The Old Rectory, Nock 
Verges, STONEY STANTON, 
Leicestershire LE9 1LQ. Tel. 
01455 271121. 


Slow, Slow, Quick, 





Quick, 


o, these aren't the instructions 

for a dancing lesson. They are 
how you should be looking at Amiga 
accelerators, so Almathera tell us. 
Several of their Photogenics users have 
pointed out to them that a new and 
unwelcome practice is being adopted 
by at least one Amiga accelerator 
manufacturer. Almathera are being dis- 
creet and not revealing the name of the 
allegedly offending company, but what 
Almathera told us about the situation is 
worth reporting anyway. 

What is being done is “over-clock- 
ing”. This means running the CPU on 
the accelerator card beyond the speed 
for which it was designed. This has 
been a relatively usual practice in the 
pastto generate systems that run faster 
than would normally be possible. Now it 
seems, Almathera say, it is being done 
to “cut corners” and make cheaper ac- 
celerator cards. Cards made like this, 
Almathera say, are sold without any 
warning or label stating that they are 
using “overclocked” chips. The majority 
of cards of this kind are for the 1200 but 
Almathera have had reports of A2000 
cards being of a similar kind. 

What problems can this cause? 
Every CPU is supplied rated for a par- 
ticular speed. The speed is measured 
in MegaHertz (MHz). These chips have, 
typically, a tolerance of around 5-10% 
- meaning they should be able to run 
up to 10% faster than normal without 
problems. 

However, running CPUs faster than 
their designed speed can cause two 
serious problems: Firstly, system 
unreliability. While the computer may 
appear initially to be functioning per- 
fectly, system crashes and incompat- 
ibilities are far more likely with an 
overclocked chip. 

Secondly, there is likely to be a 
lessening of CPU life. Overclocked 
CPU chips run hotterthan normal chips 





Slow’? 


and this probably leads to a reduction, 
possibly a large reduction, in the 
lifespan of the chip. 

Almathera told AU/ that they had 
seen examples of accelerator cards 
marked as “SOMHz” using both 40MHz 
and 33MHz chips being run too fast 
and “25MHz” cards using a 20MHz. 

Whatis important is that you note, if 
you are buying an accelerator card, that 
the speed rating on the chip should not 
be less than the claimed speed of the 
acceleratorcard. The 68030 CPU should 
be marked with a speed. This will be in 
the form of adash followed by anumber. 
For example, “-33” “-40”, “-50”. If this 
does not match the speed claimed for 
the card, or if the label on the CPU has 
been scrubbed off or covered with a 
sticker, you would be best advised to 
return the board and ask for a replace- 
ment with a chip of the correct speed. 

If you can’t get a satisfactory re- 
sponse from your supplier you would 
be well within your rights to contact 
your local trading standards officer. 

Almathera point out that if such 
practices are allowed to continue un- 
challenged, other manufacturers sup- 
plying genuine cards with the correct 
chips may not be able to compete and 
may have to start doing the same thing 
to remain in business. They rightly say 
that problems of this kind damage the 
whole Amiga community. 

This is a very public spirited action 
for Almathera to bring this to our, and 
your, attention. And they are at pains to 
say they have absolutely no involve- 
ment with the manufacture or distribu- 
tion of accelerator cards, but just want 
to make sure that Amiga users are not 
given any of the real problems that 
could come from using accelerator 
cards of this kind. 

Thanks for letting all of us know 
about this nefarious business, 
Almathera. 








NEW!!! 
Artec Colour 
=~ = Scanner 





FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 
(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE). 


EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCS 
FOR AMIGA A600 & Ai 
WITH FREE!!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE 
DOUBLE SPEED £159.00 
QUAD SPEED 


SIX SPEED 
PORTABLE CD 


Pi 
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 
£10 
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD 


True SCSI Il controller for your Amiga 
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 
Zipp Ram allows you to connect H-Disk, 


Syquest CD Roms etc. £99.00 


MULTIFACE Ill 
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL 
PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO 





TANDEM IDE | 


IDE controller card for your Amiga 1500 to 
4000 allows you to connect a CD rom of 
your choice or just another Hard Drive. 


Tandem card Only £69.00 
Tandem card & Double speed CD £169.00 
Tandem card & Quad speed CD £199.00 


EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 





HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 


Nobody Undersells US!!!!! 


AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ EXTERNAL 
RAM CARDS SCSI HDISK with 


45W PSU 
A600 1MB Ram £20.00 
A600 1MB Ram & Clock £33.09 FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 


A500+ 1MB Ram £20.00 
A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 
A1200 RAM CARDS 
PCMCIA compatible 

(With Clock & FPU socket) 
OMB £49.00 
2MB £109.00 
4MB £159.00 
8MB £279.00 
ZIP RAMS 2MB £99.00 


MEMORY 
30 64 72 
Pin Pin 
£25 £35 


£69 
£109 £109 

£239 
16MB £389 
32MB £N/A £699 


FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 


ACCELERATORS 


Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB 
Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB ; 
Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB ss £499.00 


FPU 


340MB 
540MB 
850MB 
1GIG 
2/4/9GIG 
SQUIRREL 


1MB 
2MB 
4MB 
8MB 


ALFA-POWER 
ARD DISK 
FOR AMIGA A500/500+ 
Increases the performance of your 


machine when adding these FPU’s. 810MB 
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards 1 GIG £339.00 


for A1200 and Amiga 4000 Computers SYQUEST DRIVES 


ANTI-CLICK *ANTI-VIRUS‘THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 Int. Ext. 












MONITORS 33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00 88MB £219 £269 

Basic Calour £199.00 Adopn? Bao 40Mhz (PLCC) £79.00 105MB £229 £279 

spy . £2150 50Mhz (PGA) £89.00 200MB £339 £389 
Microvitek 1438 £259.00 270MB £349 £399 
Microvitek 1440 £399.00 WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! BOTH THE ZIPP & SYQUEST 
Samsung 15” £319.00 adopor deo WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
Samsung 17” £599.00 £9450 GENUINE QUOTED PRICE. 
Samsung 20” £POA ib 

z AMIGA AWIA ACD 300 
iM A600 ACCELERATOR a hr 
UPGRADEABLE TO 
AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £379.00 80 WATT SPEAKERS 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK £429.00 8MB RAM <= Se 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK £469. ew pal eeir dan pls 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) £489.00 ule Accelerator for Amici tanh 
AMIGA A1200 170MB HARD DIS £489.00 OMB £499 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DIS £539.00 4MB TRADE & EDUCATIONAL 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) £559.00 8MB - 0181 345 6573 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 850MB HARD DISK) £699.00 16MB diac pon weil 
32MB 


ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.0.A 
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126 EET,UPPER EDMONTON,LOND 
0181-345-6000 Fax: 
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Those of you wondering what this month’s 
Coverdisk from Optonica is useful for, had better 
take a look at CD Gold. This CD wasa authored 
entirely on MME’s bigger brother Interplay.- 
David Ward previews the forthcoming CD. 


e at AU/ are extremely 
pleased to be able to 
preview the first issue 
of this novel title for 
the Amiga CD-ROM user. The disc 
has been designed to run on the 
CDTV,A570/A500+ combo, CD32, 
or any other CD-ROM equipped 
Amiga. 

CD Gold, from McClean Inter- 
active Systems, is a relatively new 
concept for the Amiga world. It's 
not entirely new because the first 
Amiga magazine discs of this kind 
in the world were on AU/ last year. 
We even believe that they could 
have been the very first proper 
“magazine” discs to appear in any 
format as cover discs. 

Amiga Gold is following in that 
tradition which is superior to the 
CDs just full of programs that 
appear on most magazine covers. 
it is not a compendium of PD., ora 
disc full of commercial demos. No, 
CD Gold gives the buyer all of 
these and more. 

The most exciting thing about 








Junior then answers straight to ‘camera’. 


CD Gold is its ability to give you 
‘live’ interviews with Amiga celebri- 
ties. In the pilot issue we heard 
from David Pleasance, top man at 
the now defunct Commodore UK, 
and Jolyon Ralph, technical direc- 
tor at Almathera - the company that 
brought you Photogenics. 


Give me the FAQs 





Jolyon Ralph re-appears here and, 
along with Jim Hawkins and Ralph 
and Carl Gamble from Optonica, 


PLAYABLE DEMOS 


Fury of tne rurries 


Ultimate 
Body Blows 


4 


Degeneration 


AMIGA CD** 


HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TARED? 


The CD32 - Has it still got what it takes? 
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answers some frequently asked 
questions. Jim Hawkins also gives 
a narrated tutorial on how to pro- 
gram using the Oberon language. 

We also get to see and hear 
Junior, from the top games pro- 
gramming company Team 17, talk 
about how he started in the busi- 
ness, his work on Body Blows, and 
what he is working on now. 

Ralph McClean, the editor of 
this edition, along with most of the 
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CD32 


A ed 
Music 


Adverts 


good, with live band music, and 
quite a selection of modules play- 
ing straight from the disc. 

As this is a preview, we must 
say that the disc we looked at has 
not been completed at the time of 
writing this preview. We will keep 
you up to date as to what is hap- 
pening via our magazine’s news 
section, as we know some of you 
have already put your names down 
on the priority order list. 


Therapy 
Interview 
News 
Amiga 
COTY 





ect another cover Go! 


Interactive menus make using this program a breeze. 


production team, narrate the vari- 
ous sections on the disc. So news 
items and reviews can be ‘spoken’ 
to you, or you can read them off the 
screen if you prefer. 

There are concise reviews of 
some of the latest games, along 
with ‘animated’ screenshots to give 
you an idea of the action. There 
are some demos too. 

A gallery of Amiga art can be 
accessed, plus some PD. and utili- 
ties for all CD based Amigas. The 
music section is exceptionally 





However, if all goes to plan, CD 
Gold Issue 1 should be with you, 
and be available, by the time you 
read this article. AU/ 


Contact: 
McClean Interactive Systems 


67 Turners Road 
Walthamstow 
London E17 3JG 
Tel:0181 520 6224 














Upgrade your 
Old Paint Program 
to Photogenics 
and save £15! 


For a limited period you can upgrade any old Amiga paint, graphics or image processing package to Photogenics 
1.2A, the latest word in 24-bit paint and image manipulation software for the Amiga. Take full advantage of the 
power and flexibility that the Amiga offers, don’t be limited by the inconvenient and archaic interfaces that your old 
products use. Just send us your payment and any proof of purchase for a rival product (Photocopy of receipt, or just 
quote us a line from the manual by fax or phone) and we’ll send you back the latest version of Photogenics 1.2A by 
return. Plus you can continue to use your old software while you wait for Photogenics (normally dispatched within 


two days). See for yourself why all the Amiga magazines gave their top awards to Photogenics. Upgrade now to the 
future of Amiga graphics software. 








But hurry! This special offer must end by November 30th 1995. Order soon to ensure prompt delivery. 


Photogenics 1.2A requires a minimum of 2Mb of RAM (4Mb minimum if used with hard disk), a 68020 or higher CPU and Kickstart 3.0 
or higher. CyberGraphX required for 24-bit operation on third-party graphics cards (eg. Picasso II, CyberVision64) 


Upgrade cost £44.95 (normal cost £59.95), plus postage and packing (£2.25 UK, £5.00 rest of the world). 
Total cost: £47.20 UK, £49.95 rest of the world. 


This offer is ONLY available for direct orders from Almathera. Please do not embarass your local dealer by asking him to honour this deal. Only the English Language 
version of Photogenics 1.2A is available through this competetive upgrade program. 


You can upgrade from any version of the following: Deluxe Paint (any version from | to 5), Personal Paint (any version), DigiPaint, TVPaint, Image FX, Art Department, 
ADPro, ImageMaster, PixMate, Brilliance. (Phone for information on upgrading from any other Amiga graphics package.) Cover disk versions of software ARE acceptable 
for upgrades. Any disks or manuals sent in for upgrade purposes WILL be reutrned with your order. Please do not send in any large or bulky manuals or we will have to 
charge extra for return postage. 


All trademarks used in this advert are acknowledged. 


* ORDER BY PHONE: 0181-687 0040 * ORDER BY FAX: 0181-687 0490 
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I Studio S6HST 


Unfortunately you will need the CD to see 
any more. 


fnarr.. fnarr.. | don’t think | need to 
say any more than that! Oh well, if 
you insist. 

After many hours of serious 
research we can tell you that Adult 
Sensations 2 contains over 3000 
images in GIF format that would, 
ahem, satisfy most tastes. It 
includes a few animations too. 
We're getting closer to Virtual 





Valerie on the Amiga, aren’t we? 
There is a collection of naughty 
stories in both text and narrated 
format (in the PC drawers), plus 
jokes and newspaper type Car- 
toons. The sound samples are 
IFFy - there, two words in one to 
sum them up. 

Oh, | nearly forgot. There are 
games. These range from jigsaws 
to arcade style platformers with 
rude sprites. Not so much ‘adult’, 
more Juvenile Sensation. Lots of 
fun for after closing time. 


RATINGS 
Rating XX% 
INFO 
Price: £19.95 


Publisher: Epic Marketing 
Formats: Amiga/ Mac/ PC 
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With another saddle-bagful of silver 


platters AUI’s disc jockeys, Gary Fenton 
and David Ward, shout the praises of quite 


——————— i ———————— 


get a taste of their riding crop. 





(No, this isn’t a reference to the 


Amiga Tools 2 several issues ago, 
and | concluded that it was a good 
disc spoilt by an excessive price. 

_ Now the same German compa- 
ny, TGV Haupt, has released a 
double disc set of volumes 1 and 


of PD. that covers music, raytrac- 
ing, Workbench utilities, comms 
programs, and so on. Everything is 
accessible from Workbench and 
all programs are ready to run. 
Nothing is archived. 


disc on the left!) We had a look at 


2. Both CDs contain a vast mixture 





MIGA TOOLS 1 & 





The second disc is a better 
compilation, but both have draw- 
ers with German names, and 
some of the programs only have 
German documentation. (Do they 
think that English language Amiga 
users are dying out?) 

If the two disc set was sup- 
posed to retail for £20 then it 
would have received a slightly bet- 
ter score. However £35 is a bit too 
much when you consider that two 
Aminet CDs for £30 give better 
value for money. 


vse m i, fer 


Rating 64% 


INFO 


Price: £34.95 
Publisher: TGV Haupt 
Format: Amiga 





Aminet is the world’s largest collec- 
tion of Amiga software which is 
freely accessible to anyone with an 
Internet connection. Approximately 
20,000 archives contain a wealth 
of Amiga PD. which is contributed 
by Amiga programmers, artists and 
musicians from all around the 
world. 

For those who do not have 


Internet access or those who do, 
but don’t like to clock up large 
phone bills, the people behind 
Aminet produce a compilation CD 
every couple of months. 

Aminet CDs are always chock- 
a-block with the latest software, be 
it commercial demos, shareware, 
or public domain, and Number 7 is 
no exception. It includes 25Mb of 
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business software (50 files), 30Mb 
of comms software (220 files), 
55Mb of games (110 files), 100Mb 
of mod tunes (330 files), 20Mb of 
utilities (200 files), 50Mb of demos 
(100 files), plus many more miscel- 
laneous categories. 

Every issue has one major 
theme. Number 4 was music, 5 
was games, and 6 contained a 
huge amount of demos. Disc 7, it 
seems, is dedicated to DTP, with 
10,000 pieces of monochrome clip 
art on board. 

The Aminet CDs are always a 
good value considering most of the 
software is quite new and just a 
handful of the excellent programs 
on there alone could be worth 
more than the asking price of the 
disc. 





As usual you can search for any 
particular file using the straight for- 
ward ‘Find’ program and all of the 
programs have been listed by cat- 
egory in the AmigaGuide index 
which also acts as a front end for 
unarchiving the Lha files that store 
all the data. Top notch stuff on a 
CD at a sensible price. Long live 
Aminet! 


RATINGS 
Rating 94% 
INFO 


Price: £14.95 
Publisher: Schatzruhe 
Format: Amiga 








This piece of software is already 
causing confusion. “Can | record 
and alter data on my CDs using my 
existing drive?”, is the question 
being put to many a magazine, 
dealer, and veteran Amiga user. 
The answer is ‘no’. It would be 
great if you could use your current 
CD drive to write data, rename 
files, delete files, and re-arrange 
icons, but the technology was 
never designed to allow that. 
However, CD-Write lets you do 
it - ‘virtually’. After installing the 


software from a single floppy disk, 
it will mount the current CD again 
as a writeable device. Any changes 
you make to the CD are recorded 
on your hard disk, for reference, 


~ and not really on the CD. 


Almost anything you can do toa 
hard disk you can now do to a CD, 
thanks to CD-Write. Any changes 
you make to CDs are near enough 
instant, depending on the amount 
of data you’re altering or adding. 

CD-Write is very useful for 
changing tooltypes if you want to 


The Fifth 
Dimension 





Following on from the successful 
‘Collection’ and ‘Continuation’ CDs, 
published by Almathera, and their 
own ‘Phase 4’ disc, 17 Bit have just 
released their latest compilation 
from the floppies in their software 
library. 

There are over five hundred 
DMS’ed disks here, and they cover 
subjects that range from artwork to 
utilities. 17 Bit could be considered 
the English equivalent of Fred 
Fish. 

An AmigaGuide front-end gives 
easy access and decompression 
of the software, along with a witty 
description of what’s on each disk. 


Be warned that this software 
requires WB2.0 and above so that 
decompression can take place to 
FastFileSystem (FFS) floppies. 
Also, not all the programs are 
freely distributable. 


RATINGS 
Rating 78% 


INFO 


Price: £19.99 
Publisher: 17 Bit Software Format: 








Exciting AmigaGuide interface to the Fifth Dimension. 





customise CD software and get it 
running properly with your comput- 
er. It's also helpful for altering icons 
to Magic Workbench icons, or shuf- 
fling around the contents to make 
certain files more accessible to 
you. 

CD-Write keeps the alterations 
on your hard drive until you choose 
to erase the changes. It’s a very 
simple and effective program in 
practice, and | can appreciate the 
complexity of the program fooling 
the computer into thinking you’re 
adding, changing, or deleting data 
on the actual disc. 

Technically, this is extremely 
clever and will no doubt be very 
useful to a lot people. However, the 
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The name says it all. The usual 
audio related files you would 
expect to find on similar compila- 
tions are here, including 274 MIDI 
files, almost 560 ‘tracker mods, 
over 100 MED mods, and a 
plethora of sequencers, players, 
rippers, MIDI utils, and sample 
editors. There is even a program 
called Video Tracker which lets 
you make up pop videos to go with 
music. 

The disc’s USP (unique selling 
point) is a large collection of sam- 
pled instruments and effects from 
Akai. Akai make professional 
sound samplers and sample 
banks for musicians and CD 
Exchange have been given per- 
mission to put these samples onto 
the disc. 

They have been digitally con- 


“100d jad col cribe ag 2 
0 aie PR 





Makin Musik has some usable commercial demo software too as well as plenty of music! 


price seems unfairly high and 
should be something nearer £20, 
in my view, so the rating reflects 
this accordingly. 

So | cannot see them selling as 
many copies as they should. Still, 
it's well worth considering if you 
need such a unique and cunning 
program. 


RATINGS 


Rating 82% 


INFO 


Price: £44.95 
Publisher: Schatzruhe 
Format: Amiga 
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verted from the original 16 bit 
samples down to 8 bit IFF for the 
Amiga. The 16 bit WAVE versions 
are also on the CD, and they can 
be loaded into the supplied demo 
version of OctoMED 6. 

If you are a budding musician 
or composer, then this fair collec- 
tion of modules and Akai instru- 
ment samples makes this a useful 
CD to own. 


RATINGS 


Rating 80% 


INFO 


Price: £44.95 
Publisher: CD Exchange 
Format: Amiga 
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AUI Test Drive 
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This is a DTP and DTV disc, or 
Desktop Publishing and Desktop 
Video for the un-initiated. EMC, 
famous for their font collections on 
floppy disk, have added this CD to 
the range that should be consid- 
ered ‘essential’ for the CD-ROM 
library. 

Over a dozen volumes of fonts 
from the EMC catalogue, in three 


Sci-Fi Sensation 


different formats, are joined by six- 
teen subjects in IFF mono and 
colour clipart. In addition there are 
ten different drawers of clipart in 
encapsulated postscript format 
(EPS). All are illustrated with pages 
of IFF thumbnail images. In addi- 
tion you will find 67Mb of video 
backgrounds, not forgetting that 
most of the fonts can be used in 





In the words of Sam Beckett, “Oh 
boy”. A double CD collection con- 
taining over a gigabyte of data that 
would satisfy any science fiction 
fan. 

Disc 1 includes information on 
all the TV shows and films to date, 
images, theme tunes and music, 





mec Say 
Kirk to AUI, welcome aboard. 
sound effects and samples, 
games and demos, plus objects 
for 3D rendering packages. While 
disc 2 is dedicated to animations, 
both ANIM and FLC, MPEG, and 
AVI and MOV formats for the PC. 

Unfortunately, some of the 
MovieSetter animations are cor- 
rupt. The reason why this is so is 
because they have been copied 
directly from the Weird Science 
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Animations CD. This product suf- 
fered a glitch during mastering 
that caused some of the files that 
make up these animations to be 
truncated to zero length. 

The compilers of Sci-Fi 
Sensation did not know this, as no 
other reviewer had checked the 
Weird Science CDs thoroughly 
enough to spot the errors. 

However, all is not lost. There 
are hundreds of text files from 
cyberspace on paranormal sub- 
jects which, if you are an X-files 
fan, will consume untold hours of 
investigation. The Defender and 
Space Invader clones will keep 
you happily amused, and the good 
quality clipart will be useful in DTP. 

The set would have scored an 
amazing 100%, but the duplica- 
tion, truncation, misnaming, or 
corruption of a handful of files has 
knocked a few points off. Still, it's 
up there in the nineties. 


RATINGS 


Rating 93% 


INFO 


Price: £19.99 
Publisher: Epic Marketing 
Format: Amiga/ MAC/ PC 


video titling projects too. 

A useful collection of updates 
for Pagestream, Typesmith, and 
Opalvision are included, along with 
demos of the software. Numerous 
useful utilities can be found here 
too. No collection of clipart would 
be complete without a few hundred 
megabytes of images. Phase 1 
does not let the side down. The 
disc supplies scenes from Star 
Trek and Blakes 7, fantasy sub- 
jects from the Conan and Dragon 
Lance universes, as well as 
planes, trains, and automobiles. 
And a whole lot more. Each collec- 
tion is again indexed by thumbnail 
images for all the 16, 256, and 
HAM colour versions. 

As its title suggests Phase 1 is 
the first in a series of discs to be 
issued by EMC. Unlike other pub- 
lishers, where you take pot luck if 
you order in advance, EMC have 
thoughtfully listed all that is going 
on to the next two CDs. 


SPECCY 2 





I’ve still got my Speccy. When 
my Amiga was off for repair, Sir 
Clive Sinclair’s box of tricks was 
wrenched from retirement to play a 
variety of games. 

Okay, so they didn’t have mil- 
lions of colours and lots of sound 
effects. They were still good, 
though C64 owners thought they 
had a better machine, and | still 
play some of the games under 
emulation. And here’s a disc that 
was sent from heaven. 

There are hundreds, if not thou- 


Re-live the good ol days with this little gem 














Excellent indexing via thumbnail images. 


RATINGS 


Rating 94% 


INFO 


Price: £24.95 
Publisher: E M Computergraphic 
Format: Amiga/ PC 


sands, of Spectrum games on this 
CD. Plus all the latest emulators of 
the Z80 based machine. There are 
text files of the manuals, address- 
es to Web sites, ROM images, pic- 
tures of the software boxes, the 
machines, and the covers of Crash 
magazine. Ahh, sweet memories. 

In fact, there is everything the 
Amiga-owning Spectrum lover 
could want. And the PC owning 
one, and the Acorn owning one, 
and the... and so on. | have 
knocked a few points off because 
the disc has only been set up for 
those of you with WB3.0+ 
machines. 


RATINGS 


INFO 


Price: £17.99 
Publisher: Epic Marketing 
Multi Format 


Contacts 


Almathera - 0181 648 0040 


Melalelelay, 


{ 
CD Exchange - 01603 261060 (Norwich) 
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Epic Marketing - 0500 131 486 (Freephone) 

oleate teagelare - 49 201 788778 (Essen, Germany) 
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17 Bit Software - 01924 366982 
Weird Science - 0116 234 0682 
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Aminet CD 8, dated August 1995, consists of approximately 1,1 
gigabytes of software in 3600 archives. Since the release of Amine! 
CD 7 more than 540 MB new software has appeared, The current 
edition has o special focus on modules, more than }000 mods from 
Aminet were included. User friendly access software makes the 
Aminet CD 8 q pleasure to use. £14.95 


worlds 
farwest 
Amiga 
safiware 
callection 





Aminet is the world *s largest collection of freely distributable Amiga 
software. Up to 10.000 users access the vast archives ervery day 
and countless programmers publish directly via Aminet, Until recently 
access lo Amine! was restricted fo international network users. With 
Aminet Set |, consisting of 4 CDs, the complete archive is published 
the first time. This CD-ROM-collection, which is dated January 1995, 
offers.cn almost inexhoustible reservoir of top-value Shareware. A 
wide variety of programs is included; Applications, Games, Demos, 
Pictures; Mods; Animations, Developer-Material, .. . [It contains 
approximately 4 gigabytes of softwere in 12.500 archives and you 
will enjoy the comfortable userintetface. £29.95 


CD-WiILtE 





Whatl?! You still can't write to your CDs? CD-ROMs have long been 
an essential port of Amiga computing. Many users already own a 
CD-ROM drive, and the number of software packages available on 
CD is increasing steadily. Until now, though, it was not possible to 
write to CDs, We have solved this problem with our new revolutio- 
nary product: Ralph Babel and Stefan Ossowski's Schatztruhe are 
proud to present what can be considered a marvel of technology: 
CD-Write enables you to virtually write to CDs with an ordinary CD. 
ROM drive. From now on, you will be able to write, delete, and mo 
dify dato on your CDs. This product will take you into a new era, and 
you will be able to utilize CD-ROM technology to its fullest, £44.95 
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The FreshFish CD-ROM-series, produced directly by Fred Fish, provi- 
des Amiga users with hundreds of megabytes of the lotest freely re- 
distributable software. Published approximately every two months, 
each volume is a two CD sef containing new submissions since the 
latest volume, os wall as an aver growing s¢iection of tools, libraries, 


documentation and other useful material that is updated with every 
release £29.95 











CDBoot is o fantastic new product that enables you to use almost 
any CD32 games on an Al200 or A4000 [with AT- of SCSI-CD- 
ROM drive and any filesystem). You can create a configuration file 
for each CD, containing information on the Joypad emulation. You 
can also save the highscore of each CD32 game, The usage and 
installation of CDBoot is very easy, also for beginners, due to the 
excellent English manual. Since the compatibility is very high, you 
con use 98% of CD32 games currently available. CDBoot is an 
excellent software solution for all Amigo-Freaks, whe would like to 
enter the world of CD32 games! £34.95 
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The FreshFonts |] CD-ROM contains 632 megabytes of fonts for al- 
most any computer system. Most of the fonts are freely distributable, 
except for the Thienen fants, which are exclusive on this CD. Each of 
these fonts is included in four different formats: DMF, Agfa IntelliFont, 
Adobe ond Truelype. There are 231 font families on this CD leach 
containing of up to 8 different styles}, They are classified in seven 
categories: Deco (63 families}, NormLatin (33 families), Pictures (16 
families}, Sans Serif (2% families), Script {36 families), Serif (96 
families), Thienen (19 families). £19.95 





This CD contains 40 games for the Commodore Amiga from differ. 
ing categories. Action, Jump & Run, Card Games, Puzzles, Strategy 
Games - a whole range of computer entertainment awaits! Gamers” 
Delight will hold you captivated for hours and guarantees longast- 
ing pleasure. All games are commercial versions - no public domain 
& no demos! This CD can be run on any Amiga with CD-ROM drive, 
CDTV or Amiga CD32 Console with 1 MB free memory and Joy- 
stick/Joypad, £29.95 





Volume 2 of the GoldFish series contains a selection of software, ani- 
mations, pictures and other material released on FreshFish CD-ROM's 
between October 1993 and November 1994, with most of the mate- 
rial updated to the latest available versions: All material is included in 


both archived (BBS-ready) and onarchived {ready-torun) forms 
£29.95 


The LIGHT ROM 2 CD contains almost 650 megabytes of 3D ob- 
jects, images, images equences, scene files, surface attributes, bump 
maps ond textures in IFF and TARGA formats, DEMs, and lightwave 
rela- ted text files. LIGHT ROM is an invaluable resource for 
lightwave users, and as a bonus, includes material for Sculpt 3D and 
Imagine users. £44.95 
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The da capo CD-ROM is a source for high-quality music, both for 
listening enjoyment and for samples to use in creating your own 
music. This is not just another random collection of modules, Many 
modules and samples are exclusively to do capo. Included are more 
than 1400 of the best available modules and 2000 high-qualioty 
samples, £27.95 





Gateway! offers NetBSD 1.0, a full featured UNIXike operating 
system with both sources and binaries for the Amiga, i386, Sun 3, 
and other architectures. Go netsurting with the large -selection of 
supplied networking tools. Other supplied packages include a 
binary release of the X window system (X11 R6) for the Amiga, with 
many additional clients, and packages such as perl, emacs, games, 
mail programs, and many megabytes of important text files such as 
RFCs and FAGs. A complete installation guide is available on the 
CD, There are also some AmigaDOS internet utilities, such as clients 
for AmiTCP and Envoy. £9.95 
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All products are available in your local Amiga-shop 





The Meeting Pearls Volume {| contains 650 MB of the finest FD soft- 
ware via a special user interface, which has bean created to allow 
you to find the program of your choice with ease. The contents: 35 
MB of selected html-pages - 50 MB graphics programs and date -15 
MB games - 10 MB from "The Party '94"- 13 MB disk, hard disk - 
CD-ROM and SCSI tools~ 19 MB various other tools - 1) MB educe- 
tional software - 25 MB terminal programs - 25 MB animations, 
mainly from Eric Schworz - 40 MB developer tools (e.g. preinstalled 
compiler (DICE, Oberon, Modula), Commodoretincludes, GULTools} 
-9 MB music programs - 10 MB midi programs - 27 MB pictures - 60 
MB texts, FAGs, CD contents files, etc. - 40 MB linux for Amiga - 100 
MB TeX installation (PasTeX incl. 600 dpi and fax fonts) - 38 MB 
movie data bose - 50 MB archives for Psion - 18 MB modules - 50 
MB NetBSD for Amiga, ... . ©9-95 





Raytracing - A fascinating area of the computer graphics. Pictures 
from the computer, perfectly rendered, fascinate people all over the 
world, The Amiga was the first computer to be used for raytracing, 
and today it is still a leader, with many high quality programs. A real 
artist of raytracing is Tobias J. Richter from Cologne/Germany, 
whose defailed objects stun the peaple. Especially his space ships of 
famous science fiction films are used to demonstrate the capabilities 
of a raytracing program. The objects are highly detailed and 
extremly realistic due to the application of complex surface textures 
of the models. Until now it was difficult to acquire these objects in 
order to create ones own scenes or animations. £29.95 
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Texture Gallery is a 2 CD-ROM set containing over 1.3 gigabytes of 
textures designed for graphic artists, Included are hundreds. of 24 bit 
textures in several different formats, including IFF, TARGA, JPEG, 
PICT, SGI, and TIFF. These textures are perfect for use with 3D 
programs like LightWave 3D and can be used to create bump maps. 
All of the textures are represented in thumbnails renderings for easy 
previewing. £84.95 
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or through national mail-order-companies 
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International Distributor: 





GTI 
Grenville Trading International GmbH 
Zimmersmihlenweg 73 
61440 Oberursel - Germany 
Tel +49-6171-85937 
Fax +49-6171-8302 
EMail: Compuserve 100336,1245 
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inland, is a country with, 
believe it or not, 188,000 
lakes is renowned for the 
quality of its silence. 
Sometimes, it is rumoured, it’s so 
cold in Finland that you can’t have 
a hot drink when you come in, 
because it might crack all of your 
teeth, the way ice cubes crack 
in lemonade. Though that doesn’t 
sound very likely to me, and is 
ridiculed by our Finnophile Editor 
who has actually been there. 

Out of this beautiful country with 
its restful silence, like Rudolf the 
red-nosed reindeer out of Santa’s 
Lapland garage on Christmas Eve, 
burst Finnish programmer Teijo 
Kinnunen’s monumental Amiga 
music program, Octamed. Since 
the first PD. version in the late 
eighties, Octamed has now gone 
through six incarnations to become 
the commercial package Octamed 
6, a full four-track - more if you cut 
corners on quality - sequencing 
program, with a spectacular range 
of extra features. 

Sequencing programs are at 
the heart of digital electronic music 
nowadays; they work like automa- 
tic score-sheets. You set them 
going, play a tune on your key- 
board, and they record exactly 
which notes you have played and 
when. You can then play your first 
tune back and add a second 
accompanying tune with another 
‘instrument’ on a second ‘track’. 
The sequencer stores them both, 
and so on for up to many tracks. 
The instruments can either be syn- 
thesizers you have plugged into 
your computer via a MIDI cable, or 
in the case of Octamed, they can 
also be digital samples stored on 
the Amiga itself, played on the 
QWERTY keyboard as if it were a 
piano. 





Standard 





Octamed has now become more or 
less standard among low-budget 
music makers on the Amiga. It has 
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the Amiga into a world leading musical instrument, says 
Michael Rumbelow, reviewing a simple manual that 
helps the “mod” user become even more tuneful. 


Se ae 


already been responsible for sev- 
eral songs in the UK top forty, most 
notably with dance/jungle music 
group Urban Shakedown, as well 
as innumerable soundtracks to 
games. And songs created with 
Octamed - ‘mods’ as they are 
called - fill hundreds of PD. disks 
and bulletin boards around the 
world. There are now Amiga user 
musicians out there who have 
been employing Octamed at least 
semi-professionally for several 
years, and they can now offer valu- 
able tips to beginners. 

Andy Soar is such an expert 
user musician. But instead of just 
passing on his knowledge to other 
Octamed musicians by word of 
mouth, he has distilled the tips and 
tricks he picked up composing 
music for games like Bump’n’burn, 
Ruffian and Bloodnet, onto paper. 

The result is ‘Octamed Tech- 
nique’, a short, it’s only fifteen 
pages, manual accompanied by a 
disk of examples and demos. Here 
Amiga musicians will find dozens 
of handy hints about how to create 
chorus, echo and reverb - which 
can turn tinny shallow sounding 
samples into big beefy sounds, 
using loops and breaks, and digi- 
tising samples effectively. 


Simple 





The tips contained often seem sim- 
ple once you know them - such as 
playing a loop on a second track, 
slightly delayed, to achieve a 
reverb effect, and a musician might 
find this kind of thing out after 
exploring and experimenting with 
Octamed for some time. But 

other tips such as ‘chorus’, 
achieved by playing a second 
slightly detuned sample on a differ- 





ent track, are less obvious. Anyone 
but the most experienced Octamed 
musician is bound to find some- 
thing new in this manual and it 
could save months of often frus- 
trating trial and error. 

There are one or two tips I'd 
heard of which weren't included; 
for instance | remember reading 
somewhere that to get 8 or more 


high quality tracks out of Octamed, 
Urban Shakedown simply use two 
Amigas simultaneously. But there 
is plenty here to boost any Amiga 

musician’s repertoire, especially 
a beginner’s. And the chapters are 
broken down into easily followed 
steps with occasional diagrams to 
clarify certain points, and should 
be readily understood by anyone 
who has a basic working knowl- 
edge of Octamed. 


Accompanying 
Disk 


The accompanying disk gives 
some illuminating before and after 
examples of different effects, as 
well as a couple of fledgling mods 
which users can deconstruct, and 
perhaps experiment on, to try out 
the techniques described ‘in the 
manual. 

At £5, this package is three or 
four pounds more than just a PD. 
disk, but probably worth it for any- 





one who is serious about using 
Octamed to its full, and wants an 
accelerated learning course to fol- 
low on from reading the standard 


Octamed Manual 





As the Amiga steadily gains recog- 
nition as a powerful musical tool, 





collections of tips and ideas like 
this can only help. In future incar- 
nations Teijo Kinnunen’s program 
may yet knock the ten times more 
expensive Cu-base sequencing 
program (for the PC, Mac and 
Atari) off its ‘industry standard’ 
perch. Or at least budge it over a 
bit. All the Amiga needs now is a 
MIDI port, a few more sound chan- 
nels - all 16-bit - and a few megs 
more RAM and the argument 
would be settled. AU/ 






RATINGS 
Octamed Technique 


Overall Rating 83% 





Price: £5.00 + 50p P&P UK, 
£6.50 + IRC rest of the world; 
Contact: 

A Soar, 

68 Springfield Road, 
Grantham 
Lincs NG31 7BE, UK 
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DELPHUS NISUALS 


Defining a new direétion 


Delphus V isualsi is an exciting 
C wr MY of computer iniere 
animators and architectural 
illustration. 
We provide effective solutions to 
demanding time scales and 
budgets. Applying flexible 
approaches that adapt to your 
requirements. Working in the 
following areas: 
3D modelling & animation 
Architectural/Product Visualisation 
Multimedia/Conference Displays 
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a" orld Wide Web page design 
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hould you not have a hard 
disk, Workbench 2+, and 
2.5Mb of RAM, then | sug- 
gest you stick to Notepad. 
Final Writer 4 is a very megabyte 
hungry piece of software. 

It is only when you are actually 
using the Install program that you 
find out that the full installation 
requires a whopping 12Mb. If you 
cannot quite squeeze that much 
free disk space out of your system, 
then a cut-down version can be 
installed. 


So what’s new.. 





The biggest change since ver- 
sion 3 has been the inclusion of a 
grammar checking system in the 
main program. This is not Proper 
Grammar II, but a completely new 
correction engine from InfoSoft 
International. 

There are three levels of help 
messages, the topmost giving you 
the reasons why a particular sen- 
tence failed to pass the test in a 
language only a Professor of 
English would understand. This is 
not surprising when you read that 
some of the InfoSoft team con- 
sisted of “computational linguists 
and information base experts’. 


.and does 
it work? 





The answer is - yes, and no. 
Shakespeare and Kipling would 





to help you. 


very popular graphical word-processor. 
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Break or brake? Grammar doesn't know the 
contextual difference. 


get poor marks if this engine were 
marking their GCSE English paper. 
For instance, “Friends, Romans, 
countrymen lend me your ears...”, 
that famous line from ‘Julius 
Caesar’, is marked as not being 
politically correct. 

Someone should have exp- 
lained to those ‘experts’ that “Lend 
me your ears..” was a use of 
metonymy - the container for the 
thing contained. As in the joke 
about the man who arrived at his 
office with a bandaged head. 
When asked what caused the 
damage, he said it had been his 
wife. “She hit me with a pound of 
tomatoes.” How could a pound of 
tomatoes do that much damage? 
“They were in a tin.” Oh sorry, 
that’s the opposite of metonymy - 
it's the contained for the container, 
isn’t it? Goodness knows what 
Final Writer would have done with 
that! 

Another Shakespearian quote, 
“But soft what light from yonder 
window breaks...”, from “Romeo 
and Juliet”, is correctly flagged as 
wrong for beginning with ‘But’, then 
challenged for using the archaic 
‘yonder’. 

To make matters worse, 
phrases are patently obvious as 
being wrong got through unchal- 
lenged. The typical “Borrow us 
some money”, that is often used by 
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children instead of “Lend me some 
money”, and “Here is a play what | 
wrote earlier” - a famous Ernie 
Wise catchphrase - must be tech- 
nically correct. 

So you see correct English is 
not necessarily good English. 
Sticking to the rules could mean 
your prose ends up like a Sino- 
English technical handbook. 
Luckily, the rules can be tailored to 
your specific requirements, or not 
used at all. 


improvements 





A number of features in the 
software have been improved. 
Especially the user interface. The 
introduction of click tabs, a com- 
mon sight now on the Mac and PC, 
means that you can get to other 
pages in your document, or the 
requesters, that much quicker. 

The button bars are user defin- 
able, and the whole program can 
be configured to your own personal 
tastes. A great improvement is the 
ability to change fonts and styles in 
an easier fashion by using the 
push buttons, and with over one 
hundred different fonts supplied 
there should be no reason why you 
should not create interesting docu- 
ments. 

One of the ads in an earlier 
issue of this magazine was created 
in Final Writer and exported to us 
in Postscript format. To get the 
resulting 1.2Mb file onto a 720k PC 
floppy disk it had to be ‘zipped’ 
using a PC archiving program. This 
was then incorporated into the 
Arena section by our reproduction 
house who only use Macs - poor 
things. 

With all these changes, and the 
addition of the grammar checking 
function, the manual has now been 
completely rewritten. This, together 








with the extra disks required, have 
pushed up the price to a recom- 
mended £74.95. Registered users 
need to send off just under £27 to 
upgrade. 


Conclusion 





As with all software packages 
that have competition, remember 
WordWorth, there will be further 
improvement. Undoubtedly Digita 
will release a fully featured 
WordWorth 4 at some point, to 
which Softwood must reply. Even if 
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Tut, tut, ‘Maid’ is not politically correct. 


it is only a Final Writer 4.5. In the 
meantime, this is a very useful and 
well-featured word processor, even 
if it doesn’t seem to think much of 
Shakespeare. AU/ 


RATINGS 


Fimai Writer 4 


Overall Rating 98% 


Price: £74.95 
Contact: 


Gordon Harwood Computers Ltd. 
New Street 


Alfreton 
Derbyshire 
DE55 7BP 

Tel:01773 836781 
































AMIGA USER INTERNATIONAL 


EXGLUSIVE OFFER 


Anyone who has bought an Amiga Computer | — 
for home or professional use will recall those 
frequent trips to the dealer and stationers, to 
get the essential accessories a computer 
requires to function. 


Now ... here’s a cost-effective business 
solution for keeping your Amiga working in 
tip-top condition and includes all the little 
extras you will need - in one fantastic 
package to save you more than 40% off 
the recommended retail price. 
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THE AMIGA CARE KIT 
Only £39.95 ous pap) 


First of all there is a range of products to keep the AMIGA clean. 
Because the CRT display on a AMIGA generates a lot of static 
electricity, AMIGAs get very dusty. This is not only unsightly, but bad for 
your AMIGA’s health as floppy disks and the machine’s own hard disk 
can be damaged by dust particles. Included in the AMIGA Care Kit are 
wet and dry tissue packs for cleaning the screen display, a keyboard 
cleaner for the AMIGA’s most notorious dust trap and a mouse cleaner. 
In addition there is a floppy disk drive cleaner which can be inserted into 
the drive to clean the drive’s read and write heads. Most importantly, a 
cover is included for the monitor and CPU that will fit nearly all desktop 
configured AMIGAs. There is also a separate keyboard cover, which for 
most users is an essential item to guard against accidental spills. 


Two items in the AMIGA Care Kit meet the needs of the AMIGA 
mouse. First there is a good quality mouse mat which provides traction 
for the mouse ball, ensuring accurate on screen pointing on a dust free 
surface. Secondly there is a mouse ‘trap’ to keep the mouse safe and 
tidy, when not in use. Adhesive pads secure the mouse trap to the side 
of the AMIGA monitor. 


For floppy disks, the AMIGA Care Kit contains a pack of 3.5" disk 
labels, which avoids the need for crossing out and re-using old labels. 
There is also an excellent floppy disk storage box, called the Datafile 40, 
which securely holds up to 40 3.5” disks. A clear, smoked plastic lid 
shows the contents, but a secure lock prevents prying eyes peeking at 
Sensitive data. Two keys are thoughtfully provided in case a key is 
misplaced. 


PRIORITY ORDER 


A couple of extras, which most users will soon find indispensable, 
are also included. A ‘Paper Clip’ copy holder affixes to the AMIGA’s 
monitor unit and holds papers firmly in place for copy typing. The Paper 
Clip can be angled to provide the best view for the user when typing. 
Finally the AMIGA Care Kit contains a keyboard calculator. This slim 
and fully functional calculator can be secured unobtrusively to the top of 
the user’s keyboard, using self adhesive pads. When preparing invoices, 
or other figure work, it allows the user to instantly calculate figures on 
the screen, without the need to leave the current program to use an on- 
screen calculator, or hunting around the desk for a calculator. The 
Keyboard Calculator is solar powered, with battery back up for low light 
conditions. 


You can now save more than 40% off the recommended retail 
price of The AMIGA Care Kit, simply by sending a cheque/postal 
order made payable to A./.M. Limited for only £39.95 plus £5.00 per 
order for postage, packaging and insurance with the priority order 
form provided. Access and Visa credit cards and telephone orders 
are also accepted. 


24 HOUR ORDER LINE 


Tel: 0191 510 0201 
or Fax your order on 0191 510 0155 ' 


LAY, 


AMIGA Care Kit Offer - Dept. AMACK - PO Box 10 - Sunderland - SR4 6SN 








FOR M 


POST TO:- AMIGA Care Kit Offer - Dept. AMACK - PO Box 10 - Sunderland - SR4 6SN 


Name 
Address 


Card No. 


Signature 














Please send me The AMIGA Care Kit 





(CAPITAL LETTERS) 








Post et A OP Ml 


Telephone No. (in the event of queries) 


| have enclosed my Cheque/Postal Order made payable to AIM Limited for £ 
(£39.95 each plus £5.00 P&P per order) or debit my Access [J Visa L] Credit Card (please tick) 


Expiry Date 
Allow 28 days delivery from receipt of order 
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s the songwriting broth- 
ers, the Gershwins put it.. 
“They all laughed at 
Christopher Columbus 
when he said the world was 
round... do-doo-de-do-de-do-de- 
doo... tum-ti-tum-ti-tum...” 

That was the tune that went 
through my head after seeing the 
original release of InfoNEXUS from 
Optonica. Premiered at last year’s 








Pop-up pull-down menus appear under the 
mouse pointer, saving the journey to the top of 
the screen. 


World of Amiga Show, it caused 
some comment from the assem- 
bled Amiga fraternity. It went some- 
thing along the lines of: ‘Why are 
they bothering when there's 
DirWork for free, and Directory 
Opus if you want to pay?’. 

That may have seemed obvious 
to those initiated in the ways of the 
Amiga, ARexx, and AmigaDos, but 
for the beginner, configuring a file 
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InfoNEXUS 2 has a plain and simple layout. 
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Optonica tweak their file 





management software and throw in a 





database for free. David Ward 
measures the improvements. 








management utility is no easy task. 
This is why InfoNEXUS was able to 
fill a gap in the market. 

You normally get the basic func- 
tions already set-up in a file man- 
ager, operations such as copy, 
delete, makedir, and __ 


so on, but support for — Th e 


more exotic things —~ 
often has tobe config-  F@S 
ured by the user. This 
configuring can take 
the form of calling up 
an external program 4... 
to carry out the re- == 
quired tasks. . 
As you would © 
expect from a multi- 
media company like 
Optonica, these facili- 
ties, and a whole lot 
more, are built-in and 
ready to go. Loe 
InfoNEXUS 2 will = 
allow you to view Anims, CDXL 
movies - a format designed for the 








CDTV/CD32, play modules, and 
handle archives. 

However, there is a drawback. 
To do some of these things, such 
as archive handling, you will need 
Lha etc., while the non-Amiga 
graphics formats 
require datatype han- 
diers which are only 
available under 
WB3.0. 

By far the most 
exciting feature to be 
_ put into this program 
_is Image _ Browser. 
_ This function, avail- 
- able from the pop-up 
- pull-down menus, will 
scan the images in a 
_ particular drawer and 

report back with 

thumbnails of the 

images. Double-click- 

ing on one of the 

thumbnails will immediately zoom it 

to full size. Further functions can 
then be called. 

One thing sadly lacking in ver- 
sion 1 was the ability to add new 
filetypes to the auto-recognition 
system. Thus actions previously 
limited, in the archivers case for 
instance, to Lha, Arc, and Zoo, can 
now be updated to handle Lzx and 
Zip.The Get Sample File button in 
this area will allow you automati- 
cally to compare files of similar 
type. InfoNEXUS 2 will then deter- 
mine the file header so that it will 
recognise the new file and what 
actions you decide it should take in 
future. 

A Postfix facility will also use 
this header data to enable you to 
rename files with a particular, suit- 


able, extension. On the PC users 
happily name their files as 
XXXXXXXX.gif OF XXXXXXX.wav to 
identify that the former is an image 
and the latter a sound file. 

Unfortunately many Amiga 
users do not follow this practice, 
relying on the IFF standard to sort 
things out. Yet in these days of CD- 
ROM, CrossDos, and the Internet, 
it is a good idea to use these PC 
conventions. Postfix uses the 
header information to determine 
the filetype and then add the cor- 
rect extension - .anim, .txt, or what- 
ever. 
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Often used paths are stored in a cache for rapid 
access. 


Optonica inform us that they 
have carried some minor behind 
the scenes improvements and 
bug fixes. The most obvious one | 
can think of is that the program 
will now run happily in DBLPAL 
mode on a SVGA monitor. 

The menu response has 
noticeably improved, and cus- 
tomization is now handled by a 
proper set of requesters rather 
than tooltypes. Colours, fonts, 
drop shadow effects, and 
upper/lower case letters can be 
readily adjusted using the mouse. 
A novel feature is the ability to 
represent file types with little 
icons. 

A number of these improve- 
ments were suggested by existing 
users. Drag and Drop of high- 
lighted files from the source to the 
destination window was obviously 
inspired by Directory Opus. And 
the method of getting to the parent 
directory, by clicking on the edge 

















Changing the style of InfoNEXUS 2 is now done 


by requester. 

of the source window, harks backs 
to the early days of the Amiga and 
the famous SID. 

One feature asked for, but not 
implemented, was multiple desti- 
nation windows. 

The authors of InfoNEXUS 2 
deliberately avoided putting this 
in, calling it ‘unnecessary glitz’ 
that would lead to the user making 
mistakes. If you do want these 
then the only file management 
software, that | know of, to give 
you this facility is Progressive 
Peripheral’s Disk-Master. 


Conclusion 





Overall this is a very recom- 
mendable program, and it’s obvi- 
ous that considerable thought has 
gone into making these improve- 
ments. A worthwhile upgrade. 


RATINGS 


iInfonNnExus 


FEATURES 
PERFORMANCE 87% 
DOCUMENTATION 75% 
VALUE FOR MONEY 88% 


Overall Rating 81% 


90% 


Price: £29.95 
Contact: Optonica Ltd. 
1 The Terrace 
High Street 
Lutterworth 
Leics 
LE17 4BA 
Tel. 01455 558282 





Quieten down there all you lot 
at the back. | am sure | heard 
shouts of ‘not /another/ data- 
base’. Yes, it is, but this one is dif- 
ferent. 

Mention a database and most 
people instantly remember the 
words Field and Record, which is 


quickly followed by a dizzy feeling 
and unconsciousness. Well, it 
happens to me! 

Unfortunately it’s a fact of life 
that these two words bring on a 
technofear to newcomers to com- 
puting, and even experienced 
users. They are a hangover from 
the days when computing meant 
bulky machines in large rooms 
staffed by eggheads who loved 
jargon. 

But using a name and address 
database as a simple example, a 
Field is the part where the name 
goes, and each name is stored in 
a Record that also has the 
address details stored in other 
Fields - street name, city, and 
postcode. There, that didn’t hurt, 
did it? 

Databases are used to store 
related data and enable the user 
to search for specific items quickly 
and easily. That’s why today’s pro- 
grams have simple, video 
recorder style, user interfaces. 

DataNEXUS is no exception. 
Most of the features to be found in 
modern databases are here, and 
controllable via push _ button 
requesters. 

You can search forward or 
backwards, for keywords like 
‘Coventry’, and use logical opera- 
tors - there, more jargon. 


Logical Operators 





It would quite time consuming if 
you wanted your address database 
to find all the people who you know 
who live in Coventry, are single, 
and are young enough to go to the 
rave party you are organizing. 

Providing you have set up the 
Fields and Records to suit your 
data, DataNEXUS will have no 
trouble finding what you require - if 
they exist that is. 





DataNEXUS has several pre-defined layouts for popular commercial base 


label sizes. 
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A database can be created to catalogue files on your system. If they are pictures, then these can be 
viewed using Playmode. 


With a traditional paper based 
card filing system you would have 
to look at each one and make a 
separate note of who meets the 
conditions you've set. Logical 
operators such as greater than (>), 
less than (<), AND, OR, NOT, and 
SO on, can be used to do this 
search automatically. 

You just specify your criteria in 
the Record Filter by following the 
guides that the program gives you. 
In my example we require 
City:Coventry AND Status:Single 
AND Age:<25. In a few seconds 
the results are available. 

This information can then be 
printed out as pages of text, labels, 
or mail merged. The label function 
has an editor so you can set-up for 
the type of labels you are using. No 
more guessing where the text will 
Start and finish - usually on the gap 
between the two stickers. 

Mail merge enables specially 
identified lines, within a prepared 
letter, to be replaced with the recip- 
ients details. So we can print per- 
sonalized invitations to our rave, 
and address labels for the 
... envelopes, in a frac- 
>, tion of the time it 
would manually. 


IFF, it 
works! 





Once again 
Optonica’s multime- 
dia background man- 
ifests itself in some of 
s the DataNEXUS 
functions. The data- 
will happily 





handle sound, image, and anim 
files using the Playmode. There is 
even a built-in bitmapped font 
viewer, along with text and hex 
file readers that have search 
facilities. 

There is comprehensive sup- 
port for ARexx, along with the abil- 
ity to launch external programs and 
AmigaDos scripts. 


Conclusion 


An easy to set-up database is a 
must nowadays. Nobody wants to 
spend valuable time defining 
Fields and Records. Luckily 
DataNEXUS has an ‘intelligent’ 
import facility to load in other data- 
base types, even lists and cata- 
logues, providing the text file is 
properly formatted. This is a real 
boon, and adds to the program's 
desirability. AU/ 


RATINGS 


DataNExus 


FEATURES 84% 
PERFORMANCE 91% 


DOCUMENTATION 75% 
VALUE FOR MONEY 100% 


Overall Rating 78% 





Free with InfoNEXUS 

Contact: Optonica Ltd. 

1 The Terrace 
High Street 
Lutterworth 

Leics 
LE17 4BA 
Tel. 01455 558282 
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olour printers have come a 
long way in the past few 
years. Long gone are the 
days of tortoise-slow ther- 
mal and noisy machine gun dot matrix 
printers. Canon have made these de- 
vices look positively archaic with a 
brand new all dancing, compact col- 
our printer. 

Having recently pensioned off my 
old Star LC-10 colour printer afterseven 
years of commendable service, | started 
looking around fora replacement printer 








which offers everything you would ex- 
pect from modern 1990's technology. 
Quieteness, speed, and pin sharp print 
should be atthe top of everyone’s list as 
they were mine. Colour, although not 
essential to everybody, is important for 
me so | can print out samples of my 
work to show to clients and create 
colourful letterheads too. 


Be blowed! 


PS A A ad er ht 
Canon’s bubble jet technology is not 
only refreshingly quiet, but somewhat 
elegant, since it blows ink precisely 
onto the page as the print head slides 
up and down the carriage. The tiny 
motor and the friction along the car- 
riage is the only noise you'll hear. How 
it works isn’t particularly important for 
the purpose of this review, but what it 
amounts to is peace and quiet and 
practically no maintenance as it's a 
“self maintaining” printer. 

There are two kinds of cartridges 
which work with the BJC-70. The col- 
our cartridge is made up from smaller 
cartridges - cyan, magenta, yellow, 
and black which print simultaneously. 
Each one can be replaced individually 
which saves you throwing away the 
whole lot when just one colour has run 
out. There’s also a black only cartridge 
which lasts much longer for printing 









printers sharply out of the water. 


monochrome letters and grey scale 
graphics. 


Fast? Wizzo! 


Buying the latest in printing wizardry 
gives you very fast printing speeds - 
try 3.3 pages a minute in black and 
white and up to 1.5 pages in colour. 
Churning out plain text using the black 
only cartridge blows out an outstand- 
ing 346 characters persecond- enough 
to have encouraged Shakespeare to 
write another play or two! 

Keeping inline with the other Canon 
printers, the BJC-70 generates a reso- 
lution of 360 by 360 dots per inch on the 
page. Most laser printers are only 300 
x 300 DPI, andin practice the bubble jet 
can pass itself off as laser quality if you 
use the paper recommended by Canon. 
A special ‘smoothing’ mode used in 
conjunction with the black only car- 
tridge can printat an effective 720 x 360 
DPI. Pretty good when you consider 
the rest of the package too. 


The first thing you'll notice is its 
compact size. With a foot print smaller 
than a piece of A4 paper and only 
1.4kg in weight, it’s perfect for use with 
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portable 
Amigas using the op- 


tA 
tional Canon battery pack. — y 


(That was a hint to Amiga Technolo- 
gies by the way!) Coupled with the 
LCD display and its smart design we 
have a very handsome printer on our 
hands. 

What’s more, the BJC-70 has a 
built-in sheet feeder for 30 A4 sheets 
or 5 envelopes and can print on OHP 
transparencies too. Other built-in ni- 
ceties include 8 fonts and a generous 
35k input buffer which can also store 
downloaded fonts. 


Drive Me Wild 


A printer driver for the PC is included, 
but before you start grinding your teeth, 
Amiga owners can obtain a free copy 
of Canon Studio Lite by giving Canon 
a call and asking nicely. Canon Studio 
is far more than a simple printer driver. 
lt can be used to control all modes of 
the BUC-70 and tailor the printouts to 
your liking. Some of the advanced 
options are disabled in the hope that 
you'll support the third party author, 
Wolf Faust, who writes excellent printer 
software for the Amiga. 

Graphic printouts are exception- 
ally impressive for a printer in this price 
range with a fairly vivid, generous 
spread of colours and no trace of band- 
ing. Close up you can, of course, see 
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the dithering, but from 

a typical viewing distance 

4 of 25cm the printouts looks 

great. After playing around with 

the software controls you'll soon 

find the best settings for different 
types of graphics. 


TT a 


Bi 


Close up you can see dithering. 


Conclusion 

The BJC-70 stands out very clearly in 
the field of affordable colour printers. 
For every reason you've read here this 
has to be the best printer on the market 
in the category of the most bangs for 
the least bucks. It will definitely be a 
very satisfying buy. AU/ 


RATINGS 


Canon BJIC-70 


Overall Rating 95% 


Price: £299 + VAT, but as much 
as £70 less if you shop around. 
Contact: Canon 
Tel: 0121 666 6262 
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AUI Speciat Reprort 


sion, Satellite... The 
twentieth century has seen 

its share of amazing but 

true, long-distance communication 
devices. Just as everyone was 
beginning to get used to the idea 
of electricity passing along metal 
wires, and radio waves going 
through the air, along came fibre- 
optic cable. With fibre optics 
comes the ability to send text, pic- 
tures, sound, and huge quantities 
of data across vast distances. All 
at the speed of light, and through.a 
single strand of transparent glass. 
The prediction of a much hyped 
transformation of Britain into an 
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information, a_ radical 
increase in communica- 
tions capacity is 
required. This can be 
partly achieved’ by 
switching from an ana- 
logue signal to a more 
digital transmission, and 
broadcast TV stations 
plan to do this within two 
years, gaining room for 
a dozen or more extra 
channels. 

When satellite goes 
digital it will probably be 
able to add a hundred or 
so new channels. Yet 
digitally compressed tra- 
nsmission is only a stop- 
gap, it does very little to 








CABLE - HOW IT WORKS 





At the cable companiy’s head-end studio, broadcast material is collec 
from video-tape, live studio feeds, long-distance feeds from other cat 
companies, satellite dishes, antennae and sometimes even directly fr 
Amigas running Scala. From there all the various channels are mixed 





elephone, radio, televi- 


rare! FF 
1% a a 
nuts eee 


re 
. ——— 


eo 7 
ee per nara Te 
+ orf . * | f. (fuk \ 
‘4 (sed 4 Apes 


tS. 
~ aan pg ae 
con asthe HET ERAT O 


— arr 
—ew ~t 
_ 


met 
eee een 


Sara 
—— 









Me ae) THE 
information society has raised an 
immediate question. How can we 
get the masses of new information 
in and out of homes and work- 
places, which may become for 
many the same thing anyway? 
This information flow currently 
includes telephone conversations, 
music, printed words, video, TV, 
and Internet data. For the future it 
may well need to take in new, 
presently unknown, forms of data. 

Today, most data transmission 
of this kind is carried by old- 
fashioned copper cable or radio 
waves, but these 
means of communi- 


change the old one-way, 
studio-to-your-home str- 
ucture of normal broad- 
cast and satellite TV. However, the 
demand for two-way communica- 
tions of all media is growing. 


2000 
Conversations 


Fibre-optic cable could be an 
answer. As a reliable, low-cost, 
high-capacity communications li- 
nk, fibre-optic cable offers unde- 
niable advantages over traditional 
copper cables. A single strand of 
fibreoptic cable, the thickness of a 
human hair, can carry almost two 
thousand telephone conversa- 
tions simultaneously. Because 
information travels along the cable 
as pulses of light it is not inter- 
fered with by electric and 
magnetic fields as are copper 
lines. In addition, cable links can 
carry video, CD- with HI-FI quality 
music, and large quantities of 
computer digital data for hundreds 

of miles with minimal 


cation are now Most cable [ | ne . signal. 4 

becoming over- compa nies are ese qualities 
loaded. Telephone eae are and the prospect of 
capacity is being now offering a = spiralling demand for 


stretched by the cur- 
rent Internet traffic, 
and this is expected : 
to increase signifi- 
cantly. While the 
available public radio 
frequency bandwidth 
has been all but fully 
allocated to TV, radio, 
and satellite stations. 
lf the need is to 
receive and, in partic- 
ular, send more 


your 





along a second 
cable line | 
running into 





cheap, high-speed, 
communications 

links have already 
sent dozens of pri- 





vate sector 
Mercury, companies racing to 
[7 lay’ cable __iines 


around Britain and 
sell connections to 
homes. Five years 
ago the Government 
first introduced the 
current system of 


home. — 








into one signal and sent out over the cable network. 


franchising local cable operations 
in the UK. Since then thousands 
of households have paid for a 
connection to cable every month. 
By July 1995, the total number 
conncted exceeded one million 
households. 

Another five to six million 
homes, about a third of all UK 
households, now have cable run- 
ning past their front doors so they 
can connect whenever they 
choose or are persuaded by the 
cable companies of the delights 
awaiting them. Fifty miles of new 
cable a day is now being laid 
around Britain. At this rate, over 
two-thirds of all homes in the 
country will have the choice of 
connecting to cable by the year 
2000. This octopus-like spread 
makes Britain’s cable network 
one of the most advanced in the 
world. 

Fibre-optic cables are fast 
becoming the new information 
arteries of the growing global 
information network; replacing the 
old clogged up telephone lines. 
Anyone who wants to join this 
global network proper will proba- 
bly consider connecting to cable 
sooner or later. So what can you 
expect when you do? 


Set Top Amiga 





Currently cable TV is said to be, 
at least by the cable companies, 
the system’s biggest selling point. 
Other observers consider that 
cheap telephone services may 
also be a strong buying reason. 

Through cable, you can receive 
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Fibre optic cable has an almost unlimited amount of data transmission capacity 


the four terrestrial TV channels, 
most of the main satellite channels, 
plus a selection of cable-only chan- 
nels, interference-free, direct into 
your home for around £15 a month. 
There’s no need to erect any satel- 
lite dishes or even TV aerials. 
Engineers simply make a one-off 
visit to run a line from the room 
where your television is, out to the 
nearest cable junction box. 
Although this may mean them 
having to dig up the pavement. You 
are given a set-top box with a 
remote control and 
away you go. One of 
Amiga Technologies’ - 
or rather Escom’s - ¢ 
hopes is that the — 
Amiga will become a 
standard for set top 
boxes. Scala has 
signed a deal with 
General Instruments, 
one of the USA’s 
biggest makers of set- 
top boxes, which 
enables Amiga tech- 
nology to be used in these boxes. 
However, there is fierce com- 
petition among the various 
systems for what is seen as a mar- 
ket of vast potential. One reason 
for this is the view that the set top 
box could be the way to get a com- 
puter, be it Amiga, PC, or even 
some Nintendo or Sega device, 
into the living room of homes 
around the world; an objective that 
despite the number of computers 
or electronic devices of a similar 
nature has never been generally 
achieved. The set-top box, mas- 
querading as a control system for 
multiple TV channels, might be the 





way to persuade the world that a 
computer doesn’t need to be con- 
fined to the study or the kids’ 
bedrooms, but really has a place in 
the living room. 
The other incentive is that most 
cable companies are now offering 
a telephone service, in competition 
with BT. and Mercury, along a sec- 
ond cable line running into your 
home. They receive your call via 
cable at their own local exchange, 
and from there route it via the 
national or international operator 
that offers them the 
best deal. In this way 
cable telephone sub- 
scribers can save 
__ between 10 and 20% 
_ on their phone bills, 
- compared to BT. 
_ ____ lines. The cable tele- 
__ phone operators also 
a Offer extra incentives 
_ as well, such as free 
local calls between 
subscribers. 

The third, and 
potentially the most promising 
service Cable that companies 
offer, is Interactive TV. This is 
still in its infancy, limited to 
experiments like Videotron’s 
Videoway interactive channel, 
but in the longer term may well 
become cable’s most attractive 
feature. 

With Videoway, users can 
already play interactive blackjack, 
quiz games and roulette, choose 
which camera angle to view foot- 
ball matches from, or choose what 
happens next in certain pro- 
grammes. 

They can also match their wits 


with ‘experts’ and judge the pecen- 
tage score that games reviewed on 
the channel will receive. 

In the future, interactive cable 
channels could, in theory, provide 
interactive multimedia information 
services, on-line shopping, oppor- 
tunities to broadcast from home, 
video-telephones, video-on dema- 
nd, and with a high-speed connec- 
tion, all the fast-developing Internet 
services like e-mail and the World 
Wide Web. 


Local TV 


The country with the greatest 


experience of cable TV is the USA, 
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Going | Bananas? _ 


anyone willing to pay, and super 
low-budget, Wayne’s World style 
DIY programmes are common on 
many local channels. Some of 
them are excellent, most seem 
fairly dull to anyone outside a spe- 
cial interest group, and a few 
are almost unwatchable, just 
dire egomaniacal rantings. 

A film that came out on video 
recently, ‘The Pope of Utah’, with 
some stunning graphics created on 
the Amiga, showed just how extra- 
ordinary and possibly dangerous, 
cable TV can be, especially when 
access is given to evangelical reli- 
gious sects out to fleece the public 
through the use of local TV. With all 
this easy access, the market driven 
diversity of cable programmes in 





ri = : a Think it odd that in the UK so much of this highly influential, 
otentially profit making cable network is not owned by British rather 
than North American companies. And you would be right. It is odd to 
ay the least. The reason for this peculiar and unique situation in a 
eveloped country is that our nutty, dogma-driven Government chose 


E to make it so. Originally, the whole licence for the cable network was 





| did nothing to encourage them. 

















| destined for British Telecom. However, under pressure from the 
Government, all the franchises for the various cable areas were put up 
for sale. British companies did not seem too keen and the Government 


| The Government may have thought that they could help bring more 
| competition that way. As usual they were wrong, for most of the fran- 
_chises were grabbed by the north American companies already in the 
business who knew how profitable cable could become. Now, with the 
li natural tendency of big companies to get bigger, the franchises are 
being concentrated in fewer and fewer hands. So the future of the 
| nascent cable industry in the UK is unlikely to be controlled from this 
country at all, but from across the Atlantic by giant communications 


“Sounds ‘like the kind of story that happens to banana sepani in 





1 Ame! ae: doesn't it? 





where cable has long been a sta- 
ple source of forty or more 
channels to much of the popula- 
tion. There are different channels 
dedicated to almost any subject. 
From children’s entertainment 
to country music, gameshows, 
sports, news, erotic entertainment, 
food, feature films, and education. 
The first thing that TV-hungry 
Eurovisitors generally do on reach- 
ing US hotels is to switch on the 
TV, generally to receive for an 
advertising message from the 
hotel, then to start zapping through 
the multitude of channels. Ah, the 
wonders of cable. 

An especially big feature of 
American cable TV content has 
been the local stations. Access to 
local cable TV studios is generally 
cheap and available to almost 


the US makes the UK’s Channel 
Four programming look narrow, 
even if the quality isn’t generally in 
the same league. 

Now, as the cable network 
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Movie Channels: 


tainment 
Sky Movies - Blockbuster films 


Bravo - Classic movies 
TNT - Classic movies 


Sports: 
Sky Sports - Sporting events 
Euro Sport - Sporting events 





News: 
Euronews* - News 


of Parliamentary debates 
Sky News - News 
: CNN - News 


Music: 
The Box* - Music videos 


accompanied by classical music 
VH-1* - Music, for over-25’s 
MTV - Music videos 


music 


Family and General Interest: 


LiveTV* - Pop culture 


Sky One - General Interest 
UK Living - Female issues 


steadily expands around Britain, 
the character of British cable TV is 
gradually emerging. Significantly, 
over two-thirds of British cable 
operations are owned by North 

American companies. Many of 
the channels currently available on 
Cable TV are either American, 
such as CNN or the NBC 
Superchannel, or British counter- 
parts of American channels, like 
MTV, Nickelodeon, and QVC - the 
home shopping channel. The rest 
are a diverse mix of news, feature 
films, education, adult entertain- 
ment, sports and_ children’s 
programmes, plus several special 
interest channels. 

At present, about half the avail- 
able channels are exclusive to 
cable; the rest are also available 
on satellite, or standard TV. But, as 
the home-grown cable channel 
industry finds its feet, we can 
expect more and more new locally- 
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Home Video Channel* - Late-night adult 


The Movie Channel - Blockbuster films 
Sky Movies Gold - Classic movies 


The Adult Channel - Late-night adult entertainment 





European Business New * - News 


The Parliamentary Channel" - Live coverage 


Landscape“ - Films of nature and countryside 


Country Music Television - Country & Western 


Wire TV* - Regional programmes 
Channel One* - Regional programmes 


What to expect from Cable TV - A typical selection of 
channels available on cable. 


enter- Children: 


The Children’s Channel - Fun, fact and drama for 


children 


Education: 


The Learning Channel” - Educational, aimed at 
students and families 

The Discovery Channel - Nature, science and 
history programmes 


Specific Culture: 

Black Entertainment TV* - Afro-Caribbean 
Middle Eastern Broadcasting (MBC)* - Arabic 
Asiavision* - Asian 

Namaste” - Asian 

TV Asia - Asian 


TV5 - French 


SAT-1 - German 
RAI Uno - /talian 
JSTV - Japanese 


TVE - Spanish 


Others: 


The Travel Channel* - Holidays 
Performance” - Opera, dance, jazz, blues, and 


classical music 


Multicultural TV* - Mix of ethnic programming 
(weekends only) 
Channel Guide* - Guide to cable channel 


programmes 


QVC - Home shopping channel 
SelecTV* - Vintage British TV series 

NBC Superchannel* - General Interest/News 
UK Gold - Vintage British TV series 

The Family Channel - General Interest/Family 





Old Boy’s Cable Network - Would you buy a 
cable connection from these men? Weil ,| don’t 
have much choice because they're both 
directors of Videotron, my local monopoly 
cable company. 


made cable programmes catering 
for specialist audiences. Most 
interesting at the moment, per- 
haps, are the new local community 
cable channels springing up, such 


Nickelodeon - Fun, fact and drama for children 
TNT - Cartoons and Movies 
The Cartoon Network - Cartoons 


plus BBC 1, BBC 2, ITV and Channel 4 


* = Cable only channels. 
Not available via satellite. 








































as Channel One, for instance, a 
regional channel, initially catering 
for the London area. 


Cable UK 


In 1990 the 
Government contin- 
ued its privatisation 
masterplan by intro- 
ducing a new local 
franchise system for 
the cable industry. 
The Conservative 
Government is com- 
mitted to exp- 
osing virtually eve- 
rything to free mar- 
ket forces. However, 
there are huge prac- 
tical problems. to 
having a free market 
in an industry such 
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THE OCTOPUS UNDER YOUR FEET 


CONTINUED 


industries like water or electricity. 

In a completely free market, 
theoretically anyone could lay 
cable lines to and from anywhere. 
Practically speaking, this would 
be unacceptably chaotic. For 
example, you could have five dif- 
ferent cable companies all trying 
to sell you a connection, all sepa- 
rately digging up the road outside 
your house to lay cable, before all 
going out of business. Not too 
happy a scenario. On the other 
hand, though, the Government 
certainly doesn’t want to pay for 
and operate a national cable sys- 
tem itself. 

The compromise the Gover- 
nment reached some five years 
ago, as they would in other utility 
industries, was a system of local 
franchises. For cable they divided 
the country up into hundreds of 
small areas, each covering about 
a hundred thousand homes. And 
for each area, the Department of 
Trade and Industry awards one 
licence for a cable system. In the 
official terminology these licences 
“are granted after a competitive 
process and give exclusive rights 
for the licensee to provide multi- 
channel television over a 
large-scale purpose-built cable 
system for a period of 15 years”. 
The DTI’s licence in such cases 
also allows the operator to pro- 
vide telecommunications 
services. 


Local Monopolies 


The theory is that for each com- 
pany awarded a licence, the initial 
cost of laying all the cable lines will 
eventually be covered by the prof- 
its of running the system as a 
monopoly for 15 years. In this way 
- supposedly - the country gets 
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The UK's getting wired up for the next millenium. (See the textfile, 
‘LocalCableOps’ on this month's SuperDisk for details of your local ca 
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wired up with fibre-optic cables at 
no cost to the tax-payer. What you 
pay, though, in the inconvenience, 
disturbance, destruction of the 
environment etc. has not been cal- 
culated. Obviously some sparsely 
populated parts of the country are 
not going to be profitable enough to 
attract any interest from private 
cable companies. The Government 
has yet to deal with this problem. 
Luckily, Britain is a_ relatively 
densely populated country, where 
most people live in cities, and in 
cities the cable companies nor- 
mally have to lay much less cable 
per home. 

The 137 local franchise areas 
drawn up are almost all in urban 
areas and cover over 70% of the 
UK population. All but two were 
taken on by cable companies when 
they were first offered in 1990. 

However, since then several of 
these licences have been revoked 
because local cable companies 
failed to meet their obligations to 
install and operate a cable net- 
work. Although it was often 
because, on second thoughts, they 
didn’t have enough money or did 
not think it was worthwhile. 


Big Fish 





Now the British cable industry 
is mainly controlled by roughly 17 
big corporations, mostly 
American, which between them 
own completely or have 
majority shareholdings in all the 
local cable companies - the fran- 
chises. Since the first cable 
franchises were awarded in July 
1990, the British cable industry 
has been in a feeding frenzy rem- 
iniscent of piranhas in a fish tank 
filled with choice morsels. 

The major companies, known 
as the ‘multiple service operators’ 
or MSOs, avidly sized up the 
prospects of particular local fran- 
chises and vied for power by 
cutting deals, swallowing each 
other, or sometimes deciding to 
sell up and pull out of the industry 
altogether. In 1993, for instance, 
forty three franchises changed 
hands, some for the second, third, 
or even fourth time. This process 
is still going on and the big fish are 
gradually emerging, as the weaker 
or less committed companies 
withdraw or are taken over. 

The problem for aspiring cable 
companies is that currently no one 
knows exactly how much profit 
stands to be made from selling 
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Tessa Sanderson (right) with Petra Bernard, managing director of BETV, one of Britain’s most 


successful new independent Cable channels. 


cable TV, telephone, or interactive 
services in the future, and whether 
it’s worth the huge initial capital 
investment of laying the lines. 
Several new technolo- 
gies look set to 
become viable in the 
next two years, such as 
digitally | compressed 
transmission, video-on- 
demand and _high- 
powered set top boxes, 
which may well com- 
pletely change the 
economics of cable 
provision. So it remains 
a potentially very lucra- 
tive, but presently 
expensive and high-risk 
industry, which takes a lot of 
nerve, know-how and above all 
financial muscle in which to suc- 
ceed. 


Channel Choice 





Practically speaking though, to 
the consumer, wherever you live 


~ Getting More Fibre — 


__ Fibre-optic cable is made by surrounding a column of glass of a par-- 
ticular refractive index - this is roughly a measure of how much it bends - 
light - with a jacket made of glass of a completely different index. The 
interface between the two glasses then acts as a mirror. The resulting 
cylinder is then drawn, under heat, into a thin strand. Data is transmit- 
ted through the cable in the form of a modulated beam of infra-red 
laser light which bounces along off the walls of the cable. 
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Landscape or satellite channel 
companies like MTV and Sky. Due 
to this demand from cable opera- 
tors for cheap and popular 


CABLE - IN THE HOME 


In the home, the set-top box tunes in to the 
cable TV channel selected on the remote-con- 
trol, decodes it if it’s encrypted, and sends it on 
to the TV set as a standard video signal. 


channels, there are now hundreds 
of private cable TV suppliers 
springing up around Britain, such 
as the’ Hellenic’ Television 
Channel, Black Entertainment TV, 


or the Home Enter- 
there is still only one local cable tainment Channel 
operator, like it or All making and 
lump it. Depending , The only big putting together pro- 


who runs this local 
cable company there 
will be a slightly dif- 
ferent selection of 


problem with 
this system is 


gramme content to 
sell to the various 
local cable opera- 


channels compared to that the longer page each  fran- 
nae pee pie the wire, the chise area, the final 
produces a few chan- weaker the ye ae ike 
nels itself, and buys in signal. local cable company, 


the rest from private 
TV channels such as 


and therefore is dic- 
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tated by whichever MSO controls 
and finances them. Often they will 
offer a basic package of say ten 
channels for about £10 per month, 
with around twenty extra channels 
available for a few pounds a 
month each. As a monopoly, they 
control the price and availability of 
channels, the only real competi- 
tion from the consumer’s point of 
view is in the form of satellite TV, 
which offers some of the channels 
available on cable, plus some oth- 
ers which are not. Hardly a great 
choice of supplier, especially if 
you get fed up with them. 
Although, perhaps better than 
none. 


How it Works 





The idea of a cable network is 
nothing new. Around the turn of the 
century there were several 
schemes to broadcast concerts 
and church services via networks 
of copper wire. These were soon 
superseded though by radio broad- 
casting on the one hand and 
telephone wire networks on the 
other, although Radio Rentals 
operated a ‘cable wireless’ service 
as did the well-known name of 





No thicker than a single strand of human hair. 


“Reddifusion” which started as 
cable-based service in places like 
Broadstairs in Kent where “wire- 
less” - in other words non-cabled - 
reception was for geographical 
reasons unreliable. 

Now what is happening is 
essentially just a recombination of 
broadcasting and telecommunica- 
tions in the form of modern cable 
networks. The key technological 
advance in the last century has, 
however, been the replacement of 
copper wire by the development of 
fibre-optic cables. 





















SIMMs 


i “tImb | 2mb | gmb | 2 
72 Pin 32 Bit 70ns (60ns Available) 70 * 120 * * 240 * | _ 799 


Fully Guaranteed Second User Simms Available At Reduced Cost eg. 4mb 32bit LD 70ns - £1 10 


IDE H ard Drives (SCSI & SCSI i saileble POA) 


























Various Quality Makes | Various Makes — This Months Specials 
3.5" Low Profile 2.5" (A1200 or CD32 Skil) |iGescsi £349.00 
| 7 1GB 3.5" IDE — £259.00 






850mb 3.5"IDE —— £209.00 
([340mb2.5"IDE £219.00 
| Syquest 270mb | 
_ Removable Media Drive 
‘SCSI or IDE inc 1 cartridge - 


: : £395. 00 : 
* * * New Lower Prices xk re 270mb CARTRIDGE 


_ £60.00 
2.5" Wives come with fitting kit for A1200 and CD32 SX — 1 module. _ Je 
3. 5" drives can be fitted into A1200. ae kit costs £15 when pais with ditve. _. 


Price Include VAT 
No Surcharge For Credit Cards 


Postage & Packin 
SIMMs & Hard Drives £5 


Printers & Systems £10 























NOTE: 



















Prices are subject to change 
without prior notice. 
Prices correct at the time of going 
to press. 
Please phone to check availability 
before sending your order. 


Mode 15 Computers 


(01258) 837398 


Domus Alba, Cheselbourne, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7NJ 























ie 4 ripena SCSI 
NEC 6XI 6 speed SCSI-II | 
Nakamichi 7 disk auto-changer 
Epson Stylus Colour Inkjet 

~ Canon BJC4000 Colour Inkjet 
Fax Modem 14.4k inc. Cables 
Fax Modem 28.8k inc. Cables 


Viper 030 28mhz Mk2 inc MU 
Viper 030 50mhz Mk2 inc MMU — 
33mhz FPU 68882 . 
-CyberStorm 060 50mhz 
_CyberVision 64bit Graphics 
Squirel SCSI Il Interface 
Megalosound 8bit Sampler _ 














HOURS 6pm — 10pm Weekdays 
9.30am — 5pm Weekends 
Answer Phone at all other times 


REPAIRS WHILE-U 


COMPUTERS AND MONITORS 


Attention Dealers ~ FAST TURN AROUND 
Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices | ~ 9 °AYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS! 
and terms on Repairs, Spares, | = £20 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE 
Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, ~ COURIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EACH WAY 
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades. | . A1500/A2000/A3000/44000 - EQUOTATION 


MEMORY UPGRADES INTERNAL 


} A500 peeentinlec=iad FLOPPY DRIVES 














FOR A6O0/A1200 
60M0..........659.95 170Mb.....£99.95 340Mb......£169.95 
80MD..........£69.95 958Mb......£199.95 510Mb......£949.95 















































CHIPS -- SPARES -<- ACCESSORI ES 
RING FOR CHIPS, SPARES AND ACCESSORIES NOT LISTED HERE 

Kickstart ROM V1,3............. £15.00 1 Meg Fatter Agnus o.............. -£19,00 SCART Lead .. wentaddisactasdevectsonsite LOVOO 
Kickstart ROM V9.04....ccccccscccsessss. £99.00 9 Meg Fatter AGUS 0.00... ccccscsceeeeeuees £24.00 Mouse Mat....... £4.00 
Kickstart ROM V2.05 .....-ccscccccesceescens £99.00 Video DAC (A1200)....-.eccccccseceseseroe £19.00 10 Boxed Branded Disks > Labels... ores 00 
AS00/A500+ KeyOoard .....cccccccccce- £50.00 68000 Processor... restectesteeeeee.00 Printer Cable......... eas 

A600/A1200 Keyboard ... £60.00 6570 Keyboard Chip... £20.00 100 Disk Box.. Pe 87 00 
Power Supply for A500/A600/A 1900. £30.00 Mouse (290dpi)........... £15.00 Squirrel SCSI interface. diuaevabbeneediss £59. 00 


"SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
INCLUDING SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE 


1200 without Hard Drive £299.95 A1200 with 510Mb Hard Drive £545.95 
A1200 with 340Mb Hard Drive £349.95 CALL FOR MORE GOOD DEALS 


ic Com UK) Ltd 9 ©Open Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.30pm, Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 
aS Analogic Computers (UK) Led one" 0181 546 9575 


—_—— Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH Fax: 0181 541 4671 


| | * All prices include VAT x All prices subject to change without notice * Fixed charge for repair does not include disk drive/keyboard. Visa. Power . 
* We reserve the right to refuse any repair * P&P charges £3.50 by Royal Mail or £6.00 + VAT for courier « Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance =——_ 






£ A500 £29.95 Call for other capacities and 3.5” hard drives 
0 0+. Upgrade to 1.5 Meg Upgrade to 2 Meg = All nai lh ste pre- vee piece ps 
A5 S a | workbench loaded, and come wit cable + software 
£14.95 8 A600/A1200 £34.95 2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95 
G 
= 
S 
a 


(ame 
£19.95 


OMb 4Mb 
bg £49.00 £109, 00 £165.00 6079. aa 
33MHZ FPU....-oosesssseererre £39.95 plus Crystal | 























SAME DAY DESPATCH 
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Cable TV 





On a simple level cable TV is 
really just like taking the aerial 
cable that comes out of the back of 
a TV set, and extending it under- 
ground all the way to the broad- 
casting studio. So there is no need 
for local transmitters. The signal can go 
straight from the studio down the 
wire to your home. The only big 
problem with this system is that the 
longer the wire, the weaker the sig- 
nal. Normal copper wire networks 
do work fine over very small dis- 
tances, but for broadcasting any 










ee ee 


SES 


AUI e DECEMBER 1995 


am alo ya awl oe 
- A Le Kd ea 
AL ee Ke 

Ss Ape 3 


further afield than about 3km the 
technical problems of maintaining 
a powerful enough signal through 
copper wires have normally pre- 
vented the system being econo- 
mically feasible. 

This is why fibre-optic cable has 
made all the difference. Fibre-optic 
cable can carry pulses of light for 
miles with practically no loss of sig 
bouncing along it. With special 
light-amplifiers at regular intervals, 
fibre-optic cable can transmit a sig- 
nal for hundreds of kilometres 
without significant loss. It’s also 
very cheap. 

Now all cable companies have 
to do is convert the electrical signal 
from a copper wire in their studio 
into pulses of light, which they can 
then send along fibre-optic cables 
to any number of homes. 


How the cable telephone system 
works: from top to bottom. 


1. First the cable company’s 
telephone engineers lay a separate 
cable telephone line. 


2. Then your calls go via a normal 
telephone 


3. Through the local fibre-optic 
cable network 


4. To the cable company’s local 
exchange 


5. To another local cable telephone 
subscriber. 


It’s not all doom and gloom for 
copper wire, though. Two of the 
most common misconceptions 
about cable are: when you connect 
to cable you actually have fibre- 
optic cable running into your 
house, and that you need fibre- 
optic cable in order to carry great 
amounts of information. 

In fact most cable companies 
only lay fibre-optic cable to within 
half a mile or so of every house. 
There the signal is converted back 
into electrical form and carried 
through ‘old-fashioned’ copper 
wires the rest of the way into your 
home. Over this short distance, 
copper wire is perfectly adequate 
for carrying dozens of channels, 





CONTINUED 


- TeleWest 


S | 

le : 

Ls (US) 

| _ Nynex (US) 

; Bell Cablemedia (Can) 

| SBC (US) 

|  CableTel (US) 

| General Cable (France) 
| Comcast (US) 

| Videotron (Can) 

| Yorkshire Cable (Fr/Sing) 
|  Telecential (Can) 
| Singapore (Sing) 

| Diamond (US) 

|  Eurobell (UK) 

| Ivs (US) 
| Devanha Group (UK) 
ere. (UK) 

| _ SaskTel (Can) 


telephone conversa- 
tions, computer data, 
and all the rest. 

Most information is 
currently transmitted in 
traditional analogue 
form, as a PAL video 
signal for TV, but in dig- 
ital terms, over these 
short distances, copper 
wire can carry up to 
several gigabytes a 
second, and that’s with- 
out digital compression. 
This is more than enough for the 
video-on-demand services, video 
telephones, and the high-capacity 
Internet connections being pro- 
jected to arrive in the next few 
years. 


Cable Telephone 





With the tree roots still recover- 
ing from having a local cable 
network laid on or around them, 
the newly fledged cable compa- 
nies soon realised that their 
comprehensive house-to-house 
cable lines gave them an excellent 
opportunity to compete with 
British Telecom and Mercury 
as telecommunications com- 
panies. By simply installing 
their own local telephone 
exchanges, and doing deals 
with the national and interna- 
tional call-carriers like BT., 
Mercury and Energis, they 
could offer attractive savings 
over standard BT. rates. 


In addition, because the 
control the whole of the local 





= (Source: Cable Comms. Association April ‘95) _ 
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Bell Cable Media are one cable company 
advertising significantly cheaper rates than BT. 





network, from house to exchange 
to house, they have complete con- 
trol over local call pricing, and 
often make local calls between 
cable subscribers free of charge. 
They can also offer special fea- 
tures such as call diversion or 
three-way calls. 

Physically, the cable telephone 
network is separate to the cable 
TV network, and a dedicated wire 
is run into homes that want a 
cable telephone. This wire is con- 
nected to the cable company’s 
local telephone exchange rather 
than their broadcast studio and via 
this exchange calls can be routed 
to or from cable customers and, 
via gateways to British Telecom 
and Mercury networks, anywhere 
else in the world. AUI 


Next month... Part Il. Now you 
know how cable came about, 
find out next month what 


really happens to us when 
cable networks spread under 
like an octopus over the UK. 
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THE ‘LITTLE GEM’ MICRO 
= AUDIO MIXER AND E.Q. UNIT 


THEY SAID IT! 

“The Little Gem is just the thing to bring your Amiga’s sound out of it’s shell.” 

“Give your Amiga’s sound the treatment it deserves — 83% CU Amiga. 

“This is an essential piece of kit. Buy it now!” ” Also 

“If you’re serious about using your Amiga for making music, then you MUST have one of these. suitable for use 
Simple as that.” — Raven (MED User Group). with PCs, Macs 
“The quality of the Gillett Mixer is self-evident.” Me \ and Ataris! 
“The Gillett Mixer is an extremely useful addition to the equipment armoury “gre 

of an audio buff.” - 83% Amiga User International 

“Feed your sounds through the “Little Gem” micro mixer to 

make a higher quality end recording.” — 80% Amiga 

Shopper. 


Features: 

2 Channel In/2 Channel Out 

Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to +/- 12db — to increase/decrease the 
bass and treble content of the sound 

Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel — no need to 
suffer from hard right and left stereo panning 

Battery or Mains operation — takes no power from your computer 
Process sounds prior to sampling — then process again on playback! 
Acts as a sound processor to seriously enhance the sound 
Dimensions only 140mm x 75mm x 50mm 

Compatible with all models of Amiga, PCs, Macs and Ataris 


The current retail price for the ‘Little Gem’ is —_ 





Battery or Mains Unit Not Supplied 


which includes VAT, packaging and first class 


,ostage. Overseas delivery: Europe add £4.00. Rest of 
Ve), | ; / j } ' 
World add £6.00. Cheques and/or postal orders onl 
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Introducing the Digita family 


= TurboCalc 3.5 


software is so 
popular in Germany. Thank 
goodness Digita worked 
with TurboCalc’s German 
creators to develop this 
English version. In a nutshell, a fast 
spreadsheet, at a friendly price and 
with a proven track record!” 


Se now understand why this 
remarkable 








Spreadsheets can be used for many 
forms of financial planning. Using 
TurboCalc, you can calculate and 
recalculate entire spreadsheets in 
seconds. And then, by selecting from a 
range of 2D or 3D styles, view your 
data as charts. 

@ Award-winning spreadsheet with 
over 52,000 users in Germany! 

@ Unbeatable combination of power 
and speed. 

@ Ideal for charting, for budgeting, 
for cash flows and financial 
analysis. 

@ Extensive charting options, 

including 3D and animated graphs 

which update in real-time. 

Drag and drop editing. 

Multiple undo and redo. 

Share information with other 

spreadsheets, like ProCalc, 

Microsoft Excel or Lotus 1-2-3, as 

well as Datastore"* Money Matters,” 

Organiser and Wordworth® 

@ On-line AmigaGuide help 
whenever you need, so you can 
learn Turbocalc as you use it. 

@ Over 100 built-in mathematical and 
financial functions. 

m™ Extensive ARexx and macro 
support. 

@ Low price upgrade! Call for 
details. 

@ Requires Workbench 1.3 or 
above, floppy or hard disk, 
1MB RAM. 


£49.99 | Me 


Add £3 postage and packaging 











?Personal Paint6.4 


Se his is the only choice, 
the only Amiga 
paint 

program that does 
everything—painting, 
image processing, 
animation and 24-bit 
printing—there is no other 
choice for a computer artist!” 

Painting has never been so 
liberated! Personal Paint’s unique 
virtual memory facility uses free disk 
space to supplement RAM, and in 
doing so, relieves memory 
constraints. 








fap riendly. 
That's how 
I'd sum up 
Datastore. There are so 
many helpful features, like 


DigiSense for example—it knows 
what | want to type and helps me 
type it! Time-saving features like 
that make all the difference.” 

Datastore makes storing 
information simple. Ready-made 
EasyStart™ templates means that you 
don’t have to design your own 
database layouts. And, the wide 
range of automated data entry 
facilities ensures that you type as 
little as possible. 

With Datastore, storing 
information has never been this easy. 
®@ EasyStart™ Templates include: 

Address Book, Club Membership, 

Gardener’s Guide, Home 

Insurance Inventory, Recipes, 

Video Vault and more. 
™ DigiSense™ technology, like Auto 

Date™ which senses the date you 

want and helps you type it. 
™ List view lets you see multiple 

records on-screen. 








And with its unequalled support for 
third party graphics cards, you can 
create fabulous images no matter 
what Amiga you use. 

@ Stunning effects like emboss, 
water-colours, transparencies and 
stereograms. 

Full range of drawing and 
colouring tools, with the ability to 
store up to 9 brushes. 

Animation storyboard. 

Virtual memory, uses free disk 
space to supplement RAM. 

@ Wide compatibility with third 
party graphics cards. 

Import and export IFF, PCX, PNG. 
Multiple undo and redo. 

Built-in screen grabber. 

Low price upgrade! 

Call for details. 
Requires 
Workbench 2 or 
above, floppy or 
hard disk, IMB 
RAM. 


£49.99 


Add £3 postage and packaging 




















SHUTTLE || 
FLIGHTS 
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Quickly and simply print labels 
(using Wordworth). 
On-line AmigaGuide help 
whenever you need. 

@ Share information with 
Organiser, Personal Paint, 
Turbocale and Wordworth. 

m@ Low price upgrade! 

Call for details. 

@ Requires 
Workbench 2 or 
above, floppy or 

hard disk, 

1MB RAM. 














£49.99 


Add £3 postage and packaging 
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New! 


: Organiser 2 


wished I'd bought the 
Digita Organiser 
earlier. Imagine, an 
organiser which looks and works 
just like the real thing! Now, | 
never forget birthdays or bills, and | 
really plan my time effectively. I've 
learnt a lot too with the Diary 
Themes and Supplements.” 


tis 





Se dreaded 

working out 

my finances 

at the end of the month. | 
always seemed to end up 
owing more than I had left over. In 
fact, my finances were a bit of a 
muddle and a lot of hassle. 

But not anymore, now that | 
use Money Matters. | know exactly 
what I owe, | am able to make 
sound financial decisions and plan 
for the future. Best of all, the 
savings in bank and credit card 
charges covered the cost of 
Money Matters in just a few 
months!” 
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The Digita Organiser features built-in 

intelligence that we call DigiSense. Like 

Auto Date for example, which 

senses the date you want and 

helps you type it, and Auto 

Start™ which automatically 

starts other programs when 

you wish. 

@ Easy-to-use personal 
organiser display with 
animated pages 
containing: Calendar, 
Diary, Task Lists, Address 
Book, Supplements. 

@ Daily Fortune Cookies 
(operating tips, proverbs, 
anecdotes and jokes). 

@ Prints pages for Day- 
Timer, Filofax, Rolodex, 
Time Manager. 

@ Mailmerge with 
Wordworth to create 
personalised form letters. 

@ Manual and automatic 
linking of related items. 

@ On-line AmigaGuide help 
whenever you need, so 
you can learn Organiser 
as you use it. 

®@ Share information with Datastore 
and Wordworth. 

@ Low price upgrade! 
Call for details. 

@ Requires Workbench 2 
or above, floppy or 
hard disk, IMB RAM. 


£49.99 


Add £3 postage and packaging — 
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Suen have made 
some very 
nerve 

wracking decisions in 

my lifetime—joining 
Her Majesties Forces— 

Parachuting—volunteering for near 

impossible things—but one of the 

best decisions | have ever made 
was to buy Wordworth!” 

When Amiga Technologies 
wanted the best word processor, it 
demanded Digita Wordworth—the 
best-selling Amiga word processor in 
the world. Wordworth 4SE, created in 
English, German, French and Italian, 
is now included with every Amiga. 
So, then, the world’s most popular 
word processor becomes even more 
popular! 
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!Money Matters 4 


Use the power of your Amiga to do 
the work for you! Instantly see what 
you spend the most on, how this 
compares to last month, last year, or 
to your budget—it’s effortless! 

@ See your whole financial picture 
in one go. 

@ Easily reconcile standing orders 
and direct debits with your bank 
statement (and receive warnings 
if bank charges are likely!). 

® Now includes Human Interface 
Protocol™ v2, which combines 
Workbench look and feel with the 
new super-intuitive HIP™ style. 

@ Share information with Datastore, 

Turbocale and Wordworth. 

On-line AmigaGuide help 

whenever you need. 

Optional business-style reports 

and VAT handling for small 

business, clubs and charities. 

Low price upgrade! Call for 

details. 

Requires 

Workbench 2 

or above, floppy 

or hard disk, 

1MB RAM. 


£49.99 


Add £3 postage and packaging = 

















Wordworth News-the new arrival 


Double Underline 


Foctnotes are nates of text thet ate eeferenced at the bortom of exch page rather 
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Existing Wordworth users can now 
look forward to Wordworth 5, and, 
provided you're registered, you'll 
receive full upgrade details in 
November. New features include 
ARexx, Fast Format;" FontEffects;" 
footnotes, style sheets and much 
more. Best of all, the upgrade costs 
just £29.99! 


SALES HOTLINE 01 395 270 273 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, PLEASE ADD £3 FOR POSTAGE AND PACKAGING. 
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Showing off |! 


David Ward leads the 


obstacles and through the hoops ofa ‘mime is bigger than 
yours’ computer trade jamboree. 


AUI Show jumping team over the 
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here are not many trade 
shows that can boast good 
attendance when they are 
held twice yearly. But now 
at Olympia. ECTS - the European. 
Computer Trade show - certainly 
can Since the move it made 
from a converted cattle shed 
in Islington last year, the ECTS 
has taken advantage of the extra 
space of London’s sec- 
ond largest events 
venue and, like some 
modern-day Alice in 
Wonderland, just grown. 
The number of exhibitors 
may not have increased 
substantially, but the 
sizes of the stands cer- 
tainly have. Yet not 
everybody was actually 
present in the Show. 
Some companies con- 
sidered that sequester- 
ing themselves in a 
more private setting wo- 
uld gain them greater 
attention and business 
too. 
Sega entertained selected 
guests at their relatively local 
Cromwell Road based offices, 
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Leaping up? 


Sunday, and billed as a ‘Trade 
Only’ show, ECTS throngs with 
everyone involved in ‘games and 
computers’ and undoubtedly some 
who aren't. Thirteen year old 
‘developers’, canny high street 
retailers, PD. library owners, and 
chief executive officers of multi- 
national corporations. All can be 
seen rubbing shoulders and 
stroking egos. 

The autumn show is 
where they get to see 
what’s coming out for 
Christmas - or suppos- 
ed to be. Software is a 
notoriously unpunctual 
business. Which brings 
us to the Microsoft 
stand... 

This edifice was ded- 
icated to the launch of 
Microsoft’s first shoot- 
‘'em-up for Windows. 
Fury, which some obs- 
ervers say it is similar 
to U.S. Gold’s Terminal 
Velocity, should sell in 
its thousands. 

Admittedly there have been 
game offerings from the Gatesian 
empire before, but Flight Simulator 


: 
, 4 
: 
- a - 
: ' , 
¢ -, mee 
’ w ° ; - CY 
4 . — : t- 
os 7 Pts . 





Codemasters went for the 1930's garagedimpk to promote MicroMachines 96. 


while Gametek, US Gold, ef al 
opted for suites at the nearby 
Olympia Hilton. 

For the entertainment side of 
computing, ECTS is the place to 
see and been seen. Held over 
three days, the first being a 
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V4.9 does not trip off the tongue as 
a games title should. 

And anyway, they licensed that 
from SubLogic who, as you will 
probably remember, produced it 
under their own name for the 
Amiga. 
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How big is 


Barnstorming Bill 





One wonders whether the 
honourable B.G. the Third, whose 
software colossus has been built 
upon operating systems, has a 
passion for flying aircraft and play- 
ing golf, as Microsoft have only 
seemed to have brought out these 
game formats to the exclusion of 
others until recently. 

On the fifth floor of the nearby 
Hilton hotel there was a Microsoft 
subsidiary. Softimage, which has 
just been taken over by the U.S. 
firm, were demonstrating a fast, 
well practically instant, rendering 
package on a Silicon Graphics 
Indigo2 workstation. 

The room they were in came 
courtesy of AURA Interactive, a 
London and Liverpool-based sys- 
tems integrator for the games 
andmedia industry. These guys will 
supply you with the software and 
hardware necessary to do the jobs 
you require. 

Leading Japanese game pub- 
lishers like Sega and Sony will tell 
you this, along with our own home 
grown Ocean. 

And Ocean were actually 
showing an Amiga game. Worms, 
developed by TEAM 17, is sup- 
posed to be released on every 
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format except 3DO (shame!) in 
time for Christmas. Ocean claims 
to have 30 products for the festive 
season and were situated in their 
traditional position next to the bar. 
This is where the real business is 
done at the ECTS. As the drinks 
flow freely to some, but not to 
others, dealers haggle with distrib- 
utors over margins and discounts. 

Overshadowing the bar was 
Virgin Interactive Entertainment's 





Super Ted not acting as butch as usual. 
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Jarticularly European, it’s mostly British and 

re plent y of representatives from other non- 

© countries especially the USA. And, with a total 
of over 12,000 0 attendees this year, it’s clearly attract- 
ng a wider than trade following. And ‘computer’? 

_ They mus t be joking. The Show has virtually nothing 

to do with any electronic activity except games. 

The. Show began as a reaction against the 
Cwetblown, ‘consumer-style exhibition with ‘mine is 
bigger than yours’ stands like the old Personal 

Computer World Show. The Recession had hit the 

o games companies, and there were fewer of them as 

_the smaller developer type houses were closed down 

“or swallowed up by the increasing power of the giant, 

or wannabe giant, games corporations. 

__ For people in the Trade who were supposed to be 
wanting to find out what was going on, discuss seri- 
ously, and even do a deal or two in the normal quiet 
of a business atmosphere, the Design Centre in 
_ Islington in Central London was a very suitable 
venue. 

Initially all the stands were of the same, relatively 
small size and there appeared no need to hype up 
the whole thing to the bang a big drum style and 
stand like a barker at a fair to drag in the punters. 
Alas, the games business is too close to childish- 
hess, both i in what it produces and in the mentalities 
Bue Asm within the industry, to resist for long the 
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would ravage in open mouthed hunger for novelty 











huge, bulky, and invariably ugly and clumsy edifices: 
too. 2 
What gets into these ‘business men’ ‘of thee com- 
puter games industry? Is it that they are whistling i in- 
the dark, afraid that their games, their as yet unfin- 
ished and unbought games, will fizzle weakly out like 
damp squibs unless they are hyped hysterically 
Can these putative tycoons not talk business amid 
anything but reassuring attempted glitz, background — 
noise, and expensive tinsel? Or do they see them- 
selves as potential entertainment magnates, aching 1g 
to take a leading role in the really big global business ~ 
of true tinseltown, Hollywood, and therefore th \eir 
delusionary view of themselves must be reflected in z 
nothing but grandiose terms? er 
Whatever the reason, the original purpose of the 
ECTS has manifestly been submerged in a tidal 
wave of pointless show stand elephantiasis, most of 
it not only in puerile taste but also inconvenient for 
business and unlikely in any way to be financially — 
rewarding. There are often comments made, and 
resented, about the computer games industry not 
being ‘mature’. The fact that its customers are largely 
adolescent understandably encourages it to imitate 
the behaviour of that age group in appt to its” 



















































ness in the same manner. 3 
For some independent cbserel : re way t at it 
the ECTS has been driven away from its or origin ina ‘pur 
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size reflected Virgin’s dominance 
of the UK games’ market. They 





Softimages’ rendering software is now in the 
hands of Microsoft. 


curenty hold He over 10%. 

Complete with commissionaire 
and box office, and, reputedly, a 
dirty old man in mac touching 
knees, the dim interior of the cin- 
ema held the aspirant global 
brand’s Xmas goodies and little pri- 
vate rooms to give their directors a 
sense of exclusivity. 

We entered through the emer- 
gency exit like all the ‘bad’ kids 
used to do at the Saturday morning 
pictures (We’re giving away our 
age here), and left the same way 
after being unenthralled by Rebel 
Assault Il and Earthworm Jim and 
their other new releases. 


} Playing § Stations 


Not to be outdone in stand size 


were Sony, who had gone for a 
long narrow building rather than a 
cement coloured edifice. Here the 
multiple Playstations were being 
put through their paces by eager 
hands. 

Unlike Sega and Nintendo, 
Sony relies heavily on third party 
software developers to do its 
games. Ridge Racer and Tohsh- 
inden have already been pre- 
viewed elsewhere, but the title 
that caught the eye as being 





Oh no, not another VR headset. 


fun was Destruction Derby. A 
cross between a racing game and 
a beat-’em-up. Lone Soldier, from 
Telstar Electronic Studios, held an 
audience captive in unbelievable 
amazement. Here we had an 
Arnie-type Rambo being shot at by 
three of the enemy at point blank 
range with machine guns, and 
guess who won? Unbelievable is 
the appropriate word. 

Psygnosis, the sometime exclu- 
sively Amiga games company 
lately known as Sony Interactive 
Entertainment - there it is again, 
that ‘I’ word - had some of their 
products demo’ing on the Sony 
stand. Their own presence was to 
be felt in the function room of 
Harvey Floorbangers (formerly 





Vivitar, better known for their photographic 
equipment, were showing a wireless joystick. 
known as The Hand & Flower), a 
pub directly opposite Olympia. 
Their famous green haired charac- 
ters are to return on the Playstation 
in 3D Lemmings. 


Bunny Girls 


Back at the show we were 
entertained by the sight of Bud 
Tucker and Lola, two characters 
from the game Double Trouble by 
Merit Studios. This PC CD-ROM 
game will remind you of Monkey 
Island in its style and execution. 
Bud had to be played by some 
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Showing off in Gamesland 
CONTINUED 


unfortunate in a mask. He re- 
minded me more of Terry ‘the 
Word’ Christian, and it was 
explained to me that the custom 
built mask based on the game 
sprite had failed to turn up. 
To get themselves out of trouble 
one of the stand’s staff had modi- 
fied a Tony Blair mask bought from 
a joke shop. By the way, Lola was 
proving the more popular of the 
two. 

Gremlin Interactive was hosting 


Se eee ‘ _~ 
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With all the razzmatazz, the short-skirted showgirls, the knights in | 


<=... 


an Actua Soccer competition over 
the show's three days. The winner 
was to get a brand new car. After 
bumping along with humdrum 
titles, if your memory stretches far 
enough back you'll remember the 
egregious Monty Mole, they hit the 
jackpot with Zool a couple of years 
ago. 

However, they went on to plum- 
met withthe release of the dreadful 
Plan 9 from Outer Space unfortu- 
nately based on a film that is 
frequently cited as the worst movie 
ever. Not perhaps the most auspi- 
cious choice on which to base a 
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ctive 


Pity about the Game.. 


| armour, the batteries of machines, the loo seats to sit on while you play : 


at looping the loop in a jet fighter, the blaring music, the bemused 


celebs, what about the games? 


| back and splash out on something new for their empty screens? From 
what was displayed at this ECTS it seems very unlikely indeed. 
For the games shown, it could have been called the European 


Computer Trade Sequel. The games are, almost entirely, nothing new. — 

Even two announced for the Amiga, Dungeon Master from Interplay | 

and Championship Football from Domark are both 2, as in sequel. | 
The hardware may be new, 32 or even 64 bit. but the software fol- 

| lows the same tired old formulae, beat ‘em ups, platforms, racing | 


| games, footie sims, that were around in the 8 bit days a decade ago. 
If you were looking for something different, it was yawn, yawn, yawn all 
| the way. Well, that’s true of the content, but it's not necessarily true of 
the style. The new machines, the Saturn, the Playstation etc. are dri- 


| 
Were they so sensational that all the hardened ex-players will rush 
| 


| ving the quality of the graphics forward to previously unimagined 


| 
| 
| frontiers. Many of the same old games look absolutely stunning, they 
| should with the amount of cash being lavished on them. 
We met one successful development boss who has been in the 
business for years beaming at having signed a deal for his ten man 
team for their next three products. How much? Around a couple of mil- 


lion pounds. 


Another game of cartoonish simplicity, half finished, had been 
| snapped up for £250,000 plus a high percentage royalty too. It looks 
| like these games companies who want to dominate the world market 
are willing to grab anything that comes along that seems as if it might 


keep their cashflow flowing. 





have, tried it all before? 


When, if ever, are the games going to equal the power of the | 
machines that run them? At the moment, it’s still ‘Don’t worry about the — 
quality, just look at the pictures’. Yes, indeed, very nice graphics, and 
| lots of them, but it's a pity about the games. 








But the games themselves? Don’t hurry to the shops. However, 
| even our cynical eyes were glittering at some of those graphical won- 
ders. Ocean’s new flight sim EF-2000 was truly astonishing for the 
reality of the spiralling, climbing, banking, turning, utter smoothness 
| with which it moved over a lifelike landscape. 

Now this was something that was well in advance of anything pre- 
viously seen on a home screen, but it was, in fact, just another flight 
sim where you fly missions and blast other planes out of the sky - and 
at £50, and not on the Amiga, of course, - is that likely to make us to 
be over eager to spend our time to turn mock pilot, if, as most of us 
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cemobie emer 
successful computer game. 

A change of name and more 
involvement in the cartridge busi- 
ness seems to have boosted sales 
and marketing budgets. Witness 
the armoured knights guarding 
their suite at Olympia. 

ECTS has more than its fair 
share of gimmicks and girls in 
bunny costumes - not the Playboy 
type, the furry type. As well as the 
knights mentioned above, there 
was Super Ted and what | took to 
be Balou the bear from Disney’s 
Junglebook. 

The newly all-powerful enter- 
tainment company that Disney has 
become, had a spartan stand 
called, guess what - Disney 
Interactive, up in the Gallery. Their 
six titles are all based on the two 
latest animated film releases - Lion 
King and Aladdin, plus that ever- 





ing were too far behind the times in 
the graphics department. 

ECTS was also an outing for 
Apple’s prototype Pippin multime- 
dia box. And a small and unexciting 
black box was all it turned out to 
be. 


Sex, Games and 
Videos 





Multimedia titles abounded, 
mostly in ‘edutainment’, ency- 
clopaedias, and disc based 
cookery books. PC and con- 


Double Trouble? Lola certainly was! 





sole CD-ROMs dominated the 
games arena, while VideoCD is 
reserved forthe homes of those 
with more exotic tastes. 

Emme, a French ‘multimedia’ 


popular sexagenarian Mickey house, were showing off their fine 
Mouse. art series of discs. The 

You may remem- : wonders of Da Vinci 
ber that the Lion King Kelly Sumner, and Van Gogh, travel 


is about a young lion 
cub called Simba who 
has to overcome his 


European MD, 
Gametek, on the 


guides to Paris and 
Italy, and the story of 
the Floretine Renais- 


wicked uncle to . sance are obtainable 
regain the crown. ECTS move to _ through a suitably 
Back in the 60s there Olym pia and the equipped PC. What 
was a Japanese ani- rte they were not showing 
mated serial called liftin of was their Penthouse 
dungie rabies mil restrictions on it of titles. a 
ch had a similar story- owever elstar 
line. 4 stand size, style Multimedia were not 
Tie young sup and noise vol- ~ oy In a cramped 
was to have been a. SE : ack room visitors 
called Simba - Swahii | UM@: ECTS HAS \.7. treated to 
etis ae inn become a | Mie ccienaa® with i 
a similarity to an exist- + eee such as Sorori 
ing srodiiek so it was difficult lace to Kittens, Ss Sota 
heed Draw your do business - and seat pie the 
own conclusions. ‘1. * ‘respected’ producer 
Another first timer which is what Michael Nimm. These 
at the show was are all UK legal so you 


Apple who were trying 
to convince every- 
body that the Mac is an ideal 
games platform. They were not 
having much luck. 

The programs they were show- 








we want to do..’ 


will not get to see any- 
thing too naughty. 
Such pleasures are reserved 
for our European cousins 
who will get the XXX versions. 
Though the biggest crowd at any 








Smooth multi-directional scrolling. Large 
playing area. Superb, colourful graphics. Over 
2000 frames of animation. Fully animated 
crowd. Crisp sound effects. Two terrific 
soundtracks. Hi-tech replay facility. Ability to 
edit kits and teams. Different pitch and weather 
conditions. Realistic, three-dimensional 
environment. Intelligent computer opposition. 
Many tactical formations. Simple, innovative 
gameplay. Too many options to list. Team is, 
without doubt, the finest soccer game to hit the 
Amiga so far. But why take our word for it? 
Here’s what the magazines had to say: 


“Team is the best soccer experience available. . . 
it comes thoroughly recommended” 

“Team oozes class at every opportunity. . . and 
relegates Sensible Soccer to the fourth division” 
“Believe me, this is an impressive game” 
“Team is one footballing experience you can’t 
afford to miss!” 


Available NOW for £29.95 including delivery 
for all IMB Amigas from: 
Impact Software, 12 Bell Lane, Syresham 
Northants NN13 SHP. Tel/fax: 01280 850450 


Please make all cheques/postal orders playable to “Impact Software”. 
Overseas add £1.00. Payment in UK currency only. 
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Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice — out pictures in colour? Now you can with Amiga "FlexiKolor Kit". Each Amiga FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything you 


need to print in colour, including superb software. The colour kit is simple to use, the 


fit exactly the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed below paper alignment 


is automatic, you do not have to manually align, PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR PRINTER. If your printer is not listed below please phone. Amiga FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. Panasonic 
1080/81 /1123/1124. Epson FX80, FX100, LQ800 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC P6, P6+. Please note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons. Anti banding now included in software. | COMPLETE KIT £39.95 


FLEXIDUMP 3 COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS & RELOADS 


NO MORE BANDING! Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and reload it with a 
NO MORE WHITE LINES! of pri new one. Full instructions supplied. 
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE rpc Complete: | One, 
YOU’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE! in stock se 0a 
Yes it’s true the new Flexi 3 will remove banding Citizen Swift/ABC/224 
and white lines from dot matrix & bubblejet printers. Panasonic KXP2123/2124/2180 
ee yok pee ter. Panasonic KXP2135 
Other new features include:- In 
* Balanced control for picture enhancement % Select area to be Star LC24-1020/200 

Star LC24-30/LC240 

ikosha SL95 £12 : 


mode A 
palin Nom with train 
sara : 
range of dithering (do pattern) # Variable level cf ching to tol INKJET REFILL 
remove banding 


and white lines * Colour catalogue function will For: HP DESKJET 500, 510, 520, 550, 500C, 550C, 560C. 


R 
S 


SE RRS 
BESSES 


le for Citizen, Epson, Hewlett Packard, NEC, P: 
Seikosha, Star and just any dot matrix or inkjet/bubblejet / 
printer. 


Pratt for Chee Freese configuration between Iacressyou. EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000. CANON BUBBLEJET BC-01, 


BJ10E/EX/SX, BC02, BJ200, BJ130, BJ300, BJ330. 

CANON BJC 600, BJC 4000 
20 Refill Kit 120ml] pure black 

ONE¥£59°95 CARE SPECIAL £29.95 EPSON STYLUS four refills 120ml pure biack 
UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3, EPSON STYLUS TRICOLOUR refill, 2 refills of 

ONLY £14.95 INC. RETURN MASTER DISK yellow, magenta & cyan 180m] 

OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 350. CITIZEN PROJET. 
6 Refill Kit 120m] pure black 

Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblocking 
nozzles 

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKJET RANGE 
Canon BJC600, BJC4000 etc. 10 Refills of Yellow, 
Magenta & Cyan 180ml 

Important: Please state type when ordering. 


How to order: Enclose cheques/PO made payable to: CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/Visa 


CARE ELECTRONICS 


Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102 


EN ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 mz 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 


SPECIAL RE-INK 


For Panasonic 1080/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135, Star 
LC200 9 Pin, Epson LQ100, Oki 182/390. Black 
bottle will re-ink 100+ ribbONS.........s.casssssses £9.95 


BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS 


Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and 
reload it with a new one. 

Citizen Swift/ABC/120D 5 black reloads .......£9.99 
Epson FX80/LQ800 Range 5 black reloads 

Seikosha 1900/2400/SL95 5 black reloads.........£9.99 
Star LC10/20/100 5 black reloads 
Star LC24 Range 5 black reloads 


T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS 


PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT 


4 Colour Citizen Swift/ ABC/240 £19.99 
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload)..........csss00e- £9.99 
M Comateh Shar EN s,s ciastssvicsssclsnnssocseszean dene £9.99 
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload) 

4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin ; 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload).......cccsc.cssssscsssveee £9.99 
YC Sie TAA eo caeeccoaee t pgecasinccasrsseien £9, 

1 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin ......ssscsssesssssssvessosesones £9.99 
] Costar all Sear 28 Pie ccccsstonxscsssocvssasvncerones £9.99 
1 Colour Epson FX80/LQ400/MX80......0..0000 £9.99 
1 Robot Fees LXBO cesocscsecsecinssnsutessecsancapopee £9.99 
1 Colour Epson FX100.........ssssevsssssssssessessesesees £9.99 
1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080.........:sscccseeenee £9.99 
Wide range of other ribbons available. 
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Looking for a bird? But where is she in this 
great Amazon game? 

stand at the Show was that around 
Vegas Girls, which contains a 
number of versions of the old timer 
strip poker, which has not yet been 
given an ‘age level’ certificate. 

If you just want still images of 
‘pin-ups’ then there are plenty of 
discs coming (is that the right 
word?) onto the market. 





US Dreams were not showing 
their erotic wares, so we had to be 
content with their compilation discs 
of PC and Amiga shareware. 

While CD-ROM Distribution, 
who reside at the same address 
that the now defunct Unica used to 
be at, had a dozen or so discs 
catering for a variety of tastes. 


Little Green Men 





From the lewd to the lurid, 
Omnimedia were giving their lat- 
est VideoCD to select passers-by. 
Yours truly was one of the chosen 





Damon Hill takes a break from stock-car racing. 


few to receive a copy of The 
Roswell Incident withpreviously 
unseen alien autopsy footage. 

In case you have been on a dif- 
ferent planet these past few 
months, The Roswell Incident is 
the name given to the events that 
happened in New Mexico in 1947. 

The story goes that a UFO 
crashed in the desert. After initial 
reports by the military that they had 
captured a ‘flying disc’, later press 
releases claimed the object to be a 
downed weather balloon. 

Numerous first and second- 
hand accounts support the original 
theory that an alien spacecraft and 
crew were recovered from the site. 
So far so good. However the recent 
release of film from an unknown 
source, allegedly of the alien’s 
autopsy, not only sensationalizes 
the whole thing, but trivializes it as 
well. 


Showing off in Gamesland 
CONTINUED 






“And for you, Amiga computer, how was ECTS for you, my sweet? — 
The answer is, sadly, ‘The earth didn’t move for me.’ The main | ea 


The Amiga Question | 
| son was that, in spite of the stirrings which a few loyal games 
_ development companies have made, the absence, almost complete, of 
Amiga products was depressingly obvious. fs 
The Amiga was like Banquo’s ghost in Macbeth, except that no-one 
was even frightened by its wan spirit. iat 
The small, standiess Amiga Technologies team were seen haunting t 
the aisles, bravely facing up to the armies of the other more contem- _ 
porary machines. For God’s sake, even the awful Jaguar had a large, © 
lumpy construction, staffed, it’s true, by old faithfuls, ex-Commodorians : 
Bob Gleadow and Paul Welch. a: 
It's software that sells hardware and where is Amiga games soft 
ware? £399 and no games? Just what is Escom thinking of? That was 
the question that marked most of the attention given to the Arnige at e 
the Show. Ase! 
And it was one which somebody not in Maidenhead but in m= 
sterdam or Braunschweig or Irvine or meh Seti start to 
answer. And quickly too.. Pee 
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Blaster Power 


you quadrophonic type sound 
from only two speakers - stereo 
with depth you could call it. There 
are no plans for an Amiga version 
at present. 

Interactive Ideas, it seems the 
industry cannot get away from this 
‘’ word, had its emotion controlled 
award-winning multi-media appli- 
cation Relaxaplus on show along- 
side A Multimedia Hans Christian 
Anderson. Also an award winner. 

But don’t forget that ‘all that glis- 
ters is not gold’. 

Damon Hill turned up on the 
Microprose stand to promote his 
page on the Internet and the com- 
pany’s new racing game Formula 1 
Grand Prix 2. Which could read like 
a football result. 

Other celebrities included the 
Harlem Globetrotters, Newcastle 
footballer Les Ferdinand, and the 
Batmobile. All appearing on the 
Acclaim Entertainment stand. 


Another punter auditions for the Globetrotters. 


Creative Labs, of SoundBlaster 
fame, launched a new product onto 


audio encoding system that gives 


the unsuspecting public 
- 3D Blaster. Now you 
may think that this is a 
special card that deliv- 
ers 3D stereo (quad- 
rophonic) sound from 
your PC. Something 
akin to QSound’s prod- 
uct, who were also 
exhibiting, but you 
would be wrong. 3D 
Blaster is a graphics 
accelerator card for 
the PC. 
Another 

known about, 





They were Gremlin Graphics, 
p Bh duct now they've gone Interactive . 
ut on 


Acclaim, one of the 
world’s biggest games 
publishers, was also 
an ECTS first timer. 
The titles they were 
promoting with the 
celebs were NBA Jam 
TE, Total Football, and 
Batman Forever. 

Other titles for 
Christmas include seq- 
uels to the popular 
beat-’em-ups Street- 
fighter Il or was it Ill 
and Mortal Kombat - 
was that V or VI? 


7th Level promised us Terry 
Gilliam, while Emme is supposed 
to have hired a Miss Penthouse. 
Neither were seen, but Bruno 
Brookes turned up and seemed to 
spend most of his time in the Press 
lounge. 


show for the first time in this coun- 
try was PhoneBlaster. This card 
not only gives your PCsound capa- 


bilities, it also usefully gives you 
fax, data, and voice mail services. 
QSound, mentioned in a previous 
issue of AUI, have developed an 
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Philips want to get their CD-i 
owners onto the Internet by 
launching a special pack for them. 
£100 will buy you a special 14.4 
modem and log-on disc from CD- 
Online. Another £48 gets you six 
months access to the Internet and 
a quarterly disc. The on-screen 
keyboard sounds fun - until you 
start to use it seriously. 


Goodbye 
Commodore, 
Hello Goldstar 





Kieron Sumner, ex-CBM Multi- 
media manager, was proudly 
standing in the entrance to 
Goldstar’s 3DO stand, having 
recently joined the company as 
multimedia manager. With no 
Gametek stand we were unable to 
enjoy the delights of Kieron’s ex- 
CBM MD brother Kelly’s presence 
too. There are rumours that they 
are one and the same person. 

| bumped into David Pleasance, 
ex-CBM MD, recently at Audio 
Technology ‘95 where he was rep- 
resenting Tangent Music. So no 
dole queue for him! 

He was there too at ECTS, sym- 
bolising the Amiga glory days. Ah, 
where are they now? 

Finally a little competition. How 
many times do ‘sex’ and ‘interac- 
tive’ appear in this Show report. 

The first two UK readers to reply 
on a postcard with the correct 
answers will get a jiffy bag-ful of 
floppies from our lucky dip box. 

Send your answers by 31st 
December 1995 to ‘Interactive Sex 
Competition’ to the address given 
on the Contents page. AUI 





Y/C GENLOCK for the Amiga ® 
L2000's' £352.50 


inclusive 











Features: 






Separate Y-C and Composite inputs and outputs 


& Simultaneous output of both Y-C and Composite 
format video 


RGBa throughport 


B 
& Professional sliders for graphics dissolve and 
output fade to black 


& Designed with the acclaimed 1452 - 01 custom 
genlock chip 


Separate Power Supply 













also available :- OF-Th steve) co [=] mi Oi-1-1 aa ©1@) DML) '-ae BM ITT a1 = Lo Lo) 


Lola Marketing Limited L1500 Professional Composite Genlock £176.25 
Market Harborough L4020 Video Options Card forAmiga 4000 £150.00 
Leicestershire L500 _ Entry Level composite Genlock £69.00 


LE16 7DS 
Tel: (01858) 433501 L520 TV modulator for A500 £34.00 


Fax: (01858) 880182 












All products designed and manufatutured in U.K. 
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OUR EAAWEE | HIRES LACED OVERSCAN 
32, 64, 256, 4096 COLOUR FORMATS (PLEASE STATE) 
NO LESS THAN 5 PICTURES PER ORDER 
ADD 20P PER PHOTO FOR HAM 8 
ADD 30P PER PHOTO FOR 24BIT 
FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
AREA BLOW-UPS AND A4 MATERIAL SEND SAE 
PLEASE, NO COPYRIGHT MATERIAL 
ADD S0P P&P 
MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: DIGITAL IMAGE TECHNOLOGY 
PO BOX 1314, GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS SLI 9NH 
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Sony putting Microsott in,thijs ge, 


rSolomon, of PC anti- 
virus fame, it was, who 
once said that the aver- 
age journalist walks 14_ 
miles during a computer show. 
Well, this is no computer show, but 
| am sure | walked further than that. 

Live ‘95 took place in the mas- 
sive spaces of Earls Court, which 
nowadays encompasses two vast 
halls. The old building, designated 
1, was the habitat for home con- 
sumer electronics. Everything from 
Apple Computers to magazine 
publisher Ziff-Davis. 

Hall 2 was dedicated to In Car 
Entertainment (ICE), and the 
National Sound-Off challenge. This 
was a competition to decide who 
had the loudest stereo system fit- 
ted in their rig. | am sure none of 
them even came close to the deci- 
bel output of the Ford Escort that 
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drives down my street at 5:45 each 
weekday morning! 


Sony’s Super 
Structure 





Behind two giant blinds embla- 
zoned with the Sony logo was the 
Show’s largest stand. It was an 
engineering feat that contained a 
labyrinth of tunnels, walkways, 
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chambers, and stairways. Almost 
3000 square metres of floorspace, 
and enough headroom to comfort- 
ably hold a nine metre high 
Michael Jackson statue. It made 
Microsoft’s effort, the next largest 
stand, look absolutely minuscule. 
lt was hard work getting around 
inside. All those stairs. And yet 
there was nothing that really 
grabbed my attention. Banks of 
TVs replayed Sony’s television 
advertising, while hype blared 
from the hidden speakers. Further 
into the artificial catacombs was a 
proper Hi-Fi area with live music. 
This was the most pleasant part. 
As expected, the Playstation 
Hall was the most populated, 
especially as there was unlimited 
free playing time on this year’s 
most anticipated console. In the 
gloom (it's beginning to sound 


Live 


It was a releif to emerge into the 
fresher air of Earls Court’s second 
floor. 


Netmania 





Up here was what the organizers 
termed the “net neighbourhood’. 
BT.’s Internet Cafe led the way in 
the attempt to encourage people to 
go on-line. There was quite a 
queue to get in, and once inside 
punters were supplied with sweets 
and Red Bull, as well as their own 
PC. TV crews were getting quite 
excited over this. As usual igno- 
rance is bliss. 

Further down the aisle compa- 
nies such as Pipex and Demon 
Internet, who were sending live 
TV images of the show into 
Cyberspace, were having to make 
do with less attractive offerings. 
Both of stands and girls. 

BT.’s stand on the ground floor 
rivalled that of Microsoft's in floor- 
space and punter appeal. Here you 
could make free phonecalls. 
Although you could do that anyway 
if you knew the right code to punch 
into a BT. payphone, according 
to the previous day’s Evening 
Standard. 


Multimedia and 
Games 


The much promoted 
Multimedia Mall turned out to be 
little more than a collection of 
small stands flogging cheap and 
nasty CD-ROMs. In between them 
was Encyclopaedia Brittanica. No, 
that can’t be considered cheap, or 


Ultimate Future Games Show. 
(Let’s hope it is the Ultimate - 
meaning last). What it boiled down 
to was row after row of consoles 
being played by kids whom, | am 
sure, should have been at school 
that day (It was a Tuesday). 

Tucked away in a corner of the 
Future Publishing stand were... ta- 
darrrr... two Amigas. Wow! Two 
whole Amigas. Thanks a lot 
Pearsons, the billionaire company 
that owns Future now. And they 
were two old Amigas at that. Okay, 
they may have looked new, but 
the hastily applied sticky labels 
covering the Commodore badges 
surely gave the game away. A 
quick interrogation of the ROM 
chip confirmed the diagnosis. 

Blink and you would have 
missed the whole Amiga pres- 
ence. 


Celebs 


Further along the balcony the 


Longmill Corporation, an ICE - In 
Car Entertainment - company, had 
a sign up proclaiming that you 
could buy autographed boxer 
shorts for £3 while stocks last. 

Autographed by whom? It later 
turned out to be the leggy model 
who posed nude for their posters. 
(If she were nude, when did she 
wear the shorts? Logic is not the 
strong point of Shows like this.) 
There was a short line of takers for 
autographed posters, but the boxer 
shorts did not appear to be shifting 
in great numbers. 

The adjacent stand had a longer 
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more like an AD&D adventure) | 
spotted a semi-secret door 
inscribed with the bold runes 
‘Press Office’. Behind this | found 
a small office which in turn lead to 
a large lounge with free bar - 
replete with Hi-Fi press and Sony 
staff. Now that’s more like it! 

Sony had spent enough on this 
stand to pay off the debts of a 
developing country, but had forgot- 
ten just one thing - air conditioning. 
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possibly even nasty. Next door 
were two rival games areas. In the 
red corner, the Capital Radio 
95.8FM / Microsoft Entertainment 
Zone, and in the blue corner, the 





No remote control for the PCTV. 
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line of drooling young men queuing 
up. Tornado had a Page Three Girl 
signing posters of herself while rest- 
ing the contents of her Wonderbra 





Just insert dollars to start. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 64 
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after all these years... 


<= They said we were mad 
—F to stick around when 
the going got tough for 
the AMIGA - but when you've 
been Networking Commodore 
kit since before the IBM PC 
was invented, what can you do? 
In the last year or so, while 
TEAL eo a to make PC's 
behave like the AMIGA, we 


sold more Network cards than 


ever as professional AMIGA 


users realised just how much 
better the AMIGA is for Video 
and Multimedia production. 


Thanks to ESCOM, the AMIGA 
is still around, and we look 

forward to another 14 years of 
supplying your Network needs. 


Networking AMIGAsS: if it exists, 
HYDRA SYSTEMS manufacture 
or supply it. One-stop shopping - 
Ethernet connexions for every 
model trom AD5OO to A4000, and 
all the Software there ever was. 
If it has an Ethernet Port we can 
talk toit... AMIGA to AMIGAs, 
NOVELL File Server, UNIX Box, a 
VAX, VEC ALPHA, SCl, even PC's 
if you must. Get wired real soon - 
with all the right connections... 
For Dealer Information in your 
Country, Call or Fax these guys: 










HYDRA SYSTEMS 


Red Lane, Kenilworth, UK. CV8 1PB 
Tel / Fax: (+44) (0)1203 473333 











A ly £25. 
with Full OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) hay 
Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 

with MulitPass OCR* (needs HD & 4MB Memory) 

Separately £49.95 with scanner Add . 


£59.00 3.5" 420MB £149.00 
pes 3.5" 540MB £159.00 
5" £99.00 3.5" 730MB £179.00 
2.5" 170MB £129.00 3.5" 850MB £199.00 
£34.95 2.5" 250MB £169.00 
~2.5" 250MB £169.00 
2.5" 340MB £189.00 (and installation software) 


Ram Cards/Memory 72pin SIMMS 
A500 512K w/o clock £20.00 2B £69.00 
A500+ IMB w/o clock £29.95 4MR £4 29.00 


A600 IMB w/o clock £29.95 gmp £269.00 
41200 2MB with clock £119.95 
Optical Mouse A1200 4MB with clock £179.95 Zip RAM 








(includes instructions) 








£29.95 A1200 8MB with clock £299.95 €£89.95/2MB 
Optical Mouse Apollo 1220 28MHz Accelerator 
Mat Give your A1200 350% Performance 
£5.00 Includes Clock & 28MHz FPU 


1220 Bare Board £99.95 
Amiga PSU 1220 with4MB Memory £224.95 


80 watt Speakers £39.95 
25 watt Speakers £29.95 
=. 240 watt Speakers £59.95 











Mega Mouse 400 
Mega Mouse Plus 
(Three button version with 8' cable 


Performance 97% A.U.I) 


All prices include VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for 
items over £30.00, £8.00 P&P for Scanners & Speakers, £10.00 P&P for next day. 
GoldenImage accepts Access, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders. E&OE. Prices subject to change without notice. 

Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice. 


sss GoldenImage (UK) Ltd = eB 
Unit 65, Hallmark lrading Estate, Fourth Way, Wemb! 
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on the counter. She could have mar- 
keted herself by weight. 

At the same time, and appar- 
ently even more attractive than her 
- sports fans are strange, aren't 
they? - was the appearance on the 
Motorola stand of Frank Bruno. The 
crowds were three deep just to get 
a glimpse of Britain’s heavyweight 
pantomime hero. 

| even bumped into someone | 
knew. Gerry Broad of G.V.B. PD, 
who advertises in these hallowed 
pages, was doing the rounds look- 
ing for an Amiga. | pointed him in 
the right direction. 


CDTV? No, PCTV. 





The press lunch was sponsored by 
Olivetti. It was supposed to take 
place at 12:45, but the pressure on 
the organisers to open the door to 
the grub was overwhelming. Unlike 
traditional lunches, which are a 
sort of free for all, the Olivetti do 
was a queue up buffet, Italian 
style. And very nice it was too. 

Not everyone got to eat though. 
Those at the back of the line found 
that all the food had been gobbled 
up by the time they reached the 
table, those at the front going back 
for seconds. So what was all this 
in aid of? Olivetti were showing off 
their new Invison range. John 
Bickerstaff of ICPUG remarked 
how similar it was to 
Commodore’s old CDTV, and | 
must agree on this. 

It's good to see that the 
Independent Commodore 
Products User Group is keeping an 
eye on the other technologies. | 
hear they are debating a change of 
name if not acronym, possibly 
to Independent Computer Product 
Users Group, otherwise ICPUG 
could well be associated only with 
Escom’s new Commodore PC 
range only and not the Amiga and 
the other machines on which they 
are so helpful. 

The new Olivetti PC is housed 
in a dark slate coloured box similar 
to a piece of Hi-Fi equipment with 
a matching TV/Monitor. Unlike the 
CDTV though, this box will have 
thousands of software packages 
ready to run on it at launch. 
Whether it will sell in numbers is 
another matter. 

Not to be outdone, Fujitsu/ICL 
were showing of their Indiana 
model on the ground floor. Top of 
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the range is the PCTV with its tra- 
ditionally styled, but dark coloured, 
casing. All the machines can be 
considered ‘multimedia’, but each 
has various options to make them 
attractive to particular users. Do 
you want fax/modem, or FM radio, 
or Nicam TV? The choice is yours. 

These PCs with TVs may 
appeal to students and other bed- 
sitter users, the family is more 
likely to spend its money on getting 
the home entertainment system 
upgraded to a near cinema experi- 
ence. 


Big TVs 





So Live ‘95 was the place to see 
widescreen and surround-sound 
equipped super sets. For just over 
two grand the new 32” Widescreen 
from Nokia would make a nice 
addition to anyone's front room. 
Inside their demonstration area 
the sets were showing clips from 
Channel 4’s recent broadcasts of 
widescreen format films and televi- 
sion programmes. The quality was 
superb and | am saving my pen- 


_ nies. What also helped was Nokia’s 


use of white noise to suppress 


- unwanted crosstalk from the differ- 


ent demonstration areas within its 
stand. 

Another company’s set was 
nowhere near as good. The images 
were stretched to fit the screen, 
and so the vertical height appeared 
squashed. They were also showing 
home cinema surround sound. This 
involves a multitude of woofers, 
tweeters, and bass units. 

Okay, if you live in a house 
where your nearest neighbour is 
five miles away. | don’t think all 
those decibels would go down too 
well if you live in a tower block. 


3D or not 3D 





Sanyo had two types of 3D televi- 
sion system on show. First off was 
their widescreen system that 
requires you to wear special 
glasses. These are of the LCD 
shutter type, similar to the 
CrystalEyes system used on pro- 
fessional CAD workstations for 
viewing 3D images of architec- 
tural or chemical models. The TV 
set employs a special 2D/3D con- 
version DSP chip to generate the 
stereo images from standard 
broadcasts. 

The second system is based 
on lenticular technology. Here the 


to the pupils 
was” 
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onal were sending pupils to the ar 


val and must have given the kids a bad 
/ left the Press Office for lunch. The floor w 


image is ; split using a ia 


screen to divide the image into 
two, one for each eye. This results 
in an image that does not require 
special glasses to be viewed. 

Now before you all get excited 
and go rushing off to buy these 
new wonder sets, | must stress 
that this is not true 3D. Yes, they 
do give the appearance of 3D,,but 
this is not the real thing. It does 
look good though. Only when you 
have experienced real 3D, such 
as the films by Arch Obola - terri- 
ble stories, great photography, 
can you understand the dirt 
ence. 

In a true 3D film, objects do 
appear to leave the screen and 
hover right in front of your nose. 
Upstairs was the 3D cinema of 3D 
Video Plus, a company that is 
respected internationally for its 
stereoscopic productions. Here 
was true 3D. And — they use 
Amigas. Hoorah! 

Canon Can 

The Canon Bubble Jet range now 
extends to nine models. From the 
portable monochrome BJ-30 to the 
A3 colour BJC-820, they admit 
that the only machine capable of 
exploiting their printers to their full 
potential is the Amiga in conjunc- 
tion with Wolf ralet s Studio II soft- 
ware. 

The highlight of the stand, for 
me, was the new BN700 Printbook, 
a portable PC with built-in colour 
printer. Yet there’s more to it than 
that. The colour printhead can be 
removed and replaced by a mono- 
chrome scanner head, allowing the 
Printbook to store documents and 
perform OCR. 

Also launched were a pair of top 
quality speakers for use with multi- 
media computers. These two-way 
units are active - they are individu- 
ally powered - and produce a much 
better sound than the thirty quid 
efforts you normally see attached 
to PCs in the shops. Expect to pay 








steal £150 fot a pair in compuler 
grey. Unlike battleship grey, com- 
puter grey is more of a creamy 
colour. 





A number of the Show’s visitors 
told me that they felt the exhibition 
was not up to scratch. The stands 
may have been bigger, but it was a 
case of all show and no substance. 
At £8 for an adult ticket | was not 
surprised they felt that way. | too 
would want more for my money, if | 
had to pay for it, that is. 

Is this the kind of Show really 
worth having? It’s a poor imitation 
of the Consumer Electronics Show 
in the USA, and even that has been 
cut to a single January outing in 
Las Vegas. The Summer Chicago 
version has succumbed due to the 
defection of the electronic games 





A sight for sore eyes...a new Amiga box set. 


to their own show. Is “Live”, which 
was started by Rupert Murdoch’s 
News International group because 
they thought they could get the 
public to go in their droves with lots 
of free publicity - Rupert owns the 
Sun, the News of the World, The 
Times, and Sky TV etc. - going to 
go the same way? The shrewd 
businessman that he is, Rupert 
walked away from his exhibition 
experiment by selling “Live” off. It 
certainly didn’t seem all that special 
and exciting this year. 

Oh well, better luck next time. 
Maybe. If it can stay alive. AU/ 











YOU COULD 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


WIN the Pools 
WIN the Dogs 
WHIWN the Horses 
WIWN with Dice 
WIN Pontoon 


Influence friends & lovers with 
Numerology & Biorhythmns 


THE ONLY PROGRAMME TO READ 
YOUR MIND 


‘MAGIC 
NUMBERS’ 


generates numbers that 
mysteriously create 
winning ways 
For the past few years the writers of 
Magic Numbers have dwelt in the Valleys of the 
Holy Grail in deepest Cathar Country Southern 


France and have evoked the spirit of esoteric 
formulae in this unique programme to pick winners. 


FF99 — £12.99 — $2! 


VISA 
pia) 


CHEQUES TO: PYRAMID PRODUCTIONS 
EN RAMOUNAS, | 1320 MONTFERRAND, FRANCE 
































A1200 3.5" Internal Hard Disks 


—all drives fit and work properly in the A1200 428MB £129.95 
— all drives come with a 2 year manufacturers warranty 545MB £139.95 
—as featured in CU Amiga May 1995 S50MB AV £179.95 
Power & data cables - £16.50 1.08GB AV £219.95 
Cables, full fitting kit, 32 page pictorial instr'ns — £27.50 


Special Offer — buy a hard drive and full fitting kit and we will install and 
configure 40 of the top PD and Shareware image processing, music and system 
utilities for you FREE of charge — complete with online.documentation. 


Endicor Professional Print Driver £34.95 


— specifically designed for the Epson Stylus Colour printer Upgrades eit V1.x 
10.0 









— multiple user defined colour correction & dither profiles 

— 24 bit or ‘preferences’ printing from any Amiga with WB2+ 

—Spooling, screen capture, virtual memory, 64 dithering routine and many more 
features 


GG2 + Bridgeboard £129.95 


— allows PC ISA cards to be used by all big box Amigas and Amiga software 
— comes with software drivers for ethernet, serial, parallel and hard drives 
— as featured in Amiga Shopper 1995 and AU! September 1995 
Compatible PC cards NE2000 ethernet card — £29.95 
28800 data/14400 fax modem — £29.95 
2x IDE + 2x 16550 buffered serial + 1x parallel — £29.95 
All prices are inclusive of VAT at 17.5% 
Next day delivery: Hard Drives & boards £8.00 Software & Cables £2.50 
Cheques, Postal Orders, Delta, Visa & Mastercard accepted. A 3% 
surcharge is applicable to all credit card orders. 


To order, or for further information, please contact 


Eyetech Group Ltd 


The Old Bank, 12 West Green, Stokesley, North Yorkshire TS9 5BB 
Tel: +44 (0) 1642 713 185 Fax: +44 (0) 1642 713 634 
Email: eyetech @cix.compulink.co.uk 


















AMBARARPH 
| deal in 

1/7 Bit Software, 

Titles, Amiga 

Hardware & PC’s 


Tel: 0103250341594 
TULVILEVSPIEGH STRAAT 38 
GOOOBRUGGE 
BELGIUM 
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Invasion 
Squirrels 
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iSoft Systems resides ina 
converted school house in 
what once was a sleepy 
village —it’s now, apart from 
the busy Amiga supplier, almost 
slipped into a coma. Butit was here, 
in this innocuous little hamlet that a 
motorist might miss if he blinked too 
often on his way through, that the 
invasion of the Squirrels began. 

The story started fifteen years 
ago, with managing director Dave 
Link as the mild-mannered lecturer 
and Dave Nutkins, one of his students. 
Nutkins and Link decided that there 
was aneed for productivity software 
to support the Nascom 1 — a beast 
of amachine which boasted a whole 
1K of memory. 

Between them, they wrote a 
Pascal compiler and an assembler 
package and Link began marketing 
the software in the pages of 
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Started as a cottage 


industry 





in 1980, HiSoft Systems has 
since become a renowned 


supplier of Amiga products. 
Ashley Cotter-Cairns tracked 


down HiSoft boss, Dave Link 
to his nice little place in 


the country. 


Personal Computer World (PCW) 
and Micro Mart. “We were probably 
among the first advertisers in 
PCW,” he recalled. “Around that 
time, the only way to survive as a 


software publisher was to set up 
and run a business in your living 
room”. Which were the humble 
beginnings of HiSoft. 

Initially seen as a bit of useful 


extra income, the company trundled 
on nicely, until a fateful day in 1982 
when the ZX Spectrum was born 
from the fruitful imagination of Sir 
Clive Sinclair. The existing software 
was converted and became Devpac 
and HiSoft Pascal — names which 
ex-Speccy owners will know (and 
even possibly love). 

“The Spectrum days were great,” 
Link said, with a fond longing clearly 
reflected in his eyes. “Even a Pascal 
compiler and an assembler would 
sell in their thousands. But the 
difference with HiSoft was that we 
cared about our customers and our 
software and people recognised that, 
even then”. 

The financial corner had been 
turned and it was time for HiSoft to 
come out from behind the sofa and 
evolve into a full-time career for 
Link and Nutkins. 
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The SCSI MPEG Player for your Amiga, Atari, Macintosh & IBM-PC Compatible 


Coming to the Amiga — a high climbing squirrel. 
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ZS8S0 or bust? 


HiSoft continued expanding by 
supporting the various new 
machines which appeared with 


Z80 processors, but the lack of Lg 


oa 


success of these machines may 
have contributed to a later decision - 
to leave the Z80 well alone. If names 
like the Elan Enterprise, Memotech 
MTX512 and Einstein are familiar, 
take off your anorak and burn your 
back issues of PCW — the heat from 
my bonfire charred the imitation fur 
around the hood of my snorkel. 

“Oh, so you supported those 
machines did you?” | asked, a wry 
smile on my face, trying not to feel 
sad for knowing the names he had 
mentioned. “Yes, we did. Sadly, the 
Enterprise lost us money — it was a 
really nice machine, great to write 
for. But we made money from the 
others”. 

The next machine that did all 
right for HiSoft was the Amstrad 
CPC464, but by that time — the mia- 
eighties — Link had made the decision 
to drop Z80 development. “We thought 
that the Z80 was going to die, fast,” 
he said. “The fact that the Spectrum 
was still around until last year proved 
us to be a bit pessimistic. Still, you 
can’t make right decisions all of the 
time”. 





Luke Skywalker, Darth Vader and Hans 
Solo meet the Squirrels .. .? 






Decisions such as the taking on 
of a partner who approached Link 
with aC compiler. The arrangement 
was nota happy one and the partner 
left not long after. Once he had 
gone, Link wondered where to take 
HiSoft next. 

The two choices seemed to be 
8086 or 68000. Having decided not 
to take on the likes of Borland or 
Microsoft (“And in those days it was 
Borland who scared more people”), 
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the choice was made and HiSoft 
turned its attentions to the Atari ST. 


Atari and 
Commodore 


Devpac and HiSoft Pascal were 
converted to the ST and then another 
dodgy decision resulted in the launch 
ofa BASIC compiler for the machine. 
“We should have done an interpreter,” 
Link said. “There were other BASIC 
interpreters for the ST which did 
better, despite being less polished 
than our package”. 

HiSoft lost its way a little after 
this, releasing Amiga versions of its 
software, but they never did get 
going very well. By the late 1980s, 
the decision to go more mainstream 
was made. The company decided 
to beef up its range and acquired 
the Kuma software packages, 
including KSpread and KData. These 
did quite well and spurred HiSoft 
onto further development, including 
supporting Lattice C, which was a 
great success. 

There was still little HiSoft 
presence in the Amiga market until 
1992, when talks began with a 
company in Luton called Audio Visual 
Research. They were the hardware 
developers who had created 
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Hi-Soft products go on setting the standard for the Amiga. 
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MasterSound Wag 
and Stereo- 3 


Master, selling 
them via MicroDeal. 
Dave Woodhouse and 
Tony Racime were not 
getting the full credit for 
their development work, 
so Link offered to buy out 
their products. 

Later, he bought the 
rest of MicroDeal which 
had gone bust, which 
included software like PFM 





- 
Sy 


Plus. Other Amiga and ST hardware 
included the Aura Sampler and 
VideoMaster. “VideoMaster was 
meant to be a fun product, something 
to lark about with videos, but had 
been marketed as a still image digitiser. 
It did that as well, but this missed 
the point somewhat,” Link recalled. 
Little did he know that, ina roundabout 
way, VideoMaster would unlock a 
glowing future for HiSoft. 


it’s fun to 
be at the 
PCMCIA... 


Next came the PCMCIA version of 
VideoMaster for A1200 users, which 
set Link to thinking about the 
possibilities of the slot. “It is easy to 
access and won't invalidate your 
warranty. It seemed like a slot which 
hadn’t had the most of its potential 
exploited”. 

One thing that no Amiga except 
the A3000 has ever had is a SCSI 
port, so Link began to wonder if 
there were a market for a SCSI 
adapter which could plug into the 
PCMCIA slot. This would open up 
the Amiga user to a world of new 
storage and access devices, such 
as big, fast hard disks and CD-ROM 
drives. A device was developed and 
Link decided to call it... the Squirrel. 

“A lot of people wondered why 
we didn't call it something more 
sexy and aggressive. Well, for one 
thing, | thought that people would 
remember something silly better and 
for another, the device is storage- 
hungry. Hence, Squirrel!” Link 
enthused. Hmm. Well, he might have 
a point. 

The advent of the Squirrel allowed 
HiSoft to offer hardware solutions: 
all-in-one packs including the Squirrel 
and a SCSI drive or CD-ROM drive 
for previously impossible prices. The 
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Hisoft think its time... 


company threw its weight behind 
the Squirrel with the same enthusiasm 
ithad had inthe past for the software 
packages. 

HiSoft won the distribution rights 
to the ZipDrive, mainly because it 
had created the means for Amiga 
users to access it—the SCSI adaptor. 
ZipDrives are removable 3.5" hard 
disk cartridges of 100Mb capacity, 
which allow portable, reliable storage, 
better, HiDSoft believes, than similar 
removable systems such as Syquest 
drives. 

In the meantime, development 
of software continued. Another deal 
was signed with a German company 
called Maxon Computer, which had 
enjoyed success with various 
productivity and utility titles in Europe, 


including DiskMagic, a reasonably- 
priced alternative to Directory Opus. 
But the big software launch of this 
year is Cinema 4D. 

This ray tracing package is, says 
Dave Link, far easier to use than 
Imagine and far cheaper, at £199, 
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than Lightwave. “It’s a full conversion 
into English, which has taken a lot 
of time, but we wouldn’t do it any 
other way,” Link said. “The manual 
is comprehensive and anyone who 
needs a powerful yet user-friendly 
ray tracing package should look out 
for it”. 


Ensuring the bright future of HiSoft 


is the latest development of the 
Squirrel. “Although we’re still 
committed to the software, what's 
really exciting is the hardware side 
of things,” Link admitted. “We sat 
down and hada brainstorming session 
about where to go next. The SCSI 
could be improved with the addition 





of better chips, but that probably 
wouldn’t be enough for the existing 
owners to upgrade”. 

As well as an improved data 
transfer rate of 3Mb per second, the 
new Squirrel now comes with 
another hardware solution: a serial 





port. “Amigas have a software 
serial port which really isn’t very 
fast. For dedicated Internet surfers, 
the lack of support for the really 
high-speed compression rates is a 
letdown. But the new Squirrel will 
allow data transfer at up to 420,000 
bits per second”. And the name? 
“The Surf Squirrel,” Link confides, 
smiling. “He’s wearing shades and 
carrying a surfboard”. | see. 

Two packs will be available: the 
Starter Surf Pack, complete with a 
14400 modem, HiSoft’s Termite 
software and the Surf Squirrel and 
free registration to Cix for £199; and 
the Professional Surf Pack, which 
is a complete Internet starter kit, 
which includes a 28800 modem and 
a ‘plugin and go’ software package. 

“The Internet is so complicated 
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. .. toward a new level of graphics with Cinema 4D. 


that it puts off many new users,” 
Link said. “So the Professional Surf 
Squirrel will make life very easy for 
new surfers. You just install the 
software and press the go button’. 
The Surf Squirrel on its own will cost 
£99.95, with areduced rate upgrade 
for existing owners. 


Amiga MPEG 


As if this were not enough, HiSoft 
is also launching the Squirrel MPEG. 
This allows the many CD-ROM 
equipped Amiga owners to watch 
Video CD via their A1200. “Software 
MPEG converters are a joke,” Link 
said. “But the Squirrel MPEG will 
allow an Amiga to control VideoCD 
films. The quality of these can be 
brilliant, light years ahead of VHS”. 

The sexy black box will include 
SCART, SCSI in and out and SVHS 
out. The hardware can be used as a 
stand-alone Video CD player via a 
remote control. 

“It's often hard to convince the 
wife that there’s a good reason to 
spend more money on another bit of 






But put 
it in the 
living 
room 
and you 
can play 
VideoCDs 
from your CD-ROM drive, then sneak 
it away to use with the Amiga,” Link 
suggested craftily. Amiga widows, 
watch out. The target price of £199 
may slip to £229, but even at this 
price it will be great value. 

Link will support the Amiga as 
long as there’s demand for his 
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products. “| see the A1200 as a 
home computer,” he said. “The PC 
is still too costly to be called a true 
home computer, while the A1200 is 
affordable and easy to understand, 
use and expand”. 

“We'd like to get more involved 
with the video side of things and | 
welcome ideas from our customers. 
Give us a call or write — | promise 
we'll listen”. Why not take up his 
invitation. It would be worth it just to 
find out more about that sexy MPEG 
Squirrel. AU/ 


HiSeft 
SYSTEMS 
The Old School, Greenfield 


Bedford MK455DE UK 


Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 
email: hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk 






























| phoenix ie haine from the ashes, the 
Asien emerges - reborn under the Escom 
banner. HiSoft has been there all along, 
crafting the best products for the best 

_ home computer and we have many more 
exciting titles waiting in the wings... 
rust HiSoft for brilliant packages, keen 
‘ prices and excellent service, 


A brand-new SCSI peripheral, the 
‘Zip™ may well revolutionise the 
storage industry. 







This newest, most portable 
exchangeable hard disk drive 
weighs in at just Ib, has fast 
transfer and access times (up to 
IMb/s transfer, 28ms seek), easily 
fits in your hand, your bag or your 
briefcase, stores up to 100Mb on 
floppy-sized disks, is perfect for all 
types of application and is priced at 
a level that will make you want to 
unzip your wallet immediately! 





Price inc 100Mb C 


OM6 cartridge, extra 
100Mb cartridges £15.95 or less! 


case access drivers 
Password protect 
Write protection 


Temporary unprotect 
Cartridge initialisation 
Cartridge eject 


has the « Bne to suit your fie ds, w Kd 

|. you are looking for an internal d nf 
your tower case, A3000/A4000 ety Gore ; 
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Just look 


The amazing, 
5CSI interfad 
peripherals (hava | 
Zip, scanner et&) 
daisy-chained tag 


CD32 and CDTV emulation software § 
© tat you carall those games and othe 
; itles Such as Video Creator. m4 
’ The great-looking Aiwa ACD-300 f 
CD-ROM drive; a fast, double-speed 
CD-ROM with full SCSI specification plus 
| complere alidio controls ofr the-front so that 
you can play music CDs directhymPt 
uiformative U CD panel. 
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All prices include UK 






















To order any of the products shown on this page 
(or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of 
charge, on , armed with your credit 
or debit card; we will normally despatch within 
4 working days (£4 P&P) or, for only £6 within 
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for 
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a 
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All 
prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or 
fax to confirm pricing and postage costs. 

© 1995 HiSoft. E&OE. 


Zip is a trademark 


VAT @ 17.5% of Iomega Inc 








Newly: released, Disk Magic (screenshot on the left), is 
the ultimiate file and disk management utility for your 
Amiga. DisKMAGIC makes every task you perform - 


_ from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an 


chived file, as simple as a clicking on a button! In fact, 
after using DiskMAGIC, you'll wonder how you ever 
used. Amiga without it! 

DiskMAGIC is exceptionally configurable, with the 
ability to alter window layout, file types, action buttons, 
fonts, screen mode, archive handling, viewers and more. 


DiskKMAGIC is compatible with all Amigas running WB2 
(or higher) and with 1.5MB or more of free memory. 





Twist 2 is the highly-acclaimed relational 
database for all WB2 Amigas (2Mb memory 
recommended). With built-in Forms 
Designer, a beautiful user interface, 
simple-to-use relations, versatile sorting, 
reporting and searching features and speed 
that defies belief, Twist 2 is the only Amiga 
database that will grow with you. 


Twist 2 is compatible with all Amiga running 
WB2 (or higher) and with 2MB, or more, of 
free RAM. A hard disk is recommended. 








a music experts (all Seinplee products an are 
our own design, built and programmed in 
the UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the 
right package for you; a professional Midi 
interface (ProMidi £24.95), a great-value, 
=e direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound 
£24.95) or a superb quality 12/16-bit stereo, 
directness PCMCIA unit (Aura), both 
samplers have superb real-time effects. 


Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the 
Information Super Highway? Don’t worry! 
Termite is so easy to use that even a first time 
telecommunicator will feel at home. 


Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides 
you with all of the modern user interface features to 
really enjoy playing in the highway! 

Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries 
as well as having its own internal ZModem. Termite is 
compatible with all Amigas running WB2 (or higher) with 
IMB or more of free memory and all modems. 





An exciting new package, due for release in September at 
the amazingly-low price of only £199.95, Cinema4D is set to 
revolutionise the 3D-rendering and animation market. 


Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor; 
replete with every conceivable option including 
multi-window editing, interactive modelling, direct 
modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, easy object 
manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU/CPU version 
and much more! 


Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conversion 
utility to allow full import of your current objects. 


HiSoft 


SYSTEMS 


The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 


Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 
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M.M.E. PRO (RRP 
£249.95) is M.M.E.'s 
more powerful and 
bigger brother aimed 
at the professional anc 
industrial markets. 

lt can do more than 
Interplay which was 
priced at £750 and 
was used to produce 
the INSIGHT series of 
CD ROMs trom 
Optonica and some of 
the AUI cover CDs. 


me S{STem 
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hose kind people at Optonica are giving away five copies Please send your entry to: 

of M.M.E. PRO for AU/ readers to win. With the help of this 

month’s cover disk, we want you to send in your concept AU/ Optonica Competition, 

of a multimedia project on either one floppy disk or video 1 The Terrace 

tape. Optonica and AUI will judge the entries and the best five will High Street 

each win a copy of M.M.E. PRO. The entry judged the best of all Lutterworth 

will also be invited to visit Optonica where they will be shown the Leics LE17 4BA 

marvels of how a top technological company is moving itself and Entries must reach Optonica by 
its clients into the multimedia age. 31st December 1995 
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AUI back issues are now available 
- for the first time ever! 

The accumulation of years of 
invaluable Amiga knowledge is 
now at your fingertips with the 
AUI back-issue service. 

Great demand has seriously 
dented our supply of back issues. 
Undaunted, we have opened up 
the vaults and uncovered the 
Editor’s secret stash. 

Scan through the available 
issues listed below and use the 
order form to secure your copies. 
Each issue includes the famous 
SuperDisks. Twin disks unpack 
into five disks’. 

Issues are £5 each. Make 
cheques payable to AU/ Limited. 
Postal orders also accepted. 
Sorry, no credit card sales. 


June 1995 


Guide to Colour Printers 
Reviews of the Powerstation, INTOS, M Music 
Composition including SuperDisk 59 & 60: top utilities 
(Boot utility 2, Da Last Alert 3), the most essential 
workbench utilities (Startup Manager, Datatypes), 20 
compugraphic and postscript fonts, libraries and 
games like Thermo Nuclear War. 


May 1995 
Ten Years of the Amiga - Special Report 

Explanation of file archiving and interview with author 
of the new LZH achive. 

Reviews of Broadcaster Elite, Shablaam!, Loader 
500, Epsom EPL5600 laser printer, FX2000 Analog 
joystick, and more. 

Including Superdisks 57 & 58: Utilities feature 


| BACK ISSUE | 
| SERVICE 


| Rush me the following issues at £5 each. 
List issue months 














Rush me the following disks at £2 each or £3 
a pair. 


, : ( Minimum order £5. Outside 
Lists disk numbers 


UK add £2 P+P per order) 




















Telephone: 
Please pay by cheque or money order, 


_ =? 


| Allow 21 days for delivery will 


INTERNATIONAL 


Spondulix finance manager, LZX archiver and 
Drag'n'Drop. Two disk’s worth of ClipArt and Fonts. 
Games include Zenez, SpaceJest and Sneech. 


February 1995 


Report on Virtual Reality 
Reviews of HeliOS, Main Actor, Titling Star, Turbo 
Clock, Star Printers & Samsung Monitor. 

Including SuperDisks 51&52: Games: Scottish 
Football Manager - plus, Marbles, Wipeout, VChess. 
Utilities: Pro-titler, Lottery, Landscape, WBFlash, 
ToolType... and even more! 


January 1995 
The AU! Awards - The Six Best Products of 1994 
Reviews of Photogenics, Final Writer, Amos Pro, 
Video Backup and US Robotics Ready Fax modem. 
Including SuperDisks 49 &50: EdWordV5 text 
editor. DB2 - database and more utilities. Plus games: 
Colonial Conquest II, Cybernetix, Revolver, Whist. 


August 1994 
Special Telecommunications Supplement 

Reviews of Lightwave, Video Creator, Animation 
Workshop, GP Fax, Wavetools, Examination of 
Digitisers, Final Part of the A-Z Amiga guide. 

Including SuperDisk 41: JcGraph. ABCDir. 
ResumeMaker. Games: Wipeout, Lazymines... and 
much more! 


June 1994 


Investigation into Multimedia on the Amiga 
Reviews of AdPro, Picasso II, Wordsworth 3.0, SAS 
C3.0, TrapFax and Personal Animation Recorder. 

How to get the best from your hard drive. 

Including SuperDisk 38: Deluxe Galaga, DOS 
Trace 2.18, Multiripper 3, PPShow4, SuperDuper3.1: 
IconPack, Runit 1.8 


May 1994 
Featuring the second great cover-mounted 
Amiga CD. 
PLUS on floppy disk: The famous Tiger Cub music 
sequencer - complete and free. 
Reviews of MediaPoint, Disk Expander, 
Quarterback, Pegger, Epson GT-6500 scanner, 
Typesmith 2.0, MultiFaceCardill and MBX1200z RAM 


COVER DISK SERVICE 


expansion card. 


March / April 1994 
Featuring the world’s first cover-mounted Amiga 
CD. 

PLUS on floppy disk: SuperBase Personal 2 database, 

full and free program. 

Reviews of Adorage, Citizen ABC, Star SJ-144, 
Clarissa, ProText6, Retina, Octamed 5, Superbase 
4.0 and SyQuest removable hard drive. 


February 1994 
Feature on computer porn, CD-ROMs and Virtual 
Reality. 
Reviews of Interplay, Scala, Vidi 24, Imagine and 
Money Matters and Final Writer. 
Twin cover disks feature full copy of Personal 
Paint, Sound Effect editor and Pacman. 


January 1994 


Field reports on Scala, computers in cars and 
data protection. 

Reviews of Montage 24, CSA 12-Guage, Pro Cale 2, 
Fujitsu Gigabyte Hard drive, Technosound Turbo |i 
and Seikosha Speedjet 200 and Epson Stylus 800 
printers. 

Including SuperDisk 30; Angie WB customisation. 
FMSynth. Hyper doc reader. Galaxians clone. 
ToolsDaemon. VirusChecker and more. 


December 1993 


Investigation into the future of Amiga, National 
Trust use of Amigas and PAL toaster. 
Reviews of AmigaSAT weather watcher, Minigen 
Pro L1000 genlock, Citizen Swift 90, SupraFax 
modem, replacement mice, Z3 SCSI controller, PIP 

TV tuner. 
Game tests include Premier Manager 2, 
Overdrive, Qwak, European Champions. 


Including SuperDisk 29: MAND2000, 
Spreadsheet, AddTools, BigAnim. 
November 1993 


Field reports on consumer electronic gagetry, 
Amiga Pasadena 93, ECTS and Inovatronics. 
Reviews of hand held scanners, Bars and Pipes 

Professional, Real 3D! 2 & Brillance. 





Game tests include Bubba’n’Stix, 1869, AV8B 
Harrier Assault, Ishar 2 1200. 

Including SuperDisk 28: MagicMenu, Random Dot 
stereogram creator. CacheClock. RecPlay, AssignPrefs. 
Xatoms game. Module Player and more. 


August 1993 


Feature on MPEG development and hard drives. 

Test drive of Image FX, Excellence!, VistaPro. 

Tips on 3D, ray tracing, A1200. AREXX and 
programming. 

Game reports include Lotus Turbo Challenge 2, A 
Train, B17 Flying fortress. 

SuperDisk 25 includes Digital Illusions, Speechtoy 
2, Sysinfo, Trax 


July 1993 


Exclusive feature on David Pleasance and New 
York World of Amiga show. 
Test drives of Professional Page 4, Pagesetter 3, A-Talk 
lil, Quarterback, Action Replay cartridge, Real 3D 2, 
Fujitsu hard drive. 
Tips on video, databases, programming and A1200. 
Game tests include Darkseed, Lemmings II, Body 
Blows and Space Crusade. 
Including SuperDisk 24. Icon Tool Box, Data Recall, 
Kill AGA, ABackup, and much more! 


May/June 1993 


Exclusive interview with Lew Eggebrocht. 
Test drives of Aladdin 4D, SAS C, Prowrite 3.3, Essence, 
Citizen Swift 240C, SuperJam & Directory Opus 4. 
Tips on programming, A1200, hard drives and 
combating computer crime. 
Game reviews include The Chaos Engine, 
International Tennis, Robin Hood and Carnage. 
SuperDisk 23: OneKeyll, IFFWizard, YAK, 
EnvPrint. 


Send your order to: 
Amiga User International 
Unit 2 


Utopia Village 
7 Chaicot Road 
London NW1 8LX 








Have you misplaced those classic original cover disks? We are able to offer AU/ SuperDisks from back issues which are no longer available. 

Single mount cover disks cost £2 each. Twin mount cover disks cost £3.50 a pair. All disks from 43&44 onwards are twin cover disks. They use a power packing utility to crunch many disk's 
worth of programs onto them, so they must be purchased used together. 
Compatibility: All disks up to and including SuperDisk20 are compatible with WB1.3 and above. 80% of SuperDisks 20-30 are compatible with WB1.3 and need 1meg memory. 
SuperDisks numbered after 30 are WB2 and 3 only, with some programs requiring AGA. 


newpos and cpuclr. 
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Caligari demo, plus biorythyms, findfast, multidos, virus checker, sound wave creator and APrf - a text file printer. 
Virus Checker 6.05 plus ham textures, aswarm, movieclip, lacepointer, pascal, ToolDaemon and ZeroG sound samples. Including full Arkanoid clone. 


Full AudioMaster |! programme! plus samples, multiplayer, Dsound, Wizard clock and Fitness reminder! 


A disk full of utilities including ENote, MTVhack, VirusChecker 6.15, Org2, aqwik offiine mail reader, pascal programmer, dtp fonts, le-nag event scheduler, modmdraw (draw pictures over the modem), 


perBook based disk - presenting TurboText demo, Pandaal hand scanner demo, Sequencer One songs, sound samples, and a look at S 








AniMan: Voice recognition. Talk to your Amiga! ReOrg2.31: Disk optimiser, TinyClock: Make the time tiny, Mouse: Speed up that mouse pointer ... and much more! 


Utilities Pack. Includes Reset, bb - workbench presentation routine, workbench degrader, typewriter mimic, FullView text viewer, Noughts and Crosses game, OneKey, Spliner screen blanker and 
Rend24 batch image converter, 


2 games plus, Dash: Monitor your Amiga’s performance, DiskSalv2: Disk toolkit, STP: Play modules on a Hi Fi, Translate: Convert images into different resolutions, Workbench games: 6 of the blighters, 
Virus Checker 6.28 


a 
Tiger Cub: The complete, unadulterated, program. 

Super utilities include Womble organiser, FileX file editor, Assigns, Swazinto, AddPower, AddTools, FileM, Memclear and Vat-Check. 

FastJPEGv1.10: View those JPEGS, ImploderV4.0: File cruncher, DiskSalv2: Save those disks, QuickGrab: Excellent screen grab utility, Games: GiegerTetris, Megaworm 

Games: Shepherd, Gravity Force 2, Giddy. Utilities: Disk Manager 4: Disk database, Amiga Rea! Time Monitor: System analysis, Megajitter: Biological evolution simulator ... and much more! 

Games: Zombie II This is THE famous one! Plus, Pengo, Pub Darts, Zut Alors, Trick or Treat. 

Utilities: Filthy Lucre: Money management, Disc Cat: Catalogues your disk collection, PhoneBill: Modem use monitor 

Games: High Octane: Smooth and speedy track race, plus, Battleships, Knight, Utilities: ImageStudio: Incredible image effects package, SnoopDos3: Snoop your DOS ... and much more! 


Utilities: QuadraPlayer: Module player. plus Invoicer, Fractal World, ARO, Analysis, Crypt and more. Printer Utilities: Print Manager 2; Take control of your printing. plus, PrintSel, Labels, PosterPrint and over 
70 printer drivers, 3D Graphics Disk: 3D objects for Imaging, REal 3D and Lightwave, plus three disk’s worth of textures. Games: Fears: Stunning Doom simulation, plus, Dynamite Warriors, Peg It 
Utilities: Dion's Disk: collection of indispensible utlities. Music Makers Essentials; Quadra Composer2: Full specification music creation plus loads of Sound samples.and example module 


Games: Insectoids from Outer Space: Shoot ‘em up plus Poing!, Tetris, Pong. Disk Users’ Essentials 1: ReOrg3.1: Optimize any drive plus ABackup, Artic, Disksalve2 Disk Users’ Essentials 2: 
SuperDuper3.13: Fast disk copier plus Sysinfo3.24, A-Lock, AFCopy and more 
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A FREE DIGITA ORGANISER FOR ONLY £43 


Pay just £45 for 12 issues of AUI and not only will you have your ; | — ie 
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own personal copy delivered direct to your door but we will also 
send the first 30 respondents the latest Digita Organiser 
(worth £39.99) ABSOLUTELY FREE. 


Digita Organiser is Amiga’s first easy-to-use personal organiser 
with animated pages containing the following sections: 





Shows appointments, reminders, notes, recurring events, holidays and 
tasks (with number of days overdue). 


Auto detects conflicting appointments and allows re-scheduling. 


Advance reminders by flashing display or sound 


Optional Diary Themes include Historical Days, Horse Racing, Soccer, 
Sporting Events and more. (a 


Prints full page and standard sizes including Filofax, Day-Timer and others. 


os 


ADDRESS BOOK 
~~ Includes A-Z tabs for fast alphabetical access and a telephone list report. 





TASKS 
@ Dedicated section for ‘things to do’ with five 


priority levels. 





SUPPLEMENTS 
© Drop-in pages of useful information include: 


Conversion Tables, European Union, Healthy 
Living, Hotels, Motoring, Restaurants, Soccer, 
Sports, Sporting Events, Telephone Dialling 
Codes, Theatres, Travelling, Wine Guide, Worid 
Time Zone and much more. 





Auberge O'Chez Eux France 
2, Av De Lowendal, 7th, Paris 
Tel: 47 05 52 SS 












Machine requirements: | MB of memory, one floppy 
disk drive and Workbench 2.04 or above. 






Zum Gemelten Haus Gerrn: 
Sohweilzerstrasse 67, 60594, Frankfurt 
Tet: 063 614559 





Horvey's Britely 
2 Bolevue Road, Lorcion 8W17 
Tek O161 6720114 









Kien Paardenburg Holt 
Ametelziide 59, Ouctekerk A/D Amstel 
Tek: 62963 1335 


Call our Credit Card 
Hotlineon (8 overs 


(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and quote reference HRG5. 











Alberto Ciarla 
Plezza San Cosimato 40, Rome 
Tel: 06 581 e668 


italy 






Satierod Kro 
Goterscdve) 35, 2840, Holte 
Tel: 42 60 2505 





Leung's Reateurant Swede 
Velhailavagen 50, Stockholm 
Tel: 08 6125759 


We regret that this offer is only open to new UK subscribers on a first come first served basis. The free 
gift will be sent under separate cover to the first 30 people who pay for a subscription by calling our 
Credit Card Hotline. So call right now! 





Dagita international 
Black Horse House, Albion Street, Exmouth, 
Devon, EX8 1JL, England 


Tel: 01 395 270 273 

Fax: 01 395 268 $93 

E-mail: CiX-digitag@cix 

Contact: Liz Haynes, Sales Manager 


9 The Strand, Chellaston, ane ht DB1i 7JA 


Tel: 01 332 288 991 


iz 3, 10 Port Lane, Warwick, Warks, 
{ NK? 2 


= Wome: 01 924 s82 882 
"Work: 01 924 252 916 


A A A A 


ser @ 1995 Digita international 


my ...10:00 AM Bristol 00 
Visiting = 


22 Wednesday 


a 













Bring your AMIGA into the 90’s with this new 
concept in filing and disk storage that can save 
you £££’s in more ways than one. 


THE ORDENIZER 
Only £12.95 (plus p&p) 


Plus this unique Diskporter, which fits neatly 
into the Ordenizer and takes 30, 3.5” disks and 
is yours - Entirely Free! 





The Ordenizer combines the portability of an 
executive briefcase and the efficiency of the box 
lever arch file. Provides attractive, dust free and 
easy care storage for important documents and items. Like 
a box file, papers can be quickly placed into the Ordenizer 
for careful punch hole filing. Unlike a box file there is no 
need to transfer the contents to another case for meetings, 
as you Can simply carry them for that professional 
presentation. All papers, charts, manuals etc, plus 
accessories like calculator and diary, can be held securely 
and filed on a shelf until needed. 


The rugged polypropylene case comes in the stylish 
fashion colour of pastel pink. A slide latch fastens the 
contents securely and the integral handle makes it easy to 
carry, without being obtrusive when filed upright on a shelf. 
A transparent panel on the outside allows you to list the 
contents. 


And to compliment the Ordernizer we have found a 
unique system to keep your AMIGA disks under control : 


THE DISKPORTER 


The perfect way to organise your disks - Entirely Free! 


Storing floppy disks has always been a bit of a 
headache, but transporting large numbers of disks safely 
has presented even more 
problems. Most desktop disk 
boxes are just too bulky and 
awkward to be carried around. 


The Diskporter - valued at 
£8.95 is a set of file sheets that 
fits neatly into the Ordenizer for 
easy storage and carriage of 
computer disks. Each sheet 
holds a maximum of six disks 


Name 
Address 


24 HOUR ORDER LINE 
__ Tel: 0191 510 0201 


VISA 


or Fax your order on == 
0191 510 0155 


Signature 





Ne ene ee ee ee ee ee 


which are secured in 
place by light plastic tabs 
to prevent disks from 
falling out. Five sheets for 
3.5” disks are supplied in 
each Disk-porter pack, 
giving a 30 disk capacity. 
Index tabs are provided 
on each sheet for quick 
and easy reference. 


You can now solve 
your filing and disk 
storage problems simply 
by sending a cheque/ 
postal order made 
payable to A.I.M. Limited 
for only £12.95 plus £5.00 per order for postage, 
packaging and insurance with the priority order form 
provided. Access and Visa cards and telephone orders 
are also accepted. 


CLOSES SECURELY AND PROVIDES 
DUST-FREE STORAGE 


AMIGA Ordenizer Offer - Dept. AMAO - PO Box 10 - Sunderland - SR4 6SN 


POST TO:- AMIGA Ordenizer Offer - Dept. AMAO - PO Box 10 - Sunderland - SR4 6SN 
Please send me The Ordenizer and Free Disk Porter 


(CAPITAL LETTERS) 





Post eer et thy iy" a ae ees a 


Telephone No. (In the event of queries) 


| have enclosed my Cheque/Postal Order made payable to AIM Limited for £ 
(£12.95 each plus £5.00 P&P per order) or debit my Access (_} Visa _] Credit Card (please tick) 


Expiry Date 


Allow 28 days delivery from receipt of order 
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oftware Hut 


Folcroft East Business Park 313 Henderson Dr 


Orders 610-586-5701 


AVG Ritesllsbe Alls 


3.1 OS Kits 


From Village Tronic, of Germany, 
we have the official 3.1 kits 
IN STOCK! 

Each kit comes complete 
w/Manuals, Disks & ROM(s). 


AS320 3.1 Kit for the A500. 
A2000, & A2500 
$129.95 


AS330 3.1 Kit for all A3000s 
$144.95 


AS340 3.1 Kil for all A4000s 
$144.95 


AS312 3.1 Kit for all A1200s 
$144.95 


3.1 ROM for A2000 

3.1 ROM set for A3000, A4000, 
A1200 (Specify) 

3.1 Manuals & Disks (no ROM) 














$69.95 






69.95 
69.95 









Video Products 
1080/84S Monitor Cable (Spec end) $21.95 
Cybdervision 64 73 2Mb 469.00 
Cybervision 64 73 4Mb 599 95 
OCTV 299.00 
Electrohome C1440 Multiscan 489.00 
Personal Anim. Recorder, Amiga 1649.00 
Personal TBC 4 629.00 
Picasso 2, 2Mb Video Board 449 00 
Retina 72 4MD 519.00 
Retina 73 4Mb 725.00 
RocGen Plus Geniock 199.00 
SuperGen 5X Studio 729.00 
Vidi Amiga 12 119.00 
Vidi Amiga 12 AT 249.00 
Vidi Amiga 24 AT 369.00 
VLab Motion Call 
VLab Y/C 425.00 
VLab Y/C External 469.00 


SCALA MM300 


We have acquired a large batch 
of this latest release of SCALA. 


This new version includes many 
new features including AGA 
support. It originally sold for 
$350.00 and is now available for: 


$149.95 
Hurry as supplies are limited! 








Megachip A500/2000 $209.95 
2632 RAM Board OK for 2630 189.00 
Cobra 1240 28Mz AC CPU 159.00 
Cobra 1240 40Mz EC CPU 249.00 
Mongoose SOMZz AC CPUsFPU 359.95 
Video Tape Backup 89.95 
The Clock A1200 17.95 
3128 RAM Board AZ/4000 0K =: 249.00 
Ferret SCS!-2 Cobra/Mongoose 89.95 
Kwikstart 2 A1000 5495 
1202 No FPU OK 99 95 
FPU and RAM prices Cail 





A1200 Peripherals 


CSA 12 Gauge SOMz wiSCSi $499 00 
PCMCIA Card 600/1200 2Mb 135.00 
PCMCIA Card 600/1200 4Mb 229.00 
IDE Cable & Software - 600/1200 200 


M1230XA Accelerators - All Configs Call 


Datafiyer XOS 84 95 
Dataftyer SCSi« 94 95 
Squirrel SCS!-2 PCMCIA Card 9A 95 
Blizzard 1220/4 Turbo 299.00 
Blizvard 1230-3 299.00 
Blizzard SCS! Option 119.00 


HD instal Kit Cable. Screws A Disk 2000 


We have a limited number of 


these units with 7 Zorro, 5 
PC/AT, and a Video slot. Call 
or FAX for details & prices. 





Power Supplies & Expansion Boards 
A2000 JOOW Power Supply $149 00 
A2000T Fan Assembly 39% 
Emplant Basic 269.00 
Emptant Dekxe 359 95 
AMIA Intertace $5.00 
E5860X Module for Emolant 119.95 
Muitiface Il! VO Extender 99 00 
Supra Turbo 2BMz A2000 169.00 
Derringers Platinum SOMz CPU 489 00 
Cyderstorm 060/50Mz 1289.00 
Cyberstorm Fast SCS!-2 Controller 249.00 
Cyberstorm VO Module 54900 
Fastiane 73 SCS!-2 Controtier 369 00 





We stock over 1000 CD-ROM, 
Productivity, Graphics, & 
Game Software. Call! 

C032 Products 
C032 Call 
SX-1 Exp. Module by Paravision $2739.95 
SX-1 Keyboard 44.95 
C032 and SX-1 Bundle Call 
Network Cabée for CD-32, wCD-ROM 55.00 
IMD RAM for SX-1 49% 
4Mb RAM for SX-1 165.00 
BMD RAM for SX-1 325.00 
Seagate 170Mb 2.5" HD 189.00 
Seagate 240Mb 2.5" HD 269.00 
Connor 350Mb 2.5° HD 349.00 






AMIGA 


Custom Chips 









1Mb Agnus 8372A $42.95 
Super Denise 6373 38.95 
CIA 8520 Chip 1495 
CIA 8520 Surf. Mount Chip 19.95 
Gary 5719 Chip 19.95 
Paula iC 8364 11% 
Denise iC 8362 16% 
Lisa IC 44% 
Alicea IC 46 






Buster $721 IC 
Eproms 2630 Rev 7 
Eproms 2091 Rev 7 


29% 
4% 
M4 %5 












1.3 ROM Chip 19% 
2.04 ROM Chip 32% 
2.05 ROM Crip 4% 
W. 0. SCS! Chip Rev BA 35.00 
68000 CPU 16% 
Super Buster Rev 11 6500 
Amber iC 44% 
Ramsey Rev 7 49 95 
Fat Gary IC 4995 






Super Omac Rev 4 









w/64 grayscale + MiGraph 
Up software 


$109.95 


Sharon Hill, PA 19079 USA 


Hours: Mon-Fri 9 to 6 
Sat 10 to 4 - East Coast Time 


Golden image CD-ROM 


J$-105-1M 400DP1 Handscanner 


Touch- * External w/SCS! pess-thry 


Hitachi COR-17508 CD-ROM 





‘eliiliiletelelas 


AMIGA 


Info 610-586-5703 
Tech 610-586-5704 










* Single Speed. 320M Access Time 


* 150KR/sec, 64Kb Butler 


* 1309660, Singte- Session Photo-CO 








G!I-6000N 3 Button Optical Mouse ——— "$09.95 
for all Amiga computers. Fully ° 
optical, ultra high-resolution. No 
ball !o clean or replace. includes Media Vision COR-HS3MV 
Mouse Pad CO-ROM Drive 
* interna! 
$23.95 . Dowdle 
* 1309660, Mull) Session Photo-CO 
* SCSI 
" * 1 Yeer Werranty 
Amiga $169.95 
Analyzer NEC 3Xp External Portable 
CD-ROM Drive 
An inexpensive hardware & software * Triple Spin 
diagnostic tool for end wsers and * Mull) session Photo CO 
service centers slike. Plugs inte your * Selective Audio Jock 
Amigs 500, 1000, 600, 1200, 2000, or * Full SCSI-1 and SCSI-2 support 
3000 and will tel! you whet part, or * 756K Butler, 195Ms Access 
parts, you need, Eliminate costly * Retarbished by NEC to NEW condition 
service center visits. Detects 65% of * 1 Year Warrenty 
ail problems on the Amiga, including * Cadéyiess 
dish Orive problems. $224.95 
$69.95 
Toshiba Quad Spin CD-ROM 












* Quad Speed (4X), 600Kb/Sec Accers 
* SCSI-2 











Call for details on our — 
complete systems, Including * | Year Warranty 
the new NEWTEK Flyer. internal model 
$399.00 
Joysticks & Mice External mode! 
Suncom (Spec TAC Jor TAC-30) $12.95 $489.00 
Competition Pro CO-32 Controtier 724% 
' 
ee ie | ASIM COFS CD-ROM Driver v3.0 
Port Ref 1995 comes w/Fish & Photo CDs 
Erpo Stick 12.95 $67.95 
Graves Clear Switch Stict 9% 
Swifty 3 Button Mouse 26% A500 Peripherals 
Alta Data Mega Mouse, 400 DPI 26.% Bigfoot 200W P.5.-ASO0-600-1200 $84.95 
Commodore ASOO Power Suppty 49% 
: Modems & Networking A500 Case complete wishielding «17.95 
yora Amiganet Ethemet Card = $269.00 acon internas Reptacement Drive 44.95 
Ariadne Ethernet by Village Tronic §3=— 299.00 ASOO Keyboard 44% 
A2060 ArcNet Board 4995 ain External Foopy Drive 99 00 
Liana Network Cable wErvoy2.0 = 89.95 ay Tee ganney SGM Accelersion «9.95 
GP Fax Software - Class 142 9% M-Tec AT 500 drive unwt 149.95 
Sportster 14.4 Fax Modem 149.95 RAM & Hard Drives for M-Tec Call 
Cardinal 278.8 V.34 Fax Modern 189.00 
Cardinal 2400 Baud External 199% Chinen High Density Floppy Drives 
Serial Cabte 6895 These units are distributed by AIR Drives 
Terrrete Telecomm Software 4195 Supplies are inited 
A4000 Model $179.95 


Warp Engine 


This high end accelerator for 
the A3000 & A4000 features: 
* Motorola 68040 CPU 
* 32-bit RAM up to 128Mbs 
* SCSI-2 Controller 


A4026 28Mz wio CPU 
A4028 28Mi wiCPU 
A4033 39Mi wCPU 
A4040 40M7 wil PU 
A3028 28M wiCPU 
A3040 40M: wil PU 





A1000 Case wall shveiting 
A2000/A3000 Keyboard 


A000 internal F Drive 
$799 00 — 

979.00 
1149.00 
1293.00 
1019. 00 
1399.00 


A2000 Power Supply 
Aruga Replacement Mouse 
CBM A3000 Power Supply 
Bigfoot A4000 Pwr Sy 300 W 
A3000 Tower Power Supoty 


A2000, 3000, 500. 1200, 600, 1000 134.95 


_CBM Parts 


A1000 Mouse trom Commodore $1495 
A000 internal Floppy Dist Drive 69.95 


19% 
9% 


AIR A2000 internal Floppy Deve 69.95 


69.95 


A600/1200 internal Floppy Drive 69.95 


109.00 
19% 
139.95 
289 95 
1279.00 





Monitor, CPU 
& Motherboard 
Buyout 


We have made a large purchase of 
Refurbished Computers and 
Monitors & NEW Motherboards from 
Commodore. All carry a 90 Day 
Warranty. Refurbished units are in 
Lite New condition with ALL 
appropriate cables and manvais. 
Murry as supplies are limited. 


1084S - Refurbished $229.95 
1942 - Refurbished 299.95 
1960 - Refurbished 339.95 


AZ2000 rv 4.4 PCB NTSC Only 189.00 
A2000 rv 6.2 PCB NTSC, PAL 229.00 
A2000 rv 6.3 PCB NTSC, PAL 259.00 


A3000 16Mz PCB w/IMb 319.95 
A3000 030/25Mz/1Mb 

Desktop PCB 399.95 
A3000 030/25Mz/1Mb 

Tower PCB 499.95 
A3000 Daughterboard 59.95 
A500 Rev 5 PCB 109.95 
A500 Rev 6a PCB 129.95 
A600 PCB 139.95 
A3000 Tower Power Supply 129.00 
A2000 Power Supply 109.00 


All A3000 PCBs are NTSC or PAL. All 
A500 and A600 PCBs are NTSC Only. 


We carry a full line of 2.5" 
and 3.5" Hard Orives from 


Conner, Quantum, Seagate, 
Micropolls, & Maxtor. Call! 





Our Policies 


* All prices in U.S. Dollars « 
To get the British Pound rate please 
Givide the listed prices by 1.6. I! paying 
by credif card your bank will 

ba@ you the correct amount, 
in your currency, when your order is 
shipped 












* All orders are subject to credit card 
veriica Bon + 






Dve to ad schedules, all prices are 
subject to change. We accept Visa, 
Master Card, Discover & American 
Express with NO service charges. We 
#60 accept wire transters, call or FAX for 
Getails if FAXing an order be sure to 
include your billing address and credit 
Card into We will bel onty actual shupping 
rates when sent 50% discounted rates 
on UPS Express (ites gets to you in 3 oF 
4 Gays). We also step Dy Post Office Cal 
or FAX # you are unsure about 8 stipping 
rele 15% re-stocking fee on aff returns 
not exchanged for another men Srippang 
charges are WOT refundable 
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The 


Amiga Answer 


Machine... 


Dear AUI, 

| have had an Amiga since 1986, 
and | work as a professional 
computer programmer, so | 
don’t normally have problems 
that lead me to write to a 
magazine. 

| have a problem with the 
Wordworth word processor that 
was supplied with my new 
A4000/030. Wordworth was 
supplied with a handful of nice 
scalable Compugraphic fonts, 
and | have added a number of 
new fonts over the time I’ve had 
the machine - your fonts disk 
(from Coverdisk 59) being some 
of the best. | installed these 
fonts using the Intellifont 
program into Wordworth’s fonts 
directory (I want to keep 
bitmapped and vector fonts 
separate). The fonts work fine in 
other applications. 

When loading a font in 
Wordworth, the requester has 
radio buttons for Amiga, Printer 
and Outline fonts. The fonts 
supplied with Wordworth are 








Andy 
the mysteries of the 


Amiga, 


Eskelson, Guru of 





answers your 


queries and solves your 
problems. 


listed under Outline, and are 
printed on my printer in 
excellent resolution. All my 
other outline fonts are listed 
under Amiga fonts with my 
bitmapped fonts, and when 
used, are printed as bitmapped 
fonts (Requester “Document 
contains Amiga Fonts: Print at 
4X resolution?”). 

The outline fonts consist of 
various files (.font, .type and 
.otag). The fonts supplied with 
Wordworth have all three files 
together, but the other fonts 
have the .otag file separated 
into a dir called Bullet Outlines 
within the fonts dir. Moving the 
.otag files out of this dir into the 
main fonts dir enable 
Wordworth to recognise the 
fonts as Outline fonts, but other 
apps can no longer use them, 
so | moved them back. 

How can | get these fonts to 
work properly with WordWorth 
(without duplicating the .otag 
files)? 

My system: AmigaDos ver 
3.0; WordWorth A1200/4000 
special edition rev 1 (1993); 4 
meg Ram and a 210 meg HD. 

Second point.... Tim Terry 
(AU! Answers, July 95) 
described a problem with 
OctaMed 3 that sounds identical 
to that | have experienced with 
OctaMed 1.01. The program just 
freezes up for no apparent 
reason. If it is playing music, 
the music continues until you 
reboot, but nothing else works. 
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Seems like a bug to me. | have 
gone back to using Med 3.00 
(without the Octa bits). Looking 
forward to the new version 6. 

To close, I'd just like to thank 
the magazine for including my 
game “Space Jest” on the May 
Coverdisk. Many thanks! | still 
haven’t got that issue; the shop 
messed up my order before the 
February issue, and only got it 
sorted out in time for the June 
issue, so | missed out - | only 
found out it have been included 
when | got my first (and so far, 
only) shareware fee! 

Simon Champion 
South Africa 


Dear Simon, 

| think that you might have a slight 
problem somewhere. In the 
_bullet_outlines you should have 
the .type files not the .otag Have 
you somehow managed to swap 
things about? 

With WordWorth 3 there is a 
tooltype in the InstallOutlines 
program that you can change to 
point Wordworth at any fonts 
directory. The tooltype is 
FONTPATH= . Just point this at 
your normal outline fonts directory 
and proceed as per normal. There 
are several entries of fontspath, 
one of mine is 
FONTPATH=FONTS:_bullet_outlin 
es. Just remove the brackets from 
this entry, put all your .type files 
into the _bullet_outlines directory, 
the .font and .otag into the 
FONTS: directory and WordWorth 
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should be able to sort things out. 

You could also create another 
directory, and add this to the 
search path for FONTS: (perhaps 
keeping your bitmapped fonts 
separate) then use the command 
assign FONTS <path> ADD and 
your other applications should still 
be able to find the fonts as 
normal. 

| agree that the Octamed 
problem sounds like a bug, we 
hope it will go away in the next 
version. 


COMMS 
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Dear AUI, 

At the moment | am thinking of 
logging my unexpanded A1200 
onto the Internet but as | ama 
fairly novice Amiga user | know 
hardly anything about the 
Internet apart from your need 
for a modem and a fairly large 
wallet. Could you please help 
me with the following points 
and/or advise me on buying a 
book on the subject? 





1. What equipment will | 
need? 

2. Modems? Which? Why? 
Price? 

3. Cost? Phonebill? 
Equipment costs? 

4. Online costs? 

5. How easy is it to use? 
6. Is it easy to set up? What 


Ne 











8 Ruswarp Lane, Whitby YO21 IND Tel/Fax 01947 600065 


Amiga 1200 Magic Pack 


Contains: Wordworth V4se, Digita Datastore Database, 
Digita Organiser, Turbo Calc, Personal Paint, Photogenics, 
Whizz — 3D Platform Game, Pinball Mania 


£389 


As above plus 170Mb Hard Drive and Scala MM300 


£479 


Amiga M1438S 
Monitor 








Amiga 










= = 





(available separately for £28.50) 420Mb £151.99 


ag gg ey 


C1 Doane Dasa Lo eae 


Disks seized by FAST then wiped. Virus free. Min order 50 
BABT Approved Fax “ Modem 


in ¢@mart cage with PSU & leads 
14,400 baud only £114.99 


All chips FREE delivery 


ae oe What to do: 


Amiga 4000T 


6 Mb RAM, 1.7Mb Floppy Drive, 
1.2Gb SCSI Hard Drive, 4-channel Stereo, 
Workbench 3.1 


Scala MM300 pre-installed 


68040 25MHz £2099 
68060 SOMHz £2369 





Chips Printers 






8520 CIA £10 | | Star LC-100 Colour £145 
Official Amiga Technologies, pacebiet 2.05 ROM xe Citizen ABC Colour £169 
Brand Monitor, 14" 0.28mm dot pitch, [Mb Agnus 318069-16 £19 Citizen Switt 200 Colour £159 
Built-in Stereo Speakers, 2Mb Agnus 318069-10 £19 Peete 
Auto-scanning Super Denise 8373 £19 | | Starjet SJ-144 Thermal 





Colour £249 








Ring us to check that the prices are still 
current (we sometimes have specials). 
Carefully pack your Amiga, workbench 
disks and payment. If you prefer, pay by = 
credit card, (2.5% surcharge). Take it to& 
the post office and send it to us bys 
540Mb £169.99 Parcel post with their £500 compensa- 

tion service. It should just cost £6.50. 
630Mb £174.99 We will send it back with the new drive 


850Mb £194.99 installed. 


1.2 Gb £246.99 Please make sure your computer works OK. We 
1.6 Gb £POA test all computers on receipt and faulties will be 
sent straight back with a refund less £6.50. 


ee ee ee ee, ee ee 
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WEAT | ELSE DO Wk SELL? 


Look in the ads for Silica and Wizard Developments, 
we will supply the same goods at the same prices. 


GCE/lectronics 


12 Newmarket Street, Consett Co. Durham DH8 5LOQ 
Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249 
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software will | need? 

7. What is email? 

8. Can you download 
demos/games for the Amiga? 
How much would this cost? 
9. Is there an internet address 
book? 

10. What else should | know? 
11. Will Internet charges show 
up separately on an itemised 
phone bill, so | can pay this 
charge and keep my parents 
happy? 

My brother and | both have 
Amigas and we want to link our 
machines so we can play 
games such as Skidmarks 2 
and Gloom. Is a null modem 
better or worse than a standard 
modem for this? If we used a 
standard modem would he also 
need one? 

Is GFA Basic 3.5 Interpreter 
any good for first time 
programming? Also is it the 
same as Basic on the Amstrad 
CPC464 which | owned and 
used quite a lot? 

Thanks in advance, keep up 
the good work with the 
magazine, your coverdisks are 
brilliant. 

Mark Smith 
Chelmsford 


Dear Mark, 

The Internet questions are going 
to get quite involved, so let me 
clear up your last two queries first. 

GFA is a Basic. Basic was 
designed as a training language 
and one is pretty much the same 
as another. The Amiga system is 
another matter, that is where you 
will spend much of your time 
sorting out your applications. GFA 
is okay, but old. AMOS is a law 
unto itself. HiSoft Basic 2 is 
probably the best implementation 
of a BASIC so far on the Amiga. 

Don’t ask me anything about 
Amstrads, I’ve never used one. 

A null Modem is NOT a 
modem, it is a simple cable. Have 
a look at my toolbox series, | have 
covered some of this with the 
BreakoutBox toolbox. 

A cable can be made to run at 
much higher speeds than a 
modem can, providing the two 
computers allow the speed to be 
increased. You could use two 
modems, connected to two 
telephones, dial each other up, 
and then carry on. It’s slower and 
will cost you. 

Now on to The Internet, any 
Internet system needs the 
following: 

For indirect connection: 
A computer. 
A modem 
A comms package. 
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A service provider that 
has a gateway into The Internet. 
For direct connection: 

A computer. 

A TCP/IP protocol stack 

(software). 

A service provider that provides 
dial up connection to The Internet. 

A modem 
Additional software to make things 
easy 

Indirect connections tend to be 
text only, but on the plus side they 
are easy to set up, requiring 
nothing more than a simple 
comms package such as Ncomm 
and a modem. All the hard work is 
done by your service provider. 

Direct connections are much 
more complex to set up. You have 
to make your own computer a part 
of the Internet, which means you 
need to run a communications 
protocol known as TCP/IP. If you 
want to run the fancy graphical 
front end and access the world 
wide web you will need some 
extra software. 

The software exists as PD. and 
shareware, and several service 
providers will supply the software 
complete with install scripts which 
will set everything up. However if 
things don’t work first time it can 
take a bit of sorting out. 

You will need a hard drive for 
your computer. Internet work 
tends to generate a /ot of data. 

Modems, the simple answer 
here is as fast as possible. The 
Courier Dual Standard V34 is 
about as good as you can get, 
costs about £300 

The service provider will want 
some money. Generally about £10 
a month (ex VAT) will be asked 
for. 

Choose a service provider that 
supports Points Of Presence 
(POPs) local to you. This will 
mean that you will only have to 
pay for a local call. If you have 
cable TV, check to see if your 
local company offers an Internet 
service first, or at least free local 
calls. 

Online costs will vary 
depending on the service provider. 
Many offer a unlimited service, 
others give you a block of time 
that you can use before you start 
paying by the minute. The time 
charges can vary but 1p per 
minute is often quoted. 

How easy this all is depends on 
you. As you get used to things, 
they become easier. The web 
browsers are dead easy, just point 
and Click. 

Email is electronic mail, exactly 
the same as posting a letter, 
except the delivery times are 
measured in minutes rather than 





days. If you wanted to send AU! 
an email, you would send a 
message addressed to 
amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk. 
‘amigauser’ is our name, 
cix.compulink is our service 
provider, co means it is a 
commercial company, and uk is 
the country. 

Once you are connected to 
your service provider, any 
connections that you make to any 
other computers, anywhere in the 
world, are essentially free. You are 
still paying for your local phone 
call but that is all. 

The Internet is a strange beast, 
it is best described as benevolent 
anarchy. It was started up by 
engineers working for the US 
defence departments and spread 
to the academic world. Gradually 


There is a lot of pressure for 
the Internet to become 
commercial, my view is that it will 
be a sad day if it ever gets that 
far, but it is evolving all the time. 

As there are so many users on 
The Internet there is no really 
complete address book, however 
this is where the web helps. Once 
you have access to one web site, 
you get links to others. There are 
also search engines (gophers) that 
will find the various topics that you 
are interested in. 

Telephone bills - this will 
depend on your telco. If you use 
someone like Mercury you could 
assign a charge group to your 
calls and do things that way, or 
you could trawl through the bill 
and add things up. manually. 

There are dozens of books on 





more and more companies and 
other organisations got 
themselves connected to each 
other. As so much useful 
information gets passed about, the 
general agreement is that you let 
other traffic transverse your 
network connections. Things went 
a lot further than this, as many 
sites installed anonymous servers. 
Computers specifically for 
anybody to upload and download 
files. 

There are many hundreds of 
thousands of such computers. 
From the Amiga point of view, the 
‘big’ Internet site is AmiNet, in fact 
there are copies of AmiNet all over 
the world. This is done to ease the 
strain on the international 
communications links. The UK 
AmiNet Mirror is based at Imperial 
College in London, its address is 
src.doc.ic.ac.uk . All the software 
is freely available to anyone who 
logs on, and is counted in the 
millions of megabytes. 





The Internet, the Dummies Guide 
series is good, but have a look at 
several before you buy. 

One last piece of advice, and 
probably the most important of all. 
Get yourself down to an Internet 
Cafe, Cyberia just around the 
corner from Goodge St. Tube 
Station. They have machines set 
up so that you can just browse 
about the Net. You might decide 
that you don’t really want to get - 
involved, or you might get totally 
hooked! 
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Dear AU/ 

| own an Amiga 500 with 
Workbench 2.0, Kickstart 
37.350, 1 Meg in trapdoor, and 
DKB Software’s Megachip 
plugged in the Agnus. A 








Commodore MPS 1270 printer, 
an Alfa Power 120Mb hard drive 
and an additional disk drive. 
Sorry for all the boring details. 
Here’s my problem. | ordered 
and got the Road Runner 
Rocket modem from your 
advert in June’s AU/. When it 
arrived it came with a 9 pin 
serial connector and PC 
software (enclosed) so | went 
out and had an Amiga serial 
lead made and got a copy of 
Ncomm 3.0. I have set the 
software to run at 9600 Baud, 
Handshaking as XON/XOFF, 
Parity at None, Bits at 8 and 
Stop bits at 1, the modem is 
registering TXD and RXD but 
will not respond to AT 
commands. Does this make 
sense? Can you help? 
Roger Brame 
Suffolk 


Dear Roger, 

The boring details as you call 
them make my life very much 
easier, so it's not really boring at 
all. 

Please don’t send me PC 
software disks, they are totally 
useless to me. 

This is a rather odd problem. 
Providing that you have set 
Ncomm as you describe there 
should be no reason why a 
response is not obtained. The first 
thing to check is the cable. If that 
is OK then the modem needs 
checking out. As you are seeing 
both the transmit and receive 
lights flashing, this means that 
something is being sent to your 
Amiga. Check that you have full 
duplex set to on. 

Also, for test purposes, set flow 
control to None. Switch off the 
modem and then wait a few 
seconds. Switch on the modem 
and when it has settled, hit the 
return key a couple of times. This 
should enable the modem to lock 
into your baud rate. By typing AT 
then Return, you should get an 
OK prompt. 

If this does not work repeat the 
above procedure but type AT&F 
followed by Return. This will reset 
the modem to the factory default 
settings. Then type AT Return and 
you should see OK. If you do, 
type AT&W and Return to save 
the current setting. 

If this does not produce any 
results you either have a dud 
modem or something is wrong 
with your Amiga serial port or the 
cable. To check the Amiga serial 
port, make a loopback plug which 
is a 25way D type with pins 2 and 
3 linked, that’s all. Plug this into 
the serial port of the Amiga (when 


powered down) run up Ncomm 
with the settings above, and 
whatever you type you should see 
on the screen. If not then you 
have a faulty Amiga. 

The next stage would be to 
check out the modem on another 
system. 
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Dear AU/, 

lam writing a program in Easy 
Amos, which simulates a 
Dungeon Master for the 
Warhammer 40,000 game. 

At the beginning of the 
program (after the intro 
screens) the user is asked to 
type in (I don’t yet know how to 
create buttons) the character 
classes for his or her army. 

The part | am having trouble 
with is a simple(!?) routine 
which checks the user’s input 
to see which weapons those 
character classes use. The 
information required would be 
obtained from a list. The lists 
for the characters and weapons 
are pretty long so [IF] 
statements are impractical. Do 
you or any of your readers have 
any ideas or suggestions? 

Also how do | compile my 
Easy Amos listings, and how 
can | use the Topaz fonts in my 
programs? 

S.J.Davies 
Manchester 


Dear S.J.Davies, 

There are several methods that 
you could use. | don’t know 
exactly know which format your 
character classes take, but for 
simplicity | would use arrays. Each 
character class would have a list 
attached to it. This list would be 
as long as needed. It would 
contain such information as 
health, weapons, money, etc. For 
the weapons | would set up 
another array which listed all the 
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weapons in order. Item 1 would be 
a rock; item 2, a spear; item 20, a 
definikill blaster , and so on. 

In your character array, you 
would store the weapon numbers 
in the array, this would then ‘point’ 
to the position in the weapon 
matrix where the weapon name 
would be stored. You will notice 
that | started numbering at 1, 
rather than zero. The reason is 
that if you need a variable number 
of weapons for a character you 
can build up an array, and when 
you have finished entering the 
weapons you store an extra 
weapon with a zero value. You 
can then use a do loop to scan 
the array processing the weapons 
in order. When you find a zero you 
know you have come to the end of 
the weapon list. 

Arrays are very useful, as you 
can have multiple dimensions, so 
the first dimension might be the 
weapon name, the second the 
weapons value, the third the kill 
factor. When you know the 
weapon number you can access 
the other elements 


DIM wep_array$(100) 
DIM wep_value(100) 
DIM wep_kill(100) 


Each of the Arrays would need to 
be set up first. 


If you have a weapon number of 
20, then: 


name$ = wep_array$(20) 
value = wep_value(20) 
Kill = wep_kill(20) 


would set the variables name$, 
value, and Kill to the settings for 
weapon number 20. 

This system uses three 
separate arrays, another method 
would be to use one 
multidimensional array but let's 
keep things simple for now. 

lf you really mean compile, 
there is a separate product called 
the Amos Compiler. You feed your 
Amos program through this, and it 
makes a stand alone, and much 
faster version. 


Fonts, see the commands GET 
FONTS, GET ROM FONTS, GET 
DISK FONTS and then SET 
FONT. 


You use the GET FONTS 
command first, then scan the list 
created until you find the topaz 
font name using FONT$. When 
you have found the correct font 
number you need to Set Font n 
where n is the font number for 
Topaz. 





Dear AU/, 

| have a standard Amiga 500 
plus (1 Mb RAM, Workbench 
2.04) with no added hardware. 

| use Deluxe Paint 3 to 
produce animations and | wish 
to send them to companies to 
view. The problem is that the 
companies want them to be self 
booting but | have no idea how 
to create a self booting disk for 
my animations. 

Can you give me the 
information | need or suggest 
where | can obtain it? This is 
really urgent, so | would be 
grateful if you could print this 
letter as soon as possible. 

Paul Jones 
Luton 


Dear Paul, 

Do you really mean self booting? 
Or do you mean you want the 
animation to run when you click 
on the icon? 

For either case you need an 
animation playing program. There 
are quite a few animation players 
about, so let’s choose one, 
Viewtek is a general purpose 
viewer and animation player. The 
program is called VT on its icon. 

Create your animation and 
save it in the normal manner. You 
should end up with a Icon which 
you have named. 

Click once on the Icon and 
then select information from the 
Workbench Icon menu. This will 
open a window that will give you 
information about the program. 
Look in the default tooltype box. It 
will probably have a name in it. 
Click in this and delete whatever 
is in there, and just type in VT and 
select save. 

In the same drawer place a 
copy of the VT program. When 
you double click on the animation 
icon it will first load VT which will 
in turn play the animation. If VT 
does not suit your purposes, you 
can use the same method, but just 
replace the references to VT with 
whatever player program that you 
prefer. 

lf you really want to create a 
self booting disk, it is fairly easy, 
but it does require a little more 
work. First format a blank disk in 
the normal way. 

You now need to copy a file 
called install into your RAM: drive. 
With your workbench disk in the 
drive, select it, and then activate 
the show all file option from the 
Workbench Window menu. This 


rr 


DECEMBER 1995 e AU/ | 








YO) WS set 





<= eee 
will make a lot of hidden drawers 


appear. Find the drawer called ‘C’ 
and open it. Now look for the 
Install program, it will be a bit 
messy, as all the Icons will be the 
temporary ‘hammer’ shape. When 
you have found it, drag it into your 
ram drive. 

Next, find the Shell Icon which 
is normally in the System drawer 
and double click on it. 


Type cd RAM: <return> 


Next, replace your blank disk in 
the drive and type in the shell 
window: 


Install DFO: <return> 


This will set the disk up as a 
self booting disk. 

Create a new drawer on your 
blank disk and call it ‘S’. You will 
now need create a startup- 
sequence script file that will run 
your animation. Place your 





workbench disk back in the drive 
and enter from the shell ED 
RAM:startup-sequence <return>. 
The simple text editor should load 
and run. Enter onto the first line: 


VT animationname <return> 
(where animationname is the 
name of your animation) then 
select save from the pull down 
menu. 


Click on the Ram: window and 
select show all files as before. You 
should see a hammerhead with 
the name startup-sequence on it. 
Place your blank disk in the drive 
and open up the S drawer that 
you created. Drag the startup- 
sequence from the ram: disk into 
your new S drawer. 

Close your S drawer. Now drag 
a copy of VT and a copy of your 
animation into the main window of 
your blank disk. 

When you reboot your Amiga 
with this disk, it should play the 
animation for you. 

Be very careful and only work 
with a COPY of your Workbench 
disk. 

| would expect that the first 


method is what the company 
actually wants to see used. 

On the subject of replies, ! 
answer the letters and they go in 


the queue. It generally takes about 


three issues for a letter to end up 
in print. It is not the policy of AUI 
to reply directly to readers, but if a 
stamped self addressed envelope 
is provided | will make use of it. 
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Dear AUI, 

| wrote to you on 9th August 
detailing the problems | am 
having on my lovely Amiga 
1200 since upgrading the RAM 
by replacing the 2Mb SIMM on 
my un-accelerated trapdoor 


card with an 2Mb SIMM. | realise 


that, being extremely busy you 
have probably not had time to 
answer my letter but things 





have developed since | wrote 
that | think will interest you. 

In case my letter went astray, 
my set-up is a 1200 operating 
via the PCMCIA slot, though a 
‘Squirrel’, powered by an HiQ 
Workstation with its own power 
supply driving everything 
including the on-board CD 
which is a Sanyo. The 1200 has, 
as | previously said got a 
Trapdoor card with 8Mb, giving 
a total of 2Mb Chip and 8Mb 
Fast RAM. | also have a Citizen 
200C connected to the Parallel 
port. 

| have had constant 
problems ever since | changed 
the RAM with numerous 
crashes and considerable 
frustration. But persevering, | 
gradually sorted a lot of things 
but still got annoying 
‘Checksum’ Errors etc.; and the 
whole thing would suddenly 
crash or ‘Freeze’, necessitating 
a re-boot in the middle of all 
kinds of tasks and I was never 
able to get the Citizen 
PrintManager to load, so was 
having to use the on-board 
EpsonQ Driver - strangely 
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though, ‘WordWorth’ never 
seemed to be affected except 
by occasional ‘Checksum’ 
Errors. 

In desperation | wrote to 
‘HiSoft’ asking if they had any 
ideas that would help, if 
perhaps | could tell the 1200 to 
do things differently utilising 
the ‘Squirrel’. | got back a most 
illuminating letter from their 
most helpful bossman, David 
Link and following a detailed 
telephone discussion all is now 
clear. It is difficult in a few 
words adequately to summarise 
what he said, but | will try. 

Apparently, when 
Commodore designed the 1200, 
they built into the circuitry of 
the 68020 processor an 
instruction that if anything is 
plugged into the PCMCIA slot, it 
is automatically allocated 4Mb 
of available RAM. If like the 
‘Squirrel’ it doesn’t require it, 
that’s tough - the 1200 has 
allocated 4Mb to that function 
and you cannot use it for 
anything else. Therefore it is 
not possible to put more than 
4Mb on a Trapdoor card using 
the 68020 on-board chip. 

If you do, as | did, then all 
kinds of problems ensue and, 
although you think you have up 
to 8Mb Fast RAM (which was 
after all, the main reason for 
installing it in the first place - 
do not most of the ‘Experts’ say 
- if you want to speed up your 
1200 install more RAM?). It 
works OK if you use an 
accelerated card like those 
utilising the 68030 chip because 
they effectively bypass the 
inbuilt instructions . 

| have discussed the 
problems with my good friends 
down at First Computer who 
have, as always, been more 
than helpful and | am going 
down tomorrow to get it 
satisfactorily sorted. But that 
really begs the question and is 
why | am writing to you now. 

The advice to increase RAM 
to speed things up is clearly 
wrong and if the 1200 has this 
inbuilt instruction | have been 
talking about when something 
is using the PCMCIA slot, then 
it is clearly wrong to say that 
68020 cards can be upgraded 
simply by replacing the SIMMS 
(which | was told by the people 
who supplied the card in the 
first place !) It would also 
clearly explain why so many 
people have problems of 
incompatibility with their 1200s 
- including me! 

Thanks for an excellent 





magazine and all your technical 
expertise. 

lan Aisbitt 

North Yorkshire 


Dear lan, 

I'm sorry that you have not seen 
your letter in print yet, 
unfortunately Amiga Answers 
runs, as | said above, about three 
months ahead due to publishing 
constraints, I’m replying to this 
letter in September, but | would 
not expect it to be printed until 
November which is the December 
cover issue. You can think of it as 
one issue at the 
distributors/newsagents, one at 
the printers, and one being 
prepared. Amiga Answers takes 
up to anything between 6-10 
pages and you can’t insert that at 
the last minute. 

You have slightly 
misunderstood the problem, but 
you have the general idea of the 
problem. You can speed up the 
base model A1200 by adding 
FAST RAM. You don’t need to add 
a massive amount, 2Mb would do 
the job for normal operations. The 
best place for this Fast RAM is in 
the trapdoor expansion. 

Any additional Fast RAM is 
only useful as a general storage 
medium, of which some programs 
can make great use, and hence 
enhance their performance. 

You may have misunderstood, 
there is no instruction in the 68020 
that has been put in by 
Commodore to this effect. The 
situation is this: 

The Amiga, as do most 
computers, manages its memory 
by means of a look-up table called 
a memory map. This map is built 
up by several processes. The 
major input comes from a system 
called AutoConfig. It is this system 
that makes the Amiga a ‘plug and 
play’ system in which the user 
does not have to worry about 
exactly where things are installed 
in memory. 

When a device is plugged into 
the PCMCIA slot, as David Link of 
HiSoft has told you, it occupies a 
4Meg address space. This is 
picked up by the Autoconfig and 
marked as used in the memory 
map. The problem with most 
trapdoor expansions is that they 
do not check the status of the 
PCMCIA slot and just assume that 
it is available. | did read that one 
memory expansion was ‘PCMCIA 
aware’ and would avoid the 
problem. It is well within the power 
of the expansion designers to 
produce products that don't upset 
things. | suppose the real problem 
was that there were no PCMCIA 
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This amazing pocket sized modem is on 2 Amiga User International 


special offer to AUI readers. 
The RoadRunner Rocket modem can get 
you into the mobile communications world! 


Modem Internet Offer 


| | 
| PO Box 10, Sunderland SR4 6SN | 
| Please send me the Roadrunner Rocket Internet Fax Modem | 
| | 

Features: | 

° High speed V32 bis tax/Modem © 14400 Data. with throughput | 

upto 57,000 bps ¢ V42, V42 bis, MNP 1-5 e Group III (Class 2) Fax 

to 9600 bps ¢ Small, light and ruggedly designed for user on the 

move ¢ Free serial cable, 9V battery and PSU. 

And Andest, its creators, will give you: 

* A FREE copy of the Internet magazine ¢ FREE access to the Internet 

for up to 80 hours © FREE access to CompuServe (£10 credit) 

° A FREE comprehensive guide to getting started on the Internet 

° 50% off the annual subscription for the Internet magazine 

* A special offer on Internet and CompuServe training courses 

° A special offer on membership of the UK Internet User Group 
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products in the early days, and the 


memory expansion designers 
based their products on the A500 
range of computers. 

When you use an accelerator it 
is possible (and desirable) to 
connect some RAM directly to the 
processor Bus. This is much faster 
than accessing RAM via the 
Amiga system and enhances the 
performance. As this type of 
memory is well outside of the 
Autoconfig space anyway the 
problem does not occur. 
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Dear AUI, 

in the September issue, the 
Toolbox page featured 
redirection and looked to be 
something that would be very 
useful to me, the facility to DIR 
a disk and store the file in RAM. 

Excellent, but | have a niggle. 
It does not work, | have been 
tearing my hair out for days 
trying everything to find out 
what is going wrong. 

Following the instructions in 
the article brings up a requester 
box asking for DIR>ram:disklist 
and | am at a loss as how to 
answer that question, can you? 

A.Sheldon 
Nottingham 


- Dear A.Sheldon, 

Oh dear, you are going to lose the 
rest of your hair now, the answer 
is so simple. 


DIR {space} > {space} 
ram:disklist 


Spaces are known as 
delimiters and tell the Amiga when 
the various command words end. 
Rather like English. 
Ifitypedlikethis, it is not very clear, 
but If | typed like this, inserting the 
spaces, it makes more sense. The 
interesting thing is that the Amiga 
is quite happy with a filename of 
DIR>RAM:disklist which is what 
the Requester is asking you for! 
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Dear AUI, 

| have an Amiga 1200 (Serial 
Number 3028631) complete with 
an 85Mb internal hard drive 
(Serial Number KQ012599) and 
external drives Df1: a Cumana 
CAX 1000S 5.25 inch diskette 
drive (Serial Number 17983), 











and Df2: a Miles Gordon 
Technology LifeTime 3.5 inch 
diskette drive (Serial Number 
PA-100264); a Logic 3 
SpeedMouse, and following 
your review in the June 1995 
issue, a Seikosha SL-96 colour 
printer (Serial Number 28N 
05398). 

On the underside of the 
A1200 is a sticker which reads 
“85Mb hard drive fitted”, and on 
the actual packaging it states 
that no hard drive is fitted! As 
you will see from the 
information (“Quick Grabbed” 
from Sysinfo V3.23) on the 
accompanying disk, in the 
drawer entitled 
QuickGrab.Sysinfo.Pics, file 
named Sysinfo.SCSI; the actual 
size of the drive appears to be 
81Mb. It also seems to be listed 
as a SCSI device as opposed to 
the more conventional IDE 
device. 

Also the hard drive 
formatting software (that 
accompanied the A1200), 
namely GVP’s FaaastPrep 2.0, 
suggests that it is also a SCSI 
device. 

Further, during my initial 
experimentation with the 
FaaastPrep software, | 
performed successfully, and 
without any apparent damage to 
the hard drive, a low level 
format, on one or two 
occasions, on the basis | 
wondered what a low level 
format was, and what would it 
actually do etc. The 
documentation that was 
included on the installation 
(And | use the term loosely) 
disk, didn’t suggest that it 
shouldn’t or couldn’t be done 
etc. 

| have since read, that doing 
a low level format on an IDE 
drive would render it unsuitable 
for the purpose for which it was 
designed, so it is not an option | 
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will be using again, just in case. 

Do you think from the above, 
that | actually have a (Third 
Party?) SCSI hard drive in the 
A1200? Could you also perhaps 
explain (if possible) what the 
differences between the two 
drives are, and perhaps some 
do’s and don’ts for each 
particular type of drive. 
Alternatively, perhaps at some 
stage, you would consider 
doing a feature on this. | only 
started purchasing your 
magazine since January 1995, 
on the basis that my regular 
Amiga periodical (Amiga 
Computing), no longer suited 
my interests. 

As you can see from the 
above list of peripherals, my 
external drives are both of 
rather dated technology. The 
MGT 3.5 inch drive has its own 
power supply, but sadly no 
through-port, and was 
purchased as an addition to my 
A500, several years ago. The 
other drive, namely the Cumana 
CAX 1000S is, despite its age, a 
fairly recent acquisition. 
Originally on offer for £134.95, | 
obtained it for a mere £25.00, on 
the basis that | have a 
collection of about 200 5.25 
inch diskettes, and would like to 
be able to use them, with 
AmigaDOS and if possible, MS- 
DOS. 

The drive, although boxed, 
did not come with any 
instructions, or with a specific 
device driver. | have instead, 
used a driver found on my older 
Workbench disks, (Versions 1.2, 
1.3 2.04), which | have retained 
on the basis that | have 
purchased all of the base 
equipment and upgrades over a 
period of time. A copy of the 
driver is on the accompanying 
disk in the drawer entitled 
pOSDriver, file named DF1. 

The Cumana CAX 1000S has 
a 40/80 track switch, and 
according to the packaging, is 
MS-DOS compatible. Currently, 
| only seem to be able to access 
tracks 0-39, with the switch in 
either position, even though on 
the device driver for DF1 
HighCyl =79. With the 5.25 inch 
diskettes formatted to DC-FFS, | 
can get 438K per disk which is 
obviously better than the 
standard 360K of my former 
IBM PC days. 

Is it possible to be able to 
access the full 80 tracks on this 
type of medium, and possibly a 
full 880K using AmigaDOS? 
Also, could you help me with a 
suitable driver for using this 


drive with MS-DOS? | have 
experimented with a modified 
version of the PCO device driver 
utilising the mfm.device, in 
order to achieve this, on the 
basis that half 720K should be 
360K, but cannot read any of 
my PC Disks formatted with 
MS-DOS 3.1. Any ideas? 

To be honest, | would like to 
get the best out of both worlds 
if | can, using the CAX 1000S 
for both AmigaDOS and 
MS-DOS. But, even if | can only 
use the drive for AmigaDOS, 
then | can archive (using LZX) 
quite a lot of data files, on to 
the 5.25 inch diskettes, 
particularly if they are not going 
to be used on a regular basis. 

| particularly enjoy your 
magazine, especially for the 
cover disks, which contain 
shareware as opposed to rather 
dated commercial offerings. 
Don’t get me wrong, if! see a 
magazine that has a commercial 
program on it that | can 
probably use, then | will buy 
that magazine, just for the cover 
disk. However, your publication 
scores more highly with me, 
because of its comprehensive 
news/snippets cover, and more 
especially, your “Amiga Answer 
Machine”, which usually 
provides me with a lot of useful 
help. | often found that if | have 
had a problem, a solution is 
usually available in this section. 

| am using the EuroStyle 
Font (Size 12) for this letter, 
which was supplied on your 
June 1995 Cover disks. | have 
installed all of the “Outline” 
fonts on to the hard drive, and 
would be more than happy to 
see some more of them on 
future cover disks. Hint. Hint. 

Alan G. Smith 
Doncaster 


Dear Alan, 

The story of hard drives and the 
A1200 is a bit strange. It was 
intended that no hard drives would 
be fitted to A1200s directly. If a 
buyer wanted a hard drive then it 
would be approved dealer fitted. 
The idea at the time was that as 
hard drives were expensive, not 
many buyers would want one. 
Hence the ‘no hard drive fitted’ 
message on the box. When a 
hard drive was fitted a sticker 
was attached. 

At the time IDE drives and 
interfaces were cheaper than 
SCSI, so the A1200 is fitted with 
an IDE interface. The driver 
software makes this look like a 
SCSI device, so that the normal 
disk utility program will work. This 
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is why Sysinfo and any other 
program thinks there is a SCSI 
device fitted. 

A hard drive is a hard drive, the 
basic hardware is the same. The 
IDE and SCSI terms refer to the 
interface that connects to the 
drive. SCSI is better for 
expandability and speed (when 
you get to high end machines) for 
low end use, such as the A1200 
you can consider the drives to be 
identical. Some drives can be low 
level formatted others cannot. 
Generally, IDE interfaces don’t like 
to be low level formatted, so you 
are wise not to use that feature. 
However, | think that it is disabled 
unless you are actually talking to a 
SCSI device. 

The settings in the mountlist 
look OK but | don’t know anything 
about the Cumana CAX1000S. It 
sounds as if the 40/80 switch is 
not working correctly. | think that 
you will have to open up the box 
and have a look at where the 
head is stopping. | have come 
across similar devices in the past 
(on other machines), there is often 
a small electronic circuit inside 
that doubles the head step pulse 
when in 40 track mode. This 
means that the disk writes to 
every other track when in 40 track 
mode. This is not a very good 
arrangement, but it did work well 
enough for reading 40 track disks. 

You will have to look very 
carefully at your IBM system. If 
you are using High Density 5.25 
disks they will be 1.2Mb which will 
be the cause of your problem. 
Format your disks to 720k and 
you will be able to read them. 
Once you get the drive switching 
sorted out you will be able to use 
MSDOS or Amiga formatted disks 
as you want, the Amiga is clever 
enough to auto detect the type of 
disk in use. 

The system that the Amiga 
uses to read and write MSDOS 
format is CrossDos, you will find a 
section on this in the AmigaDOS 
manual. The driver is actually the 
mfm.device. You will need to copy 
the PCO: and PC17: icons in the 
DOSdrivers drawer and edit them 
to match your drive settings. Once 
you have a mountlist set up for a 
PC disk then things should start 
working. The mountlist should look 
something like this for a 3.5 inch 
drive. You should find this file in 
‘your 

Storage drawer: 


FileSystem = 
L:CrossDOSFileSystem 
Device = mfm.device 
Unit) =1 

Flags =1 


Surfaces =2 
BlocksPerTrack = 9 
Reserved =1 
Interleave = 0 
LowCyl =O 
HighCyl = 79 
Buffers =5 
BufMemType = 0 
StackSize = 600 
Priority =5 
GlobVec =-1 
DosType = 0x4D534400 


ie YS 
———- 


Dear AUI, 

| have a few questions that | 
would be really grateful if you 
could answer. 

| own an A500 (with 1 Meg), 
running on a Sony Trinitron TV, 
an Action Reply MK Ill, and a 
Citizen Swift 9 printer, and a 
Genius b+w scanner. | also own 
a PC. 

1. Is there any way | can read 
and write (not emulate) PC 
disks on my Amiga 500? | have 
read about CrossDos, PCTask, 
MessySid etc. but the adverts | 
have seen don’t state whether 
they work on an A500. I’m not 
sure which of these would 
work, if any, and would not 
need any additional hardware? 
I’m not sure whether my disk 
drive could handle PC disks 
(especially High Density ones) 
or would the software sort this 
out? 

2. Is there an Amiga emulator 
available for the PC? | know 
this may not be your thing, but 
your knowledge is far better 
than any other Amiga mag. | 
know if there is, would it be 
possible to have a contact 
no./address of where | can get 
it. If there is one, is it any good 
and how would it work (I don’t 
think my PC is Amiga disk 
compatible. I’m not sure). Oh, 
by the way, my PC is a 486 SX 
33MHz with a 1 Gig HD, a CD 
ROM drive (dual speed) and all 
the rest (3.5 inch disk, 
keyboard, etc.). Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m not getting rid of my 
Amiga. | love my Amiga and use 
it more than my PC. It’s just that 
| have a mammoth HD with lots 
of lovely space on my PC, and it 
would be ever so useful to run 
my fave Amiga programs on it. 

3. What are ARexx Macros 
and how would I go about 
making one on my A500. 

4. What is the latest version 
of Powerpacker and where can | 
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get it from? (I did have V4a on a 
PD utility disk but | wiped it off 
as soon as | realised it was a 
dodgy pirate cracked copy.) 

5. Lastly, | read Mark 
Stratton’s letter in the October 
issue - he’s right about CCO: on 
the A1200 but | don’t know what 
it is either. | think it is listed in 
that early startup thing or in 
directories on program file 
requesters. 

Luke Stammers 
Hants 


Dear Luke, 

CrossDos is a commercial 
program, but was supplied with 
Workbench 2.1 and above. There 
are several PD versions available. 
All Amigas can read 720K DD PC 
format disks. You need a high 
density drive to read the 1.44Mb 
disks. Check the version of 
Workbench with the program first. 
The PC is limited by what its 
floppy controller chip can do. The 
Amiga controller is part of the 
custom chipset, and is much more 
controllable. Hence the Amiga can 
read PC disks, but not the other 
way around. 

There is NO Amiga emulator 
for the PC. There was a spoof 
program a few years ago, but that 
just displayed a picture of a 
Workbench screen and then did a 
‘Guru’. 

Have a look at TwinExpress. 
This is a program for the Amiga 
and PC, it allows each machine to 
‘see’ the other’s drives. It uses the 
serial port so is quite slow, but at 
least it gives a form of network 
connection that works. You will 
also find it useful for reading CDs 
on the Amiga via the PC. 

ARexx is a version of the Rexx 
macro language. ARexx comes as 
standard with WB2.0 and above, 
and is available as a separate 
package. It is a programming 
language like Basic, but it has the 
ability to ‘talk’ to other programs 


that have a built in ARexx port. 
This makes it ideal for inter 
program control. It is also very 
good for text manipulation. 

You might have noticed that the 
Answers are sorted into various 
groups, Prog, OS, Comms etc. 
Well, | don’t sit down and sort the 
letters out manually. | just include 
a simple identifier in each letter, 
and wrote a little ARexx program 
to scan the file, and output a 
sorted set of letters. 

Powerpacker 2.3 was the last 
shareware version. The latest is 
4.0b and is a commercial offering. 
| don’t use the nasty program 
myself, but would suggest you try 
the better Imploder. Contact your 
preferred PD library. 

All | can say is that there is no 
CCO: in WB3 on the A4000 which 
is the system | use. | have 
scanned all the files and found 
nothing. If it is a real device then it 
will have a mountlist entry. That 
should tell you what it is. Look in 
Devs/dosdrivers or 
Storage/dosadrivers. If it is an old 
style thing there may be a file 
called mountlist in the devs: 
directory that you can look at. 

(It has been pointed out by AUI 
readers that CCO: is the PCMCIA 
device) 
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Dear AUI, 

| am the owner of a 1200 which 
benefits from a 60Mb hard drive 
and an Apollo 1220 accelerator 
with 4Mb of Fast RAM and 
68882 FPU. It is the last of these 
items which led to my enquiry. 
The FPU is accessed by some 
of the software | use, but not by 
some packages which would 
benefit from a little extra zip 
and it would appear, not by 
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HiSoft Basic2. Are there to your 
knowledge, any utilities out 
there which intercept maths 
instructions from any program 
that’s running and direct it to 
the FPU? (If indeed this is 
possible) | look forward to your 
reply. 

Lastly, thanks to Visage 
computers for the 1220, a rare 
opportunity for us of the 
peasant population of 
Amigadom to enjoy some extra 
whizz from our cream box of 
tricks. 

Mr L.L. Webb 
Bristol 


Dear Mr. Webb, 

Not all things will be improved by 
the FPU, generally it is only the 
floating point and transcendental 
functions that get a boost. 
Providing that the package utilises 
the supplied IEEE mathematical 
libraries, then the FPU will be 
utilised if available. 

This is not quite as effective as 
compiling the program to directly 
use the FPU, but it does a very 
good job. 

You might like to investigate 
Fmath, by Martin Berndt, which 
you can find on Aminet CD or on- 
line in the utillibs directory. This is 
a highly optimised library. 
However, for your system only the 
transcendental functions will show 
any improvement, 





Dear AU/I, 

| wonder if you could please 
help me regarding a problem | 
have with my 1200. | am new to 
this game, 50 years of age and 
finding it hard to master the 
computer system. 


120 Meg H/drive 

1230 Ill Blizzard 50Mhz Turbo 
Board Connected to G-Lock, 
Monitor, Videos etc. 


There are no problems with 
the video side of things. On 
initial switch-on | get the 
message “Error: Couldn’t open 
_ disk font library V38.” | click 3 
times and the Workbench then 
window appears. 

| installed Scala 300 

D/Paint IV 

Superbase 2 

Video ??? 

G.B. Routes 

WordWorth - and all were 





working perfectly until | 
purchased a Trust Ami Scan 
colour scanner from Power 
Computing. This scanner has 
been sent back twice with 
loading problems. | tried to 
install the scanner program on 
HD and then my problems 
started. | cannot load the 
following: 


Scala 300 - can’t open 
version 0 of diskfont.library 
D/Paint IV - can’t open 

diskfont.library 
Scanner - can’t open 
ASL.library 


Superbase 2, Video and GB 
Route load OK, Wordworth can’t 
open necessary library files. 

Scroller 2, once a doddle 
also gives me problem with the 
program crashing or locking 
preventing me from completing 
my editing. When | click on 
scanner docs icon nothing 
happens. When | click on install 
nothing happens. When | click 
on scanner icon (cannot open 
ASL.library). 

My main problem is that no 
one else has an Amiga, they are 
all with PCs etc. so | cannot 
exchange programs to try it out. 

| have read the instruction 
book with the 1200 but I’m none 
the wiser. Can you please help? 

Terry Jackson 
Gwynedd 


Dear Terry, 

What an annoying problem, and 
it's so easy to solve. Your problem 
is that the installer program used 
by the scanner software seems to 
have deleted some important 
system files from the Amiga. You 
have been told what the files are, 
ASL.Library and DiskFont. library. 
These libraries which are 
collections of common software 
routines that any program can call 
on, live in the LIBS: drawer (or 
directory) of your boot disk. 
Diskfont allows access to the fonts 
stored on disk, and ASL is a 
requester system, the thing that 
gives you your file selector lists 
and such like. 

We gave a program away ona 
SuperDisk some time ago, called 
SnoopDos. It is complex, but it will 
monitor the system and tell you 
what is being loaded and where 
from, also if it fails. Not all failures 
are serious, as you have 
discovered. Workbench loads up 
without the diskfont library and 
works just as well. 

The Scroller problem might be 


related, but might not. It’s not easy 
to tell without investigating further. 

The cure is to replace the 
missing files from your Workbench 
Master disks. There are two 
methods that you can use. The 
quickest is, if you have a directory 
utility such as DOpus or Sid, open 
up your LIBS: device, (or 
SYS:LIBS, the same thing) and 
then open the main install floppy 
and find the LIBS drawer on that. 
You should find the missing 
libraries there. COPY them from 
the floppy into your hard drive 
LIBS drawer. It’s a good idea to 
write protect the master floppy 
disks first. Of course, if you have 
working backups of your master 
disks, use them instead. 

The second method is a little 
more tedious, but it does work. 
Open up your hard drive 
Workbench drawer and then 
select window/show/allfiles from 
the Workbench menu bar. You 
should then see a few more 
drawers and program appear. Find 
the LIBS drawer and open it up. 

Put the floppy in the drive, and 
open the window, make sure the 
window is selected and then select 
the show all files option again. 
Find the LIBS drawer and open it. 
Find the missing ASL.Library, and 
Diskfont.Library and drag then 
across into your hard drive LIBS 
directory. Remove the floppy and 
reboot. You should find that things 
will now work as normal. 





If you cannot find the correct 
LIBS on the main boot disk, check 
out the other disks, the libraries 
are there, they may have been 
moved to other directories. (They 
are on the main boot disk of my 
system) 





Dear AUI. 
| have an Amiga A600 with an 
A601 512k RAM expansion fitted 


PUP Wana 





into my trapdoor, a MPS1230 
printer, and a Cumana external 
disk drive. 

| am considering upgrading 
my system to perhaps the new 
WB 3.1 as | will in a few months 
have about £90.00. As | am 
unemployed this is a lot right 
now. 

So could you please tell me, 
will the WB 3.1 work on the 
A600 and if so then will the 
difference be that good 
compared to the 2.05 that | am 
presently using? 

| believe the WB 3.1 has a 
256 colour WB and CrossDos 
fitted but that is all | know about 
it. | am not looking for 
something that will be super 
fast because my A600 does 
exactly what | want it to. 

That is word processing, DTP 
using Pagesetter, DPaint 4 and 
Personal Paint 4, but if the new 
WB 3.1 has not that much of an 
advantage then should | not 
bother? 

Also, | will be at college from 
September of this year doing 
GCSE computer studies, so | 
expect that | shall be reading 
some PC files. | am using 
Multi-Dos on my WB 2.05 at the 
moment so | can read other 
ASCIl files from another PC. 

Also is it correct for me to 
say that Escom are only doing 
the new A1200, A4000T and, of 
course, the Commodore 64, or 


will they be doing the A600 as 
well or is the A600 dead and 
gone? 

The WB 3.1 seems the only 
way of upgrading without 
costing me an arm and a leg, or 
should | save my £90.00 and 
sell my A600 in order to get the 
new A1200 when it comes out? 

M.J.Lee 
Wigan 


Dear M.J.Lee, 

WB 3 and its variants added 
things such as datatypes and 
multiview, but apart from that WB 
3 was really designed around the 
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use of the AGA colour chipset. 

The A600 does not have this 
chipset, so it will gain very little. 
Save your cash and stick with 
WB2. 

The A600 was really a 
re-engineered A500, utilising 
surface mount construction. | very 
much doubt if there is a market for 
such a machine and the silence of 
Escom about it is significant. It’s 
not dead and gone if it serves 
your purpose, but | doubt whether 
you will see Escom making any 
more. 


Dieses 
So 


Dear AUI, 

System details; 

Amiga 1200 CPU 68030/68881 
FPU/68030MMU 

Custom chips; AA Pal Alice 
id=$0023. AA Lisa id=$00F8 
Kickstart version 39.106. Exec 
version 39.47. Disc version 
39.29 

RAM attributes $605 (FAST) at 
$200000-$9FFFFF (8.0meg) 
$703 (CHIP) at $400-$1FFFFF 
(~2.0meg) 

Ram (unidentified) 2192/32 
($890/$20) @ $20000 8 meg 
mem. 

85 meg SCSI hard drive Second 
floppy disc drive Canon BJ10 
printer 

| think that’s all the technical 
bits. 


PROBLEM - programs crash. 


When loading a saved file on 
Final Writer 3 - not necessarily 
a long file - a single page will 
crash (example enclosed) - 
when scrolling towards the end, 
the program locks up, and gives 
the error 8000 003/4/5, with the 
option to Suspend or Reboot. 
Image FX crashes error 8000 
000B Epoch (Brilliant shareware 
from Jack Pritchard, little plug!) 
crashes 8100 000F/3/4. — 

I’ve spoken to Softwood re 
FW - very helpful and friendly , 
and they advised that the 
problem seems to be programs 
interfering with each other, 
(libraries?) rather than their 
product. They suggested | 
delete it and install it again. 
Using DOpus 4, | deleted 
everything from the hard disk 
and put everything on again, 
but the problems persist. 
Reading various articles, it 
seems that any error 8000 is a 
memory type problem , but 





what/where is it? I’ve used 
SnoopDos (enclosed) to read 
fails, but it doesn’t mean a lot to 
me. Can you help please? 

Also, whether it’s relevant or 
not, the RAM disk/ENV always 
seems to contain certain files - 
DOpus/MU\W/Iconian/Kickstart 
and a couple of others. Should 
they be there? Why are they 
there? Would programs 
installed to hard drive before | 
got the 030 recognise the faster 
system and run at the faster 
speed? Or would | have to 
re-install those? 

I’m hoping you can help me 
as it’s very annoying not being 
able to amend many of the 
saved files. I’m also hoping that 
your reply is not too technical. 

| enclose a stamped 
envelope - if you think this sort 
of problem and solution could 
be beneficial to readers you 
might like to include it (in which 
case you've gained a stamp!!) 
or if not a reply. 

Keep up the excellent work 
assisting Amiga users, and 
promoting Amiga programs and 
technology - | hope, with Escom 
now having taken over 
Commodore, the Amiga 
computers will once again be 
recognised for what they are - 
brilliant. 

Mick Day 


Dear Mick, 

You do seem to be running into 
quite a few problems. Guru 8000 
is not a memory problem as such, 
but it could be caused by memory 
trouble. Guru 8000 is a CPU error, 
the specific errors of 3,4,5 and B 
are 


3 = Addressing Error 

4 = Illegal instruction 

5 = Divide by zero 

B = Op-Code 1111 attempted 


8100 O00f/3/4/ 
81 is an exec library error, 


| don’t know what f is, but 3 is a 
library checksum error, and 4 is a 
make library - no memory. 

You mention the faster system, 
| assume that you have fitted an 
accelerator, if so you have told me 
about it. 

The 030 is similar to the 020, 
and programs should not have to 
be reinstalled. However some 
programs may provide ‘tuned’ 
versions that run faster on the 
020/030/040 processors this will 
depend on the program. 
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The ENV: directory lives in 
RAM, and if you look carefully 
you will find a directory called 
ENVARC: During startup, the 
ENVARC directory is copied to 
RAM: and named ENV: . This is 
short for environment, this is 
where many programs store their 
configuration settings. 

The problems that you are 
getting could be almost anything. 
Some things for you to look out 
for: 

How are you launching the 
programs? DOpus has been 
known to upset some programs. 

Try turning off the CPU caches 
(hold down both mouse buttons on 
boot, select boot options, and 
checkmark the disable CPU 
caches) 

If you have a memory checking 
program, run that for a couple of 
hours. 

You might be suffering from 
memory corruption. Wild programs 


can cause this, so make a boot 
floppy that just starts up the basic 
system, don’t enable MUI DOpus 
MagicWB or anything like that. 
Then run the programs manually 
and see what happens. 

The memory itself may be 
having problems, the A1200 has a 
very marginal power unit, and you 
have a Hard drive, and memory 
expansion, and external floppy. 
Reduce the load on the power 
unit, or try a heavy duty power unit 
(A500 power units work fine and 
give twice the output of the A1200 
unit). If the power supply is a bit 
low, then all sorts of unexpected 
things could happen. 

lf you can, remove the 8Megs 
of memory and accelerator (if 
fitted) as that will be the biggest 
user of power. 

If the expansion memory is on 
SIMMs, it might be worth checking 
to see if they are locked down 
correctly. AUI 


When writing to Amiga Answers please include as 
much information as possible about your system 
and about which software/hardware you are 
running. This will help determine what your 
problem might be and its solution! 

Send your questions to: 


Amiga Answers, Amiga User International 
Unit2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road 
London NW1 8LX 
or E-MAIL: 
amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk 
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ou may have read, in last 
month’s AUI of course, that 
the boss of U.S. software 
giant Oracle, one Larry 
Ellison, cast doubt on the apparent 
future dominance of Microsoft by say- 
ing that the days of the PC were coming 
to an end. He made this somewhat 
surprising suggestion, in the unans- 
wering presence of Bill Gates, because 
he maintained that the next stage in the 
electronic revolution would be cheap 
“Internet devices”. These would elimi- 
nate the need for the less than efficient, 
but more expensive PCs, as everything 
would be downloadable over the Net. 

It's always inadvisable to scoff when 
in the know guys like Ellison go out on 
a limb, they sometimes know have the 
juice on what's going on and wait ea- 
gerly for some incautious contradic- 
tion. Even Bill gates wasn’t going to 
take on Oracle’s boss. 

In this case, it is clear that Ellison 
had something on which to base his 
apparent wild statement, for lo and 
behold, he has followed it up a few 
weeks later with an announcementthat 
could have a major effect on his pre- 
dicted process of replacing PCs - or 
any home computer - with lower cost 
“Internet devices”. Ellison has now said 
that next year Oracle is launching real- 













This month Anthony Mael 
trawis the Net and sails home 
with a catch that has 
everything from interactive 
video and email viruses, to 
supermodels and red ribbons 
made from kisses. 


time interactive video for the Internet. 
The Oracle system, called WebTV, will 
let Internet users view video directly, 
selecting parts of whateveris presented, 
stopping or starting when they wish. 

One the main drawbacks to the 
Internet presently is that getting video 
off it is a clumsy and time-consuming 
business - as anyone who has tried to 
download it will know. So awkward is it 
that rarely does anyone even try. Itcan 
take hours, which makes it very expen- 
sive and impractical. 

WebTV will eliminate that delay, 
Oracle says. However, it isn’t going to 
take over the whole of the Internet 
straight away. Ellison indicated that 
WebTV wouldinitially be aimed at busi- 
ness users with access to high speed 
telecommunications networks, deliver- 





ing applications such as training and 
electronic commerce. 

Consumer access will take some- 
what longer to arrive, but arrive it will 
says Ellison, as soon as there are the 
much vaunted high speed public net- 
works of the Superhighway. One of the 
applications forthe general public could 
well be interactive shopping. This would 
bring in the big retailers and their vast 
marketing budgets, which are paid for 
by the consumer as higher prices. 

There are advantages for the kind 
of interactivity WebTV can offer over 
the stumbling beginnings of “interac- 
tive television” which some of the cable 
stations have been providing. TVs are 
linked to what is, in effect, a central 
computer - at the transmitter. 

WebTV could link users - no longer 
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just viewers - with computers at numer- 
ous sites. So they could choose which- 
ever sites they wish to interact with. A 
method similar to that which Internetters 
today use to the sites and the pages of 
thousands of companies or providers. 

lt appears that WebTV can make 
these coming miracles of Net technol- 
ogy happen because it utilises Oracle's 
well-tried video database software for 
the interactive TV bit, and combines it 
with developments of already existing 
Internet software. 

lf Oracle can get this system into 
general use it mightwell turn the Internet 
into a really mass market communica- 
tions tool with the power that TV has 
today. If that were to happen, as in any 
increasing market, the cost of the de- 
vice on which to receive and use it 


Due to the nature of 
Net communications tt 
is impossible to know 
_ the real gender or 
identity of anyone with 
whom you 
‘communicate. 





would fall as the sales rose. Initial re- 
ports putthe price of “Interactive Internet 
Sets” at about £175, but they are ex- 
pected come down to below that figure. 
Maybe Microsoft will not dominate the 
computer world for so long as many 
fear after all.. 


Frog Marching 
Forward 


You might not think that dissecting a 
frog was a sign of progress in the on- 
line world, but it could be. A school in 
Virginia, USA, has gone to the trouble 
of putting up on the Neta step-by-step, 
if somewhat gruesome, dissection of 
the jumping reptile. There are lots of 
graphics, and loads of instructions. This 
has been picked up by a British com- 
prehensive school, Hinchingbrooke in 
Cambridgeshire, who have their own 
Web site. 

This innovative school not only has 
both its official and alternative maga- 
zines up there on the Net, but also 
provides a “Hinchingbrooke Hot List” of 
useful material it has found in its sur- 











No techies . . . comes cheap but nasty language is free. 


veys of the Net, including the frog which 
doesn't seem to be in any condition to 
get cut up about you clicking on it to see 
what it’s made of. 

There are other educational things 
happening Netstyle too. Research 
Machines, the largest supplier of PCs 
to schools in the UK, has become a 
provider and is selling schools an 
“Internet For Learning” service. Over 
600 schools are now linked into it. On 
this service schools can access the 
whole of the Internet, but Research 
Machines provide special paths through 
the Net. This enables schools to ensure 
that the more inquisitive pupils can’t get 
to the porno bits, the paedophile rings, 
or any other alt. conferences that are 
supposed to haunt the online world and 
corrupt any unwary kid. 


FBI Blows its 
Porn 


Any online porn problems always re- 
ceive the widest publicity, andthis tends 
to overshadow the fact that such things 
must be a minute portion of what goes 
out over the networks. Government 
organisations which fear the “great an- 
archic event’, as the Internet has been 
called, as something they cannot con- 
trol, are always keen to show that such 


nasty goings on are in need of their © 


close official attention. 

The FBI has, with a considerable 
fanfare, boasted that it has arrested a 
dozen people allegedly involved in the 
distribution of child pornography and 
using the Netfor luring children into vice. 


The FBI apparently had been carrying 
out an investigation over the last two 
years, initiated after a ten year old boy 
disappeared. He has never been found. 
The investigators soon discovered that 
paedophiles were trading pornographic 
images over the Netvia America Online, 
a legitimate US Internet service, and 
also on other Net providers. 

There have been many warnings 
that due to the nature of Net communi- 
Cations it is impossible to know the real 
gender or identity of anyone with whom 
you communicate. The perverts should 
have been aware of this for, as a part of 
the “scam”, an FBI agent posed as a 15 
year old girl and exchanged explicit 
sexual comments with a 32 year old. 
He injudiciously turned up at a date ina 
shopping mall only to find himself ar- 
rested by the G-Men. You cannot trust 
anybody nowadays. 


No Techies 
Allowed 


Jan Murray, the man who created PC 
World, the UK’s first chain of computer 
superstores, is backing the launch of 
Global Internet, a new Internet pro- 
vider. Global Internet is intending to 
offer the cheapest service but, Murray 
says, “...is aimed at subscribers who 
don’t want a service run by techies for 
techies.” Whatever can he mean? 
Global Internet goes online shortly 
and has a sister company, Cyberpress, 
which is selling Internet software called, 
with great originality, “Total Internet”. It 
certainly is low cost at just £35. 





Never one to mince words Jan 
Murray says his market, apart from 
those who have just bought a multi- 
media PC and “ ...want their hand 
holding”, is really “...beople who are 
pissed off with their current service 
who just want the dialling software 
which we'll give them free.” 

More interesting than Murray’s 
somewhat brash view of the online 
world is that “Total Internet” will in- 
clude a product called “i-phone” 
which will allow two users of the 
software with microphones attached 
to their computers to talk to each 
other at local call rates - even across 
continents. BT. might not be very 
pleased at thatidea, especially as “i- 
phone” may also be sold as a 
standalone product. 


Build your 
own Home on 
the Web 


CompuServe subscribers will be 
able to claim their own spot in 
cyberspace using anewservice that 
computer users can design, build 
and submit their own personal home 
pages on the Web. CompuServe 
will offer the Home Page Wizard 
and Publishing Wizard, authoring 
tools to make, the company say, 
publishing on the Web easier. 

David Pool, executive VP for 
CompuServe’s Internet Division told 
AUI “ Home Page Wizard offers 
unprecedented access to the Web. 
It eliminates the difficult technical 
jargon and the complex submission 
process in order to offer the fun and 
value of the Web. 

Anyone who wants to stake their 
claim on the Internet frontier can do 
so with CompuServe’s Home Page 
Wizard. Once members have de- 
signed the page, they can automati- 
Cally test it in the browser of their 
choice to ensure it looks exactly as 
they intended”. 

CompuServe’s HomePage Wiz- 
ard and Publishing Wizard software 
will be available free to all 
CompuServe members. The scheme 
is open to anyone on the Internet, 
and will be in production shortly. 
Contact: CompuServe on 0800 
289378. 


CyberSuds 


The UK’s first Internet laundry has 
opened in Derby. Jane Murray, a 
graduate student, convinced owner 
Brian King to equip his Launderama 
for access to the Internet. Sponsor- 
ship for the project, which runs for 
a 1 month trial period, came from 
none other than soap sud giants 
Lever Brothers. 

Is this a confirmation of our sus- 
picions that all the drama associ- 
ated with the millions rushing to get 


online and into CyberSpace is turning the 
whole thing into a soap opera? 


Which Web? 


With over 1500 UKT specific Web sites 
listed, Systematic Marketing’s UK Index 
Web is said to be proving popular with 
surfers. Thousands have accessed the 
pages since its inception a few weeks ago. 

The site, its address is http:// 
www.ukindex.co.uk, covers a variety of 
topics ranging from art to weather includ- 
ing travel advice from the Foreign Office, 
BBC news stories, and summaries from 
‘The Economist’. 


ANII Info Today 


lf you want to understand the American 
National Information Infrastructure (NII) - 
there’s a mouthful for you - then youcan do 
no better than connect to their Virtual 
Library home page. 

Here you will find links to Stateside 
universities, museums, corporations, and 
government agencies that have an inter- 
est in using the Nil. As well as information 
for users and developers. 

The Nil Virtual Library is at http:// 
nii.nist.gov | 


Get Your 
Electronic Facts 


Here 

Readers interested in digital electronics 
would be well advised to check out the 
world wide information bulletin board 
digiNet. Information from leading trade 
journals, the DTI, and the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce can be viewed by 
connecting to the http://www.digiNet.co.uk/ 
web site. 


Careless Talk 


Costs 


One of the first cases to concern a libel on 
the Internet, in fact one of the first to be a 
matter of defamation on a computer mes- 
sage system, has come to a head with the 
agreement by Norwich Union, one of the 
UK’s biggest insurance companies, not to 


- repeat allegations made by electronic mail 


against Western Provident, a private medi- 
cal insurance company. 

The interesting part of this action is 
that the cause of it came not in any public 
communication but in “private” exchanges 
of email messages between Norwich Un- 
ion staff. Western Provident apparently 
found out that Norwich Union staff had 
been saying nasty things about them, and 
Norwich Union have been forced to hand 
over the email messages and to carry out 
an investigation to discover how widely the 
messages have been disseminated within 
its own organisation. 

The whole matter of libellous material 
being transmitted over the Net is a hide- 
ously complex affair and so far, as anyone 
can discover, there are no hard and fast 
rules yet in place. However, it is thought 
that the Lord Chancellor, England’s top 


DECEMBER 1995 * AU/ BB:t) 











AUI USER Port 





legal honcho, intends to puta bill before 
Parliament next year which will attempt 
to legislate for defamation in email and 
the Internet. So watch what you put up 
on the Net (that means you too; Matt 
Bettinson) you could be dragged into 
Court and have millions awarded 
against you. 


Pianet Means 


Business 
Planet Online, which says it is the big- 
gest network in the UK, claims that 
“The massive marketing potential of 
the Internet is set to be released.” This 
modest little claim comes about be- 
cause they are offering a complete 
package consisting of an “ultra-fast 
ISDN link to the Internet, computer 
hardware and software, plus training, 
round-the-clock-support and Web 
pages for a fixed monthly fee.” 

Planet's Marketing Director Phil 
Wade told AUI, “Companies have in- 
vested thousands of pounds to gain 
fast access to the information 
superhighway, but all that has hap- 
pened is that they have hit the traffic 
quicker.. Companies have been sold 
the theory that all you need to do to take 
advantage of the Internet is to sign up 
with a service provider and away you 
go. The reality is rather different.” 

Planet's aimis to make itas easy as 
possible for companies to understand 
and use the Internet and that Planet's 
dedicated approach will see many more 
organisations switch on to the technol- 
ogy. 

Wade points out “At present the 
Internet is text and graphics based, but 
when online video arrives, and it is not 
far away, there will be an explosion of 
interest.” 

He must have been talking to - or 
consulting - the Oracle! 





ONLINE 
ENTERTAINMENT 95 


According to the organisers of the Online 
Entertainment 95 Conference, sub- 
scribers of online services are forecast 
to growatthe rate of more than 200,000 
per week during the next twelve months, 
generating annual revenues of more 
than £2 billion. This amazing growth 
will be discussed at the Conference. It 
takes place on November 23/24 at the 
Wembley Conference Centre, London. 

lf you are interested in Network 
games, server-based entertainment, 
interactive cable/satellite systems, 
multiplay technology, and product de- 
sign, then this might be the place to be. 
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Aplace at the two day eventis yours for 
only £934 inc. VAT. 

Contact: Blenheim on 0181 742 
2828 


Supermodels 


lf you are into the most beautiful girls in 
the world - and who wouldn't be if given 


the chance? - you can get a look at — 


them on the Net where there is a spe- 
cial site catering for your tastes in high 
level pulchritude. Try http://www. yahoo. 
com/Computers/Multimedia/Pictures/ 
Supermodel-Images. 


Safing the Net 


No, it’s not one of AU/s famous mis- 
prints. “Safing the Net’ is what the 
Health Education Authority wants surf- 
ers to do on December 1st - World 
AIDS Day. The HEA told AU/ that ce- 
lebrities who are helping outon that day 
on the Net include Joanna Lumley, 
Chris Evans, and Darcey Bussell (Who 
he?). They have donated their own 
unique Red Ribbon designs on the 
HEA World Wide Web site (hppt:// 
www.wad.hea.org.uk). 

In a new way to mark World AIDS 
day, the HEA wants surfers to take part 
in “Safing the Internet ... by festooning 
web sites and emails with red ribbons - 
the international symbol of AIDS aware- 
ness - the digital generation can help 
communicate the need to prevent the 
spread of HIV and AIDS.” The HEA 
wants every communication to carry a 
Red Ribbon, but we prefer to carry a 
condom instead. 

Visitors to the World AIDS day web 
site will be able to choose a ribbon to 
collect and use on their own web site 
and home pages. Designs include a 
Red Ribbon created out of lipstick kisses 
by Joanna Lumley, a Red Ribbon shirt 
by clothes designer Paul Smith, and 
Red Ribbon boxing gloves by former 
world champion Barry McGuigan. You 
can also download a red ribbon screen 
saver. 

So you of “the digital generation”, 
why not get red ribboning? You are 
unlikely to catch anything unpleasant 
while you are on the Net. At least until 
a different kind of virus gets you... 


The Word is 
Virus 


Though there have been many rumours, 
all of them unsubstantiated, about vi- 
ruses on the Net in the past, the fear 
has always been there that something 
vicious could creep across the Internet 
and fry the whole “digital generation”. 
Now, atleast partially, those fears have 
come true and a real Net virus threat 
has appeared. 

A virus called WinWord.Concept 
or WW6Macrois able to infect Microsoft 
Word documents and can spread to 
other Microsoft Word documents on 


Amiga WWW Browsers 


We owe to ICPUG and their interesting magazine a list of existing and | 
possibly future world wide web browsers for the Amiga. 


Presently Available 
Amiga Mosaic, the first and still the best known of the Amiga Broweer=:| s 


currently the only GUI browser. 


Amiga Lynx, this is a port of the most popular character-mode browser 
on the Web. It is the fastest on most platforms and thought to be the most 
stable of the currently available Amiga browsers. 

Emacs-w3, the W3 browser runs inside of GNU Emacs and is currently 
in version 18, but is thought still to lack stability. ; 


Upcoming Browsers | 


Weblink. 
1.3 and above. 
Juggler. 


This is being written in Amiga E. It should run on Workbench 


This is also being created specifically for the Amiga and it is 


thought likely to take advantage of the Amiga operating system. 


IBrowse. 


Coming from the same people who created Amiga Mosaic. 


Chamelion. This is a port of the X-Based Chamelion being created by 
Holger Kruse (kruse@cs.ucf.edu) who has an X server 


available. 


There is also thought to be one other Amiga browser under development 
called Tesseract, but not even the knowledgeable ICPUG has any details 
of it yet. If anyone has, we would like to hear from you and we'll pass the info 


on. 


any other computer running the pro- 
gram. These can be PCs running Win- 
dows, DEC Alphas running Windows, 
or even Macs, because they too run 
Microsoft Word. And, here comes the 
kick, because Microsoft Word docu- 
ments are often sent by email, the 
email virus which was feared is now a 
reality. 


Designs include 
a Red Ribbon 
created out of 


lipstick kisses by 
Joanna Lumley. 


Nobody knows who created the 
virus. Even Microsoft themselves, 
doubtless to their horror when it was 
discovered, actually distributed a virus 
infected CD-ROM. It was sent to all 
manufacturers of PCs before they 
launched Windows 95. The CD was 
intended to test the compatibility of PCs 
with Windows 95 and some of the PC 
manufacturers may well have passed 
the virus on to their customers. 

When they found out what had 
happened Microsoft hurried to put out 
an antidote on their own WWW server, 
though they didn’t actually admit that 
they could have been responsible for 
the virus distribution. 

What they didn’t say either was 





that, as the virus is written in Word 
Basic andatpresentisn’t really damag- 
ing, it could be changed into something 
much more dangerous and spread over 
the Net. 

It seems that there isn’t right now 
any ordinary anti-virus product which 
can detect the virus, but the famous Dr. 
Solomons, and other virus killer com- 
panies, can provide a special detector 
which you can download through the 
Internet by visiting their sites. 

As with sex in the real world, the 
Health Education Authority - see above 
- will tell you, better make sure you are 
safe in any intercourse. Communica- 
ble diseases, even on the Net, are no 
joke. AUI 


Additional material by 
David Ward and Martin Witton. 
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If you have any news, 
comments, letters, or 
technical questions, you 
ore la imexe)altcloiam- tO, mellg-relthy 
using this e-mail address: 


amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk 
Or you can join our amiga_user 


conference on CIX, or contact 
us personally with e-mail. 























HOW TOORDER LOWCOST DELIVERY 


Telephone OL 13 2319444 


£1.95 24 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 0 231-9191 
yi 


113 231 
£2.95 NEW! BBS Sales & Technical line Tel:_0113 231-1422 
£4.95 §-Mail sales@firstcom.demon.co.uk 


Rati ieare Open Sunday 
Late Night Opening | lam to 4pm 


Wednesday & Thursday 
till 7.30pm 


a 


COMPUTER CENTRE 













Order b yrs nhac quoting your 
Credit Card Number. If paying by 


h I ak I : 
“FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE" In any 


®Standard delivery 
@2-3 Week Days 
®Next Week Day 





LEEDS 










correspondence ple uote a 
Phone Number, Pdst Code & Dept. Delivery subject to stock availability AMIGA REPAIR canine 







Allow 5 working days cheque 
clearance 


SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT. AUI, UNIT3, ARMLEY PARK 
COURT, STANNINGLEY RD, LEEDS, 
LS122AE. 






@All prices include VAT @ 17.5% 
®Large showroom with parking 
®Multi-million pound company 
® Overseas orders welcome 
@Educational purchase orders welcome 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Prices are correct at the time of going to press. Please check our 
latest prices before ordering. All sales are subject to our standard 
terms & conditions(copy available upon request), ESOE, 


RAM Expansion 


| MB RAM Special low price!! 


ENTRE 


We offer aFREE quotation on your 
Amiga or any 
peripheral (monitors, 
printers etc). A 
delivery tariff of just 
£5.00 is charged or 
alternatively you can 
visitourshowroom. — 
We can also arrange 
a courier pickup at an 
dditional cost of £1 1.00, 
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GYRATORY 





M62/M621 


ARMLEY 









from MA2East join MI 


From 
(62 West Junction 27, A62 to Armley . From the Al take the turnoff for Ad4, 
This merges with the ASS (by-passing town centre) which meats Armley gyratory, 


CD ROM Drives 























B&33MHzCOPRO 
4MB&33MHzCOPRO 
8MB&33MHzCOPRO 




































Viper 1128 
Viper 1150 


Only!! £389.99 Chaos Pack £10 


Includes, Wordworth V4SE, Datastore, Organiser, Turbocalc 3.5 






























Personal Paint V6.4, Photogenics |.2SE, Pinball Mania & Whiza ApolloA1232-EC50 ACD-300 = Sty .4 
Includes 2 Simm Sockets, FPU Socket & R/T clock Large LCD fon panel 2. ae = = is 
Apollo A 1230-EC40 SCSI-2 interface 
Only!! £489.99 chaos Packeio 40 Mhz 68EC030, Optional 40 Mhz FPU, RIT clock. 300k/sec data transfer, 275ms access time 
Audio CD dedicated operation buttons 







Includes same software pack as Magic Pack, But also » Apollo A1220-28 


req. SCSI adaptor £19.99 














Supports Kodak multisession photo CD 
includes Scala MM300. SE includes 28Mhz 68882 Co Pro & RIT Clock SCSI-2 interface FI R ; 
Nick Faldo's Golf PRIMA AS00 512k RAM noclock 330Wsec datatransler, — @Scereo headphones supplied 
Pinball Fantasies PRIMA AS500+ | MbRAM Battery or Mains powered @ig0ms Access Time 
Syndicate PRIMA A600 | Mb RAM no clock Kodak muiti-sessionCD — @ Audio CD operation buttons 


Chaos Engine “This is the best Dual Speed CD-ROM I've 
ever seen" Dave Taylor Amiga Shopper 90% 


Sept 95 


Internal SCSICD ROM drives 
6 speed 





These cases are suitable for 


any 
900kb/s transfer rate @SCSI-2 interface internal SCSI device, eg CD Roms etc. 


145ms access time Cache memory 256kb 
x2 Speed 


x3.4 Speed 
x4 Speed 



























Full range of SCSI cables 


@6Mb RAM expandable to 2 Gig max. @1,2Gb SCSI-II Hard Drive @AGA chip set always in stock from £9.99 
, . 


®Workbench 3.1 @1.7Mb 3.5" Floppy Drive @4 Channel Stereo @Scala MM300 Pre-installed 


Part exchange available on your old 
memory, Call for pricing. 
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Peripherals 





New 
Mef& Mouse 400 dpi (2 button) 

True Mouse 300 dpi (2 button) 
AlfaData Crystal Trackball 

ZyFi-2 Speakers (8 watts/channel) 
ZyFi Pro Speakers (16 watts/channel) 
Amiga Modulator 

Amiga PSU 


2.5" Hard Drives for A600/ 


A1200 with installation kit 
inc. software, screws, cables 
and instructions 


AY Seagate FUITSU COMMER 
80Mb....... 130Mb.. 
250Mb.. 1 70Mb.. 
340Mb.. 510Mb.. 
81 0Mb.. | .0Gig... 


Quantum 


All drives supplied by The First Computer 
Centre have a minimum |2 month warranty 
and are tested to ensure 100% compatibility. 


3.5" Hard Disk 
Drives 
with A1200/600 
install kit 


(We recommend 3,5" drives be 
fitted by qualified computer 
engineers) 


inc. software, cables and instructions 


420Mb.. 540Mb... 


850Mb.. 1.05 Gig... 
3.5" Hard Drive upgrade kit 
only!! 
Includes set up software, cables and full 
instructions, no Hard Drive. 





.28 dp, 15/38 KHz, all Amiga 
modes, AGA compatible. No 
audio, tilt & swivell stand, 






On/Off switch, Through port, Anti-click, 
Anti-virus switch, |2 month warranty and a 
tough durable metal case. Works on all 
Amiga's. Excellent value. 








*A1200's require an adaptor £6.99 






14" Colour CGA Stereo Monitor, Composite 
Video, Digital RGB, Analog Inputs. 


AMIGA} M1438S 


Same specification as the Microvitec 1438, 
but also has built in Stereo 






Kickstart 2.04 
Kickstart 2.05 (for use in A600) 
CIA 8520A /O controller 
68882 CoPro25mhzPLCC 
68882 Co Pro33mhzPLCC 


Turbotech realtime clock cartridge 


The Ultimate Amiga Drive 








£17.99 fits any Amiga 





Ssupra>= Modem 


New!! 


SDRC) UV RYolia elas 


GoldFish 2 

Grafix Sensations 

New!) 

ilusions in 3D 

Light ROM 

Light Works 

Magic Illusions 

Meeting Pearis Il 
MultiMedia ToolKit 2 (2xCD's) 
New!! 

New Pricel! 

Professional Gifs 
Proffessional Utilities 
Sounds Terrific (Double) 
Space And Astronomy 
Newl! 

The Beauty of Chaos 

Ten on Ten pack(10xCD's) 
New!! 

Newl! 

WPD Hottest 4 

WPD Hottest 5 

Weird Science Fonts 
Weird Science Clipart 
Weird Science Animation 
New!l! 

New!! 


FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £10 with every 
order of CD-ROM software over £30 


New!l! 
17 Bit Collection (Double) 
17 Bit Continuation 
17 Bit Phase 4 
17 Bit/LSD compendium l|or2 
New!! 
Adult Sensations Il (Over 18's) 
Aminet 6 
| Aminet 7 
New!! 


This modem has full 14400 baud. includes V.32bis, # 
V.32, V.22bis, V22, V21, MNP2-5, V.42, V42bis. Class | ra Fy collection(Boxset4CD's) 
lew. 


& 2 commands, 9600/14400 Group 3 Fax. Includes free 
modem comms (not Fax)s/w & cable Animations (Double) 
New!! 


BCI Net 2 
Newl! 

CAM (Double) 
CD-PD | 
CD-PD2 
CD-PD3 
CD-PD4 
DemoCD! 
Demo CD2 
Euroscene 
Fractal Universe 
Fresh Fish 8 
GoldFish ! 


Up to 1 15,200bps (v42bis) 
Silent & Adaptive Answer 
V34 Standard 

NComm Software 


Class | & 2 Fax 
Unique LCD Display 
Fiash ROM 

5 Year Warranty 


€ ae ; 
Is ita bargain the size of a Hippo's Bum! . 
You Betchal! - Amiga Computing Oct. 1994 


Call for details 


Scanners 


Supra modems are not BABT approved, however they 
perform as well & often out perform BABT approved 
modems, Supra Modems have a5 year limited warranty 


256 g/scale on AGA Amigas, 64 g/scale non AGA 


24 bit colour scanner, 16.7 million colours 


WE ARE PREFERRED USR DEALERS 


Courier V34+ 
Dual Standard 


800 dpi, 256 g/scale, works on all Amigas 


256 g/scale,full OCR software,HD reg to use OCR 


V34, 28,800 BPS, BABT approved 
if you thought V32bis was fast try V34 (28,800 bps). 


Colour flatbed scanner Par/SCSI interface built in 
Art Department scanning software, price £89.99 


Srelaitiaatle) (= 


Canon Bj10/Star $j48 
Canon Bj200/230 
Canon BJ30 (3 pack) 


Citizen Swift/ABC mono 
Citizen Swift/ABC colour 


New!! Star LC90 monoribbon 


Portable mono printer, 30 page ASF buiit in. 
Portable colour printer, 30 page ASF. 

High quality mono printer, virtual 720 dpi. 
High quality colour/fast mono printing 360 dpi. 
Enhanced colour printer, virtual 720 dpi. 


4 pipim, HP Laserjet Il emulation. 


Stair 





MICRONIC S 


9 pin mono 

ASF built in, push tractor optional. 

# pin Colour 
180 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ, Amiga drivers. 

24 pin mono 
192 cps draft,with ASF built in. 

24 pin Colour 

ASF built in, 4 LQ fonts. 


Colour 


Colour thermal transfer printer, low running 
sts, 3 p/pim mono, |.4 p/pim colour. 


Citizen printers have a 2 year warranty 


Simple (as easy as ABC) to use 24 pin printer. 


Comes as standard with 50 sheet Auto sheet feeder. 


Tractor feed optional at 


New colour inkjet printer with built in ASF. 
NEWI!! 


720 dpi mono printer, 3 p/p/m, } year warranty. 


QD HEWLETT® 


PACKARD 
New! 


Colour upgradeable portable printer 
New! 


Colour upgradeable mono ink jet/ Col. Kit £41.99, 


New colour inkjet from HP. 


600x600 dpi up to 6 p/p/m mono, 3p/p/m colour 
New! 
4 pipim 600 dpi 
ew! 
6 pipim 600 dpi 


720 dpi, 4ppm Black, Jppm Colour. 

New!! 

720dpi, 2.5ppm Black, | ppm Colour, 

Newll! 

720 dpi, 2.5ppm Black, Colour Upgradeable. 
Stylus Coloursargainbuyt £365.99 
720 dpi, Colour/Mono printer 


Newll 


720x720 dpi, Photo-Real quality output. 


4 ppm, 300 dpi, IMb memory, 150 sheet ASF 


The perfect accompaniment 
for a high quality colour printer 
NEWI!! 


Printer Switch Box 2 way 
Printer Switch Box 3 way 
Printer Stands (Universal) 
1.8 Metre printer cable 

3 Metre printer cable 

5 Metre printer cable 

10 Metre printer cable 
Parallel port extension cable 


Star LC10/100 mono 

Star LC10/100 colour 

Star LC240c colour 

Star LC240c mono 

Star LC240 mono 

Star LC24-10/200/300 Colour 
Re-Ink Spray for mono ribbons 


We stock a wide range of 
consumables for all printers 
Lasers, Dot Matrix and Ink- 

Jets old and new. 


Save a fortune in running costs with your ink/ 
bubble jet. Compatible with the HP Deskjet 
series, Canon BJ 10/20/80/130/200/300/330, Star 
$)48, Citizen Projet and many others, Full 


range of colours available. 

Single refills (22m) 
Twin refilts (44ml) 
Three colour kit (66m1) 
Fullcolourkit (88mi) 
Bulk refills (125ml) 


Canon BjJC 70 mono (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 70 colour (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 4000 colour (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono high cap. 
Canon BJC 600e mono high cap. 
Canon BJC 600e colour 
HP.Deskjet colour 

HP. Deskjet double mone 

HP. Deskjet 660 double mono 
HP.Deskjet 660 colour 

Epson Stylus mono 

Epson Stylus colour. 

Epson Stylus Col. 11/S/820 Mono 
Epson Stylus Col. 11/S/820 Colour 
Epson Stylus 820 colour upgrade 
Star SJ144 mono/colour (single) 


All printer dust covers 


Fanfold (tractor feed) 1000 sheets 
Fanfold (tractor feed) 2000 sheets 
Singlesheet 500 sheets 
Singlesheet [000sheets 
Singlesheet 2000sheets 

Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack 


Fanfold sa feed) 500 sheets 





10x £3.49 100 x £29.99 
30 x £9.99 200 x £54.99 
50x£15.99 * 500x£118.99 


10x £4.99 
30 x £12.99 
50 x £25.99 


100 x £35.99 
200 x £63.99 
500 x £142.99 


10x £3.99 
30x £11.99 
50x £17.99 


100 x £33.99 
200 x £59.99 
500 x £134.99 


10x £5.99 
30x £15.99 
50 x £25.99 


100 x £47.99 
200 x £84.99 
500 x £190.99 
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Paul Overaa explains those file 
protection bits provided by AmigaDos. 


ost people are aware that Amiga disk files 
have a variety of ‘protection flags’ associat- 
ed with them which identify particular char- 
acteristics such as whether the file is 
deleteable or not. AmigaDos does in fact provide a 
Shell command, called PROTECT, that allows these 
flags to be set or cleared as required and at this 
‘user’ level the flags themselves are represented by 
the following letters... 





r the file can be read 

W the file can be written, i.e. 
altered 

fa the file is executable, i.e. is a 
program 

d the file can be deleted 

Ss the file is a script 

p the file represents a ‘pure’ com 
mand which can be made 
resident 

a the file has been archived 


The archive flag will be deliberately set 


Relative Position — 


Byte Position Field Descriptions 
(long words) (assumes 512 byte block) 
0 0 
Type _ 
T.SHORT 
1 4 
Header key 
Points to self 
2 8 
Highest seq 
Total data blocks in file 
3 1 
Data size 
slots used 
4 16 
First item 
first data block 
5 20 
Checksum 
6 24 
List of data block keys 
Size-50 312 
: Unused 
Size-48 320 
Protection bits 
Size-47 324 
size 
Total file size 


by programs and utilities which perform archiving and 
backup operations. Since it is always cleared by any 
file editing operation this is how these types of utili- 
ties are able to distinguish unchanged files from 
those which have been modified. The easiest way to 
check the state of any of the protection flags associ- 
ated with a particular file is simply to use the 
AmigaDos LIST command. Any flags which are set 
will be shown using the above lettering scheme while 
those which are not set will be indicated by hyphens. 
if for example you use ED to create a text file called 
‘test.txt’ and then list the contents of whichever direc- 
tory it was created in then you'll see an entry which 
looks something like: 

test.txt 120 
14:09:34 


—rw-d Today 


The fields represent the filename, the file size, pro- 
tection bits and then the date and time of creation (a 
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file comment will also be seen if one has been added 
to a file using the FILENOTE command). To protect 
this file from deletion you would clear the ‘delete’ flag 
using the Shell command: 


protect test.txt -d 


where the minus sign before the ‘d’ signifies that the 
associated bit should be cleared. Having done that 
LISTing the file will confirm that the delete flag is 
clear: 

test.txt 120 
14:09:34 


—rw— Today 


and if you now try to delete the file you'll get a ‘Not 
Deleted: object is protected from deletion’ error mes- 
sage. Reset the flag using the same protect com- 
mand but with the ‘+d’ option and the file again 
becomes deleteable. (Similar operations can be per- 
formed using the Information option from the 
Workbench Icon menu). 


Size-46 328 


Minutes 

Creation time 
Size-21 428 

Ticks 


Size-20 432 
File name 


496 
Next hash-chain entry 
Entry with same hash 
500 


Parent directory 
Back pointer to block 
Size-2 504 
Extension 
0 or pointer to block 
Size-1 508 
Secondary 
ST.FILE 


Listing 1: The general layout of a file header block 


Underneath The Surface 


As you would expect protection flags internally are 
represented by single bits which have been given 
standard system names. You'll find them defined in 
the dos.h system header like this: 


#define FIBB_SCRIPT 6 /* program 
is a script (executable) file */ 
#define FIBB_PURE 5 /* program 


is re-entrant and re-executable */ 
#define FIBB_ARCHIVE 4 /* bit 
cleared whenever file is changed */ 


#define FIBB_READ- 3 /* actually 
ignored by old file system */ 
#define FIBB_WRITE 2 /* also 
ignored by old file system */ 
#define FIBB_EXECUTE 1 /* used by 
Shell */ 
prevents 


#define FIBB_DELETE O /* 





file from being deleted */ 

Each file stored on disk starts with a file header block 
whose arrangement is shown in listing 1 and it is the 
field at position (size-48), representing a 32 bit (long- 
word), that is used to hold the current state of the file 
protection flags. 

It’s never necessary to access this file header data 
directly and if a program needs to examine the pro- 
tection bits associated with a file then it does it by 
using the dos library's Examine() function: 


success=Examine(lock_p,fib_p) 
do di d2 


This requires both a BCPL pointer to a file lock and 
the address of a suitably sized block of memory for 
storing the returned file information. The structure 
used for this data is known as a FilelnfoBlock and C 
programmers can therefore use a sizeof(struct 
FilelnfoBlock) statement to determine the appropriate 
memory block size. It is absolutely vital that this 
structure be long word aligned and the best idea is to 
use the exec library AllocMem() function for the allo- 
cation since all such memory allocations are guaran- 
teed to be long word aligned. 

Listing 2 shows the layout of the FilelnfoBlock 
structure and the field containing the protection flags 
is of course the one called fib_Protection. To change 
the flag settings of a file from within a 
program the SetProtection() function should be used 
which has this sort of usage template: 


success=SetProtection(filename_p,mask) 
do d1 d2 


The filename_p parameter is a pointer to the (null ter- 
minated) file name whilst the mask argument holds 
the required protection bit values. Notice that this 
function doesn’t provide a way to selectively change 
one particular protection bit so, if you wish to pre- 
serve any of the existing flag states, you must first 
use the Examine() function to collect the 
FilelnfoBlock information and then copy the current 
states of the protection bits from the fib_Protection 
field. All 32 bits should be copied and, all values that 
you are not interested in changing should be pre- 
served! AUI 


struct FilelnfoBlock { 

LONG fib_DiskKey; 
ONG fib_ DirEntryType; 

/* <0 indicates a file, >O a directory */ 


char fib_FileName[108]; 
/* Max 30 chars used for now */ 
LONG 2 fib_ Protection; 
/* bit mask of protection */ 
fib_EntryType; 
LONG fib_ Size; 
/* Number of bytes in file */ 
LONG : fib_ NumBlocks; 
/* Number of blocks in file */ 
struct DateStamp fib_ Date; 
/* Date file last changed */ 
char fib_Comment(80]; 
/* file note associated with file */ 
UWORD fib_OwnerUID; 
/* owner's UID */ 
UWORD fib_OwnerGID; 
/* owner's GID */ 
char fib_ Reserved[32]}; 
} 


Listing 2: The current AmigaDOS FileinfoBlock structure 
definition. 
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NRO INO 


Paul Overaa explains ARexx’s built-in 
break/error signalling mechanisms. 


f there is a syntax error in an ARexx script 
then ARexx will terminate the execution of 
that script as soon as it encounters the 
offending statement. In this case ARexx auto- 








ARexx’s interrupt facilities are surprisingly easy to use once you've 


seen an example! 


matically breaks in to stop the script from run- 
ning. You can also deliberately stop a running 
script by typing control-C and in fact both of 
these situations are part and parcel of a more 
general ‘interrupt’ scheme supported by ARexx. 

These ARexx interrupt facilities make it pos- 
sible for a script to take control of what happens 
when a variety of error &/or break signals are 
encountered. By enabling suitable interrupt sig- 
nals, programs are then able to take their own 
corrective action or at the very least close them- 
selves down in a reasonably ‘controlled’ man- 
ner. In many cases the result might otherwise 
have meant either an unexpected termination of 
the program, or maybe even a visit from the 
Amiga Guru! 

Perhaps the most important use of ARexx’s 
interrupt mechanism is in providing what are- 
generally known as ‘safe’ program exit paths, 
exit paths where everything that should happen 
before a program terminates does happen. 
Supposing, for example, your script makes use 
of a library (such as the rx_intui library) where 
some library functions allocate additional sys- 
tem resources outside of those which ARexx 
itself handles. 

Under normal circumstances your script 
should deallocate those resources when it fin- 
ished executing. However, if it unexpectedly ter- 
minated due to the user hitting Control-c, and 
your program did not perform those deallocation 
jobs, then windows might remain open, memo- 
ry could be effectively lost, and so on. 
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The various interrupt sources are shown in 
listing 1 and ARexx provides a SIGNAL instruc- 
tion which enables these sources to be selec- 
tively turned on or off. When an identifiable 
interrupt condition occurs control gets passed to 
the appropriate interrupt handler. Yet that’s not 
all that happens. Two special variables, called 
SIGL and RC, get affected as the interrupt 
occurs. 

SIGL becomes set to the current line number 
before the transfer of control takes place (this 
allows programs to determine the source line 
that was being executed when the interrupt 
occurred). While RC gets set to the appropriate 
return code if an error or syntax interrupt has 
occurred. 

ARexx also dismantles any active loop and 
control constructs before passing control to the 
specified interrupt handler and this means for 
instance that while it is safe to jump out of a loop 
it is impossible to jump back into it again. One 
important point worth remembering though is 
that it is only the control structures within the 
immediate environment which are dismantled - 
this means that it is possible to use SIGNAL 
instructions inside function calls without it affect- 


BREAK_C traps an AmigaDOS control-C. 
BREAK_D traps an AmigaDOS control-D. 
BREAK_E traps an AmigaDOS control-E. 
BREAK_F traps an AmigaDOS control-F. 
ERROR traps errors indicated by non- 


zero command return values. 
FAILURE traps command return codes greater than 
current FAILAT level. 


HALT traps externally generated script 
: halt requests. 
IOERR traps I/O errors. 
NOVALUE traps the use of uninitialised vari 
ables. | 


SYNTAX traps most syntax and execution errors. 


Lees 1: ARexx’s defined interrupt sources 





F break.rexx -a simple break trap example... ui 


signal on break_c /* cause a branch to my script's 


own control-c paring routine */ 


quit: 
exit /* end of main program */ 


break_c: 
say ‘user has hit control-c’ 
signal quit 


Listing 2: A simple break interrupt seine 
example 





ing the caller’s environment! 

In order to use ARexx’s interrupt arrange- 
ments you need to make the signal name the 
label for the interrupt handler code used within 
your script. In the example shown in listing 2 I’ve 
added some custom Control-c break handling 
code by using a ‘signal on break_c’ statement. 
As you'll see this is also the label for my associ- 
ated break handler code and, if you run the pro- 
gram, you'll find that hitting Control-c while the 
loop is executing will result in the program giv- 
ing the message outlined in the break handler 
code before terminating. 

There are plenty of uses for these types of 
arrangements. Those of you who get fed up with 
seeing the ‘Error 13: Host environment not 
found’ messages that appear if the port associ- 
ated with an external host cannot be found 
could, for example, trap this error and add their 
own error message suggesting that a suitable 
course of action. 

Listing 3 gives some skeleton example code 
and you shouldn't find it too hard to come up 
with ideas for your own interrrupt based scripts 
once you’ve played around with this month’s 
examples. AU/ 


/* no_port.rexx - a simple syntax trap example... */ 


signal on syntax 


_address ‘somenonexistentport’ 


/* now try and send a command to the non-existent 
port... */ 

‘hello port’ 

quit: 


_ exit /* end of main program */ 


syntax: 
i rc=13 then 
do 
say ‘sorry - there is no port avail 
able called..." 
say Address() 
say ‘you need to have the utility 
: which sets up this 
port’ : 
say ‘up and running BEFORE 
you execute this script 
end 
signal quit 


Listing 3: A ‘missing host’ error detection 
interrupt example. 
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hardcore malaral u 


Ant Wars 2 

Bob’s Garden & Digger 
Cricket Amos 

G.Prix Manager 
Monopoly 

Pacman 3D 

Poker Mania 

Road to Hell 

Scrabble 

Scottish F’ball Manager 
Super Mega Fruits 
WW alaety the League 


Zaxxon 
Star Trek NG 
Star Trek 2 (3) 
Mr. Men Olympics (2) 
V-Chess 3.1 (WB24 
Col. Conquest 2 (WB2+ 2MB) 
Black Dawn 5 
Chaneque 2 
perege (WB 2+) 

Dominoes 
Deluxe Galara 2.6 (WB 2+) 
Day At The Races 
Gravity Force 2 
Infestation 
~~ s Land 

ahjong 


Roulette 

Skid Racer 

Super Ablitoration 
Ultimate Fruit Machine 
Battle Due! (2) 

Mash 


Child Murderer (3) 


B ah 


Delux Pacman 1.6 (WB 2+ 





A1200 GAMES 


Samurai Selantrdl 
Kone 2 DE ND) 


Batic Duel el AGA (2) 
yberman 

Delux Packman 1.6 AGA 
Gloom 

Rockets 2.25 

Child Murderer AGA (4) 

de Of The Worlds 







= ONLINE PD; 


Tel: 


FULL GUI INTERNET PACKAGE (H os D REQUIRED) - 9 DISK PACK 


MAGICAL USER INTERFACE PR 


£6.7 
GRAMS #1 & #2 - 12 DISKS PER PACK 
£10.50 EA 


ABODE FONTS #1, #2, #3, #4 & #5 - 15 DISKS PER PACK 
COLOUR IFF FONTS #1, #2 & #3 - 15 DISKS PER PACK 
MONO IFF FONTS #1 & #2 - 13 DISKS PER PACK 


OG CLIP ART #1 - 9 DISK PACK 


3 disk coeeas FREE with 158° order OR send 5 hdl 
DERS SENT ear BY 1°’ CLASS RETURN POST) 


(?) = NUMBER OF DISKS REQUIRED 
AGA DEMOS 


ALL O 


VIVAT SLOVAKIA (2) 

TJET DEMO PACK #8 INCL LECH 

BRAIN DEAD DEMO 

MORE AGA & NON AGA DEMOS IN STOCK 


LIKE AF Stoney 
ONLINE GAMES 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 (5) 
MARATHON (AGA) 
PLATMAN 
REBELLION 
THE ART OF BREAKING HEADS (AGA) (6) 
Sale at 1 5 gail CLONE) (2) 


FEARS S JUNE EDITION) ) (AGA 

ALIEN BREED Fs PRE. (AGA) 
DOOMER AGA) 

KLONDIKE v300 LUXE (AGA) (HD) (4) 
CARD SETS FOR ABOVE (AGA) (70+) 
KLONDIKE V1.0 (AGA ) 

DELUXE GALAGA V2.6 PLY VERSION 
INDY CAR CHALLENGE 

18TH HOLE GOLF (2) 

BEAVIS & BUTTHEAD GAME 
GRAVITY FORCE 2 V1.02 

TANKS 'N' STUFF, boGright. gre 
MEGABALL V2. 1 8100 LEVEL 
MEGABALL V3.0 (AGA) 

SCORCHED TANKS V1.85 
STARBASE 13 (2) 

STARWOIDS 1MB CHIP (2) 
COSMINE’S 2, 3, 4 & 5 (4) 

MR MEN OLYMPICS (2) 

ANT WARS (2) 


WE STOCK 10.000 PD DISKS. SO IF 
— IS A DISK YOU ARE LOOKING 
FOR & CAN'T FIND IT HERE WE MAY 
HAVE IT! PHONE WOW & Fi & FIND OUT. 
—_———_ ——— —_—_—_— a) 

MODEMS MODEMS 
14.4 & 28.8 V.FAST * MODEMS WITH 
CLASS & FAX AVAILABLE AT LOW, 

LOW PRICES. COMPLETE WITH 
LEADS & FREE COMMS AND FAX 
SOFTWARE, PHONE NOW FOR 

L. __DETAILS & OTHER H/WARE 


1A = AIZOU/ARGEO ONLY 


BABYLON 5 HD aMBy Gh 

ITCHY & SCRATCHY J “hs #4 (3) 
HOW TO FAILY YOUR DRIVING TEST 
CHARLIE THE CAT 8.3MB (4) 
SUICIDE MAN #1, #2 & #3 1.5MB (3) 
LAST STAND ON HOTH 4m (4) 


RESERVOIR DOGS HD toed 4) 
UFO'S: FINDING THE T G) 
BORGAM MANGA SLO (2 DRIVES) (AGA) (3) 
GRAPEVINE yas #21 
WORD MAG #5 ee i 
GUIDE TO THE INTER V2.3 
BACKDOOR V6.66 (GAME CHEATS) 
TINYTOONS/DISNEY COLOUR/B & W CLIPART (2) 
STAR TREK DATABASE ORIG. TNG, DS9 
RARE PICTURES & TXT'S ETC. HD (6) 
GLOBAL FACTS (2) 
800 GAME SOLUTIONS 
STAR TREK'S BACKDROPS (2) 
ROSWELL UFO SLIDES (2 
X-FILES GUIDE (1), BABYLON 5 GUIDE (1) 

( 


TERM V4.3 
(5R.3 


Owe E STOCK THE FOLLOWING: “FRED | 
FISH 1 TO 1000, ASSASSINS GAMES 
is 1 TO 250, LSD UTILS 1 TO 149 


PERIPHERALS 


100 CAPACITY LOCKABLE DISK BOXES 
10 CAPACITY BOXES PERSPEX / WHITE 
INK JET REFILLS .. 

MOUSE MATS (RED / GREY / GREEN & BLACKIE 49 
A1200 DUST COVERS .. Somawinive 

DISK DRIVE CLEANER .. 

CRUISER MULTI COLOUR JOYSTICK 

COMP. PRO EXTRA CLEAR JOYSTICK ........ 

COMP. PRO EXTRA MINI CLEAR JOYSTICK _. £12.99 
ALFA DATA MEGA MOUSE 400DPI HIGH-RES £12.99 
500 COLOUR WRAP AROUND DISKS LABELS £3.99 
1000 TRACTOR FEED LABELS (2 ACROSS) ...... £5.49 


£4.49 


APPLY WHEN ORDERING PD DISKS) 


01704 834335 BBS: 01704 aaacea" 
SPECIAL PACK DEALS sacer.r on excns oces101 


BLANK DISKS 
10-20 Disks 


ALL QUALITY DISKS. 
THE ABOVE PRICES INCL. 
LABELS & FREE P&P. 


(MINIMUM ORDER 10 DISKS) 
Class SAE or 75p 


HD = HARD DRIVE REQUIRED 


MUSIC BUGS (CREATE MUSIC) 
STAR TREK THEMES V2.0 (2) 
PRODIGY - NO GOOD FOR Mt al MB CHIP) 
BOOM BOOM 800M dy oon 
SCATMAN JON (1M 
BILL HICKS TRIBUTE. 
NIGHT CRAWLERS (1MB CHIP) 
AMBIENT fateneS (1MB CHIP) 
WIGGLE (1MB aye 
SET YOUR PEE (1MB CHIP) 
CHILL QUT - AMBIENT ee gl 
PRODIGY - ONE LOVE (1M 
MORE MIX'S IN STOC PHONE ft R DETAILS 


PH KARAOKE 

SOUCE 'N’ CODE #1 & #2 (2) 

FRENCH TUTOR & QUIZ 

VIRTUAL MEMORY MANAGEMENT V3.1 
NATIONAL LOTTERY WINNER V2.0 
PRO-LOTTERY V1.1 

SPONDULIX V (A/C’S PACKAGE) 
FLUMMY UTILITIES th be & #3 (3) 
MAGIC WORKBENCH V1.2P 

MAGIC WORKBENCH EXTRA eo (2) 
DELITRACKER V2.10 + EXT 

VIRUS WORKSHOP V5. 1 

HD GAME INSTALLERS 1, 2, 3 & 4 (4) 
ADDRESSPRINT V4.4 

D-PAINT BUDDY SYSTEM (2) 

ROBS HOT STASH #34 + di PHONE 
BIRTHDATE HISTORY 

VIDEOTRACKER PXIRAS ia) 

HI-RES BACKDROPS (8) 

1,000 MAGIC wedge NCH ICONS 
BLITZBLANKE 

IMAGINE V2.0 "BUDDY SYSTEM HD (2) 
GCSE MATHS EXAM PAPERS 
MOVIEGUIDE V2.04 Ay nr TITLES HD (2) 
VIG-20 EMULATOR canes 


AREXX USER'S REFERENCE GUIDE 

AKTION REPLAY V4.0 & V5.0 

AMIBASE 4 V1.17, FINAL WRAPPER V3 (2) 
FINAL FAX 95, FINAL WRITER PATCH V3 (2) 


UK 75P TOTAL EUROPE ADD 20% 
wae OF THE WORLD ADD 30% TO 


ORDER VALUE MINIMUM £1.25 


"PERIPHERALS £1.25 each LABELS £2.25 each 


CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: 
ee = ad 2) = eo) i ee es | ed Me) fe te 
HALSALL LANE, melsli=h au mhd=1-) ele) Mn icy arc) - >< 





igloos: deontes oun 
2) oe Of Die Gh (this ¢ case it's Lee 
orkbench2 or 


40p Each 
35p Each 


| FREE FREE @ 
GAMES CHEATS 

| | 4EMULATOR 
ON ALL ORDERS 


| PLATFORM GAMES 
(1 998 LEMMINGS T.R.W, 
| (1 1017 GLASSBACK V2 
(1) 020 LEMMINGS ARCADE 
[1] 878 TOP HAT WILLY 
[791 DOCTOR STRANGE 
[961 JUDGEMENT DAY 
(7 1036 NESQUICK GAME 
[7 1070 PLATMAN.SQUIGS 
CJ 1063 M-A-S-H VI 
1 106) ALIEN BUZZBAR 
7 1052 C-H-A-R VI 
1911 SOLO ASSAULT 
7) 906 OBLITERATOR 
003! OBLIVION 
C805 TRANS-PLANT 
[1 498 THE LAST REFUGE 
C1 596 GORF INVADERS 
[7] 343 CYBERNETICS 
[7] 548 CAFFEINE FREE 
C7] 1083 DE-GALAGA 2.5 
0 1158 THESIUS A12 
C1139 TRACKER NO 1.3 


ARCADE GAMES 
(11555 HUGO V2 5 DISK 
C1875 MISSILES 2 DISK 
C976 BEAVIS BUTTHEAD 
(429 ZOMBIES APOCAL 
(1 870 ROCKETZ A1200 
1 955 SUICIDE MACHINE 
[] 273 KELLOGS EXPRESS 
[1912 RUDOLPH - SANTA 
(1 916 GAMES HO! A200 
C1] 983 SAXXON NOT 1.3 
(1168 SCORCH-TANK VI.85 
C1169 PSYCHBUL NOT 1.3 
C1131 PALS NOT 1.3 

P.D. VERSIONS 
(024 ELF & PP HAMMER 
(477 CADAVA-VENUS FLY 
[022 GODS-TIMACHINE 
C026 ROBOCOP-T/RECALL 
(J 522 OSCAR CD A1200 
(815 LEMMINGS PACK 
[023 RICK DANGEROUS 
(472 TETRIS GAMEBOY 
(1) 027 CHUCK ROCK-ICE 

iT GAMES 


COMBA 

C1 941 FATAL BLOWS 

() 938 MARTIAL SPIRIT 

() 930 ABH. Al2 6 DISK 

C] 1065 2 DSK CYBERGAME 
CLASSIC GAMES 


C011 ASTEROIDS 

C 693 MISSILE COMMAND 
CL) 778 OVERLANDER 

(] 692 SPACE INVADERS 
(] 308 DONKEY KONG 


DRIVING GAMES 
1) 974 Fl EDITOR 94/5 
(J 951 FLAMING ENGINES 
[1] 469 THE ROAD TO HELL 
[] 735 AUTOMOBILES 
(1 613 HIGH OCTANE V2 
(] 682 MOOSE DRIVE 
C] 1055 3 DKS HYPERACE 
[) 1059 MANSELL-STORM 
C] 1057 Al2 TURBO-JAM 
0 1132 Al2 LAST LAP 
SIMULATORS 
1] 1008 7 DSK TOM CAT HD 
0) 926 HELICOPTER 
(1) 332 SEALANCE-SUB 
[1811 CAR MANIACS 
1 544 AIR WARRIOR 
(1) 333 BATTLE CARS V2 
0) 1133 M.F. TANKS 
SPORT GAMES 
[1 1014 CRAZY GOLF 
(1) 366 GOLF 18TH 2 DISK 
1 822 CRICKET AMOS V2 
(] 630 TEN PIN BOWLING 
(1) 104 FUTURE FOOTBALL 
(1) 666 SPORT CHALLENGE 
11171 C ANGLER 2DSK 
HINTS & CHEATS 
0) 1000 S.M.G.T.C. 95 
(1418 1000 CHEATS 
[931 BACKDOOR V3 
(821 PASSWORD MANIA 
(1 813 GAME TAMER V4.5 
(1) 820 MEGACHEATS 
(1) 681 SIERRA SOLUTIONS 
1019 GAME TAMER V2.3 
1) 1143 NOSTROMO V5 
1 118 UP TO DATE VI 
1) ILI9 ULTIMATE NO 1.3 
OVER 18 GAMES 
[1] 101 TERROR LINER V/ 
[712 TERROR LINER V2 
(1) 977 ADVENT | 2 DISKS 
[) 1001 ADVENT 2 2 DISKS 
[1] 1081 ADULT TETRIS 


Games are on | disk 











L] 1145 NUMBERS NO 1.3 
TETRIS-COLUMNS 


(1) 294 KLACK-TRIS COLMS 
C107 TWIN-TRIS TETRIS 
[] 390 DIZZY DIAMONDS 
) 293 DR-MARIO COLMS 
1 971 SPELL-TRIS 

J 617 NUMBER-TRIS 
C964 TEAM TETRIS 

(1 626 MEGA-BLOX TETRIS 
(J 013 TET-TREN TETRIS 
[7] 597 TETRIS PRO 

] 611 HOT-BLOX TETRIS 
(1) 657 ZYNX COLUMNS 
Fi 1074 STATIX 


(1 230 SUPER PAC MAN 
C922 GOLD RAID 

C102 LADYBUG PAC MAN 
[1008 ORIGINAL PAC MAN 
($92 PAC MAN RETURNS 
C252 YUM YUM PAC MAN 
(1096 Al2 PUC-MAN 
C1138 Al2 CYBER-MAN 

(1) 397 DELUXE PACMAN 
[1923 Al2 BOMB 32 


CL] 459 MEGABALL V2 
C559 MEGABALL V3 NOAS 
(] 007 BATTLE PONG 
[J 42] REBOUNDER PONG 


BOULDERDASH GAMES 
(1731 HAUNTED MINES 
[1 254 EMERALD MINES 
CI 121 MARATHON MINES 
[1351 ROYAL MINES 
(391 DIZZY LIZZY MINES 
(1718 C64 BOULDERDASH 
(480 BLUE DIAMONDS 

PUB-CLUB GAMES 


(1) 939 CASH CARDS NOT 1.3 
(] 560 WORLD DARTS 
C598 PINBALL NOT 1.3 

(] 222 FRUIT MACHINE 

L] 932 MEGA FRUITS 

1) 010 POKER ARCADE 

C 375 CARDS SOLITAIRE 

[7] 1073 CARD PACK 

1 1112 Al2 EX CARDS 


BOARD GAMES 
L1910NEW MONOPOLY STAT 
C] 032 MONOPOLY USA 
C) 631 SCRABBLE 
CL] 296 RISK (GLOBE-WAR) 
C015 WAR ANIMATED 
(] 472 CHESS GAMES 


ADVENTURE GAMES 
71116 STAR TREK 2 DISK 
0877 BLACK DAWN V2 
C297 NEIGHBOURS 2DISK 
(1 962 FEARS A1200 DOOM 
C954 D.ON. Al200 3DISK 
0 1038 SEED OF DARKNESS 
[1019 ADVENTURES 3 
C1136 Al2 FEARS V2 

STRATEGY GAMES 
[1] 968 KINGDOMS AT WAR 
[7] 876 GLOBAL NUKE WAR 
[7 826 IND-ESPIONAGE Al2 
17 1170 2DSk AI2 LORDS 

PUZZLER GAMES 
(1 953 CHANEQUE 2 DISK 
0) 914 JINX A1200 2 DISK 
C859 TEN PUZZLES NOAI2 
7] 250 RUBIX CUBE-ULOUS 
Cj 1066 MINDBENDERS 
01135 SPRING-TIME 

MANAGER GAMES 
(0 868 THE SUPER LEAGUE 
1 876 SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
(310 TOP OF THE LEAGUE 
7] 668 USA 94 SOCCER CDS 
0 404 METROS MANAGER 
[321 AIRPORT 
7) 322 MICRO MARKET 
0443 SLAM BALL 
[1817 BLOOD BALL 

QUIZ GAMES 

0) 716 POP MUSIC QUIZ 
[309 THE QUIZ MASTER 
[462 WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
1 1033 TAZ QUIZ NOT 1.3 
7) 991 2DSK STAR TREK 
C103! SDSK STAR TREK 


LOGIC 
0 603 EXIT 13 
[1] 442 REVERS! V2 
C119 DRAGON'S TILES 
C112 DRAGON'S CAVE 
1 323 OXYD LOGIC 
7) 530 OTHELLO 
(1037 MARBLES GAME 













(J 1035 ATOMIC GAME 


IGA LEISURE 

1 1027 COP THE LOT PRO 
C940 LOTTERY WINNER 
C1) 205 AMIGA PUNTER 
(1) 228 PERM CHECKER 
(1) 886 LEAGUE EDITOR 

A1200 MEGADEMOS 
01010 ROOTS 18 
(1995 ZOOT JE 
[1 624 2 DISK SNAKE RIDE 
(J 782 COMPLEX REALITY 
C963 2 DISK SWITCHBACK 
C1015 2DSK TAZ-QUEEN 
C1104 2DSK OXYGENE 2 
(1 1087 SHAKKA LAKKA 
0 1146 FULL MOON 
(1130 ROOTS 18 V2 
(1114 AGA FUDGE 


AMIGA MEGADEMOS 
1) 1010 TAZ GAS NOT 1.3 
C] 460 TEKNO RAVE 
CL] 430 2 DISK DATA X 
() 217 MEGA ALCATRAZ 
Cj 269 DIGI INNOVATION 
CL) 449 2 DISK 9 FINGERS 
C] 262 2 DISK PREDATORS 
CL) 267 REBELS MEGADEMO 
L) 215 BLUES HOUSE 2 DISK 
CL) 1084 ASCII NOT 1.3 
C1] 1120 2DSK QUEEN V2 
A1200 SLIDE SHOWS 
(740 4 DISK MANGA 
C1 507 5 DISK WEIRDISCI 
C 1040 3 DISK GLAMOUR 
[1] 1108 S5DSK STAR TREK 
AMIGA SLIDE SHOWS 
LC 704 REVELATIONS 
(061 PAT NAGEL’S GIRLS 
C) 918 ERIC’S GIRLS 2 DISK 


(1 936 AVIATION HISTORY 


C] 1107 TO BOLDLY GO 
ARTWORK PACKAGE 

C465 KIDS PAINT 

(1 664 FUSION PAINT 

[) 063 ULTRAPAINT 

C) 349 SPECTRA COLOUR 

(748 ILLUSION PAINT 


ARTWORK PROGRAMS 
(J 1026 JPEG-GIF-VIEWTEK 
[071 GRAPHICS CON KIT 
(070 GRAPHIC UTILS 
[1 133 FRAC LAND BUILD 


ANIMATIONS 
1 080 VIRTUAL WORLDS 
7) 084 PUGGS IN SPACE 
[} 233 COOL COUGAR 
(1651 FAIRLIGHT 242 
1 302 ODYSSEY 5D NOTAI2 
1831 RED DWARF 
C475 BAIT MASKING 
(j 463 MR POTATO HEAD 
1 474 MISS MAMSELLE Al2 
(1865 TAROT MASTER 2 DISK 
1) 861 AMY AT THE MOVIE 
() 271 NEWTEK V2 2 DISK 
(J 347 NEWTEK V3 2 DISK 
(1 187 ANIMATION STUDIO. 


(1) 329 VIDEO INSCRIPT 
[J790 VIDEOTRACKER 5 DISK 
1148S - MOOVIE 
MUSIC MAKERS 
L) 220 FUNK KEYBOARDS 
C) 431 RAVE KEYBOARDS 
CJ 202 MED V3.2 
CL) 204 SOUNDTRACKER 
C) 729 DRUM MACHINE 
() 787 SONIC DRUM KIT 
() 866 OCTAMED TUTOR 
1 738 OCTAMED V2 
(J 136 THE ART OF MED 
C) 192 THE COMPOSER 
(1) 618 MUSIC DATABASE 
(981 AUDIO ENGINEER 
CL) 661 4 DSK MED-WORKS 
[) 1099 QUADRAPLAYER 
CLASSIC - POP 
C) 201 PIANO CLASSICS 
(1) 234 VIVALDI 2 DISK 
C342 AMIGA-DEUS 
C213 DIGI CONCERT V2 


(620 BAGPIPE MUSIC 


C) 248 EXPRESSION V2 

L) 473 RHYTHM’S DANCER 
C) 1029 COTTONEYE SONG 
() 1088 MELLOW CD MIX 
C1147 7 DSK JUKE BOX 


SAMPLES - MODS 
CL] 660 KORG 01./W 8 DISK 
(218 HOUSE 2 DISK 
(] 206 SELECTION 7 DISK 
(1 647 SOUND FX 3 DISK 


ij a) eee 0 par al 
| 


FREE FREE 


LIBRARY DISK 
POST & PACK 


ON ALL ORDERS 


[1619 DRUMS 2 DISK 


AMIGA EMULAT 
C 1005 T.U.D.E. NOT 1.3 
£891 BB.C. MICRO 
1) 423 2 DISK SPECTRUM 
1 889 PC EM 2 DISK 
C327 ACTION REPLAY 
[J 300 RELOKICK 1.3 
(1) 955 RELOKICK 1.4A 
[1 414 SKICK 1.3-3.0 
1) 378 A600 NUMBER PAD 
(1719 4 DSK C64+ GAMES 
DISK COPIERS 
C380 NIBBLER (NIB) 
727 MULTI TASK (MT) 
(J 158 X.COPY PRO 
1) 357 COPY AND CRACK 
(1.325 LOCKPICKER V2 
1 416 MAVERICK V5 
HARD DRIVERS 
7191 HID CLICK MENU 
1) 501 R/D PREP Ai200 
(1779 WIB 3 INSTAL 
1 780 WIB 2 INSTAL 
1 621 H/D STACKER 
1) 665 MR BACK UP PRO 
1) 490 8 DISK MAGIC WB 
1) 533 H/D SUPERLOCK 
(1) 957 GAME INSTALL V2 
11141 GAME INSTALL V3 


PRINTING 

[1065 AMIGA FONT 7 DISK 
Cl] 100 PRINTER DRIVERS 
(1) 048 PRINTING STUDIO 
[1] 345 BANNER MAKER 
LJ 243 AWARDMAKER 5 DISK 
(057 TEXT ENGINE V4 
(393 LABEL DESIGNER 
[394 INVOICE PRINT 
(J 437 EDWORD TEXT ED 
(749 FORM PRINTER 

AMIGA 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
fmicanee | 
CL] 691 DAILY DIARY 
C) 470 LITTLE OFFICE | 
eis | 
1) 1121 REM-DATE 
O 637 DBR COUR | 
ete | 
L) 1060 3 DSK LION KING | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


MONO CLIP ART 
CL) 172 15 DISK PORTFOLIO 
( $58 7 DISK CLIP ART 


AMIGA MODEM 
1413 N. COMMS V3 
(079 OPTICOMMS V2 
(690 TERM 2 DISK 
C801 DMS PRO 
Cl] 1085 TAZ BBS LISTINGS 

PROGRAMMERS 


(1 288 A-BASIC TUTOR 
0) 383 E MODUAL 
Cl 156 SOZOBON C. 
C306 UNDERSTAND AMOS 
C722 TONS OF AMOS 
0 1067 DATATYPES 
DO IT YOURSELF 
(1 239 SLIDESHOW MAKER 
(381 ADVENTURE MAKER 
(808 MAKE A DISK 
[] 242 MENU MAKER 
1 724 AMIGA FAX 
(7 585 2 DISK PARNET 
C1032 MAX BBS. KIT 
Cl 1097 2DSK HELMBOOK 
VIRUS CONTROL 
1) 506 41200 VIRUS 
0 160 M.V.K. PLUS 
[1 993 VIRUS 2 


AMIGA UTILITIES 
(] 612 4 DISK TOOL-KIT | 
C 1030 Al2 DIONIC TOOLS 
C1076 AGA TOOL-BOX 


DISK & SYSTEM 
C) 166 SYSTEM TESTER 
() 467 FILE UNDELETE 
C) 194 DISK OPTIMISE 
[) 356 ENGINEER'S KIT 
CL) 245 FIX DISK 
C) 168 HARDWARE MANUAL 
AMIGA 


L) 766 GEOGRAPHY 

(] 532 MATHS 5 DISK 

CL] 644 ENGLISH 4 DISK 

C) 486 LANGUAGES 4 DISK 
C) 270 PLANETS 6 DISK 

CL) 304 ENGINES 5 DISK 
C059 AMIGA TUTORIAL 
1 1123 WORLD HISTORY 


DISK COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY 
disk and run on all Amigas unless otherwise stated. 
nek ue ao a Hien FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE 
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STAKEOUT 


Tote) slat = 


The marks awarded to each PD 
disk are based purely upon its 
own merits and, of course, our 
personal views. Value for money 
and reliability are also taken into 
account as well as features and 
quality of the software. 


Compatibility 


The PD disks reviewed in this 
issue were tested on an A1200 
with a basic 2 megs of chip RAM. 
Check with your PD supplier that 
the disks you are ordering are 
compatible with your Amiga. 





Or 





ShareWare? 


All freely distributable software 
comes under the rather decept- 
ive umbrella of “public domain”. 
Quite a lot of this software is, in 
fact, shareware. Shareware 
means that if you like the 
software, or use it regularly, the 
author will request a reasonable 
donation from £5 to £20. Thereis 
usually a note on the disk in- 
forming you if the software is 
shareware or regular PD. 

Whether or not you send a 
donation to the author depends 
totally upon your level of 
conscience and morals. Remem- 
ber, if you send a donation to the 
author, you may receive an 
updated version of the software. 
Even if you don’t receive an 
update, you will have given the 
author the incentive to continue 
contributing into the public 
domain. 
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John Devoy (£6) 


John Devoy has developed a much 
needed tool for game developers on 
the 1200 and 4000. His ‘Scrolling Map 
Editor 2 AGA’ has been designed to 
take 256 colour IFFs and split them up 
into tiles so that scrolling playfields for 
games can be easily constructed. 

Enclosed on this diskis an R-Type 
demo to give you an idea of what can 
be done. The user-interface is well 
designed, and there is an AmigaGuide 
document for easy reference. 

The software creates maps that 
are machine independent, and can be 
used by any programmer, from Amos 
through to Assembler. If you register 
with the author you will get source 
code and information on how to 
incorporate the maps, masking, and 
collision detection into your own 
software. An excellently useful tool 
and very professionally created by 
John Devoy. 


The postman staggers up the stairs 
under the weight of this month’s 
sackful of reader, and Public 


Domain submissions. David Ward 
sorts the chaff from the wheat. The 
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chaff is then recycled, sent to 
Finland, and used for making the 
paper for AUI. Well, maybe. 





Saddletramps PD (95p) 


From NFA comes Out of Space 
1, a collection of text files and 
pictures from Cyberspace, 
of things from outer space — 
UFOs and little grey men 
to be precise. If you are a Ufologist, 
or just a fan of the X-files, then this 
disk makes interesting reading. If 
you are normal then you soon won't 
be. Remember — “Trust no one”, 


and “The truth 
is out there”. 














Pixel Digital PD (£1) 


To go all with Multi Icons, there is a 
useful Appicon program on Digital 
Utils. Associate can recognize 
various defined files that lack 
an icon, Workbench having given 
them a pseudo-icon, and add a real 
icon to it from a preset list. 

Big Brother is another monitor 
for the Amiga, along with MagicClock 
for MagicWb users. The util. that 
caught my eye most was Disk 
Squeeze, a DMS replacement that 
uses the Lzx algorithm. Unfortunately 
you need to have Lzx 1.2, which is not 
supplied, but if you have it then this 


would be well 
worth getting. 
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0 PD DISKS FOR A FIVER FROM OVER 9000 DISKS, BL 


Ora oe = 


ANK 
DISKS £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17p IN BULK. WE ARE THE 
CHEAPEST PD LIBRARY IN THIS MAGAZINE! 


OUR CATDISKS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE UK’S 
COOLEST BBS, MIDNIGHT EXPRESS, ON 01384 865 626! 


ape oer 


V12-PD not only sell PD, but also offer sound sampling, digitizing, membership, commercial 
games trade in and sales, blank disks, PD swaps, and even, by the time you read this, colour 
scanning up to 24 bit in any resolution! We are the number one PD library, check this list of 


services against any other library, we wipe the floor with”em! 


Howdy to all Amigasusers!!!! 
Well, what a lovely day it is for reading a long but interesting PD ad!’You'll notice that our ads aren’t the intenselyand mind numbinely boring lists of PD titles, which 
in our minds, mean nothing anyway. Let’s start off with a few simple facts shall we, V12-PD is run by Amiga freaks, I’m not just saying that, it’s true! Want proof? Ok, 
we have 19 Amigas, yes, 19, all of which are used each and every day in the running of V12-PD. Now who else can boast such a broadside of the world’s best computers? 
No one, else, even the largest companies don’t have as many as us. Need more proof? What about our prices? We sell disks cheaper than any other library in this or 
any other magazine, just check any of the other libraries, none of them comes within a mile of our prices, which are: 

1-5 disks — G65p each 

6-9 disks — GOp each 

10+ disks — 50Op each 

P&P is 50Op on any size order! 
Wre hawe declared war on rip off PD prices, so we warned, competition! 

It's all very well having cheapo PD, but what else would make you shift to us from your usual supplier, after all, your regular PD library has loads of titles that we don't, 
right? Wrong! = =We have more titles than any other large PD library, not only do we have 9000 in the catalogue, but we can get just about any other PD you want 
too. Just an example of what we have, 1-3860 of 17 Bit’s library, 95% of Active Software’s, 90% of Ground Zero’s, 95% of PD Soft’s, 99% of Software 2000’s and masses 
more. No only this, but we have 500+ that none of the above have. We import titles from Europe and the United States that are exclusively made for us, and our last 
2 catdisks have had 1000+ titles added each month, that’s at least 5 times more than most others! We're so perfect using us feels better than wiggling your toes on 
your cat, and that’s a promise! 
But the main thing we have over the competition is our approach to PD. We are friendly, funny, and there’s no chance you'll be baffled by business types because we don’t 
work that way (we don’t work at all, erm, carry on!). Our catdisk is humorous, it’s not the boring rubbish you see from everyone else, the sort of thing you read and then 
go around talking like Nigel Mansell for weeks, oh no, our catdisk is so cool. We are true Amiga freaks, we now what people look for in software because we are looking 
for it too, Check out the new commercial game we stock, sword of honour, it is a brilliant Ninja beat em up arcade adventure, released onlya few months ago and received 
many good reviews. This is being retailed by us at the outrageous price of £14.99, yes, practically budget price for a brand new game! Webhave a PD demo disk of the game, 
so you can try before you buy! 
We have every PD title you'lleverneed, and then some! We stock all the latest demos, slides, animations, collections, games ete. Serious users geta truckload of utilities, 
huge quantities of clipart, tutorials on everything from DPaint, Imagine, Workbench and loads more. We have laads of educational titles for the little kids (and the 
rather big ones too! ), music fans havea huge selection dedicated to them, thousands of modules including a massive collection of modules disks compiled by us, samples, 
music composing software and more. Artistic Amiga users get a huge range of art, loads of paint package, graphies converters, the list is endless (well, nearly!), 











a pes 


Because we have more titles than all the other competition there is a much better freedom of choice for everyone, we have more of everything than anyone else, and 
all of the titles the competition stock too, so why ain’t you at our party? Our service range is also totally out of the league of all other suppliers, we have equipment 
that they can only dream about, sampling at up to and beyond CD quality, digitizing in true 24-bit, and now scanning to in 24 bit in any resolution you want (do you 
know how much scanning hardware costs that allows this level of resolution? If you have a weak heart, | won't tell you! ). Just ring and ask about anything we offer, 
we won't lie to you, honest, we ¢an answer the phone when it rings from 10am until 7pm 6 days a week (we spend all Sunday praying, oh what little cherubs we are!) 
We aren’t part time jockeys, full time professionals, with the full time service you can expect. 

Still not convinced? Right, we'll have to resort to torture then, pass the ear waggler someone! Naah, only kidding (or was 1?) Our catdisk is the coup de grace, as we 
said earlier (about a year ago im reading time!) It is humorous, well presented and very easy to use. It auto detects workbench versions and adjusts itself accordingly 
so there’s no compatibility worries, you can install all files to ram for a super speedy catdisk (100k crunched files in under a second!), or install utils for about 20% 
increase in speed. There’s always free PD on it, it’s two disks of joy and happiness! Music, animation, art, commercial games list at ridiculous prices (no need for piracy 
anymore!), like 3 quid for boxed originals of this year! We challenge any other PD library to put their catdisk up against ours and not be embarrassed. 

So What have you gorto lose? Our disks are all guaranteed, all we ask is you trust us. How do you get our two mystical lurve machine catdisks? It’s dead easy, just send 
3 first class tamps:or 75p to our address above with your name, address, national insurance number, prison number) finger prints) at least 86 forms of identification, 
14 photos, and a British Rail sandwich (we prefer cheese). Ok, just kidding, send your name and address with 3 first class stamps and we'll send you our 2 disk catalogue 
with free PD and details of all our services, membership schemes all in a lurvely little jiffy that you can give grandad to keep his ‘baccy in afterwards! What more can 
we say! Look at it this way, would you rather spend 5 quid on PD and get 10 disks or 5? It’s up to you but I know what I'd do (go down the pub with it!). 

A special hello to all our friend-I-poops in the Amiga industry, including Rob Daviau and family in Canada (Hi Rob!), Stefan Mansier in Holland, Freak of NFA. 
aid Birch, Neil Painter (talk to me man!) and everyone else. Also hi to Tony Hickman at Amiga Format, please ring us more often, 3 times a day just isn’t enough! 


Hi Mum! 


WE STOCK ALL THE COLLECTIONS INCLUDING ASSASSIN’S 1-250, FRED FISH 1-1000, SCOPE 1,220, 


AMIGAN, ARUG, NEW ZEALAND, IMAGINE OBJECT COLLECTION, CLIPART COLLECTION, BARBIE, 
AMOS, LEGAL TOOLS 1-149 AND THOUSANDS MORE. WE NOW ALSO SELL CD’S CHEAPER THAN 
EVERYONE ELSE, EVERY AMIGA CD AVAILABLE IS, ERM, AVAILABLE FROM US! 


9000+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that! 
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Pixel Digital PD (£1) 


Multi Icons 2 is a very decent 
fore) | {=1e14(e] ame) Marc y-amm 10) (0) 0] mum (ere) al-mmie)s 
drawers, disks, Prefs, and program 
icons. Very pretty but you will 
need lots of chip RAM. Very much 
for Icon fanciers. 


Roberta Smith DTP (90p) 


Roberta Smith is now compiling her 
own disks of utilities under the name 
Netsurfer. Issue one has a handful of 
little progs. 

AmigaTemp is designed to turn your 
computer into a scientific instrument. By 
connecting a SMT type thermocouple to 
the joystick port — I’d read the 
instructions first before doing this — you 
can then measure temperature. For the 
scientifically minded! 

Boot_Ute2is, apparently, the best 
degrader for Amiga running WB2.0 
and above. Disable fast memory, the 
PCMCIA port, other drives, and much 
more. A vital tool if you still want to run 
some of that/old/crap software. Come 
on there must be a more modern 
version of what you want to use that 
works with the new OS. 

ClassAction is a little piece of 
software designed to recognize different 
filetypes and request you as to what you 
want to do with them. It has an Appicon, 
an Arexx port, and is a commodity. By 
using its file requester you can view 
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GIFs, uncrunch files, read text, and so 
on, but setting up may prove a bit 
complicated for the uninitiated. Do you 
know what ‘offsets’ are? 

|FFlabel allows you to print disk 
labels, while NaeGrey removes the 
grey border from around Workbench. 
Shrub is a util. to give you a directory 
tree structure in a small window similar 
to the Tree command in MS-DOS. 

The best utility here, in my view, is 
ScreenInWindow. This gives a sort of 
‘picture-in-picture’ facility that allows 
you to keep an eye on what's going on 
in another screen while you are using 
something else. Forinstance, you may 
be wordproccessing and want to see 
how your comms program is getting 
on with its downloads without having 
to swap screens. Recommended. 

Last, but not least, is TinyMeter — 
another memory gauge. 

As usual this disk is up to the 
good quality of material that comes 
out of the Roberta Smith stable. A 
helpful addition o 
to anybody’s 
collection. GS Yo 





Pixel Digital PD (£1) 


This is a neatly accessed double disk 


set of the best hand-drawn art, and 
music from the current Amiga scene. It 
just shows you what talent there is 
around using the Amiga. Yet we all 
knew that, didn’t we? See for 
yourselves, | don’t have to say any 


more. rs) ct of 


C.0.S. (£6.50) 


This two disk set from Chris O’Connor 
is designed to give you up-to-date 
information on the planets within our 
solar system, as well as details of the 
planetary probes launched by NASA 
and the Russians. 

The software is AGA only and, be 
warned, that if you only have one disk 
drive there will be rather excessive 
floppy swapping if you want to access 
the gorgeous pictures. Experienced 
users should be able to install the 
software onto their hard drives. 

The demonstration version we 
received only allowed limited infor- 
mation on the planets, but even that 
would be enough to satisfy the casual 
user. 

For budding Patrick Moores | 
suggest the fully registered version 
that is available directly from Chris 
O'Connor. This has more facts, more 
planet information, and details on the 
numerous unmanned probes that have 
been sent into space. 








Fifth Dimension 
(£2.957) 


Hilt is a cross between Gauntlet 
and Dungeon Master. Four 
characters have to be selected 
froma preset ‘rogues gallery’ so 
that you can form up your 
adventuring party. Then it's off 
into the unknown to hack at 
monsters and collect the 


treasure, 


Although not as fast as 
Gauntlet, you have to move and 
control the actions of each 
character individually, you are 
nevertheless presented with a 
slick AD&D style game. Unlike 
Dungeon Master, the view is from 
overhead, so you know where 
everybody is constantly. An 
lively Tate! amusing 
entertainment well worth 
J elclaleliaem-teliicm (i melee 








Railway = 
Simulations ==2=™ 
for the pny 


These are realistic railway simulations acclaimed by customers in over 
20 countries, many of them working railway staff, now almost the whole 
range is available for the Amiga. They do not offer arcade-style 
graphics, simply realistic displays based on those used in modern 
signalling centres. Compatible with Workbench 1, 2 and 3, and hard 
disk compatible minimum of 1Mb required. 


Penzance 1955 - experience again the fascination of steam. Includes 
managing the shed (83G) and preparing and selecting the right 
locomotive for each train, as well as planning the use of platforms. 
£15.95 


Birmingham 1982 - A real challenge! Five routes to be handled in 12 
platforms, some of which can hold two trains. Your task is to fit a 15- 
minute interval local Cross-City service, and other local services, in 
between main-live services on the former Midland and North-Western 
routes, with the added complication of loco-changing on the cross- 
country routes to the south and west. £15.95 


Birmingham 1993 - Similar to the 1982 version (see above) but with 
the interim Cross-City service operating - electric only north to Lichfield, 
with diesel units maintaining the service south to Longbridge and 
Redditch. More HSTs on the cross-country routes, but still plenty of 
loco-changing. £15.95 


Special offer: both Birmingham 1982 and 1993 for only £23.95 

Prices shown above include VAT, postage & packing (UK or overseas). 
Please send payment with order, or quote full credit card details 
(including expiry date) and remember to state your computer type. 


Over 70 railway simulations available now for the 
MasterCard Amiga - SAE for complete list (or receive | VISA 
one with your first order). | 


SIAM Lid. (Dept. AU11) 1 St David’s Close, 
Laverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP8 8LU 


Satellite Smartcard Emulator! 


Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt decoders to your com- 
puter. Emulation software to decode most encrypted channels 
(including Adult, Film, Music & Sport) is freely available — 
full details are included. This product should not be used to view 
channels for which you do no have a subscription!! 


NOW ONLY £49.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC & MACINTOSH 


Send two 25p stamps if you need further details. Please add £3.95 P&P 
and allow up to 30 days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. 
E&OE. Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. 

Fax: +44 (0) 1884 255273. 


NUCLEUS DIRECT (AU) * 4 ANGEL MILL ¢ TIVERTON ¢ DEVON ¢ EX16 6PE 


Internet Software Kit 


The very best Internet utilities available including 
the latest World Wide Web browsers and huge lists 
of FTP an WWW sites (10,000+) ¢ including those 
hard to find ones! 

Now includes one month’s FREE Internet access! 


ONLY £19.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC & 
MACINTOSH OR £89.95, £129.95 INCL 
V32 BIS V34 FAX MODEM 


Please specify computer, add £3.95 P&P per order and allow up to 30 
days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE. 


NUCLEUS DIRECT (AU) * 4 ANGEL MILL * TIVERTON * DEVON * EX16 6PE 
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Amiga Licenceware Specialists 






Fl Licenceware 5D 


pI010399 F1-092£3.99 Licenceware Slideshows 
A Gos oe aps see FDU-002 £2.95 ALADDIN x3 
av. eee NATIONAL LOTTERY SHARON STONE 
F1-048 £3.99 F1-10126.99 -FDU-003 £2.95 BODYSHOP 8 AGA 
SCM4 MAPPER 

we ce a DANI BEHR AGA 
A.B.G.T.AMOSV2  F1-105 £3.99 JUMP /EM 
F1-086 £4.99 DYNAMITE ART CORE AGA 
LEGIONS OF DAWN. F1-106 £5.99 —FOG-004£2.95 SPORTS CARS AGA 
(state HD/floppy)  AMOSZINE 8 HILT MOTO-SCANS 
F1-090 £3.99 F1-107 £3.99 FDG-006 £2.95 NEVER LIKED UNO 
PUNTER V3.0 GREENIES PARADOX 2 COMIC ART 3 

Fl Gold FDG--007 £2.95 BOHEMIAN 
Each title comes with a printed AS manual = BLACK DAWN II BIG GIRLS ILAGA X 3 


and plastic sleeve, Software of extremely 
high quality with full technical support. 


FG-001 G.R.A.C. v1.1 Create your own 


Prices & Ordering 







ith ease. The first Fits bind 1-4 PD disks 95p each 
on ANY computer. SPECIAL PRICE £5.99 | 5-9 PD disks 85p each 
FG-002 BLACKBOARD v4, Image processor 10+ PD disks 80p each 
£8.50 All PD & Licenceware 


FG-003 MAGIC PAINTBOX. Superb new art 


pack for kids, with over 84 functions. £5.99 POST F RE E 


Send just 50p and receive our superb, easy to use, custom written CATALOGUE 
disk, supplied FREE with first order. Contains full details on ALL Licenceware & PD 


WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY THE FULL AMITEK RANGE 


oaur TEL/FAX 01709 888127 2anr 
1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe, Rotherham, South Yorkshire $63 9BY 
Please make Cheques/Postal Orders payable to SADDLETRAMPS PD 
Centurion PD 


QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE 


CD ROMS NOW AVAILABLE 
BC MODS & SFX - Packed with Mods Samples amd FX ......-..-....cscsseusn : 99 acces af Full of Stereogram Pic RE en shcocintuns 9.99 
CDPD THE eyery Fish 1-660 & other Misc dota ...........csssssssssssssosese 9.99 et RT & FONTS - AV; sp ef OT re 9.99 
CDPD Il - Fish 661-760, scope Disks, AB20 archives ............cccsecrwsesssesee 9.99 NTS - Adobe, CG, Bitm imap, IEF, PS, POX & More... ...cssseseerrersnn 9.99 
oo Ill - Fish wb 890 Archived & ready 10 FUN .ascs.vievnisesensnensnnn 9.99 WA CLIPART. EPS, IMG, Gowid, IFF, Bitmapped €10 ...secnscnsoncn 9.99 
EMO (D - Modules, Anims, Fonts & Clipart ........-.cvsorerreeceseseeneseen 9.99  EUROSCENE - 1000's of Demos from around en | eae 14.99 
FREE P&P ON ALL CD ROMS 


G103 DR MARIO - tetris clone U53 LITTLE OFFICE - small office utils 
6122 WET BEAVERS - well put together U54 CLUMPY ICONS - loads of em 

G120 SCOTT F/BALL MANAGER - management sim USS SPACEWAITER (1.3) - demo maker 
G125 XEMEX - superb! asteroids game U6] S.1.R.D.S. - create your own images 
G127 PROPERTY MARKET - make millions U63 SUPER DARK - screen blankers 
G129 MANGLED FENDERS - hash the other cars U67 HD CLICK - hard drive menu maker 


only 75 
per dis 


6015 SHEPHERD - brilliant populous clone 
G046 18 HOLE GOLF (2) - very good golf sim 
GOS8 OVERLANDER - superb vs ix 
G07] GAMEBOY TETRIS - just like 
GO85 100 PD GAMES (7) - superb collection 
G092 SENSI MASSACRE - shoot hollands players 
6096 HUGO (3) - RECOMMENDED! Troll game 
6097 STARBASE 13 (2) - RPG game 
G100 - TAKE EM OUT - orcode shoot em up 
6102 DONKEY KONG - arcade version 
G107 MARIO IN WONDERLAND - supeb graffix 
G114 TOP OF THE LEAGUE - footy management 
G119 UN SENSI SOCCER - just like sensi 
6123 GREEN 5 - superb!! flashback clone 
G124 DELUXE GALAGA - fontestic!! get it 
6128 POKER MANIA - bondit/poker sim 
6146 BATTLE DUEL - 2 player tanks game 
G144 SUPER COMBAT 3 (2) - cannon fodder clone 

DM60 TEMPLE OF DECEASE (AGA) - great demo 


G14] DR STRANGE 2 - iy lg pd platformer 
DMG) DRUGSTORE (2) - fantastic demo by abyss 


G42 MASH. - lemmi 

G135 CHANEQUES (2) don't mis this DM62 VOMIT - from duplo 

6143. JUMP EM - puzzle gome DM63 LECH (AGA) - new release 

G150 CODENAME NANO - great thrust clone DM64 ZOOTJE (NOT 5/600) - beavis & butthead 
DM65 GREEN DAY (2) (AGA) - new release 


GIS] ALIEN BASH II - alien breed clone 
G152 DELUXE PACMAN - great pacman done DM66 NOT THE 9 O'CLOCK NEWS (2) - very funny 
DM77 ITCHY & SCRATCHY Nod - very funny 


G153 DUCK DOGGERS - brill platformer 

6154 INNER DEMONS - text odventure DM69 ITCHY & SCRATCHY No2 - very funny 
G155 BRATWURST (AGA) - | or 2 player shot em up 
6139 DIPLOMACY - risk type game 

6134 MR MEN OLYMPICS (2) - summer sports 
G118 INTERNATIONAL CRICKET - neat cricket sim 
6116 WIPE OUT - space shoot em 

G110 ALL ROUNDER CRICKET - good cricket sim 
6112 FIGHTING WARRIORS - streetfighter clone 
G115 HIGH OCTANE - motor racing sim 

G18) X-BALLS - puzzle game 

G098 WORLD DARTS - | or 2 players 

GO76 USA 94 - soccer cards 

G072 STRIKE BALL - baseball sim 

6070 STAR TREK (3) - control the enterprise 
6062 METRO - build your own rail link 

GO17 AMOS COIN DROP - fruit machine sim 
GOI2 KISS THE CANVASS - boxing sim 

GO41 BATTLE FORCE (WB2+) - strategy game 
G068 SLAMBALL - speedball type game 

GO73 MENTAL IMAGE 2 - a quality 
GO99 NEIGHBOURS (2) - ramsey street rpg 


G133 FORMULA) RACING SIM(5/600}-greatracingsim U70 MAINACTOR 1.55 - cnimation editor 
6136 TEAM TETRIS 1.36 - play as o team U7) COP THE LOT PRO - lottery predictor 
G140 SPRING TIME (WB2+) - addictive ACTION REPLAY PRO v4 - superb utility 
6148 A DAY AT THE RACES - horse race sim 1200 HD SET UP DISK (WB2+) - very good 
DMO8 SPACEBALLS WAYFERER - brill demo MEGGA ED - superb text editor 
DM12 SILENCE OF THE LAMBS - demo VIRUSZ {1 (WB2+) - excellent virus programme 
DM46 SPACEBALLS S.0.T.A. - superb demo A4 PACKAGE - brilliom! (64 emulator 
DM47 AGATRON - animation pack SYSINFO 3.24 - analyse vdu system 
DM54 JESUS ON E'S(2) - superb demo MINIMORPH - 50 times faster than other pd progs 
DMS5 SONGS RACK (AGA) - 9 techno tracks TEXTURE STUDIO (WB2+)- imogine texture renderer 
DMS6 RAY WORLD (3) (AGA) - superb demo BBLANKER 3.6 - (WB3+) - superb screen blonker 
PRO GAMBLE 2.1 - gambling predictor too! 
1.U.D.E v1.00 - the ultimate degrader & enhancer 
STUDLEYS HD INSTALLERS 3 - install games to HD 
U100 MAGIC W/BENCH 1.2 (WB2+) - very poweful 
U98 MAGIC W/BENCH EXTRAS (WB2+) - use with U100 
U99 MAGIC W/BENCH EXTRAS 2 (WB2+) - use with U100 
U104 WORKBENCH 1.3 (WB2+) - degrade 600/1200 etc 
W107 GOLD ED 3.0 (020 PROCESSOR) - brill!! text editor 
U108 MANDELLA - amazing fractol generator 
U126 MENUMAKER (NOT WB3+) - create menus with ease 
U131 MODEM UTILS - a superb collection 
U152 PRINTER DRIVERS Il --yours might be in here 
U153 PRINTER DRIVERS - another lorge collection 
U158 POWER LOGO - excellent word processing pack 
U165 RIM DATABASE - the best avnilable in the pd 
U176 SID 2.8 - d opus type file utility 
U201 ULTIMATE DISK CREATOR - need we say more? 


DM59 ROOTS II (020 processor) 


DM76 BIG TIME SENSUALITY (2) (AGA) 
DM75 ALIEN ASPIRATION (AGA) - latest 
DM74 GEN X (2) (AGA) (4MB) - fantastic 
DM73 MOMENTS (AGA) - latest release 
DM72 ANIMATUNES (2) (AGA) - great demo 
DM71 HOUJOBB JAMIN - new release 
DM70 DAS OMEN (AGA) - latest release 
DM68 GRAPEVINE 21 (2) - the wait is over 
TEXT ENGINE 4.1 - top pd text editor 
PC TASK - run pe progs on your amiga 
GARDEN DESIGNER - design your own plot 
LAST WILL & TESTAMENT - just sign it 
ASI BOOT UTILS - lots of am 
ASI CRUNCHERS - lots of em 
AMICHECK v2.0 (WB2+) - cheque book prog 
SPECCY EMULATOR + GAMES (2) - superb 
AMIGA PUNT - betting predictor 
DISKSPARE - expand your disk capacity 
} R COMMS - modern pockoge 
WB 3 a apr for lots of em 


U216 VIDEOTRACKER - Wow! o superb video package 
CA019 ESSENTIAL CLIPS - over 130 clipart images 
(A018 CARTOON BRUSHES - ready to use with d-paint etc 
MU19 ENHANCED SOUNDTRACKERS - a good collection 
MU21 OCTAMED v4 - a superb 8 track music package 
MU22 MED 3.21 - os above but with 4 tracks 

MU35 DRUM STUDIO (1.3) - fantastic drum machine 
MU88 JUKEBOX - play (D's while you work 

£007 C ENCYCLOPEDIA (12) - comprehensive guide 
E01) D-PAINT IHl TUTOR - went for d-paint work 
F014 EASY SPELL Il - kids spelling package 

£018 GCSE Ban fantastic!! gain top marks 


pat 


pay o tot amnion Fe (Dept AU 24 pvt Drive, 
ane ur AY O73 s payable to B g feed 
767 rs 


tel (01274) 677673 24 
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FreeStyle PD (£1) 





Demos... Don’t we love them? The 
Rygar slideshow from Stratosfear is 
extremely well done. Polish in origin, 
Rygar proves to be an exceptional 
Amiga artist and musician. This demo 
rates very highly for professional 
quality graphics and general all round 
excellence. 


FreeStyle PD (£1) 


The program that had us in hysterics 
here was Wheelbarrow Simulator. Not 
the best game for graphics, but 
certainly the most innovative. The 
object is to guide our hero around a 
maze of rooms, or up and down an 
elevator, so that he can collect pieces 
of a jigsaw. Unfortunately Wheel- 
barrow Simulator only runs on 
machines equipped with a 68020 or 
better processor. However, if you 1200 
owners out there want a bit of fun then 
you could do much worse than give the 
old Wheelbarrow an outing — and we're 
not referring to its sexual preferences. 
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Wooglies is a sliding block puzzle. 
Our hero must quickly shift the huge 
stone cubes around the screen 
before the green slime can getto him. 
To win you must trap the blob, but if 
lolem-le-Male)@el tiie @-islelelelsmem ia ir 
the blobs flows that much faster—you 
e[=) @erelar-telis rem @uleemaelshu-a ele muir-ce| 
with frustration but Wooglies 
will keep you 


woogling for va: VA 


quite a while. 











Fifth Dimension (£2.95) 


This disk contained another variation 
on an old theme. In Paradox 2, you 
control a little character who has to 
push coloured balls around the screen. 
The object of the game is to collide balls 
of a similar colour so that they 
disappear. Clear the screen of balls 
and you can proceed to the next level. 
That's the easy bit. Of course, there 
are traps and puzzles to solve before 


Another AGA demo, Water 
Whisper, was very colourful, very 
well done, but rather on the short 
side. There’s only so much you 


FreeStyle 
PD (£2) 


The AGA demo 
Control, a two disk 
set, featured lots 
of smooth scrolling 
and morphing. 
However, it lacked 
colour and was 
made up of rather 
dull blues and 
greys. A few spla- 
shes of real vibrant 
colour and it could 
have been sub- 
stantially improved. 








you can do this. Level one is incredibly 
easy, but from then on things get 
difficult. A simple, yet absorbing game. 
Don't start if you oO 

bed early. Ss he 





Freestyle PD (£1) 





can get onto one disk. Are we all 
beginning to think in CD rather than 


floppy terms. Oh well, | suppose we 


must return to reality. 
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Saddletramps PD (95p) 


Funhouse Ill is a collection of really 
sweetlittle games and a weird pattern 
generator. Boing is a bouncing ball 
platform game, — yes, we're into balls 
this month, and don’t all shout, “Every 
month!” — and along with VectorTrap, 
provides quite an interesting way to 
pass the time. Greenizis odd, an alien 
blaster that has been described as 
“the saddest game ever”. Is that how 
you would choose to cheer yourself 
up? | dare anyone to get past level 5. 


Contacts for PD 
reviewed in this issue 


: C.0.S. 
73 Manvers Road, Mexborough 
Soth Yorkshire S64 9EU 









Roberta Smith DTP (90p) 










John L. Devoy 
8 Glendale Drive, Bishopbriggs 
Glasgow G64 1JU 












Fifth Dimension 











For a professionally created plat- 
form game ata PD. price, you cannot 
go wrong with Nesquick. This is a 
German creation, hence the ‘Spie- 
leende’ when you get killed 
off. The idea is to get your bunny 
through the various levels to collect 
the numerous objects. Preferably 





Saddletramps PD (95p) 





Caption 


without being ‘late’, as in ‘the late 
Bunny’. All the while you hop past 
Nesquick milk shake adverts. 

Wholesome fun. Very sustaining 
and will not put so much weight on 
you as a nightly mug of the product 
after which it is named. 


An overhead aspect gives a weird 
viewpoint for Bouncer. This is ademo 
version of the full, 100 level, game. 
This disk only contains 7 levels. The 
idea is to direct your bouncing ball 
onto high scoring tiles rather than the 
traps or empty space. And empty 
space is exactly what it is, hence the 
scrolling starry background. Bouncing 
balls? They certainly have a place in 
Amiga history, whether this game 
will is another 
matter, but it’s 
quite fun. 


135% 





1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe 
Rotherham S63 9BY 
Tel. 01709 888127 










FreeStyle PD 
108 Woodside Way, Short Heath 
Willenhall, West Midlands WV12 5NH 
Tel. 01922 710985 









Pixel Digital PD 
Unit 6, Laurel Business Centre 
15 Laurel Road, Liverpool 7 
Tel. 0151 259 4017 









Roberta Smith DTP 
190 Falloden Way, Hampstead Garden Suburb 
London NW11 6JE 
Tel. 0181 455 1626 










Saddletramps PD 
1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe 
Rotherham S63 9BY 
Tel. 01709 888127 
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to Reply 


Bud Vennos has gained even more 


pages, 


eet OOtOOwTYfOfQfGfO OE EEE ET tt CCC SS  ————_, 


Could it be the readers? 


Dear AUI/, 

After reading the October issue 
of your magazine and seeing 
the number of “older” new 
users, | should like to make 
them an offer. Having a system 
of three machines: 500+, CD32, 
and 4000/030 and four years of 
tinkering, all my knowledge has 
led to one realisation: without 
someone with whom to share 
your ideas, it all becomes rather 
hollow. What better thrill than to 
help others? 

Although no expert, perhaps 
some of my ideas may be of 
some use. Also at my disposal 
are several CD-ROMs full of 
programs and all anyone who 
wants to contact me has to do 
is send an S.A.E.. | will answer 
anyone who does. 

No money will be charged, 
but programs will require a disk 
being sent as it will otherwise 
cost me money. Due to a back 
injury | may be unemployed 
soon so it will keep me sane 
should the worst happen. 

| hope this letter is of use to 
the readership and look forward 
to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
James Abram, 
Wolverhampton. 


Dear James, 

Who was it, possibly the Bishop to 
the actress, who said “Nothing is 
good and beautiful alone”? In fact, 
whoever it was, Bishop or not, he 
was wrong. Probably what the 
Bishop had in mind is certainly 
better in company, but solitude is 
sometimes wonderful, especially 
for a writer, or possibly many 
kinds of artist. |’m not much of an 
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artist, he said modestly hoping for 
a chorus of disagreement, but | 
find it very much easier to answer 
letters such as your own if | have 
some undisturbed hours on my 
Todd, as the rhyming slang has it. 
(And | know the origin of that 
saying. Does anyone else?) 

Solitary computing can be 
difficult if you are not used to the 
vagaries of the technology, or 
simply haven't had the chance to 
fiddle around and get the 
confidence. That's certainly true 
as you get older. But | wouldn't 
know that as | am just about to 
reach the age of consent. (Please, 
Dad. What is it | can consent to 
now? My girlfriend says it can’t be 
sex, we’ve been doing that for 
years.) 

AUI does seem to have plenty 
of wrinklies both as readers and 
writing - not me, of course, | had 
my first face lift at 14. Perhaps 
because it has an attitude - no, 
not “Attitude” but an attitude - 
which lets any reasonably 
intelligent person in on the 
mysteries of technology in a 
mature, or at least not immature, 
way. 

So yes, there may be golden 
oldies in thousands, even millions, 
among AUI’s international 
readership - you can imagine 
Residential homes all over the 
world where AUI is regarded as 
the only cure for Alzheimer’s 
Disease and also insomnia - who 
would like someone to help them 
along. Why then have we not 
published your address for them 
to contact you? Two reasons. 

First, there is a perfectly good 
and very expert and helpful 
organisation set up already to do 


this, |CPUG. The Independent 
Commodore Product Users Group 
has been in existence for over ten 
years and is, with the greatest 
respect, a group who collectively 
have far more experience and 
expertise than you to offer. 

Secondly, inadvertently, no 
doubt, you have offered to help 
AUI readers probably to break the 
law. At my disposal too there are 
several CDs, but if | copy 
programs off them and put the 
progs on floppies, what am | 
doing? Yes, indeedy shipmate, 
giving a good impression of Cap'n 
Morgan or Long John Silver. 
Pirates, me hearty James. You are 
flying the skull and cross bones as 
your duster. 

Nay there, bosun, get down to 
the hold and stop tempting us 
simple Jack Tars of the Amiga 
with your wicked ways, keep that 
for the bunks in the forecastle etc. 
etc. 

You can’t go around offering, 
through the hallowed pages of this 
seafaring organ to COPY stuff and 
mail it to other readers. Get wise, 
James, or I'll be visiting you yet on 
a prison barge moored in 
Wolverhampton Harbour. You 
should, as all help needing 
readers, keep sane and seaworthy 
by joining HMS ICPUG and sailing 
the Amiga seas both in good 
company and without fear of a 
keelhauling by the shore patrol. 


Dear AUI, 

| have your July 1995 issue of 

AUI and enjoyed it thoroughly. 
Your magazine is improving all 
the time. You have a very good 
balance between DTP, 


Video/Graphics, business 
applications, games, music, 
programming, general news, 
telecommunications, and 
gossip. | heard a rumour that a 
well balanced magazine cannot 
possibly be put together by well 
balanced people ? 

This letter was not prompted 
to contact peers, but 
specifically to praise you for 
Mark Blackham’s article, 
“PAPERING OVER THE 
CRACKS”. | read many varied 
computer magazines. | can’t 
recollect seeing any full length 
theme on paper in any English 
or American computer 
periodical. 

| belong to three very fine 
AMIGA computer user groups. 
AMUSE (NYC), Bronx User 
Group (BUG) and the 
Westchester Amiga User Group 
(WAUG). | sometimes write 
articles for their monthly 
newsletter and have just 
finished writing one on PAPER 
for this month’s BUG NEWS. 

Again, thanks for the great 
coverage you have given 
AMIGANS during these difficult 
times. We hope those times 
have passed with ESCOM’s 
purchase of CBM. 

Very truly yours, 
Warren Modell, 
Bronx, New York. 


Dear Warren, 

Do you really think bugs are going 
to interested in paper. | have 
heard that cockroaches, of which | 
believe there are several billion in 
New York, eat the stuff, but / 
wouldn't have thought that many 
other buggies would have 
appreciated it. Of course, there 
are bookworms, but they aren't 
really worms or bugs, are they? 
Anyway the cost of paper has 
gone up so much that if | were 
you | would feed them caviar or 
smoked salmon, it’s cheaper. That 
is unless you are someone like 
Martin Witton who gets so much 
of the stuff, caviar and smoked 
salmon not paper, that he just lets 
it rot in his 30 metre walk in fridge, 
while the rest of us don’t get 
enough to cover a cream cheesed 
bagel. 

Rumours of the kind you 
mention are always correct, 
except for the fact that before we 
are allowed to join AUI we provide 
a classical ballet diploma and 




















have worked in a circus as a tight 
rope walker for at least the normal 
apprenticeship period of 7 years. 

Only then are we allowed to 
Start using an Amiga while 
standing which, the Editor insists, 
makes us a balanced magazine. 

Ah yes, the late lamented Mad 
‘Max’ Blackham, interior decorator 
par excellence, was always 
papering over the cracks. It was 
he who rightly, as it turns out in 
your case, thought that AUI 
readers would like a diatribe on 
papyrus. Yet he was persuaded at 
the last minute to change it to 
paper. He has returned to his 
native Kiwiland to become the 
next but one Prime Minister, and 
is presently papering over the 
cracks between the political 
parties. A hopeless task for which 
his time on AUI was thought to be 
an appropriate preparation. And 
you live in the Bronx! You're a 
brave man, Warren! 


Dear AU, 

Thanks for printing my letter in 
the July issue. Sorry that | did 
not elaborate on my regrets at 
buying an A1200; | did not 
expect you to print my letter! In 
the same issue one of the 
magazine’s contributors 
inserted a comma before the 
final “s” in the plural of a word. 
Tut Tut. But that’s not why I’m 
writing. 

I’m on my fifth A1200 in less 
than a year. The first two did 
not work at all, the third 
succeeded in formatting about 
30% of my old QL discs - it was 
not until | purchased some new 
disks that | realised the disk 
drive was permanently 
destroying them. 

The fourth A1200 had an 
intermittent fault in the 
modulator. The fifth one works, 
for the moment. But had | 
known what little and useless 
documentation came with the 
machine; and had | known how 
much more money it would cost 
me to find out how it works, | 
most certainly would not have 
considered buying it. Even PCs 
come with documentation 
which, in my opinion, makes 
them less hostile than the 
Amiga. 

The only book that | have 
bought so far is “Mastering 
Amiga Assembler”. Not to put 
too fine a point on it, itis a 
complete rip-off. The cover 


proudly proclaims, “ All you 
need to know to enjoy...” etc. 
So what is the author’s 
definition of “all you need to 
know”? He tells the reader how 
to open a window and print 
some text in it. And that’s all! 
No user input, no disk access, 
no sound, no graphics. Instead, 
a load of waffle about program 
planning, mixed code, and C. | 
spoke to the author on the 
telephone and his excuse was 
that there was no room in the 
book. Trim the waffle, author, 
and make the book worth 
owning - in the meantime, my 
copy is at the Trading 
Standards office. 

In your reply to my letter you 
wrote that | must be in heaven 
after using a QL. Not so, the QL 
has a compact, efficient DOS, 
unlike the Amiga, and it is in 
ROM where it belongs. Minerva, 
a replacement DOS, is easily 
better than the lumbering 
clumsy AmigaDOS. And the QL 
has an efficient Windows 
system nowadays. Text87PlusA, 
the world’s best wordprocessor, 
is infinitely superior, and 
noticeably faster, even on an 
unaccelerated QL, than 

WordWorth 2 and Protext. 
Whoever wrote the QL emulator 
has my heartfelt gratitude. 

But its (it’s?) not all doom 
and gloom. There is Octamed 5 
and Deluxe Galaga - the only 
two programs that get booted 
more than once a month, apart 
from the QL emulator and 
WordPro. 

Finally, if anyone cares to 
swap a QL plus Gold Card for 
my A1200, you have my 
undivided attention. My number 
is (01507) 338044. 

Thanks again for an excellent 
magazine; pity it is dedicated to 
such a yucky machine! 

Yours sincerely, 
Alan Pywell, 
Lancs. 


Dear Alan, 

You are a lucky man. Not for 
having all that trouble with the 
1200s, but for being able to get 
hold of a gushing flow of them. 
Who do you know at IBM or 
Amstrad or even Atari? They 
certainly didn’t come out of the 
late CBM or even the (late and 
expensive) Amiga Technologies 
GMBH (VC and Saloon Bar). You 
must let us into your secret hoard. 





Or is it all a figment of a corrupted 
imagination, corrupted from taking 
foo many Quantum Leaps over 
barrels, Eddie Eagle style? 

| worry about the commas too. 
At night, | sometime awake She 
Who Must Not Be Disturbed 
(especially on Saturday nights) by 
shouting in my uneasy sleep 
“Comma! Comma! It's - or Its 
comma!” 

She usually, | can’t say 
normally because normality isn’t 
her thing, replies by snarling, in 
her charming way, “Shut the 
hyphen up! Or your semicoloned 
AUI fun will come to a full stop 
and I'll make you sleep in the 
apostrophic garden shed again 
until you get a proper job!” So you 
can see | share your comma 
concern. 

But there are millions, no 
trillions, of Amiga users around 
the universe who would disagree 
with you on your view of 
AmigaDos. | don’t want to boast 
but | was visited recently, while 
trying to get a few moments of 
rest in the garden shed, by the 
Archangel Medhi, accompanied by 
St. David of Pleasance. They told 
me, in the strictest confidence, 
that if God had wanted us Amiga 
users to use QLs he would not 
have made Sir Clive such a lousy 
businessman - or had him born in 
the UK. And that anyone who 
made music on Deluxe Galaga 
and played the addictive game 
Octamed, would believe anything 
and probably come to bad - and 
very hot - end. | do hope they are 
not referring to anyone you know. 


Dear Sir, 
First | should like to thank Andy 
E for the monitors program he 
sent me. | can now use XCad 
3000 and Blitz Basic on my VGA 
monitor, the latter program 
returns a system date for the 
1st Jan. after a leap year as 
32nd Dec. the previous year, 
must be something to do with 
being programmed in the 
Antipodes and crossing the 
international date line. 

| purchased an MBX 1230 XA 
50MHz + FPU from Indi a while 
ago and a 16Mb SIMM from an 
advert in a PC mag (they’re 
much cheaper than in Amiga 
mags) and thought your readers 
would like to know that for 
equal speed the faster board 
works out cheaper. The CPU 
requires 2 1/2 cycles to read or 


write to memory at 40MHz (25ns 
cycle). 62.5ns is available to 
access the memory. Therefore 
with 60ns memory the CPU can 
run with no wait states, 
whereas a 50MHz CPU (20ns 
cycle) with 1 wait state can use 
70ns memory both reading or 
writing at 10MHz although the 
internal operations of the 
50MHz CPU will be 20% faster, 
the difference in cost between 
the memory is greater than that 
of the boards. 

To those people who have 
the same board, the default 
setting is 4 cycles. This can be 
reduced to three (1 wait state) 
as memory speed is 
conservatively rated, being the 
worst case, and at an elevated 
temperature. | have had no 
problems with mine running at 
1 wait state (six months at time 
of writing). 

What | would like to see ina 
new Amiga is to stick to the all 
in one keyboard design with a 
CD and real time clock as 
standard, in addition sockets 
for any CPU up to 060, an FPU, 
and a couple of SIMMs, updated 
IDE and PCMIA, space for one 
3 1/2 or two 2 1/2 HD which can 
be fitted without invalidating the 
warranty, the addition of 
Centronics and Midi interfaces, 
and all the ports to be mounted 
vertical on a separate board 
with socketed buffer chips for 
easy replacement. 

Vertical mounting would 
leave enough room for another 
board with an extra serial, 
Centronics and three parallel, 
such a specification would 
allow the user to tailor the 
machine virtually without 
restriction. | know the addition 
of the sockets would increase 
the cost considerably, but the 
alternative is what we have now 
- very expensive upgrading. 
How many people just want 
extra memory and find that it 
will cost them twice as much as 
if they owned a PC. Workbench 
needs to have a ToolsDeamon 
type program built -in, and a 
proper VGA driver which can 
have horizontal overscan. | 
Wish! 

Yours, 
John Hancock, 
Dorset. 
Dear John, 
Your suggestions are 
exceptionally well worked out and 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 112 
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To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 


Original, fully scaleable, 
vectored clip art 


For Amiga and PC computers NOT PUBLIC DOMAIN 


In ProPage format for ProPage, ProDraw, Pagesetter 2/3 and in Adobe Type 88 EPS 
for Final Writer, Wordworth 3.1 (not SE), Pagestream, Art Expression, ProVector. 
Set 1) FRAMES, CORNERS, STRIPS AND MOTIFS 
Set 2) BADGES, BANNERS, BUBBLES AND BURSTS 
Set 3) SIGNS AND SYMBOLS 
Each set is packaged in a library case and has: 


- About 100 original, high quality, scaleable, vectored images mostly in colour. 
- A booklet showing all of the images on the disks for quick easy reterence, 


- A large, monochrome, bit-mapped version of each image. 
+, and hints for their creative use. 
 @ 
) pe 


£19.95 per set or £17.50 each when purchasing 2 or more sets 
Please state which program you require your clip art for. 
For details of all Artworks* products for Amiga and PC computers, including our bitmapped range, 
please contact Artworks. 
Please rina cheques/PO's payable to ARTWORKS 
etnes, 3 Pond Side, Wootton, Uiceby, South rhebaree DN39 6SF 


01469 588138 oe (Ee) 
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P.O. Box 672 
South Croydon 
Surrey CR2 9YS 

Tel: 0181 657 1617 


Public Domain and ShareWare 
~ fully tested, documented and virus free! 


Edited & Printed docs. 

* YOU choose the programs 
WE make you YOUR disk. 

1-3 FULL disks £1-50 each. 

* 4 plus disks £1.25 each. 


The LATEST in PD and 
SHAREWARE! 
PLUS! Free help & advice by 
post or telephone - anytime. 
*« Written Help! sheets. 


s FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION PACK & 


CATALOGUE DISK only £1 
% Including the LATEST Virus Checker & FREE updates ** 





















Gilligham, Kent, ME7 2UH 
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Bruce Smith Books 


New Books for your Amiga 


Bruce Smith’s Total! Workbench 3 

The complete guide to Workbench on Amiga 
A1200 and beyond. The long-awaited follow- 
up to the best-selling A1200 Insider Guide. All 
aspects of using the Workbench are covered in 
depth with plentiful illustrations, practical 
examples and tutorials. Nothing is left 
unexplained. 

ISBN: 1-873308-55-8, 416 pages. £19.99 
inclusive. 


Bruce Smith’s Total! AmigaDOS 

Suitable for any Amiga with AmigaDOS 3x- 
A1200, A4000 etc. AmigaDOS is built into every 
Amiga and learning how to use it can greatly 
enhance your use of the Amiga. Every 
AmigaDOS command covered. 

ISBN: 1-873308-56-6, 512 pages, £21.99 
inclusive. 


Paul Overaa’s Total! Assembler 

The complete and up to date guide to writing 
superb programs for your Amiga. Follow the 
step by step examples (all provided on disk) 
and you'll soon master Amiga assembly 
language programming techniques. ISBN: 1- 

873308-57-4, 512 pages, two disks, £24.99 
inclusive. 


UK Comms - Internet and More 

This is the complete computer communications 
book with everything you need to get started 
and progress in one easy to use package. 
Written by John Kennedy and Darren Irvine. 
ISBN: 1-873308-40-X, 320 pages, £19.95 
inclusive. 


BSB - Masters of Amiga 

Practical: Real examples with no detail left out 
and no assumptions made; step by step tutorial 
text with examples and illustrations at every 
important point; great design to make 
information easily accessible. Useful: 
Comprehensive reference material fully indexed 
and with no stone left unturned; programs, 
routines and utilities on disk; technical 
appendices, bibliographies and glossaries. 
Reliable: The best authors, regularly updated; 
Amiga developer status. 

Bruce Smith Books publishes a complete 
range of books for your Amiga. Whether you 
run a secondhand A500 or an A4000 040 
we've got a book for you. 

Send or ring for a free catalogue. 


24 hour credit card hotline: 
01923 894355 


Cheques/POs/cards to: 
BSB, Freepost 242, St Albans, 
Herts, AL2 3BR 


INSANITY 


QUALITY AMIGA 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 


000’s of disks in 
stock!!! Including 
entire assassins 
collection, AMOS 
collection, clipart, 
fonts etc & many 

other games, 
utilities. 
You name it, we 
can get it. 

For full listings & a 

free game send 50p 


and an SAE for our 
latest catalogue disk. 


For more information 
call (0378) 054637 
after 6pm. 





















Cheques/P Orders 

Payable to A P Varley, 
Insanity PD 

542 Grange Rd, 






Dept. AUI 99b London Road, Gloucester GL1 3HH. 


Presents.... 


Lottery Winner Pro Ill 


For only £5.00 (includes p+p and our latest catalogue disk) 
— Wheel system support, including editor — 
— Zodiac prediction — 
— Hot/Cold number prediction — 
— Technical support — 
“1 got my money back four fold in one week!” 














lf you have written any software you would like us to market, then get in touch. 


Please make all cheques etc. payable to SHOAH PD. 
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To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 





Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB 1/2) ... £9.95 
Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB3)...... £19.95 
Mastering AmigaDOS 2 Vol 2 (Reference) .... 


Amiga Disks & Drives .....cssssssccssssssssses £14.95" 
Amiga Workbench A to Z wcccccssscsssseee £14.95* 
Amiga Assembler Insider Guide ......... £14.95* 


serrabt a ahsvonssiomshia soosaabecacsoaterepl rnconvcesinecotisssiss £19.95 Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual (2nd Ed. - WB 
Mastering Amiga C ....ccssssesesssssssessesssseee PERT FSD ssccccosaiea ysisoneraserrns ieeeSbocliasstiaauietervbeeinteed £9.95 
Mastering Amiga Printer .........cssss00 £19.95* Amiga ROM Kernal: Includes (2nd Ed.—WB 1.3) 
Mastering Amiga System ...........sseses00 SEN Pan” scSbsshcinnisacesingccsvexsbignenstiecsopbvete snes epesseann £14.95 
Mastering Amiga AMOS ..........:.c.scscsssses £19.95 Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual (3rd Ed. WB 2) . 
Mastering Amiga Arexx ......ccssssesseresnene Nk alae dh Ate sasaes sever ser tvassbhnahic asaya oa ichons 25.95 
Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Tutor ............ £21.95* Amiga ROM Kernal: Includes (3rd Ed.) £34.95 
Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Reference...... £21.95 | Amiga ROM Kernal: Libraries (3rd Ed.)£34.95 
Mastering AmigaDOS Scripts ............... £19.95 Amiga ROM Kernal: Devices (3rd Ed.) £25.95 
Mastering Amiga Programming Secrets£21.95* Amiga Real-Time 3D Graphics ............ £14.95 
Amiga Al 200 Beginners pack .........c0. £39.95 Computers & Chaos Amiga Edition..... £14.95 
Amiga Al200 Workbench Pack............ £39.95 Amiga Game Makers Manual............000 £16.95 
Amiga Gamers Guide Vol | o.......ccsscsss0 £14.95 Mapping the Amiga 2nd Ed. ...........ssss00 £25.95 
Amiga A600 Insider Guide ..............0 £14.95 Amiga BASIC: A Dabhand Guide.......... £15.95 
Amgia A1200 Insider Guide...............+ £14.95 Secrets of Frontier Elite ........s.ccssccssessssseen £9.95 
PT DOD: NOME SONG cc sossheosinteendssibesantinicts £14.95 “free companion disk supplied 


Because of a bulk purchase we are able to offer certain of the videos at 
greatly reduced prices while current stocks last. 
AM01!01 Animation Video volume | . £7.50 AM0102 Animation Video Volume 2. £7.50 


AM0104 How to Animate ...........:0000 £5.00 AMOI05 Animation 101 oo... £7.50 
AM0109 Desktop Video Volume | .... £7.50 AM01I10 Desktop Video Volume 2.... £7.50 
AMO1 12 Amiga Primer .......sc:ssessssseen £7.50 AMOI13 Hot Rod Your Amiga ........... £7.50 
AM0115 Star Wars Animation Collection... AM0116 History of the Amiga ........... £5.00 
Paonia este sedat st eeesppeonsysveek Colas foomeitaeoezinvoen £2.50 AM0201 DPaint IV Video Guide....... £10.00 


AM0117 Amiga Graphics Volume | ... £7.50 
AM0202 Advanced Techniques with DPaint 
diessous ee cei eemtasese narckecebanioiectopassonarenalioaes £12.50 


PRICE MATCH: We will match any 
lower price advertised in this issue for 
any book or video listed 


FREE postage in U.K. Europe airmail & Worldwide surface mail add £1 per item. 
Airmail outside Europe add 25% 
Access & Visa orders accepted. Tel/Fax 01 706-7 15028 Send SAE for descriptive catalogue. 
We also support the Commodore-64 -— send for list and stock a vast range of PC books. 


DTBS (Dept AU12) 7 Castle Lane, Todmorden, Lancs OLI4 8AF 
Tel/Fax: 01706 812800 












Carri CD Distrigurt 


> ALL AVAILABLE | 
cl TV" TITLES INSTOcK #®MIGA‘=: 


70+ CDTV TITLES COMPATIBLE WITH CD32 
100+ CD32 TITLES/50+ VIDEO CD TITLES 


o Wr 





ui 













ZOOM £19.99 

MEETING PEARLS 2 £9.99 
SOUND LIBRARY £19.99 
CD WRITE £44.99 
LIGHTWORKS £39.99 


GATEWAY £9.99 
AMOS CD V2 £19.99 
AMINET 7 £14.99 
IFF & PCX 2 £19.99 
LIGHTROM 2 £39.99 









POWER GAMES £9.99 ASSASSINS CD £12.99 
DEMO MANIA 1 £12.99 MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT £9.99 
GAMERS DELIGHT £14.99 LOCK N LOAD £9.99 
ULTIMEDIA 1 & 2 £19.99 LIGHT ROM £19.99 
BACK IN STOCK * * HUTCHINSON’S ENCYCLOPEDIA £9.99 * * 

THIS IS JUST A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF THE TITLES 

WE STOCK 

PLEASE SEND A S.A.E. OR RING FOR THE LATEST LIST. 
WE ALSO STOCK THE COMPLETE ALMATHERA, FRED FISH, 

G.T.I., OPTONICA, PD SOFT & WEIRD SCIENCE RANGES. 


CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION 


Dept AU12, Capri House, 9 Dean Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3AA 
Tel/Fax: 01628 891022 
ee) TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

















BLACK COUNTRY MICRO’S 


THE MIDLAND’S NO. 1 AMIGA SALES, 
SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 


Fast and reliable repairs on all Amigas and external hardware, printers, monitors 
and hard drives. 
A500/A500+ £41.99. 
Price inc parts, labour, 3 months warranty and return delivery! 
Other Amiga repairs. Please call for free quotation. 
A600/A1200 internal hard drives. 


2.5 inch IDE hard drives 3.5 Inch IDE hard drives 
80MB/£75 120 MB/£99 120MB/£79 170MB/£99 
170MB/£110. 340MB/£165 210MB/£115 340MB/£125 

510MB/£215 540MB/£150 840MB/£210 
Please call to confirm prices 1.2 Gis/E269 
before ordering Please add £5 P&P 


Cable kits for hard drives: 2.5 inch £5 3.5 inch £15 (Plus £2.50 P&P) 
A1200 Ram Upgrades: 2MB £119.99/4MB £179.99/8MB £299.99 (+£2 P&P) 
Philips Colour Monitors, 3 months guarantee plus Amiga lead £99. 
Amitek Colour Monitors swivel stand and leads for the Amiga £195, 
Microvitec Multiscan colour monitor £295 (+ £15 P&P on all monitors) 
14.4K Fax Modem £95 28.8K Fax Modem £175. Both modems come complete 
with NComm and Amiga fax software (Plus £5 P&P). 
AM| file safe for hard drive users. No more invalidated disks, faster transfer speeds, 
very easy to install. User Version £29, Pro Version £69, 
Director Opus V5 £49 GP Fax £39 Easy Ledger2 £195 Hypercache 2 £24 
Image FX 2 £104 (Please add £3 P&P on all software). 
NOW BACK IN STOCK A1200 AND A4000!! 
A1200 BASIC £399 A1200 170 MB HD £499 
A4000 PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM PRICE 
BLACK COUNTRY MICROS 
7 MILL STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS, DV5 2RG 
TEL: 01384 825088 FAX: 01384 826088 
TEL AFTER 7PM: 01562 720214 


































Delphus Visuals uses Amiga/PC 
platforms to produce high quality 
stills and animation for all aspects of 
computer graphics applications. With 
a personal service you can be sure 
that you are involved in every stage of 
production, from design right 
through to the end product. 


Working in the following areas: 















3D Modelling/Animation £350 per 10hr day 
Architectural & Product Visualisation £350 per 10hr day 
Multimedia & Conference Displays £Please Call 
Image Processing/2D Animation £Please Call 

Web Page Design & Implementation £50 per hr 
MPEG/FMV/Quicktime £Please Call 






Output to: Video (Broadcast- VHS), CD Rom, Al Colour Prints 


For further information 
Please call Simon Wilson on 


(01633) 613300 
















ARENA £ 


52 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 INTERNATIONAL, 


RAVEN SOFTWARE 


ALL PD ONLY 6OP 


HURRY, THIS OFFER ENDS IN OCTOBER! 
P@eP 1-3 —S5O0P © 4+-E£1 
Send 3 Ist class stamps for catalogue to RAVEN SOFTWARE (AU), PO Box 99, YORK, YO2 4ZB 


PENGUIN (i226: 


p Only LOW Only wa a oadean Menta 
PadBLIC DOMAIN 


il £14.99p COST £14.99p H PD present their Experience 
Art-Animation-Music - Playable Demos-Fonts - Games 





















= i Se 
; —_ > 4 r * SS, se i C , . 
— a é <... \ § . i ’ . 


inc p&p inc p&p first includes the 
| Overseas VIDEO overseas l LATEST AGA 
Experience. 


dd 25% dd 25% as a 
a LZ‘ a 2) 70 
i ; TITLING i i This is the first 


Shareware. 
| Software & Video | Rg 


Amiga CDROM 
disc - The AGA 


2 100 MB of 


This includes: 
to A1200/A4000 greatest AGA 


Compilations - Clipart-Assassins 1-220 - Miscellaneous- eis Rees senotcal Ae ee 
Games - Demos-Music Utilities - Education-Funpack 1-36 I 30 “i VHS Video UK format | ama Co paper ay 
- Scope 1-220-Fred Fish 1-1000 - T-Bag 1-77 J Inscript 1.1 DTV software | [Rasy best AGA games. 
Klondike cardsets. 2 200 MB of the 


A EXCLUSIVE AGA 
Slideshows. 

© Magic 
Workbench Colour 
scheme 

2) Custom Ray- 
Traced Icons. 

2 Licensed Amiga 
Report diskmags 
2) All AGA Amiga 
Doom-Clones 


latest AGA Demos. 
2 Mods, Pics, 
Objects & much 
more! 

This is a NEW 
release at just 
£19.99! 

For more details 
about The AGA 
Experience, please 
contact us. 


Slideshows - Utilitiies-Ham Radio - Business-Jam 1-10 


50P EACH 


POST AND PACKING FREE 
RING OR SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
0589 722502 y 


f Captonator v2.0 subtitling s/w i 
Spectrapaint v3.0 Paint program 
Utilities disk copier & other s/w 
| 2 fonts disks bitmap & true F 
colour fonts 
| plus GVB-PD CATALOGUE | 
DISK 


Send £14.99p or overseas + 25% ; 


A AMIGA } payable to G.V. BROAD ENT i (Trade Enquiries Welcome). 
TO G.V. Broad Ent; Dept auioct SAdENESS. 13 Russell Terrace, Mundesley, 
PO BOX 179, READING, j 43 Badger Close, Maidenhead, Norfolk. NR11 8LJ. ENGLAND 
TEL/FAX: (01263) 722169 EMAIL: 


Berkshire SL6 2TE England 


2 va PIXEL DIGITA 


Games Education AGA Demos 
Super Combat 3* Amiga Beginner Picturebook (4) 


BERKSHIRE RG3 3DD, ENGLAND 


BUS STOP PD 


RICHARD _BROWN@METNET.DEMON.CO.UK 





=> PHONE € 
0151-259-4017 


NEW! 


From Pixel comes the 


















Alien Bash I WB2 Tutorial Alien ulitmate menu creator: 
ee ee GAMES Pita ast Last Soldier (2) Guide to WB3 Stellar - Human 
GALAXY BLAST RY FOR DAWN en oe hi nace ” 
TI DERGNET et O BIC , TH PRISONER PET SHOP BOYS Pokermania Comms Guide V2.1 Fruit Kitchen 
GRAPHICS RIPPER ‘SEVEN TILES WATERSHIP DOWN JESUS ON E's (2) Wally World (2) Back to School (3) Braindead 
SNIULATORS BATTLE ‘CARB 2 sano wee oP Deluxe Pacman Birthdate History Man on the Moon (4) Load in your own IFF 
1 - . LAWNMOWER DETH (2) Battle Duel Dos Reference guide Cronos files and turn them into 
SID V2.0 QUIZMASTER YABBA DABBA “xsi ; & > turn ther 
TOOLS 3 TOMCAT GIRLS OF SPORT MERCILESS Step 5 Global Facts (2) Das Omen fully functioning 
OP TIOCAAIS A CATACOMB PAUEINA NAPALM DEATH Chaneques (2) World Geography Switchback (2) gadgets 
LITTLE OFFICE CARD GAMES yet Mar K.D. LANG Jet Set Willy 3 DPaint 3 Tutor Thudcore Draw your own gui 
BUTCHER TETREN CHER MY WORLD Cyberman Holidays (2) Roots II frontend 
CARTOON BRUSHES SHGSTSH FERRARI MISERY Star Trek (2) Weather Guide (3)* Lurking Shadows Ideal for Pack 
Sass Pee) TENNIS ss to ge SIMPLE MINDS Spelltris Amiglobe (2) Mui Baygon compilation, Hard 
ee aire 20 PIN MAGNA MANIACS SWEET CHILD “jsiaent oe est Bie Plant M Drives, es Cd 
TRUE BLUE (2) onopoly aint uddy (2) idav the 13th (4 interfaces etc., 
DISNEY CLIPS OLYMPIAD (2) GARFIELD (2) al se Carnage The X-Files Guide ns : . he Easy to use! 
PRO DEMO CREATOR OBLIVION DEEP SPACE 9 THE UNFORGIVEN (5) Ser Animatues (2) eX ae 
D COPY V3.1 SLAMBALL IRON MAIDEN (4) LSD STORY (5) Psst saoue Greenday (3) Online Help! 
D PAINT FONTS (10) ARTILLERUS WENDY JAMES SrINaEiG Harry Haddock Utilities lech Printed Manual 
MISICALC. ESCAPE srdleopacibn Ary “és Rebellion MUI V3b Twisted (4) Full Version only 
NEIGHBOURS (2 CORN CIRCLES DREAM TRIPPING Powerbattle Enlock V1-4 Sa eal etiam £15.00 
EIG S (2) E 
CRUNCH & COPY CLASSIC MUSIC (2 Odyssey - Now Fixed ; 
ST. MODS (10) SKYFLYER M*A*S*H Balls VO-99 for the 1200 (5) Shareware version only 
ane bie Sods GLAMOUR LIFT MY CUP Dr Strange 2 Videotitler MUI Assembly 95 intros £1.00 & 50p PP 
WREX Please state over 18 THE PROCLAIMERS Dead of Night (3) Blitzblankers V2.6 me ee tan 
DISK OPTIMISER ic DEERE EPECIALS : g ; Psychedellic (3) NEW! 
QUALITY CLIPS (5) BACKGAMMON Soi BS fF) RMSON'K: Cybergames (2) Disksalv V2-11 Some Justice : 
OCTAMED MODS (5) SEA HEIST CLASSIC GIRLS (4) FAIRLIGHT 242 Platman MagicWB V1-2p sonesgumes* Starkers for the 500/ 
AMIGA E MICHOMARNE | te TOTALLY TEKNO J E MagicWB Extras “enna mags 500+/600 
SPECTRUM EMULATOR V17 MR MEN OLYMPICS (2) SUPERGIRLS 3 : ump km a agic mes Miracles e “pitiss 
SPECTRUM GAMES (8) BILLY BURGLAR BEYOND FORCE (2) Madhouse (2)*_ Volumes 1-12 (2) SME ARGOTSON 
eae IRON GLADS 2) SEXY DROIDS ACCESSORIES 18 Hole Golf (2) ColourWB AGA Glamour wh 
ABC va Pres Sane SEXY DREAMS DEP incoded Klondike III (6)* D/Opus Companion Starkers 1-10 y not ty our own 
1200 FIX DISK CASHFRUIT UTOPIA (4) a Roketz* The Designer V1-53 Starkers 11 coded catalogue disk 
AMICHECK DOMINOES BO DEREK 100 CAP BOX sss» £7.40 : Star Trek P ; Starkers 12 just send 2 x Ist class 
3 Music tar ire atterns . Sle a : 
NCOMM V3.0 SORRY MARIA WHITTAKER 100 4-COLOUR LABELS .. DIY Reko V1 & 2 Calender Girls 1 stamps to the address 
PRINT A CARD SCORCHED TANKS KATHY LLOYD sche deetianseatcceaieetcio £2.50 Eagleplayer (2) ay 4.4 below 
SLIDE SHOW MAKER STEWARDS ENQUIRY MADONNA SEX (3) Delitracker (2 Bluff Videotitler Calender Girls 2 
MAVERICK V5.0 SOLAR LORDS DOMINIA (2) DISK DRIVE CLEANER ...... i ee is8 Be 08 Spectrum Emu V16b —_—Calender Girls 3 
PAINT & ANIMATE V CHESS SABRINA sssdivi dion ve £3.29 ippoplayer Ve. Gold-Ed V3.00 Pam Anderson (2) 
SPECTRAPAINT ORK ATTACK TATJANA A4 MOUSEMAT ........ £3.29 Octamed V4.0 73 - ae How to order: 
LYAPUNOU AGA SON OF BLAGGER Space Th 123 Word V2.3 - Spell C/Crawford (3) 4 
TYPING TUTOR TANK N STUFF MAYFAIR (3) 500 800 1200 sagt ks 2cecieieail Term V4-4 (4) Pheobe Cates (1) 1: Either send your 
NAKED DREAMS Art of Noise ; = order to: Unit 6 
DCA COPY SWORD OF WARLOCK (3) DUSTCOVERS ......... £2.99 Clone - C S Claudia Schiffer (3 sod j- = kaye bate 
BFPO (3) Fe ne opiers audia Schiifer (35) : 
BIT MAP FONTS (5) SLIME 10 CAP BOX £1.49 How Many Tunes Fusion Tools #1 Madonna “Sex” (3) Laurel Business 
MUSIC RIPPERS GOBBLERS nai a (eae eee Mannys Many mods Se ee AOORES SER: Centre, 
SKICK 100 GAMES (7) STRIPSLOTTER QUALITY DISKS ....... £0.50 Disarm walker (2) Pro Printer Drivers Devas (2) 15 Laurel Road 



























All titles work on 
all Amigas, all 
titles are single 

disks unless 
otherwise stated 
in brackets 


We also have lots of good quality 
secondhand games at very reasonable 
prices. At present we have lots of RPG, 
adventure, war simulations, sport, 
platformers and shoot-em-ups, so if you 
want a game and you can't find it then we 
may have it, you never know 


Tel (01455) 554982 


Between 9am and 5pm 
Disks normally despatched in 24 hours 
P&P 50p PER ORDER, NOT PER DISK 
EUROPE 25p PER DISK R.O.T.W. 50p PER DISK 


Catalogue Disk Available 

















ALL DISKS 90p EACH 

Please make cheques BUS STOP 6.0 Dept APR 
s payable to Bus Stop 

PD and send it with your GN EICESTERSHIRE LE17 4HN 


ae) SS 





Star Trek Samples 
Terminator Samples 
Predator Samples 
Percussion Samples 
Urb Shakedown (6) 


Misc 
Grapevine 21 (2) 
Sauce *‘n Code 2 (2) 
Raw Issue § 

The Word #6 
Digipix 8 (3) 
UFO (6) 


D/Opus Utils 2 

Gui Creator V 1-1 
Newicons 

Meny Menu System 
Kick 2.0 
Assignmanager 
Personality Analyst 
Kingcon V1-3 
Vark Cli Utils 7 
Vark Cli Utils 8 
Testkit 

Amigabase 

HD Installers 4 


Playmates (5) 
Beach Babes (5) 
Please State over 18 


AGA Slides 
Sun “TRSI” (2) 
Artcore Scoopex 
Beast (3) 
Creature Shock 
Mosaic 


Liverpool 7, 

2: Or Phone 
0151-259-4017 
PRICES: 

1-10 Disks £1.00 
10-20 Disks 75p 
GB FREE P&P 
Overseas £1.50 P&P 
Please make all 
cheques payable to 
S Jessop 
Same Day Dispatch 













TOP QUALITY AMIGA PD & SHAREWARE : 
DISKS from ONLY 50p EACH 


ARENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 








THIS TOKEN ENTITLES YOU TO 


Send 2 first Class STAMPS or 50p for CATALOGUE DISK | When you BUY 10 or MORE DISKS 


AMICOM PD, Dept AUI, 22 Church View Close, Havercroft, Wakefield, | 
West Yorkshire WF4 2PH 





* FREE PD! 


* Membership 
Discounts! 


® FREE MONTHLY 
Newsletter! 


* Special Offers! 


Send SAE for details or 
telephone 
EXAMPLE PRICES 

Brilliance V2 ; 
Lightwave 3D.... £432.99 
Citizen ABC Printer 


We also supply Amiga Software/ 
Hardware to non members - 
telephone for details 


Tne Amiga 


User Clu 


22 Heol Marlais 
Mi FTale\ ie) (1 
PAVosleat-laiiel ae 
Dyfed SA18 3UY 
Tel: 01269 851413 











Est. 9 years cm 


(OI332) 2IFI219 


REPAIRS 


Drive Repairs 
A500/A500+ 
A600/A1200 
90% Success Rate 
All repairs are covered with 90 day warranty 
A500, A500+ Keyboard repair 
A520 Modular repair 
Amiga Power Supply Unit . 
or send your faulty one and pay only .. £19.99 


SPARES 


lA 
Amiga A500 manuals ..........cccccsrsereerssesesenenees £7.99 
PU OUG I ES ccsscecacssasannkoohdpstcatacredesavevsannsivteeeeie £2.99 
PETE OIG CRDO sass dscssenspespeneypeiexmassnrveiicians £19.99 
(Replacement Top and Bottom) 
PU PP WARE coc cccssickiciyiy sacchcepevere voeusasy wevervons £2.99 
Various Drive Spares POA 


1 Year warranty. Allow 7 to 21 days for delivery 





YES! 100 Games 
on 7 Disks only 
£6 post free 


Arcade/Puzzles/ 
Cards etc 





ELECTRICS 


Tel 
0116 276 6668 


an : 
ei 








Amos + C + Blitz 
PROGRAMMERS 
REQUIRED 


Generous Royalties ¢ Plus 
BONUS for Best Sellers 
TEL/FAX 01709 888127 for 
free information pack 
JUST-IN BLACK 
DAWN Il £2.95 
P&P FREE 
1 Lower Mill Close, 


Goldthorpe Rotherham, 
S Yorks S63 SBY 





















ONLY THIS TOKEN MAY BE USED 
(NO PHOTO COPIES) Expires Dec 1995 


| 

| 

| 

| 2 FREE DISKS : 
| 

| 

al] 






COMPUTER SERVICES 
Sales and Support 


for the pro-video 
user. After 20yrs in 
the TV industry and 
7 yrs with AMIGAs, 
we can build, install, 
upgrade, and do 
most things with 
computer graphics 
and video systems. 
Wee 08 eek ti 8.6 Se 
“where computers 


















video 





and 







9 


come together’ 
MDs a © a tS 





Talk to us about 
Lightwave3D PAR, 
24Bit Cards, Monitors, 
TVPaint, Wacom 
Tablets, SCSI Disks, 
DAT, CDROM, RAM, 
Scanners, Genlocks, 
Fonts, Subtitling, 
Prompting, Custom 

- Programming, 
(even Windows/NT/ 
PCs!) 


Tel/Fax 0161 793 1931 


Compuserve 100046 
36752 Silver Birch Grove, Swinton, 













MANCHESTER, M27 SFZ 





To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 Bes 0171-586-0434 

























For 2 disk catalogue with included (a goodie Convert your Amstrad 








too!) please send 3 1st class stamps or a cheque for 75p to... COLOUR MONITOR £10 

DIY MADE 

A fr r O V/ fe ad DEFT 1, 464/6128 (CTM 6440) Picture only £6 £10 
464/6128 (CTM 644/0) ine Stereo 

PO BOX 7, stad a 








464.6128 PLUS (CM14) ine sound = £95 
464,6128 Green (GT-65) Pic Only £6 = £10 
Dept AU Hagars Electronics 
127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent 







*Denotes AGA only. HD Denotes Hard Drive required DOVER, 


Arrow Pd wishes all A.U.I. readers a Merry Christmas KENT. CT15 4AP Send 2x25 p stamps fe or 


full catalogue to: 



























































6527 Raphaels Revenge (1) 6737 DPaint Tutor (1) 6742 Guide to the Internet (1) a 
6541 Xenex (1) 6511, 612 image Studio V2 (2) 6753 Personally Analysis (1) 36 Bodelwyddan Ave, Tet Tao e) GESA6 
6545 Deluxe Galaga 2.5 (1) 0642 C-Light (1) 0515 Mysteries of Mars (1) ‘el: ( § fk, 
oo ae Pe EP ge BES Old Colwyn, Colwyn Money Back approval PRP in 
anks! (1) f magine 2 Buddy System iens Multimedia (2)° aortas ph See sear 
6879 Gloom Demo (1)* HD 6286 Cop the Lot (1) Bay, Clwyd LL29 ONP CQ/P.OJACCESS/VISA/SWITCH 
5082, 5083 Cybertech Corp New V. (2)* 0540 Spectrapoint V3 (1) 1346 Amiga Beginners Guide (1) Delivery 2 days 
3469 Fears (1)° 4126 Batman Slideshow (1) 


3118 Babylon 5 Slides (1) 
2277. «3D Stereogram $ Slideshow (1) 






























































6483 Doom Il (1)° 
6727, 6728 Madhouse (2)" ig Ennai aga on 7883 on Maiden (1) 
S449 New ci aa (1) Seam §558 Lion King (1)* 
aciator 5111 Marilyn Monroe (1)" 
2503, 2504 Adventure Solutions (2) MURIG ES 5197 Marilyn Monroe Il (1)° : : 
1645 Oca V4 (1) 6312. Ren and tno (1 Specific cally designed and manufactured for use with the Amiga, We Gee qup 
2458, 2459 Eagleplayer v1.52 (2) WB2+ Bene Vi. ‘ 9 
ea 0902 Wed V32(1) igi are pleased to introduce the “Little Gem” Micro Mixer and EQ Unit / MAIN 
2504 Art Wars 19) 3479 Quadro V2.03 + samples (1) Allows you greater control over the sound when playing the ADVERT IN 
2243 Taskiorce (1) SP1 Christmas Fun Pack (5) Amiga through an outside sound system, or when recording THIS ISSUE 
rie eerie ss dase ig = the Amiga audio output to tape or DAT. 
ristmassy fun and games. Yo, Ho, 
6892 Last Lap (1) 6949 Magic Workbench V1.2P (1)" HO Holl! 50. oad 2 2 Channel In/2 Channel Out 
6288 F1-GP Ed 2.04 (1) 1119 Sid Il (1) SP2 New Users Pack (5) Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel 
poh oA ty abi copie ey see a Leam about your new machine Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to +/- 12db 
2298 High Octane (1) 6314 AGA Screenblanker (1) Experiment with sound, colour, and 
1653 Dodge ‘em Death (1) 6393 Magic WB on Floppy (2) WB2+ animation. See what your Amiga is Battery or mains operation — (takes no 
MEE 5) teieo see A power from the Amiga) 
te Uli : . 
pole eee Deluxe (3)* be Bm ay aii HOW TO ORDER ley bauer aot to ep ae | 
2208 Megaball AGA (1)" ast Intro Maker 2+ : ndependent volume/gain contro! for each channe 
0914 21 Games (1) 2212 _Relokick V1.4 (1) All disks 99p each Dimensions only 140mm x 75mm x 50mm cps soi 
5192 Viper (1)" 0906 Print Studio (1) plus 70p P+P on any 
5081  Cybersphere (1) 2151 Parbench (1) size order. Ple COMPATIBLE WITH ALL MODELS OF AMIGA Battery or mains unit not supplied 
5116-5119 Klondyke Ill (4)" HD 6515 Virus Checker V6.56 (1) . Please 
2237 Waynes World Pong (1) 2121 Magnum V1.8 (1) make cheques £69.95 
3194, 3195 Speccy Em, V2 with 21 games (2) 6514 ShapeShifter3 (1) ayable to: INC VAT & P+P UK MAINLAND 
. Sorry no credit cards Cheques red ug tal Orders only 


We also sell blank disks for 45p each 


Overseas Delive 
Europe add £4.00. Rest of the A LEY add £6.00 


LATEST TITITLes 
066 — CONVERTER MASTER 3045 — DISCARCHIV 
065 — MANGA MANIACS CARDSET 3044 — TRASHMASTER 


064 — BEAVIS & BUTTHEAD CARDET 3043 — GREENDAY (3 disks) 
RAKES KAA REAR A EER RHR HM 063 — STRANGE CARDSET 3042 — CUBIC DREAM (2 disks) 


SPECIAL OFFER * 2Seeem. Secs 


ARROW PD 





















060 — REMDATE 3039 — MULTITUDINOUS v4.0 
ALL OUR PD DISKS ONLY 50p EACH 059 — MORTAL KUMQUAT 3038 — TOP HAT WILLY 
LAA KAKAAEKEKAKAEREEKERAKK KHER EE ® 058 — ARTCORE 3037 — INFECTION 
Send 2 First Class STAMPS or 50p for our CATALOGUE DISK —057 — TENEBRA 3036 — IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBILITY 
Ho KK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 056 — SUPER DMS — 3035 — MANUAL OVERIDE 
Make Cb 5 Piskial Crders uvabin tot 055 — ENLOCK v1.4 3034 — SPONDULIX MK 5 
ake Cheques / Postal Orders payante fo. 054 — IMAGEDESK v1.6 3033 — GRAPEVINE #21 (2disks) 
AMICOM PD 053 — ABNORMALIA #5 3032 — MOSIAC 
DEPT AUI, 22 CHURCH VIEW CLOSE, HAVERCROFT, WAKEFIELD, aad : ae a #12 tes MR ec cael 5 
WEST YORKSHIRE, WF4 2PH. TEL: 0421 682227 050 — FULL i Soran #2 3029 — oe “ het 
ek KK KK KKK KKK KKK KK kK kk Kk KK 049 — FULL OF STUFF #1 3028 — VIRUS WORKSHOP 


LONG LIVE THE AMIGA 


Please add 80p to cover Postage & Package on all orders, R.O.W. add 20p per disk 











































Klondike Set 
£10.00 inc P&P 


Latest version of 
Klondike plus 6 randomly 
selected cardsets. AGA 
only. 10 disks 


We stock 


ASI games: | — present 
LSD Utils: 1 — 149 
Fred Fish: 1 — 1000 

T-Bag: 1 — 78 

Scoope: | — 220 


Cheshire, WA8 9ZS. Tel: (0973) 508749. 5000+ disks: £1 each + P&P 


Maps ClipArt 


£10.00 inc P&P 
A-Z Maps of the world 
Very high standard 
10 disks 


Internet software 
£6.00 inc P&P 


All you need to get onto 
the Internet and explore 
cyberspace! 6 Disks 


Home Business Set 


£10.00 inc P&P 
10 disks full of 
applications, 1e 

Spreadsheet, Database, 

Word Processor, Accounts 


InterNET Requests 


Want stuff of the internet. 
Haven't got a modem? 
We will get it for your. £1 
per 800k 


Ultimate Emulators 
£5.00 inc P&P 


A selection of emulators 
and games for your 
amiga! Spectrum, C64 etc.. 


X-Mas Offer 
Free X-Mas pack 
(value £5) 
free with every order 
over £10 not inc P&P 


PD CITY PO BOX 29, Widnes, 




















































New Hardware 


We now sell Amiga, PC, 
and console hardware! 
Ring for more details 
Price list available on 

request 


Compugraphic Fonts 
£5.00 inc P&P 
Choose any 5 disks from 
our compugraphic format 

range 














































EARN £5 PER HOUR IN 
YOUR SPARE TIME! 


We require people to distribute fund raising scratch 
cards for the THIRD WORLD RESCUE APPEAL in all 
areas throughout the UK YOU could earn £5 per 
hour in your spare time distributing them in Wielelg 

local area. Work as many hours as you like! 
You must be at least 16 years of age or more! 
If you would like some extra money in yor pocket 
every week then for a FREE information pack with 
no obligation — Write to 


B.P.M PROMOTIONS (AU) 8 Magnolia Park, 
Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 ODS or Tel: 01232 626694 





ie FREE PD SOFTWARE 


AMIGA — PC — All Commodore 


Call (0181) 651 5436 or 
Write to 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA 


Independent Commodore Products Users Group 


WIZARD GAMES 


1 NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE, YO12 7EY. Tel: 01723 376 586 














Adams Family James Pond 2 (A1200) 
Amazing Spiderman K240 

Bubba ‘n* Stix Legacy of Sorasil 

Bubble & Squeak Microprose Golf 
Burntime Out To Lunch 

Battle Toads Overkill 

Bit Map Bros (Not A1200) Road Kill (A1200) 
Clockwiser (A 1200) Rugby League Coach 
Cybercon 3 Sabre Team (A1200) 
Dangerous Streets Sleepwalker (A1200) 
Disposable Hero Space Cursade + Voyage Beyond 
Dennis A1200 Tactical Manger/Italia 

D. Generation Tactical Manager Scottish 
European Champions F/Ball Traps + Treasures 
Fatman (A1200) Top Gear A1200/A500 
Football Glory A1200/A500 Trivial Pursuit 


Marvins Adventures (A1200) 
Mig 29 S.fulcrum 

Soccer Kid 

10 Intelligent Strategy Games 
Trolls 

Turrican 3 

Wembley Int. Soccer 
Thomas Big Race 

Classic Arcade 

Impact 

Whales Voyage (not Al 200) 
Crash Dummies 

Global Gladiators 

Krustys Funhouse 

Naughty Ones 






















Fun School 2 8+/6-8/under 6 Zool 2 Kick Off 3 Europe A500 
Fury of The Furries Vikings Nick Faldo 
Guardians (A1200) Vital Light The Clue 





Shadow Worlds 
Man Unt League Champs 


F15 Strike Eagle 2 





Heroquest + Witchlord 
Inter Open Golf (A1200) 


When Ordering Please Give One Alternative Also Which Amiga 











Alfred Chicken Fireforce 
Amenican Heritage Encyc. Fury of the Furries Mean Arenas 
Battle Toads Garden Fax Plants Nigel Mansell 
Beavers Garden Fax Trees, Shrubs, Roses Morph 
Bubba ‘n’ Stix Garden Fax Indoor Plants 
Bubble & Squeak Garden Fax Fruit & Vegetables 
Castle 2 Guardians 

Chuck Rock 1 Humans | & 2 

Chambers of Shaolin John Bares 
Deepcore Little Divil 
Flyharder Lotus Trilogy 


Man Utd. Seven Gates of Jambala 
Sleep Walker 

Time Table History 
The Clue 

Overkill + Luncacy Top Banana 

Out to lunch Top Gear 2 

Robocod Whales Voyage 
Shadow Fighter Zool 

Sensible Soccer Zool 2 

Striker 

Super Methane Bros 



































MOOW, FSO 55,5. -astiadicitestts ue £10.00 SITAR OCHO osc bvcsssussshcstscseocersserediovecese £10.00 
Manchester United The Double ............. £19.50 Civilisation A1200 ....0......sccscssseseseecereee £12.99 
PUPS BKIGIN ALS, 55 once -cesanccsedesusssosenveizess £17.99 Voyages of Discovery ..,..c.cccccccccsssseseseeee £10.00 







SEMIN SS 2h Sackeest sor os Sr ecace ee isics ee £12.99 
Games subject to availability. 
A phone call reserves your order 
Open 6 Days a week 9.00-5.30 
Price inc P/P (U.K.) 
Europe + £2.00 per game — Rest of the World £3 


Shop prices may vary. 


Cheques or Postal Orders Payable to Wizard Games, 1 North Marine Rd. Scarborough, N. Yorks YOI2 7EY 
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Seftware Clu 















To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 


BLANK DISKS!! 


DSDD.......0.25p DSHD.......0.27p 
All disks are top quality and 
come with a | for 1 replacement 
guarantee and FREE labels. 
Please add £2.50 for P&P 


Mouse Mats ..., £1.20 (ine P&P) 
Amiga Mouse . £9.99 (inc P&P) 
Joysticks/Joypads......... from £7 


(Please telephone for details) 





INSPIRA 





including: 
£10 off FINAL WRITER 
£5 off FINAL COPY 2 


& 10% off CD-ROM titles 


echnical HelpDesk 


*FREE Public Domain 


Software, Contact 
with members 


















Magazines & newsletters 
“Discounts off 
Commercial Software, 


& more 





OF 8 (AM (GIA 


PD from 70p || P D 









Tel 01695 625063 
Or send SAE to 

9, Windsor Road, 
Up Holland, Lancs 
for FREE Index. 


We stock Assassins, 
Fred Fish, LSD, 
ClipArt, Modules, 
BackDrops, Fonts, 
Games, Business 
Software & Utilities 
Plus Hard Drives, 
Fuji Blank Disks, 
Mats & Disk Boxes 
at low prices! 


FREE p&p & 
FREE local 
delivery! 


COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


ee a 





oo ae 9DU_ 

Tek O1a= 463580 
BEST QUALITY, 
| VALUE & SERVICE 


RELICS (A1200) 91%+ BEST 
| GAME 1994 A.F £6.99 | 
| 


| ART SCHOOL 90% KIDS ART 
PACKAGE £4.99 

[ERIK 2ND BEST GAME 94. | 
Ar £3.99 | 


ULT QUIZ 95% AUI. BEST 
| QUIZ GAME £4.99 | 


| INTRODUCING WBENCH v2, | 
| rated 95% CU £6.99 | 


GRAC V1.1. New version, 

bugs fixed and printed A& | 

manual only £6.99 
Now Anyone can create 
their own Monkey Island 

| Style adventure games. | 
RATED 95% CU.AMIGA & AUI. 

| ‘The best Licenceware title EVER’ | 
LATEST Fi GOLD RELEASES: 

BLACKBOARD V4.0 £8.99, includes | 

printed manual, WB2+ 
| MAGIC PAINTBOX £6.99 with printed | 
manual, WB2+ 
F1 LICENCEWARE CD ROM | 
COMING SOON! 

PLEASE ADD 50p P+P TO ANY SIZE ORDER | 

MANY MORE EXCLUSIVE TITLES AVAILABLE 


————$ ——_ — ee ee e_—_—_=_—_———— 
Se air as <e 
oy ™ ; « 





RENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171 -586-0434 


CLASSIC 9 








AMOS 
CLUB 


Disk 
MAGAZINE 


WAC (AUD 
5 Lockton Road, 
Whitby 
North Yorkshire 
YO21 3NB 


Cheques payable to P. Gumsley 
all prices include P+P 





C) Star Trek 

1) Coverup P.1. 

C1) Itchy & Scratchy 2 
C1 Itchy & Scratchy 3 
0 Itchy & Scratchy 4 
C1) Ninja A1200 

C1 Wile E Koyote 

[] Flintstones ‘18’ 

[] Alien Patrol 6/12 

[} Lemmings Rev (2D) 


(_] Award Maker + 

[| Visicale s/sheet 

| Business letters 
C] Little office 

C) Text engine 4.1 

"] Address Manager 
Dialling codes V2 
Edword V5 6/12 
Dyssk stick Lab Print 
C] Invoicer 6/12 

_] CV Writer 

C] Pelican Press 3D 
| Easy Cale 5/5 

[] Home Accounts 
[] Address print 6/12 








lo Oot 


| Some Justice 94 
C1] Switchback 2D Al2 
C) Real Aga 

L] Dirt Aga 

C) Deep 2D HD Al2 
C1) Sweet Dream 6/12 
[} Graveyard2 6/12 
a Roots I] AGA 

("] Kinky AGA 

[1] Response AGA 

[| Mods 10 

[ J Med Mods 4 

[] Deutracker II 6/12 





C] Highway Code 

(] Language Tutor 

Lj WW2 History Book 
() Amateur Radio 

Cj Star Chart 

|_| Astrology 
Dinosaurs 6/12 


10/10 Maths 6/12 

CJ Typing Tutor 

C) Chess Tutor 

[| DTP For Kids 

] Little Traveller 

C Viking Saga 

[1 GCSE Maths 

C] Physician 

(} Amiga Beginner 

(| Birth Date Hist 6/12 


ant) et Gey) ret 








C] WB2 
[1] Mac 5.1 Al2 HD 


C) St A500 
[] ASI Fixdisk Al2 

(] Re-Lokick 1.4 6/12 
[) PCTask 3.1 Al2 

C] Zxam Spectram Al2 
[Frodo C64 EM 





How Earth Began 6/12 
World Geography 6/12 








(_] Tennis 

(J Pipeline 

(] Dyna Warriors I] 
Cj Beavis Butthead 
C1 Cybergames 

C) Punter 6/12 

C1) Jet Set Willy 6/12 
CJ Odyssey 6/12 

C) Airtaxi 6/12 

C] Nigel Mansell 6/12 
C] Donkey Kong 6/12 
1) Power Battle 6/12 


[} Transplant 6/12 
[| Solo Assault 6/12 


(_] Roket2 AGA 

Cj Jouster 3 

C) Galaga 2.6 

) Galactic Predator 





[] Summoning 6/12 

(] Child Murderer (3D) 
6/12 

(] War of Worlds 4 6/12 

[] Lords of Time AGA 


(] Dead of Night 3D AGA 


[}$ Monopoly 6/12 
Cj Checkers 6/12 
C] Demon Card 

(] Kondike AGA 3D 
CV Chess 3.1 6/12 


Ci Jump Em 6/12 

(] Puzzle Pits 2 6/12 
_] X-Balls 

C] Cheese 

"] The Gallows 6/12 


[) Bazza & Runt Al2 
C] Nicky 2 6/12 

(] Fishy Fishy 6/12 

C] Harry Haddock 6/12 
C] Overlander 6/12 


| Fotofit 95 

[| Magic WB HD 

C1 Landscape Garden 
Cj Joke Disk 1 

(1) World D/base 





(| Gorezone Horror 
[] Pawnbroker ‘18’ 
|] Roswell 2D AGA 
O Big Girls AGA 


[] MWB Nature BD 
_] Error Info 

[} Parnet 

[] 100 Print Drivers 
C)D Copy 3.1 

[1 DMS V2 

C1] Virus Checker 6.5 
(J Anti Flicker 

| Fast J Peg 

C1] Disksalv V2 

[] WB2 HD Install 
[7] WB3 HD Install 
CJ Free copy 1.8 
C] Superview 4.42 


*Phone for free cat disk 
*Disks £1.00 order 10 get 3 free 
*Post packing 75p. Same day post 


0161 723 1638 


11 DEANSGATE, RADCLIFFE M/CR 


[Alien Genocide (2D) 6/12 


Est 1990 


Dept (AUD), 23 Stanwell Close, Wincobank, Sheffield S9 1P2 
Tel/Fax: (0114) 296 7825 Mon — Sat 9.30am-7pm 


OUR PD PRICES 


1 to 5S disks............----- GSP 
G to QOdisks.....-..----------- GOp 
Oke oo co vicc aoeeennvecdaeeucces ee 


over 16000 + Disks to choose from 
For a free catalogue disk send a S.A.E or phone and quote (AUI) 




























































































BLACKBOARD V4 £8.99 inc postage 


Brilliant graphic manipulation package. Voted tops by 
Amiga Shopper. A must for anybody into graphics. 


GRAC V1.1 £6.99 inc postage 


Create your own adventure like Monkey Island etc 
with this easy to use point and click adventure creator. 


MAGIC PAINT BOX £6.99 inc postage 


Fab new paint package for the kids. Add sounds etc to 
your pictures. Easy to use. *F AB* 








































Note: All F1 Gold titles come with a printed manual and are of the highest quality products 
available on the market at down to earth prices. 
UK Postage included: Overseas please add £1.50 extra to total order. 
Cheques/Postal orders payable to: Hornsoft PD 


3 CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (0114) 296 7825 LE) 
KOBRAHSOFT QUALITY PD 


Don’t get bitten by buying cheap, poor quality PD. We sell the best. If we hayen’t got what you want, 
tell us and we will get it. We have over 5000 titles available, so we should have something to 
interest YOU! We pride ourselves on our speed of delivery - we try and send out every order on the same 
day it is received - no waiting for DAYS. We accept payment by cheque, PO and Access and Visa. To give 
you an idea of what we stock:- 

































UTILITIES GAMES 
MIDIPLAY - plays music modules MISSILES OVER XERION 
MOST V1.56 - Text Viewer NIBBY 2 






MUTANT PENGUIN 
MULTI TETRIS 

TIME RUNNERS 17 
RUNNERMINE 6 
MORTON STRIKES BACK 
SPIDERMAN 2 
DEADLOCK & 
SPACEBALLS 

DONKEY KONG 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 
MEGABALL 


INPUT LOCK V1.1 - Security Lock 
CHARACTER GENERATOR 

DMS V2.03 - Data cruncher 
MIDSPOOLER V1.2 - DIR Utility 
CD PLAYER V1.1 - Plays your CD's 
A BACK UP V4.03 - Back up utility 
ADAM V3.0 - Calculator 



















VIRUS CHECKER - Detects viruses 
CALENDAR - Super Calendar Prog 
POWERCALC V1.5 - Draws graphs 
TURN V4.0 - Latest Comms program 
POWERPLAYER V4.0 - Music Uul 
RECALL V2.3 - Diary program GALAGA 92 
SCHEDULER V1.2 - Organiser DEFENDER 

We have fiundreds more games and utilities and also:- DATABASES, GRAPHICS, ANIMATIONS, SLIDES, 

MUSIC AND SOUND DEMOS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, FONTS, CLIPART, BUSINESS PROGS. 

We also stock a wide range of Spectrum and Sam Utilities, 

apa Prices: Disks £1 each, or send for free CAT disk or order to: 

VISA KOBRAHSOFT, Pleasant View, Hulme Lane, Hulme, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. ST3 5BH BN 

SE or phone 0178 230 5244. We also take Access and Visa P+P UK Free Others £1.50 


FREE competition! 
FROM CHEAPER P.D. 


FOR FREE ENTRY FORM SEND S.A.E. TO: 
CHEAPER P.D. 38 KILLYGLEN ROAD, LARNE, 
NORTHERN IRELAND, BT40 2HR. 

4ST PRIZE A 35 POUNDS GAME OF THEIR CHOICE! 
2ND AND 3RD PRICES 5 POUNDS VOUCHER EACH 
FOR CHEAPER P.D. NO CATCH. NO TRICKS. 












STEWARDS ENQUIRY 

















































ARENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 











The Ultimate Public Domain Library 


See our 
main 
advert on 


Public Domain & Shareware Specialists 










page 95 
for all the 
re (=) #1] FS 


two 25 pence stamps to the Pa Spel 54 Carmania Close, Shoeburyness, 
following address. B 01639 994106 Essex SS3 9YZ 


90 pence per disc plus 
90 pence PerP per order 

















For a free catalogue send PO Sox 76 






Telephone/Fax: 01702 295887 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 103 
<< 
| expect they will find a very good 
reception among those who have 
thought about what the Amiga 
should really be for. 

Your point about some, in fact 
most things, being cheaper for the 
PC backs up your argument. The 
reason for this, and we would 
benefit if your outlined Amiga 
were developed, is that with a 
huge and still growing market, PC 
developers can afford to sell more 
at a lower price. There was a time 
when the same was true of the 
Amiga. Those were the days as 
my friend, Mary Hopkin used to 
say, we thought they'd never end.. 


Dear AU, 

The grown-up and professional 
thing to have done: tell me the 
good things about the Amiga 
and express the hope that | 
would grow to love it. 

Instead | get a load of smart- 
arse drivel - | should have 
expected it, having read your 
pointless reply to the man who 
(quite rightly) doesn’t like 
pictures of naked women in a 
computer magazine. 

Your reply did not annoy me 
(much). What really galls me is 
that someone like myself, 
educated, with an IQ. of 149 
cannot get a well-paid job, while 
a first-class cxxx like yourself 
can. AU/ has joined AF on my 
list of magazines to be avoided. 

A. Pywell, 
Lincs. 


Dear A. Pywell, 

They are my xxxs. Not because | 
or AUI readers haven't seen or 
heard the word “cxxx” before, but 
because, though it these days 
appears on the front page of 
supposedly respectable national 
daily newspapers, AUI would 





receive even more irate letters 
and complaints than you could 
muster if we printed it. 

But what the use of such words 
shows, like the everlasting 
swearing in the armed services, is 
that the imagination has failed, the 
vocabulary is limited and the IQ, 
claimed to be high, is unlikely to 
be properly used. 

IQ in any case is a pretty 
unreliable standard by which to 
judge anyone. It generally means 
no more than a certain ability to 
deal with a limited range of 
problems that are, more often 
than not, slanted toward a certain 
kind of person with an appropriate 
background. 

I’m not going to take issue with 
you about anything else because 
being out of work is no joke. But 
like most of us at AUI, | come 
from the Can Do! school of 
philosophy. That’s not the good 
old authoring program, but the 
idea that if you want to do 
something enough, you can. 

My smart-arse advice is to stop 
looking for a “well-paid job” and 
try going for something that might 
help others. You could find that 
would give you the satisfaction of 
being valuable and then you might 
start valuing yourself in a different 
way - the first step toward getting 
others to value you - and being 
rewarded, perhaps, with a well- 
paid job. (You aren't related to the 
other, A. Pywell are you?) 


Dear AUI, 

| recently came across a 
friend’s copy of AU/. While | am 
not an Amiga user and never 
intend to be, | cannot choose 
my friends by which computer 
they own. My point concerns 
how the publication is created. 
In the contents page it states 


ply 


that the magazine is made on a 
selection of Amigas, with 
various packages and 
peripherals. | cannot see how 
this is managed. As far as | 
know, there is no DTP 
application that would be 
capable of producing a 
magazine of this size, let alone 
handle the colour. From what | 
have seen of Amigas, | do not 
believe that they have the 
power to handle programs like 
Aldus Pagemaker or Quark 
Xpress which | frequently use 
on my PC. 

| am also surprised at the 
amount of errors | found in one 
issue. 

For a mainstream magazine, 
which obviously has a loyal 
reader base - judging by the 
arse licking letters you print in 
this column - you fail to reach 
the same standard as other 
computer magazines. | suggest 
you put more effort into 
checking your editorial before 
you go to print. | shall be sorely 
disappointed if there are any 
errors in this letter before it 
goes to print. 

Yours sincerely, 
David Clivedale, 
Dorset. 


Dear David, 

Believe it or not, we do most of 
our work on Amigas. So far as | 
can discover we are, though, the 
only British and possibly world 
professional magazine of this kind 
to use Amigas to this extent, a 
fact of which we are somewhat 
proud. 

You are wrong though that it is 
not possible for a “mainstream” 
magazine to be produced entirely, 
as long ago as 1988, there was a 
magazine produced in Canada 


called, | think, “Amigo Times” that 
only used Amigas. And very good 
it was too. 

And to prove you even more 
incorrect, the Editor of this very 
magazine, AUI itself, was also 
responsible for the first such 
entirely Amiga-based newsstand 
magazine in this country, “The 
Directory for the Amiga”. This 
epoch-making publication was 
produced at the end of 1989 and 
designed by none other than one 
of the designers who has worked 
on this very issue of AUI - Rico 
Gusman. He sends this poignant 
message to you. 

“It was done completely on an 
A500 with a 20 meg hard drive 
and Professional Page. | have the 
scars to prove it.” 

What is it with the word “arse” 
this month? Last month, we had 
nothing but the Daily Telegraph, 
after which the Editor Max 
Hastings, promptly resigned. This 
month is apparently “arse” month. 

AUI readers do not lick arse, 
Mr. Clivedale, they kick it. They 
are the cream of the Amiga world. 
They are, in many cases, the 
original users who started back 
when you had never heard of the 
wonder machine. They are the 
users who are keeping it alive 
today. 

No-one forces them to write in 
the terms they do. Letters, even 
those as crass as yours, get 
published without the need for 
oleaginous obsequiousness. (Of 
all computer magazine readers 
only AUI readers would 
understand that.) 

As for not reaching the 
standard of other computer 
magazines. Thank Vishnu, for 
that! Most computer magazines 
are like comics for big boys. They 
seem to have nothing except 
juvenile technotoy talk to offer. 
They appear not to be aware that 
they exist in a multidimensional 
world where their readers may be 
real people, not just computer 
users, or players. 

Yes, we make mistakes but, if 
you are informed of literary 
criticism, you will know that the 
reader, whether realising it or not, 
registers what is called the 
“subtext”. Which is what lies under 
the surface of meaning. 

AUI’s subtext is of a genuine 
loyalty to the Amiga, a reasoned 
approach to keeping technology in 
a proper perspective, an irreverent 
and sceptical view of 
commercialism, and a real desire 
not to boost our own egos, but to 
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DS Beery 


inform and entertain an intelligent 
readership. Name me another 
computer magazine that can give 


all that and I'll guarantee you we'll 


make fewer typographical errors 
from now. 


Dear AU/I, 
I’m not exactly an expert Amiga 
user, but I’m very enthusiastic, 


hence | read most of the current 


Amiga magazines. | noticed 
with interest that Amiga 


Shopper magazine is gloating in 


its August 1995 issue that they 
have recruited your former 
Coverdisk editor, 

David Taylor. So what, you 
might say? but | have a reason 
for writing. 

Six months ago, | would 
guess that AU/ was the only 
magazine that filled its disks 
with (generally) Pd.. software, 
which is probably why the AU/ 
disks were the only ones worth 
having. Let’s face it, who wants 
most of the game demos that 
have appeared on your 
competitors’ coverdisks? Now | 


notice that all the new issues of 


Amiga Format, Amiga Shopper, 
and Amiga Computing seem to 
be moving in the same 
direction, i.e. disks full of PD.. 
software. Now this is all very 
well for publishing companies 
struggling to fill disks, but it is 
starting to become rather 
ridiculous for the readers. 
Each month | buy 6 
magazines, and each one has 
two coverdisks. That is twelve 
disks a month, and not 
counting the fact that some of 
these disks unpack to several 
disks full of software, | still 
have absolutely no chance of 
being able to get to grips with 
that amount of software. | 
spend a lot of time working 
away from home, with plenty of 
Spare time to read magazines, 
but | have comparatively little 


time at home to use my Amiga. | 


already have several hundred 
disks that | have never had the 
chance to use, and they just 
keep mounting up. 

Now, you could ask why | do 
not buy fewer magazines, but | 
always thought that the reason 
for magazines was to read 
them, not to get free software. 
It’s getting to the point where 
it’s no wonder developers are 
leaving the Amiga, because 
every Amiga owner must have 
SO much software they don’t 





need any more, and therefore 
won't buy any. And just imagine 
the damage done to PD.. 
libraries. At the moment most 
magazines make the software 
useless to me by printing only a 
page or two of instructions. | 
don’t have the time spare to 
figure out how these things 
work by trial and error, so | buy 
software in order to get a 
manual and customer support, 
but I’m sure I’m in the minority. 

At the same time that the 
disks seem to get more and 
more important, most 
magazines seem to be losing 
pages and raising prices, 
supposedly because of the 
rising cost of paper. Would it 
not make sense to reduce the 
number of disks? I’m sure that | 
will not be alone in wishing that 
instead of piling more and more 
useless software on to me this 
month, we could have less 
disks and more space inside 
the magazine devoted to 
explaining how to use the 
software that is given away. 

So here is my request. As 
AUI is obviously the magazine 
that others steal ideas from, 
could you please set them an 
example? Why not put just a 
few programs on the 
coverdisk(s) each month, then 
have a big feature on how to 
use them. Or how about a disk 
full of clip-art, and 20 pages of 
DTP tips. Or some sound 
picture samples, or pictures to 
use in a paint package. Surely 
the money saved on the disk 
would pay for a few extra pages 
in the magazine. 

| expect many of your 
readers would disagree with my 
comments, but I’m sure that if 
they really analyse how useful 
having vast amounts of 
software is, they may 
reconsider. | saw somebody 
wearing a T-shirt the other day 
with the following message 
on it: 


He who dies with the most toys 
STILL DIES! 


This sums up my feeling. | 
would prefer to have a few 
programs that | can really use, 
rather than a few hundred that | 
will never have the time to use. 

Hope | haven’t bored you too 
much! 

Yours faithfully, 
Graham Robson, 
Cleveland. 


ee---____——————————————— S 


Dear AUI, 

| have seen quite a few articles 
in computer mags on monitors 
which described how the dots 
are displayed but none on how 
the display is created. This 
your readers may find of more 
use; the timings are of PAL but 
it applies to all monitors of 4 x 
3 aspect ratio. 

The horizontal frequency of 
PAL is 15.625KHz (the dot flies 
across the screen 15625 times 
a second), if you divide by the 
frame rate of 50 you get 312 
1/2 lines, this is 312/313 for TV 
interlace 625 total. You can’t 
see all 312 lines though; 288 is 
about the max. The other 24 
lines are the time it takes the 
dot to get back to the top of 
the screen. Each line lasts for 
64 seconds (1,000,000 divided 
by 64 equals 15625) of which 
48 are for display and 16 for 
flyback (the dot returning to 
the left of the screen). 

The circuitry that creates 
the horizontal deflection has to 
work at high speed, and to 
keep cost down it is made to 
oscillate in a narrow frequency 
band: this is why the width 
control has such a small 
range. The vertical deflection 
circuitry working at 50Hz is 
simple and cheap and can be 
adjusted over a large range - 
from a letter box to off the 
screen. The circuits are free 
running, the dot moves 
steadily until reset and then 
Starts all over again. All the 
time the dot is flying across 
the screen it is also moving 
down. 

The Amiga sends out three 
video signals - R, B, and G. In 
a line period of 48s 685 pixels 
can be displayed at 70ns per 
pixel. “48000 divided by 70 
equals 685 “, after that it sends 
out a horizontal sync pulse. 
This causes the horizontal 
circuitry to reset, 

The length of this pulse is 
critical as only when it is 
turned off can the dot start 
moving again (the display 
won't show anything yet as the 
dot is way off the left of the 
screen): it is the time 
difference between this pulse 
and the start of the video 
signal that determines where 
the picture starts; the vertical 
sync pulse does the same for 
the vertical circuitry 50 times a 
second. A video chip has a set 
of countdown registers 
triggered by the pixel clock, 
the main one being the 


horizontal total register which 
on reaching zero reloads the 
others and starts a new count. 
The horizontal total is loaded 
with the number of clock 
pulses per line. 

64000 divided by 70 equals 
914, the Hsync register 
outputs a pulse until it reaches 
zero, the video start register 
turns the video clock on when 
it reaches zero. 

The Vertical registers mimic 
the horizontal ones, but the 
clock is derived from 
horizontal total reaching zero. 
There is also an interlace 
register which increases the 
line count by one every other 
frame. This also has the effect 
of offsetting the line by half. 

The Amiga graphics are 
limited by a pixel clock of 35, 
70 and 140ns only, these being 
derived from the CPU clock. 
There have been many 
comments by readers on what 
new Amigas should feature; 
using VRAM and separate 
video clocks would double the 
graphics capability. Designing 
a chip to take advantage of all 
the facilities of VRAM (i.e.. data 
out of shift registers, reloaded 
in page mode) at 25MHz = 
blitting 100 million bytes per 
second. This is only one of 
the possibilities. 

It has been suggested RISC 
is the way forward, the 
problem with RISC is that it 
works by doing many 
operations very quickly and 
these have to be read from 
memory, a SOMHz 030 using 
7Ons memory can only access 
at 40MHz slowing it down; 
RISC requires very fast 
memory to be efficient and 
“fast” means “expensive”. It 
also uses more memory. 

Adding a PC bus could be a 
way of opening the Amiga up 
to many cheap peripherals, but 
which bus? The PC has 
several in both 16 and 32-bit 
and only the very latest PC 
boards can multiprocess. The 
majority are only slaves and 
for multitasking to be efficient 
requires multiprocessing, as in 
the Amiga. 

Yours, 
John Hancock, 
Dorset. 


Dear John, 

Thanks for this very interesting 
and helpful explanation. Readers 
may also be interested to know 
that ns stands for nano-seconds, 
while ps refers to micro-seconds, 
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Dear Graham, 

No, you haven’t bored me or I'm 
sure AUI readers. You make a 
very valid point - or points. The 
trouble is that when we put only 
one disk on the cover of AUI, 
sales fell. | know that other 
magazines have rejected the idea 
of all Amiga publications reducing 
the number of disks and the price 
of the magazine. They have 
preferred to raise the price to over 
£4 rather than put only one disk 
on the cover. Some have even 
had three! 

The trouble is I’m not sure you 
are right. Computer magazines 
are a special and new breed of 
publication. Those who buy them 
don't just follow the tips they are 
offered, say like the old 
photographic magazines. They 
are really, before the word was 
used, multimedia users. Some the 
disks they receive, in this very 
competitive market, have become 
an intrinsic part of their 
requirements. But | agree with you 
that most Amiga users probably 
now have loads of software, and 
that they are unlikely to be able to 
use it all. Ironically, though, this 
issue of AUI is somewhat different 
from the usual. We do not have 
two disks of utilities etc., but a full 
program. 

We don’t do this very often, 
and you are right in saying that 
the other magazines have had to 
come around to the way we 
approached it. But when we saw 
the opportunity to give AUI 
readers the chance to have a full 
multimedia authoring program to 
use, it seemed to the right thing to 
do. “Consistency is only thought to 
be a strength by weak minds.” 
Who said that? | think | did. 

As for other magazines 
recruiting AUI staff and boasting 
about. That's a bit childish, don’t 
you think? It's also rather foolish, 


for AUI has given the start to 
many a now established journo. 
There are quite a few at other s at 
publications including one, 
actually an Editor of one Amiga 
magazine, who wasn't considered 
up to speed at all at AUI. 

We wish David Taylor well in his 
career but, as the Editor said to 
me the other day, with an odd look 
in his eye, nobody is 
indispensable. (My agent says | 
shouldn't sign for Shopper 

for less than £1 million. 

| don’t think that’s nearly enough 
though.) 


Dear AU, 

| should like to bring to you and 
the readers’ attention, an 
outrageous rip-off on behalf of 
Hewlett-Packard. | own an 
A1200 (6 megs) with an 030 
accelerator with FPU, 364 meg 
hard drive and an external 
drive. | used to own a Hewlett- 
Packard 550C DeskJet printer 
and must admit to being 
extremely pleased with it. 
Having had no problems with it 
whatsoever. 

Following an irresistible offer 
| sold my trusty HP550C and 
bought a second-hand 
HP1200C/PS. Again | am 
extremely pleased with this 
printer. What, | hear you ask, is 
the problem? Well, when | was 
about to buy this printer | 
contacted Hewlett-Packard and 
asked them if | would be able to 
transfer the guarantee over to 
my name as it was still under 
warranty. After many phonecalls 
| was advised this would not be 
possible. Fair enough, | 
thought, and went ahead and 
bought the machine anyway on 
the understanding (from 
Hewlett-Packard) that | would 
be able to get parts if it went 
BANG! 
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So after a couple of months’ 
use, of what is by all accounts a 
superb printer, | committed a 
fatal error. One day |! 
encountered a paper jam and as 
| was in a hurry | just uncoupled 
the back and removed the 
jammed paper. To my horror | 
also pulled out a piece of the 
printer which | have since 
discovered is called a pre- 
heater - Part Number C 
1676-60010-Rev A (Number 
taken off the actual part that is 
damaged). 

Now, while | accept full 
responsibility for what was 
gross stupidity on my part, 
what ensued with Hewlett 
Packard is beyond excuse. 
Thinking that if | had got the 
warranty | would have had to 
pay for the part myself anyway, 
| promptly took my printer to 
my nearest authorised dealer to 
get it repaired. After nearly a 
month and a half of waiting, my 
dealer rang me up to tell me 
that Hewlett-Packard were 
unwilling to supply the part and 
that was it. | asked to speak to 
“Someone In Authority” and 
was put through to the Spares 
Manager (John Kenwood - tel. 
01734 696 622). Having 
explained my desire for this 
particular piece of equipment 
he then said, “We are not 
supplying spares for that 
particular model at the moment, 
but we will gladly do a one-for- 
one machine swap (Hurray, | 
thought, progress at last); the 
price for this service will be just 
under four hundred and fifty 
pounds”. | was stunned. 

As | was quoted £90 by my 
dealer for the complete repair of 
the machine with the part, | 
would imagine that the part 
itself only costs between £20 
and £30. | explained what | had 
been quoted by my dealer for 
complete repair and basically 
he said that was all he could 
offer. 

In his defence he did tell me 
that he would make calls to the 
American offices and try to 
figure out a way of getting the 
part for me. But he also said 
that he would ring me the next 
day to tell me of the outcome, 
and surprise surprise, that was 
two weeks ago and not a peep 
from Hewlett-Packard in the 
meantime. 

As my dealer said, what 










would happen if a ten-pence 
spring bust? It is going to cost 
you “just under four hundred 
and fifty pounds” to get it 
mended. Is this ridiculous or 
what? So BEWARE BEWARE if 
you own the HP1200C/PS: if it 
goes up the creek it is going to 
land you with one hell of a bill. | 
thought other readers should 
be aware of this SCANDAL so 
that no-one else gets their 
fingers burnt as | have. What on 
earth is going on with 
Hewlett-Packard in England, 
and whether or not I will 
eventually be able to get hold of 
this daft part. 
Thanking you in anticipation 
of your help, 
Sean Martin 
(Deeply annoyed of Hull). 


P.S. Keep up the good work 
for a great magazine (Shame 
about the Comms 
Coverdisks - bit of an overkill, 
don’t you think?). 

Dear Sean, 

It does seem a real shame that 
you have had the runaround you 
have. We have had to shorten 
your letter slightly, both for space 
and legal reasons. We have 
telephoned Hewlett-Packard, but 
so far not had any more success 
than you. We will keep trying. 


Send your letters fo; 
Write to Reply 
Amiga User International 
Unit2, Utopia Village 


London NY BLK 


f you wish to send Email 
letter to Write to Reply or 
Amiga Answers, 

AU! can be contacted on CIX as 


amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk 
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A fast frenetic, seat of the pants 3D virtual racing game, for those who want to fly Advanced Track Azsoc eines 


without wings! ‘eet Rac Tune: 321 


VK is the fastest, smoothest, most detailed full-screen texture mapped game 
the Amiga has ever seen, Combining all the fun and action of karting into a 
the only ariving fotally realistic and mind numbingly fost driving experience. VK is fast! 


experience 





[_] 25 Frames per second full screen action, its fast! 
["] Full texture. mapped circuits and.scenery 
Fly-by helicopter circuit previews 





ts Fas7! q Full 3D or 2D overhead game views 
as Qualifying and intelligent computer opponents 
Realistic kart fx 





4 Beginners, Advanced, and Expert tracks 
_§ U 100¢c and 125c¢c Karts 

Hard disk installable 
L] Amiga A1200 (AGA) only - 


[] even faster on accelerated machines! 
Py 
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